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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The African parties to the Africa-Eurasion Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) met in Cape Town in August. 

A field trip was arranged for 37 conference delegates to visit the Rietvlei wetlands on 26/08/2015.  

 The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its inaugural 

meeting on 10 July 2015. The meeting was attended by 28 people from 22 organisations. 

 Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) of South Africa were reviewed by BirdLife SA. The Rietvlei 

Wetland Reserve has been listed as an IBA since the directory was first published in 1998. 

 The annual reserve site visit of the Branch Manager took place on 20/08/2015.  

 Spring walks were conducted in the Milnerton Racecourse Section, as advertised in the local press. 

 An integrated bird census counted a total of 2,046 birds comprising 37 species. 

 A nocturnal animal survey in the Milnerton Racecourse counted 50 Cape dwarf chameleons. 

 A camera trapping survey of six cameras was placed in the Nature Reserve.  

 Rainfall was far below average during this quarter. 

 A talk on Milnerton Racecourse Section was presented by Landi Louw to the Friends of Rietvlei.  

 The Fynbos Forum 2015 was attended by Student Hester Pentz with a poster based on her ongoing 

research project into factors affecting the distribution of coral worms in the Milnerton Lagoon.  

 Environmental Education and Outreach, including the now famous school holiday programmes, 

generated 484 person days of benefit to people over seven event days. 

 Income from visitors at the Rietvlei Water Area during this quarter was R53,789 from 2,821 visitors. 

 A Tsebo Bohlale Graduate Internship Programme intern, Andiswa Ngcai, was placed at Rietvlei.  

 Displaced peoples’ illegal structures were removed from various management sections.  

 Illegal hunting snares were discovered in the Diep River Section and a suspect was apprehended. 

 

Figure 1. Cape clawless otter at Rietvlei (photo by Frieda Prinsloo). 
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2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 HIGHLIGHT: The African parties to the Africa-Eurasion Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) met in Cape 

Town in August. A special field trip was arranged for about 37 conference delegates to visit the Rietvlei 

wetlands and the SANCCOB rehabilitation centre at Table Bay Nature Reserve on 26/08/2015.  

The field trip was hosted at the Rietvlei Education Centre by the City of Cape Town, BirdLife SA, Cape Bird 

Club, SANCCOB, and the National Department of Environmental Affairs. Altogether there were about 60 

people taking part in this field trip. Though most of the foreign delegates were French-speaking, the 

assistance of an interpreter helped to facilitate understanding.  

The delegates had the opportunity to go out into the field and identify South Africa’s own water birds in 

their natural habitat as well as see how the penguins are being rehabilitated at SANCCOB.  

Koos Retief gave a welcoming and introduction and 

also guided the delegates around the seasonal 

wetlands at Rietvlei (see Figures 2-3).  

We are very proud to have been selected by this 

conference for their field trip. 

 

Figure 2. Some of the conference delegates outside the Rietvlei 
Education Centre. 

 

Figure 3. Article in regional press about the AEWA conference in 
Cape Town. 

 

2.2 CHALLENGE: Displaced people and the construction of illegal structures are increasing the pressure 

on the Nature Reserve. 

Some of the management sections that suffer from 

these threats include the Zoarvlei Wetlands, 

Milnerton Lagoon, the Coastal Section, the Diep 

River and the Fynbos Corridor. 

The impacts associated with illegal occupation of 

natural areas include large scale litter accumulation, 

damage to council property, trapping of birds and 

animals, illegal fires, and a reduction in the sense of 

security (see Figure 4). 

Nature Reserve staff work with support from the 

Displaced People’s Unit, Anti-Land Invasion, and City 

Law Enforcement to remove illegal structures (see 

Section 11 for more information).  

Social Development assist displaced people to find 

accommodation, if and when they are willing to 

cooperate. Very few illegal occupants ever do 

cooperate with them, but instead remain outside.  

 

Figure 4. Paardeneiland with flamingoes in Zoarvlei Wetland in the 
background, and an illegal structure in the foreground. 
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3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1 The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its inaugural 

meeting on 10 July 2015. The meeting was attended by 28 people from 22 organisations (see below): 

External members and civil society 

 Brooklyn & Ysterplaat Residents Association 

 Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve  

 CapeNature 

 Department of Water and Sanitation  

 Dolphin Beach Body Corporate 

 Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area 

 Friends of Rietvlei 

 Milnerton Aquatic Club 

 Milnerton Canoe Club  

 Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers Association 

 Paardeneiland City Improvement District 

 WP Freshwater Angling Association 

 Woodbridge Island Body Corporate 

City of Cape Town 

 Subcouncil 1 

 Biodiversity Management Branch 

 City Parks Operations: Northern District 

 Environmental and Heritage Management  

 Rivers, Stormwater & Catchment  

Management Branch 

Guests 

 Department of Environmental Affairs  

 Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning (Provincial)  

 SANCCOB 

 University of Stellenbosch 

The agenda consisted of the following presentations and proposals: 

 Introduction to Table Bay Nature Reserve by Mr Koos Retief 

 Quarterly Report Feedback by Mr Koos Retief 

 Diep Estuary Management Plan feedback by Ms Landi Louw 

 Hydrology & geohydrological study and hydrodynamic modelling of the Diep Estuary by Mr Wageed 

Kamish and Mr Ross Campbell 

 Annual Water Quality Review by Ms Candice Haskins 

 Security proposal for Milnerton Ridge boundary by Mr Rolf Spaeth 

The committee also adopted the Constitution and Code of Conduct, and resolved to accept late 

applications from SANCCOB and the National Department of Environmental Affairs. The committee 

however had no nominations for a chairperson and therefore a chairperson was not yet elected. 

3.2 Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) 

of South Africa were reviewed by BirdLife South 

Africa and its partners in birdlife conservation. The 

Rietvlei Wetland Reserve has been listed as an IBA 

since the directory was first published in 1998.  

The 2015 revision updates much of the information 

from the first directory and makes some changes to 

the listings and names.  

The Rietvlei Wetland Reserve listing underwent a 

name change to Rietvlei Wetland: Table Bay Nature 

Reserve. Key information in the listing was updated.  

BirdLife SA launched the new glossy report and a 

summarised status report at an event held at the 

False Bay Nature Reserve on 16/09/2015.  

Koos Retief attended the launch on behalf of Table 

Bay Nature Reserve, and received complimentary 

copies of the printed resources to keep at the office. 

Rietvlei Wetland is one of 23 IBAs in the Western 

Cape and 112 IBAs in the whole of South Africa. 

 

Figure 5. BirdLife South Africa’s Important Bird and Biodiversity 
Areas of South Africa resources and Status Report of 2015.  

 

3.3 The annual reserve site visit of the Branch Manager, Ms Julia Wood, took place at Table Bay Nature 

Reserve on 20/08/2015. Koos Retief hosted the event, and was assisted by Landi Louw and Christopher 

Singo. Field trips were undertaken to the Milnerton Racecourse Section, which is managed by Landi Louw, 

and to the Diep River and Fynbos Corridor Sections that are managed by Christopher Singo. Biodiversity 

Coordinator, Cliff Dorse, and Monitoring & Evaluation Coordinator, Leighan Mossop also attended. 
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4 FLORA 

4.1 Spring walks were conducted in the 

Milnerton Racecourse Section, as advertised in the 

local press from 15-20/09/2015 (see Figures 6-7).  

Landi Louw hosted the Spring walks with the 

assistance of various nature conservation students.  

Four guided walks were attended by 42 people in 

total. The portion of the reserve where the spring 

walks are hosted is normally not accessible to the 

public due to being inside the horse running track. 

 

Figure 6. A spring walker meeting a Cape dwarf chameleon. 

 

Figure 7. A group of spring walkers. 

4.2 Some of the spectacular wildflowers from the Nature Reserve are reproduced below, including 

Ferraria crispa and Maraea gawleri (see Figures 8-9). 

 

Figure 8. Ferrari crispa in Coastal Section (photo sent by Maleen). 

 

Figure 9. Moraea gawleri at Milnerton Racecourse. 

4.3 Invasive and alien vegetation clearing during this quarter focused mainly on water hyacinth, Port 

Jackson, emergent annual weeds of various species, and Eucalyptus (gum) trees. 

Water hycinth clearing was conducted in the Diep River, Milnerton Canal, and Milnerton Lagoon Sections. 

Manual clearing was used in conjunction with herbicide treatent and biological control in selected areas. 

Port Jacksons were removed from various parts in Rietvlei, Zoarvlei, and Diep River Sections, while Manatoka 

trees were removed from the Milneton Lagoon section along the boundary of the Milnerton Golf Club. 
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5 FAUNA 

5.1  An integrated bird census was conducted on 24/07/2015. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve team and staff from other nature reserves and covered 11 survey sections (see Figures 10-12 for 

details). The water birds numbered a total of 2,046 birds comprising 37 species. These included: 

 1 Water thicknee, 1 Giant kingfisher, 1 Malachite 

kingfisher, 2 Glossy ibis, 2 African fish eagle, 2 

Three-banded plover, 2 Caspian tern, 4 Purple 

heron, 4 African spoonbill, 4 African black duck, 4 

African black oystercatcher, 5 Blackheaded 

heron, 5 Little egret, 5 Mallard hybrid, 7 Hadeda 

ibis, and 8 Yellowbilled egret, that accounted for 

2,8% of the water birds. 

 12 Blackwinged stilt, 13 Little grebe, 16 Cape 

wagtail, 17 Cape teal, 19 Great crested grebe, 20 

Grey heron, 23 Sacred ibis, 33 African darter, 58 

Yellowbilled duck, 59 Reed cormorant, 62 Kelp 

gull, 65 Blacksmith lapwing, 71 Common 

moorhen, 79 Cape shoveller, 83 White pelican, 

and 85 Whitebreasted cormorant, that 

accounted for 34,9% of the water birds. 

 111 Southern pochard, 169 Egyptian goose, 181 

Hartlaub's gull, 397 Redknobbed coot, and 416 

Greater flamingo, that accounted for the 

remaining 62,3% of the water birds. 

 Additional species were observed, including 

Cape weaver, Common waxbill, Helmeted 

Guineafowl, Cape bulbul and Black shouldered 

kite. 
 

Figure 10. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts. 

 

Figure 11. Relative contribution from the various groups of birds. 

 

Figure 12. Relative contribution of birds from the survey sections. 
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5.2 A nocturnal animal survey was conducted in the Milnerton Racecourse by Landi Louw with several 

volunteers. A total of 50 Cape dwarf chameleons were counred during the survey (see below Figures 13-14). 

 

Figure 13. A Cape dwarf chameleon on night. 

 

Figure 14. The nocturnal survey team. 

5.3 A steenbok (Raphicerus campestris) was released in the Rietvlei Section after it was captured by 

Cliff Dorse and Andre Rossouw in a Public Open Space in the Parklands / Sunningdale area. Unlike Cape 

grysbok, Steenbok do not survive in urban area, therefore the animal was captured and relacoted into 

Rietvlei (see below Figures 15-16 for images of the animal’s release into Rietvlei). 

 

Figure 15. The Steenbok in the transport crate. 

 

Figure 16. The Steenbok running free in Rietvlei. 

5.4 A camera trapping survey was planned for the Table Bay Nature Reserve. Six camera traps were 

placed in strategic locations throughout the Nature Reserve on 30/09/2015. The traps are activated by 

motion sensors and are intended to record animals that move past them. Camera traps have been used 

successfully in many areas to confirm the presence of elusive or nocturnal wildlife species. The results from 

this survey will be analysed and reported during the next quarter. 

 

Figure 17. Southern pochard (photo by Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 18. Great white pelican (Frieda Prinsloo). 
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6 SOIL 

Nothing to report. 

7 WATER 

7.1 Rainfall was below average during this quarter, with Rietvlei only receiving 141mm and Milnerton 

Racecourse 144,5mm. During 2015, only January, June and July received above-average rainfall. All the 

other months so far have received well below the average (see Figure 19 below). 

 

Figure 19. Monthly rainfall records plotted over the average rainfall. 

The rainfall accumulation curves in Figure 20 below indicate the deficit in rainfall thus far. In 2015, the rainfall 

to date has only accumulated to 300mm, whereas normally it exceeds 410mm by September.  

The banks of the Diep River and Rietvlei have not been flooded this far. The low rainfall also means that in 

the coming summer season the seasonal wetlands could prematurely dry out. 

 

Figure 20. Rainfall accumulation curves plotted over the average accumulation. 
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8 FIRE 

8.1 Prescribed ecological burning was conducted at Klein Dassenberg Nature Reserve (Atlantis) and in 

Duinefontein near Melkbosstrand. Table Bay Nature Reserve staff assisted with burning of brush piles after 

invasive vegetation clearing was completed by contractors. The brush piles consisted mostly of felled Port 

Jackson’s that were stacked into large heaps for later burning. Seven days were used for this burning work, 

including 13-15, 20, 22-23, and 28 July 2015 (see below Figure 21 from Klein Dassenberg). 

 

Figure 21. Burning of brush piles at Klein Dassenberg. 

 

8.2 Preparation of firebreaks in Table Bay Nature Reserve was undertaken at Sandpiper Crescent, as well 

as along fence lines at Pentz Drive and the R27 at Rietvlei. Firebreaks are used to access perimeters in case 

of the need to fight a fire, and to slow the spread of fires. Frebreaks are not, however, able to stop all fires. 

8.3 Mapping of the fire history of Table Bay Nature Reserve was brought up to date by capturing all the 

GPS mapped fire boundaries onto a geographical information system (GIS) at head office.  

A fire history map is a visual representation of fire events in a given area and can be used to determine the 

vegetation ages in an area. It can also be used to prioritise areas for future prescribed burning, when and 

where necessary.  

A fire history map has its limitations in the sense that fire events that took place before record-keeping 

started might not be documened in any way. Sometimes small fires go undetected if they occur after hours. 

We therefore request neighbours to advise us when they observe fires in the nature reserve. 

See Figure 22 overleaf for an extract of the updated colour-coded fire history map based on recent fire s. 
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Figure 22. Extract of the updated fire history map of Table Bay Nature Reserve. 
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9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION 

9.1  Stakeholder Engagement 

9.1.1 Internal Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 8 official internal meetings during this quarter: 

 24/07/2015: Integrated Performance Management meeting; 

 31/07/2015: North Region Health & Safety Committee; 

 31/07/2015: North Region Management Committee; 

 20/08/2015: Branch Manager’s annual reserve site visit; 

 04/09/2015: North Region Management Committee; 

 11/09/2015: Fynbos Corridor restoration site inspection with Dr Pat Holmes; 

 14/09/2015: Flora Management Committee; and 

 18/09/2015: Biodiversity Management Branch meeting. 

9.1.2  External Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 8 official external meetings during this quarter: 

 09/07/2015: Wooden Bridge restoration meeting with consultants; 

 10/07/2015: Table Bay Nature Reserve Advisory Committee; 

 22/07/2015: Wooden Bridge restoration meeting with DEA&DP; 

 31/07/2015: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; 

 28/08/2015: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; 

 10/09/2015: Environmental Management level 5 learnership induction meeting at NCC; 

 17/09/2015: Friends of Rietvlei evening meeting; and 

 23/09/2015: Subcouncil 15 regarding Branch Manager’s Annual Report to Council. 

 

9.2  Benefit to People 

9.2.1  Rietvlei Education Centre Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding visiting school groups, generated about 67 person 

days of benefit to people over three event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

20/08/2015 Blaauwberg Development Area 

Environmental Liaison Committee 

Meeting 12 

20/08/2015 Friends of Rietvlei Evening talk 30 

17/09/2015 Friends of Rietvlei Evening talk 25 

TOTAL 67 

 

 A talk on the management of the Milnerton Racecourse Section of the Table Bay Nature Reserve 

was presented by Landi Louw to the Friends of Rietvlei at their evening meeting on 17/09/2015. The 

Friends of Rietvlei host regular evening meetings with guest speakers at the Rietvlei Education 

Centre. People that are interested to join the Friends of Rietvlei can look at their website at 

www.friendsofrietvlei.co.za.  

 The Fynbos Forum 2015 was held in Montagu from 3-6/08/2015. Student Hester Pentz presented a 

poster at the forum, based on her ongoing coral worm research project, titled “Factors affecting the 

distribution of Ficopomatus enigmaticus in the Milnerton Lagoon and estimated cost of removal.” 

See Figure 23 overleaf for an example of the poster that was presented. 

  

http://www.friendsofrietvlei.co.za/
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Figure 23. Hester Pentz’s poster presented at the Fynbos Forum 2015. 
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9.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma generated 440 person days of benefit to people over 23 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

10/07/2015 TBNR Advisory Committee Meeting 29 

13/07/2015 Holiday programme group Legless lizards programme 35 

15/07/2015 Holiday programme group The enviro-school of rock 30 

16/07/2015 Holiday programme group Triassic Trio programme 33 

21-22/07/2015 NQF level 2 learners First Aid training 32 

28/07/2015 Smart driver training Monitoring and evaluation 9 

11-12/08/2015 EPWP group Financial Skill training 19 

25/08/2015 Wilderness Youth Development Circle Meeting 6 

26-27/08/2015  Basic Fire training Training 38 

31/08 – 1/09/2015 Basic Fire training Training 34 

02-03/09/2015 Basic Fire training Training 28 

14-17/09/2015 NQF level 5 learners Training and Support 48 

18/09/2015 Herbal Homeopathic PTY LTD Teambuilding  75 

21-22/09/2015 NQF level 5 learners Training and support 24 

TOTAL 440 

 

9.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach 

Environmental Education and Outreach, including the now famous school holiday programmes, generated 

484 person days of benefit to people over seven event days (see Figures 24-29 below). 

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 

PERSON-

DAYS 
PROGRAMME 

13/07/2015 Holiday programme group 24 11 35 Legless Lizards 

14/07/2015 Holiday programme group 22 11 33 Chameleon Commotion 

(Milnerton Racecourse) 

15/07/2015 Holiday programme group 22 8 30 The Enviro-school of rock 

16/07/2015 Holiday programme group 27 6 33 Triassic Trio 

26/08/2015 Africa-Eurasion Waterbird 

Agreement field trip 

0 60 60 Guided bird watching walk 

01/09/2015 Rondebosch East Primary School 102 9 111 Animal Habitats (with SANCCOB) 

30/09/2015 Sophakama Primary School 180 2 182 Arbor programme & tree planting 

TOTALS  377 107 484 TOTALS   
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Below are some images from this quarter’s education and outreach experiences. Our staff and students all 

work together to make each child’s learning experience fun and fulfilling. 

The below images were captured at the Rietvlei Education Centre, Milnerton Racecourse, the Rietvlei Boma 

(at the office buildings), and at Sophakama Primary School in Du Doon: 

 

Figure 24. Rondebosch East primary school at the Rietvlei Education 
Centre. 

 

Figure 25. Triassic Trio holiday programme about tortoises, turtles 
and terrapins at Milnerton Racecourse. 

 

Figure 26. Chameleon Commotion holiday programmes with Landi 
Louw at Milnerton Racecourse. 

 

Figure 27. Decorating "tortoise shells" with arts and crafts at the 
Rietvlei Boma. 

 

Figure 28. Arbor Day programme at Sophakama Primary School, Du 
Noon. 

 

Figure 29. Grade 6 learners planted two Wild Plum trees at the 
school grounds. 
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9.3 Visitors and Income 

9.3.1 Income from visitors at the Rietvlei Water Area during this quarter was R53,789 from 2,821 visitors. 

Figures 30-31 indicate the growing trends in both income and recorded visitor numbers since 2010.  

Figure 32 indicates the income at the Rietvlei entrance in the first three quarters of each year since 2010. 

 

Figure 30. Trend in income since 2010. 

 

Figure 31. Trend in recorded visitors since 2010. 

 

Figure 32. Income recorded at the Rietvlei entrance gate in the first three quarters of each year since 2010. 
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10 STAFF 

10.1  Training of permanent and temporary staff at the Table Bay Nature Reserve amounted to no less 

than 98 person days over 35 training events, including the following interventions: 

Date(s) Course 
Number of 

days x 

Number of 

learners = 

Person 

days 

29/06-1/07/2015 NQF 2 Leanerships: Chainsaw & brushcutter training 3 3 9 

13-16/07/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Human Sustainability 4 3 12 

20/07/2015 SAP Project Management Notifications 1 1 1 

21-22/07/2015 NQF 2 Learnerships: First Aid Level 1 2 3 6 

22/07/2015 SAP Project Management Notifications 1 1 1 

27/07/2015 SAP Requisitions & Reservations 1 2 2 

27/31/07/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Environmental Law 5 3 15 

11/08/2015 Anti-hijack training 1 2 2 

19/08/2015 SAP Project Management Notifications 1 1 1 

24/08/2015 Anti-hijack training 1 5 5 

24-27/08/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Environmental Ethics 4 3 12 

28/08/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Environmental Law 1 3 3 

31/08-1/10/2015 Basic Fire Fighting 2 4 8 

3/09/2015 SAP Asset Management 1 2 2 

14-17/09/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Integrated Environmental Analysis Tool 4 3 12 

15/09/2015 Basic Environmental Education and Communication 1 1 1 

29-30/09/2015 
Environmental Management Level 5 Learnership Contact 

Session: Occupational Health & Safety 
2 3 6 

 TOTALS 35  98 

  

 A Tsebo Bohlale Graduate Programme intern, 

Andiswa Ngcai (see Figure 33), was placed at the 

Table Bay Nature Reserve. She reports under Senior 

People and Conservation Officer, Elzette Krynauw. 

 The Fynbos Forum 2015 was held in Montagu from 3-

6/08/2015. Student Hester Pentz presented a poster 

at the forum, based on her research project. Landi 

Louw also attended the forum, and Koos Retief 

attended in his private capacity. 

 The Cape Peninsula University of Technology’s Work-

Integrated Learning Candidates for 2016 were 

interviewed on 12/08/2015. Koos Retief and 

Penelope Glanville represented the North Region’s 

at the interviews. Placements were offered to a 

number of students at North Region nature reserves. 

Two positions were offered at Table Bay. 

 Driver Assessments for Trailer Drawing with Council 

vehicles was conducted at Table Bay Nature 

Reserve on 9/09/2015. Koos Retief, Clinton Roux, Kyle 

Kelly and Allan Gargan successfully passed the 

assessments. They are therefore allowed to draw 

trailers, in accordance with their driver’s licenses, 

with Council vehicles. 

 

Figure 33. Tsebo Bohlale Graduate intern, Andiswa Ngcai. 
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11 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

11.1 Displaced peoples’ illegal structures were removed from various management sections of the 

Nature Reserve during this quarter. Nature Reserve staff are supported by City Law Enforcement, Displaced 

Peoples Unit and Anti-Land Invasion Unit. The following operations were conducted this quarter. 

 02/07/2015: Coastal Section (about three structures; 

 21/08/2015: Fynbos Corridor (about two structures); 

 11/09/2015: Milnerton Lagoon and Coastal Seciton (about nine structures); and 

 17/09/2015: Zoarvlei Section (about 14 structures) 

11.2 Illegal hunting snares were discovered in the Diep River by Site Manager Christopher Singo. After 

receiving this report, Koos Retief investigated the scene and apprehended a suspect in the act of removing 

a Cape spurfowl that was already caught in one of the snares. The suspect also had a bag containing 

various equipment that were being used to set snares, and that may have been used to hunt birds. The 

equipment was confiscated and the suspect was taken to SAPS. The police however never lay charges and 

the suspect was later released with a warning (see Figures 34-36 below). 

 

Figure 34. Snares and hunting equipment. 

 

Figure 35. A snare attached to a bush. 

 

Figure 36. Suspect with a Cape spurfowl 
caught in a snare. 

 

12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT 

 A legal compliance assessment (LCA) was conducted at the Nature Reserve on 7/07/2015. It was 

found that specific occupational health & safety signage is required in certain areas. A quote was 

obtained to install this signage. The gas heaters in the Rietvlei Boma also had to be changed to 

comply with the Community Fire Safety By-Law.  

 An asset verification was completed during this quarter with the assistance of Barbara Stadler. The 

verified asset register is kept on a central database at head office. 

 A damaged section of fence line on the R27 at the Rietvlei wetlands was repaired after an insurance 

claim was awarded. An independent contractor was used to complete the repair work. 

 Two new Stihl F560S brush cutters were procured at the cost of R24,000. These brush cutters will be 

used during invasive vegetation management and fire break cutting. 

 Four new gas heaters were procured at a cost of R3,400. These heaters will replace the previous set 

of gas heaters that were found to be non-compliant with the Community Fire Safety By-law. The old 

gas heaters will be relocated to a nature reserve where they can be utilised legally. 

 Two hand-held two-way radios were written off during this quarter. One radio sustained water 

damage from falling out of a capsizing boat. The other radio was stolen from an employee during a 

mugging incident while off-duty. Insurance claims were entered for both radios. 
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 APPENDIX A: MAP OF RESERVE 
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