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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 A two-year study of the hydrology and geohydrology of the Rietvlei wetlands was launched; 

 The landing strip of the Cape Radio Flyers Club remains unused pending a final decision on their 

lease application; 

 The reconstitution of the Protected Area Advisory Committee was advertised and applications from 

a wide range of stakeholder groups were received; 

 A water-bird census counted 3,811 birds of 41 different species; 

 Trap arrays as part of a small mammal survey found previously unrecorded Brant’s climbing mouse; 

 A wildlife photographer discovered a very rare Yellow-billed stork at Rietvlei; 

 An injured Cape grysbok was relocated from Milnerton Racecourse to Atlantic Beach Golf Estate; 

 A swap of more grysbok between Milnerton Racecourse and Atlantic Beach is being planned; 

 The Cape Reptile Club assisted with a reptile and spider survey at Milnerton Racecourse Section; 

 Several wildfires were fought in the Nature Reserve and other protected areas; 

 Nature Reserve staff assisted at three prescribed ecological burns; 

 A prescribed ecological burn is being planned for a portion of the Zoarvlei Section; 

 Education and outreach benefited over 260 children; 

 Visitor income this quarter was the highest ever recorded at Rietvlei; 

 Two new Nature Conservation Work-Integrated Learning students started this quarter; 

 The number of Learnership candidates employed at the Nature Reserve increased from six to nine; 

 Our Environmental Intern Karen Merrett was named “Most Outstanding Intern” of 2014/2015. 

 

2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 Highlight: The tender for the study of the Rietvlei hydrology and geohydrology was awarded to a 

research team from the University of Stellenbosch. The intention is to study the movement of water through 

the soil profile as well as above ground, and to model this water movement in order to inform decision 

making on the ground. The study was recommended in the Diep Estuary Management Plan of 2011. 

The project inception meeting was held on 26/03/2015 and was attended by the research team as well as 

staff from the ERM Department. The study will be conducted over two years. 

 

Figure 1. Water from the Diep River mixing with water on the seasonal pans at Rietvlei. 
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2.2 Challenge: The Cape Radio Flyers’ application for a new lease at Rietvlei remains unresolved. At a 

recent meeting of Subcouncil 1 on 19/03/2015, a report on the matter served before the Subcouncil. The 

report recommended that the lease application be refused. The Department’s intention is to restore the site 

of the landing strip back to natural vegetation. 

During the Subcouncil meeting, representatives from the Cape Radio Flyers Club delivered a presentation. 

Subcouncil then resolved that the matter be deferred to another subcouncil meeting. 

Presently the landing strip has not been used since 31/05/2014, pending the final decision from Full Council 

on the club’s future at Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 2. Natural salt marsh vegetation growing on the Cape Radio Flyers’ landing strip at Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 3. Impact area of the Cape Radio Flyers’ operations in Rietvlei. 
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3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1 The establishment of protected area advisory committees at City of Cape Town nature reserves and 

natural areas was advertised in the media from 4 to 13 February 2015, in terms of the National Environmental 

Management: Protected Areas Act, Act 57 of 2003 (see below Figures 4-5). Interested parties had to visit 

www.capetown.gov.za/paac for further information and to download application forms. Applications had 

to be sent to Natanya Dreyer at paac@capetown.gov.za before 10 March 2015. All applications were 

reviewed by the Branch on 23/03/2015. The members of the new committees will be advised in writing. 

 

Figure 4. Advertisement in the Cape Times of 4 February 2015. 

 

Figure 5. Advertisements in Die Burger of 4 February 2015. 
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4 FLORA 

4.1 Invasive and/or alien vegetation workload assessments were conducted by the Nature Reserve staff 

together with the Invasive Species Unit of Westlake. The assessments help with the planning, scheduling and 

funding of alien clearing projects in the Nature Reserve. 

During this quarter, invasive species were removed by the Nature Reserve team from the Bird Hide Block, 

Coastal Section and the Milnerton Lagoon Section. Expanded Public Works teams also removed invasive 

species from the Diep River Section, the Fynbos Corridor and Milnerton Ridge. A Working for Wetlands 

contractor was also appointed to clear invasive vegetation in the Diep River Section. 

4.2 Water hyacinth removal was conducted in the Diep River, Milnerton Ridge canal and the Milnerton 

Lagoon during this quarter. This work is still ongoing.  

Biological control agents (Water hyacinth plant-hopper, Megamelus scutellaris) were released on the water 

hyacinth at Zoarvlei. 

4.3  Herbicide treatment of bulrush (Typha 

capensis) reedbeds was undertaken by HENCHEM 

at reed beds in Waves’ Edge, Dolphin Beach, and 

Zoarvlei Section. This work is intended to alleviate the 

social impacts of seed dispersal from the reed beds. 

The City of Cape Town paid R300,000 towards the 

chemical treatment of the reed in Waves’ Edge and 

Dolphin Beach, and the Paardeneiland City 

Improvement District (PECID) paid R100,000 for the 

chemical treatment of a portion of reeds in Zoarvlei. 

A burn permit application was submitted for the 

burning of the reed beds in the Zoarvlei Section. It is 

planned to burn these reed beds in the next quarter. 

The outcome of the permit application is still being 

awaited.  

Figure 6. HENCHEM working in Waves' Edge Wetland. 

 

5 FAUNA 

5.1 Wildlife photography at the Rietvlei wetlands often captures wonderful sights in nature. Frieda 

Prinsloo graciously agreed that some of her photographs may appear in this report (see Figures 7-8). 

Very rare sightings of a Yellow-billed stork and a Marsh owl were submitted to the Nature Reserve by Frieda. 

These sightings help the Reserve Management to record the presence of species that are either very rare or 

very difficult to detect. 

Visitors are encouraged to submit their photographs to Reserve Management. 

 

Figure 7. Yellow-billed stork by Frieda Prinsloo (4 February 2015). 

 

Figure 8. Marsh owl by Frieda Prinsloo (12 September 2012). 
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5.2  An integrated bird census was conducted on 16/01/2015. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve team and volunteers and covered 11 survey sections (see Figures 9-10 for details). 

The water birds numbered a total of 3,811 birds comprising of 41 species. This is 1419 more birds than in the 

previous quarter. 

These included 1 Great crested grebe, 11 Little grebe, 367 White pelican, 55 Whitebreasted cormorant, 38 

Reed cormorant, 8 African darter, 15 Grey heron, 5 Blackheaded heron, 3 Purple heron, 15 Little egret, 21 

Yellowbilled egret, 29 Sacred ibis, 8 Glossy ibis, 7 African spoonbill, 572 Greater flamingo, 150 Lesser 

flamingo, 524 Egyptian goose, 55 Yellowbilled duck, 21 Cape teal, 63 Cape shoveller, 454 Spurwinged 

goose, 1 African fish eagle, 16 Common moorhen, 593 Redknobbed coot, 3 African bloack oystercatcher, 

103 Blacksmith lapwing, 1 Common sandpiper, 12 Greenshank, 2 Curlew sandpiper, 120 Pied avocet, 7 

Blackwinged stilt, 6 Water thicknee, 32 Kelp gull, 332 Hartlaub's gull, 3 Caspian tern, 9 Swift tern, 120 

Common tern, 3 Pied kingfisher, 1 Malachite kingfisher, 20 Cape wagtail, and 5 Mallard hybrids. 

Any keen birders who want to participate in the bird censuses are welcome to volunteer their time between 

09:00 and 12:00 on the predetermined dates. The next bird censuses will take place on 17 April, 17 July, and 

16 October 2015. Please call the office to confirm. 

 

Figure 9. Pie chart of the numbers of birds per survey section. 

 

Figure 10. Pie chart of bird groups recorded during the bird census. 

 

5.3 A reptile and spider survey was conducted by the Cape Reptile Club and staff from the Table Bay 

NR at the Milnerton Racecouse Section on 28/02/2015. Below are some of the spiders that were found. 

 

Figure 11. Band orb spinner. 

 

Figure 12. Garden orb web spider. 
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5.4 Trap arrays were used by student Hester Pentz to sample small mammals and reptiles. Species that 

were found in the Rietvlei Section included: 

 Olive house snake; 

 Brant’s climbing mouse (new species record for the Nature Reserve); 

 Forest shrew; 

 Striped field mouse; 

 African pygmy mouse; and a 

 variety of scorpions and spiders.  

 

Figure 13. Olive house snake. 

 

Figure 14. Forest shrew. 

 

Figure 15. Brant's climbing mouse. 

 

Figure 16. Unidentified scorpion. 

  

5.5 Additional fauna sightings were made during this quarter, including Sand Prawns and a very rare 

snake called an Egg-eater (see Figures 17-18 below). 

 

Figure 17. Sand prawn. 

 

Figure 18. Egg-eater. 
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5.6 A Cape grysbok was injured by a horse on 

the sand track around the Milnerton Racecourse 

Section on 24/03/2015. The grysbok was concussed 

and a veterinarian from the Baker & Mcveigh Equine 

Hospital treated the grysbok near the Racecourse 

after the accident.  

It was thereafter taken to the SPCA’s Wildlife Unit for 

further treatment. The grysbok recovered from the 

concussion and was micro-chipped. A decision was 

made to release this grysbok at the Atlantic Beach 

Golf Estate, rather than at Milnerton Racecourse. 

During the next quarter, two more grysbok will be 

removed from the Milnerton Racecourse in a game 

capture operation and swapped with two other 

antelope from Atlantic Beach to prevent genetic 

inbreeding in these isolated populations. 

 

Figure 19. The same grysbok being released after recovery. 

 

Figure 20. The injured Cape grysbok. 

 

6 SOIL 

Nothing to report. 

 

7 WATER 

7.1 Water samples were taken at 15 sampling points in the Rietvlei wetland system by Scientific Services 

technicians on 27/01/2015, 24/02/2015, and 31/03/2015. The analysis reports from these samples are 

received on a monthly basis. 

 

8 FIRE 

8.1  Wildfires occurred in several locations in the Nature Reserve, especially in the Diep River Section and 

Zoarvlei Section. All the fires were mapped and post-fire litter clean-ups were conducted. The Nature 

Reserve team assisted the Fire Department to control some of the fires. 

Table Bay Nature Reserve also assisted with the extended Peninsula Fires at the beginning of March, and 

spent a day on the fire line at Constantia on 05/03/2015. 

8.2 Fire prevention measures were put in place at various locations, including firebreaks along portions 

of the Diep River and Zoarvlei Sections. 
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8.3 Three prescribed ecological burns took place during this quarter that Table Bay Nature Reserve staff 

assisted in. A management block of Tygerberg Nature Reserve was burned on 09/02/2015 with a crew from 

Table Bay NR assisting. Two management blocks of Helderberg Nature Reserve were burned on 25/02/2015 

and 31/03/2015. During both these burns a crew from Table Bay NR also assisted. Koos Retief was a Sector 

Boss on the latter date at on one of the three sectors at Helderberg burn (see below images). 

 

Figure 21. Prescribed burning at Tygerberg Nature Reserve. 

 

Figure 22. Prescribed burning at Helderberg Nature Reserve. 

 

8.4 An application for a permit to burn a portion of reed beds in Zoarvlei was submitted to the Air 

Pollution Control Department. A site inspection was held with the Air Pollution Control Department on 

18/03/2015. Fire break cutting was done during this quarter to prepare the site for a burn in the next quarter. 

 

Figure 23. Portion of Zoarvlei that is being planned for burning during the next quarter. 

  



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 JANUARY TO 31 MARCH 2015 10 

 

9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION 

9.1  Stakeholder Engagement 

 Table Bay NR staff attended no less than 27 official meetings with stakeholders; 

 The reserve facilities were used to benefit no less than 335 people over 20 event days; and 

 Environmental education and outreach benefited no less than 273 people over 5 event days. 

 The Nature Reserve was visited by 4,573 visitors in this quarter, bringing in R84,909 in income. 

9.1.1  Internal Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 15 internal meetings during this quarter: 

 29/01/2015: Environmental Internship Awards (Green Point); 

 30/01/2015: North Region Health and Safety Committee (at Blaauwberg NR); 

 30/01/2015: North Region Management Committee (at Blaauwberg NR); 

 18/02/2015: Planning of the Fynbos Corridor development through Parklands; 

 18/02/2015: Site meeting at planned burn block at Helderberg NR; 

 23/02/2015: Monitoring and evaluation review with Cliff Dorse and Leighan Mossop; 

 26/02/2015: Branch meeting (Kenilworth Racecourse); 

 27/02/2015: North Region Management Committee (at Table Bay NR); 

 02/03/2015: Environmental Authorisation for Stormwater Maintenance (Civic Centre); 

 13/03/2015: Student research proposal presentation (Kristo Pienaar Centre); 

 18/03/2015: Zoarvlei burn permit application site inspection; 

 23/03/2015: Review of applications for Protected Area Advisory Committees; 

 25/03/2015: North Region Health and Safety Committee (at Table Bay NR); 

 25/03/2015: North Region Management Committee (at Table Bay NR); and 

 26/03/2015: Students’ competence assessments. 

9.1.2  External Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 12 external meetings during this quarter: 

 13/01/2015: Nature Conservation Learnership interviews; 

 24/01/2015: Subcouncil 15 nature reserve site visits; 

 27/01/2015: Nature Conservation Learnership induction day; 

 28/01/2015: Typha capensis control discussion; 

 28/01/2015: Milnerton Aquatic Club commodore regarding club issues; 

 02/02/2015: Launch of the False Bay Nature Reserve’s Ramsar designation; 

 13/02/2015: Learnership mentors meeting; 

 19/02/2015: Friends of Rietvlei evening talk by Ulrike Irlich about invasive species; 

 04/03/2015: Dr Radloff from CPUT about WIL student progress; 

 24/03/2015: NQF level 5 Learnership briefing meeting; 

 26/03/2015: Geohydrology study launch meeting; and 

 27/03/2015: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee meeting. 

9.2  Partnerships and Benefit to People 

9.2.1  Rietvlei Education Centre Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding visiting school groups, generated about 43 person 

days of benefit to people over four event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

06/02/2015 Learnerships Exams 6 

19/02/2015 Blaauwberg development area ELC  Meeting 12 

19/02/2015 Friends of Rietvlei Evening talk 15 

12/03/2015 NCC Environmental Services Learners support day 10 

TOTAL 43 
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9.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma generated 292 person days of benefit to people over 16 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

13/01/2015 CTEET  Learnership interviews 6 

24/01/2015 Subcouncil 15 & ward committee Nature reserve visit 33 

26-30/01/2015 BMB WIL students Induction week (20 per day) 100 

13/02/2015 CTEET Learnership Learnership mentors workshop 12 

19/02/2015 CTEET Learnership How to Conduct Yourself in an Interview  12 

23/02/2015 CTEET Learnership How to Compile a CV  12 

25/02/2015 ERMD Environmental compliance training 10 

06/03/2015 NCC Environmental Services Environmental ethics training 10 

11/03/2015 
Provincial Department Environment 

Affairs and Development Planning 

Provincial biodiversity strategy & action plan: 

Stakeholders participation & presentation of 

draft document 

21 

13/03/2015 Invasive Species unit 
Drug and Substance abuse & Foetal Alcohol 

Syndrome 
30 

20/03/2015 IOSM Safety meeting 15 

28/03/2015 WESSA AGM 31 

TOTAL 292 

 

9.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach 

Environmental Education and Outreach, including the now famous school holiday programmes, generated 

273 person days of benefit to people over 5 event days.  

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 

PERSON-

DAYS 
PROGRAMME 

07/03/2015 Table View High School – Eco club 6 1 7 Guided walk, bird ID, miniSass 

09/03/2015 Parklands College 74 4 78 Joined SANCCOB programme 

23/03/2015 Table View Primary School 53 2 55 Joined SANCCOB programme 

24/03/2015 Table View Primary School 63 2 65 Joined SANCCOB programme 

26/03/2015 Table View Primary School 66 2 68 Joined SANCCOB programme 

TOTALS  262 11 273 TOTALS   

 

9.2.3.1 A “stuffed” crocodile was donated by Pat 

Downing from the Milnerton Aquatic Club to the 

Rietvlei Education Programme. 

This specimen was inherited from John Gray, a 

member of the Ship Society of S.A., who was a 

Marine Engineer. The croc was apparently obtained 

in the Congo, and he wanted it donated to Nature 

Conservation.  

John, who was diagnosed with pancreatic and liver 

cancer, passed away in the Helderberg Hospice on 

Monday 12 January 2015.  

This crocodile is now used to as an exhibit for visiting 

school groups. 
 

Figure 24. Pat Downing handing over the "stuffed" crocodile. 
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Figure 25. Student David Copley helping Parklands College kids with 
fish dissections. 

 

Figure 26. Site manager Landi Louw teaching Parklands College kids 
about medicinal plants. 

 

Figure 27. Table View Primary kids exploring the waters at Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 28. Student Hester Pentz helping Table View Primary kids to 
find aquatic invertebrates. 

  

9.3 Visitors and Income 

9.3.1  Income from visitors at the Rietvlei Water 

Area during this quarter was R84,909 from 4,573 

visitors. This is the most income ever recorded in any 

quarter at Rietvlei, and is over R13,323 more than the 

previous quarter. Figure 29 indicates the first quarters 

(January to March) over the last five years. 

During this quarter the electronic cash register broke 

twice. Repairs are underway, and currently manual 

transaction slips are used to record the information. 

The Nature Reserve is considering investing in an on-

line Point of Sale system to replace the old 

electronic cash register. 
 

Figure 29. Comparison of income from the first quarters of each year 
since 2011. 
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10 STAFF 

10.1 An induction programme for all Work-Integrated Learning students was held at the Rietvlei Boma 

from 25-30/01/2015. The induction programmes covers various aspects of conservation management in an 

urban context, as well as the importance of community involvement in nature reserves. 

10.2  Two Nature Conservation students from the 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) 

have started their Work-Integrated Learning 

programme at the nature reserve. The students are 

Hester Pentz and David Pickering-Copley. 

Dr Frans Radloff from the CPUT visited the students 

on 04/03/2015 to monitor their progress. 

Competence assessments were done on 

26/03/2015. 

All the Work-Integrated Learning students on the 

City’s nature reserves had an opportunity to present 

their proposals for the research component of their 

year programmes to managers in the Branch. The 

presentations were done at the Kristo Pienaar 

Centre at Tygerberg Nature Reserve on 31/03/2015. 

Hester will be researching the Australian tube-worms 

in Milnerton Lagoon Section and David will be 

researching the impact of illegal cattle grazing in the 

Diep River Section.  

 

Figure 30. Hester Pentz and David Pickering-Copley. 

10.3 Nature Guardianship Learnerships at Table 

Bay Nature Reserve, include three candidates from 

2014 on NQF level 2 that have completed their 

courses. These candidates are Viwe Maposa, 

Ntombesithathu Mathontsi, and Pamella Mrebe. All 

three these candidates have also passed 

qualification tests to join the NQF level 5 Nature 

Guardanship, which started in this quarter in 2015. 

Three additional NQF level 2 Nature Guardianship 

Learnership candidates for 2015 have started this 

quarter. These candidates are Neliswa Siyotula, 

Ndileka Siyotula, and Nonzuzo Ginyana (see across). 

Three permanent staff members are also on NQF 

level 5 Nature Guardianship Learnship courses that 

are run over three years. These candidates are 

Clinton Roux, Kyle Kelly and Christopher Singo. 

This means that there are nine people on various 

Learnerships employed at the Nature Reserve: three 

temporary candidates on NQF 2, three temporary 

candidates on NQF 5, and three permanent staff 

members on NQF 5. 

The training courses are coordinated between the 

City of Cape Town, the Cape Town Environmental 

Education Trust (CTEET), and the NCC. 

Landi Louw supervises the six temporary candidates 

that are employed through CTEET. 

 

Figure 31. Neliswa Siyotula, Ndileka Siyotula, and Nonzuzo Ginyana. 
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10.4 Environmental Intern Karen Merrett, who was 

based at Table Bay Nature Reserve, was named 

“Most Outstanding Intern of 2014” in a group of 

more than 30 candidates in the City’s Urban 

Sustainability Internship programme. 

Karen reported to Elzette Krynauw in the North 

Region and her focus was environmental education. 

She worked at both the Rietvlei and Blaauwberg 

environmental education centres. 

Karen is currently studying at the Cape Peninsula 

University of Technology in order to complete the 

B.Tech degree in Nature Conservation. 

Karen’s contract has come to an end, but we wish 

her all the best for her future and hope that her 

career in conservation will take her to new heights. 
 

Figure 32. Karen Merrett at the Internship Awards Ceremony. 

10.5 Training of staff at the Table Bay Nature Reserve amounted to no less than 11 person days over four 

event days, including the following: 

 Annual training needs analyses were submitted for all staff; 

 23/01/2015: SAP Chairperson and Initiator training (1 person day); 

 30/01/2015: Excel training (3 person days) 

 30/01/2015: Occupational Health and Safety Training for Groen Sebenza Interns (1 person day); 

 12/02/2015: Snake identification (6 person days); 

10.6 The Groen Sebenza Intern Mashudu Sikhwivhilu, who is responsible for the management of the 

Zoarvlei and Coastal Sections of the Nature Reserve, is currently on maternity leave and will return to work 

on 03/08/2015. The Nature Conservation students will be taking over some of her responsibilities during her 

absence. Mashudu gave birth to a baby girl named Ndimuhulu on 30 March. We wish her all the best.  

 

11 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

11.1  Illegal structures and litter were removed from the Coastal Section along the R27. General litter 

clean-ups were also conducted at Rietvlei Section along the R27 as well as the Milnerton Lagoon. 

 

Figure 33. Littering in a braai area at Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 34. Illegal structure in the Coastal Section. 
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12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT 

12.1 The traffic lines at the Rietvlei Main Entrance Gate were upgraded by an internal road line painting 

team from Killarney. The new lines are intended to channel traffic and limit conflict with pedestrians. 

 

Figure 35. View of the gate house from inside the reserve. 

 

Figure 36. View of the gate house from the public entrance. 

 

12.3 The Old Friends Bird Hide’s roof and woodwork was upgraded and repaired by the Friends of Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 37. Bird hide before repairs. 

 

Figure 38. Bird hide after the repairs. 

 

12.3 Repairs and maintenance was undertaken on the Nature Reserve vehicles, portions of the 

boardwalks, the buoys in the Rietvlei Water Area, and fencing in the Diep River and Coastal Section. The 

Nature Reserve asset register was checked and scanned by Barbara Sadler on 10-11/03/2015. 

 

Figure 39. Repairs to a section of the boardwalk. 

 

Figure 40. Repairs to fencing along the R27 at the Coastal Section. 
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