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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report summarises the activities of the Table Bay Nature Reserve and its staff in the period April to June 

2016. The report is circulated to about 4,000 email recipients. 

The Table Bay Nature Reserve’s proclamation is gaining momentum with the MEC of Environmental Affairs in 

the Western Cape Province, Anton Bredell, signing the Power of Attorney.  

The Rietvlei Water Area is growing in popularity, which is evidenced by the increasing trend in visitor 

numbers and income being recorded. New tariffs have been issued by the Council. A draft Recreational 

Water Area By-Law was published for public comment and is hoped to be approved by Council shortly. 

The Nature Reserve’s Advisory Committee had its fourth meeting this quarter, which was attended by 32 

representatives of 21 organisations. There are some communities that are not yet represented in this 

committee, including Du Noon, as well as the Table View and Parklands homeowners’ associations.  

The Nature Reserve team, contractors and various City departments conducted alien and invasive 

vegetation management, including initial and follow-up clearing of Port Jackson invasions, as well as 

removing water hyacinth from certain reaches of the Diep River.  

Two temporary staff at the Nature Reserve (one graduate intern and one learnership intern) obtained 

contract positions in the nature conservation industry at other employers. 

The rainfall has recovered to average levels and the seasonal wetlands are now under water again. Nature 

Reserve staff spent about 20 person days at prescribed ecological burns on City of Cape Town land.  

The nature reserve facilities were used by over 822 people for various training and meeting purposes, and 

environmental education programmes. The staff experienced over 51 person days of formal training.  

Animal sightings included several Cape clawless otters and a Caracal. A bird census recorded 2,823 water 

birds of 43 different species. A Cape grysbok census in Milnerton Racecourse recorded 22 grysbok. 

Two Cape clawless otters were killed on Marine Drive by a vehicle and a Cape Grysbok was killed near the 

Milnerton Racecourse by staff at the Milnerton Horse Stables. 

Four illegal plant collectors were apprehended on nature land and arrested by Table View SAPS officers.  

 

  

2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 HIGHLIGHT: The MEC for Environmental Affairs in the Western Cape Province listed 12 reasons for the 

proclamation of the Table Bay Nature Reserve in the Power of Attorney that provides for the notarisation 

and proclamation of the reserve. The proclamation is expected to be gazetted soon. 

2.2 CHALLENGE: Water pollution and littering remains one of the worst challenges for nature reserve staff. 

Management has almost no control over what flows into the natural environment from developed areas, 

but the impacts are felt in the nature reserve. 

  
  



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 APRIL TO 30 JUNE 2016 3 

 

3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1  The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its fourth meeting 

on 21/04/2016.  

The meeting was attended by 32 representatives from 21 organisations and units. There is however no 

representation from ratepayers associations in Du Noon, Table View and Parklands yet. See below list of 

attendance: 

Brooklyn & Ysterplaat Residents Association 

Cape Bird Club  

Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve 

CCT: Biodiversity Management Branch   

CCT: Environmental and Heritage Management Branch 

CCT: Rivers, Stormwater & Catchment Management  

CCT: Subcouncil 1  

CCT: Subcouncil 15 

Department of Environmental Affairs  & Dev. Planning 

Dolphin Beach Body Corporate   

Friends of Rietvlei   

Milnerton Aquatic Club   

Milnerton Canoe Club   

Milnerton Central Residents Association   

Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers Association   

Paardeneiland City Improvement District   

SANCCOB   

Sunset Beach Homeowners Association  

Sunset Links Home Owners Association  

Woodbridge Island Body Corporate 

University of Cape Town 

 

Some of the items on the agenda included: 

 Presentation: Quarterly report feedback by Mr Koos Retief 

 Presentation: Long-term physical, chemical and biological changes in a small, urban estuary (Diep 

River) (a paper by: M Viskich, CL Griffiths, C Erasmus & S Lamberth, in the African Journal of Marine 

Science) by Prof Charles Griffiths 

 Presentation: Water hyacinth biological control in the City by Ms Louise Stafford 

 Feedback on the Diep Estuary Action Plan by Ms Landi Louw 

 Feedback from the Diep River invasive plants sub-working group by Mr Koos Retief 

 Feedback from Diep River water quality sub-working group by Mr Koos Retief 

 Nomination of Frieda Prinsloo as the new representative for the Cape Bird Club 

 Application of Sunset Links Home Owners Association to become a member  

The Advisory Committee was also asked to consider the following items for comment: 

 The Milnerton Aquatic Club's provisional calendar for the 2016/17 season 

 The public participation process for the draft Recreational Water-use By-law of City of Cape Town 

 The draft updated Diep Estuary Management Plan (EMP) and Action Plan 2016 – 2020  

 

3.2 The upgrade of the nature reserve’s protection status is gaining momentum. 

Minister Anton Bredell, Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for Environmental Affairs in the Western 

Cape Province, has signed the Special Power of Attorney for the notarisation and proclamation of the Table 

Bay Nature Reserve in terms of Section 23(3) of the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas 

Act (NEM:PAA), Act no 57 of 2003. 

The proclamation is expected to be gazetted shortly. 

The former proclamation of the Rietvlei Nature Area in 1984 resulted in its designation as a Protected Natural 

Environment (PNE).  

This new proclamation will however encompass more land than the original PNE. The stronger legal 

protection will also afford the Table Bay Nature Reserve the additional enforcement measures as contained 

in the NEM: Protected Areas Act and Regulations. 

The Power of Attorney provides for the necessary notarisation against the notarial deeds of the reserved 

properties. Once the proclamation is gazetted in the government gazette, a copy will be obtained. 

The MEC listed 12 qualifying criteria in substantiation of the protection status being afforded to Table Bay 

Nature Reserve. The 12 qualifying criteria are inserted in Figure 1 overleaf: 
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Figure 1. Twelve qualifying criteria in substantiation of the protection status being afforded to the Table Bay Nature Reserve. 
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3.3 The draft City of Cape Town Recreational Water-use By-law was advertised for public comment 

during this quarter. The By-law aims to promote and regulate safe and ecologically sensitive water-based 

recreational activities on Cape Town’s terrestrial (inland) water bodies.  

There are older by-laws from previous local authorities that regulated water based recreational activities in 

Cape Town, however these were out of date. The draft Recreational Water-use By-law consolidates and 

updates these older by-laws.   

The public and interested parties were afforded the opportunity to make representation and to give input 

to the draft Recreational Water-use By-law, in terms of Section 17 of the Local Government Municipal 

Systems Act. The comment period was open from 1 to 21 May 2016. 

The text of the draft By-Law was prepared by the Manager: Southern Region, Dalton Gibbs. Once all 

comments have been captured and responded to, a final report will be prepared for Council to accept 

the by-law and submit it for gazetting. 

Where a recreational water area falls inside a nature reserve, this by-law will empower the nature reserve’s 

Advisory Committee to make recommendations about the recreational water use patterns and zoning. 

 

Figure 2. Oblique view of a portion of the Rietvlei Recreational Water Area. 

  

3.4 Fifty years ago, on 26 May 1966, Die Burger 

published a short note about the possibility that 

Rietvlei would become a second big harbour for 

Cape Town. This was seen as a strategic 

development for the country (see Figure 3 across). 

At that time, Transnet owned the land at Rietvlei and 

large scale dredging operations had already been 

underway here.  

The dredged sand was exported in pipelines to the 

Cape Town harbour and used to construct the Ben 

Schoeman dock. This went on for several years, but 

by the early 1970s the dredging had been 

abandoned. 

The excavation holes became deep water lakes 

and were quickly re-purposed as the home of the 

Milnerton Aquatic Club in 1976.  

By 1984 the old Transnet properties had been 

donated to the WWF-SA, and the Rietvlei wetlands 

and water area were proclaimed as a Nature Area. 

 

 

Figure 3. Article in DIE BURGER of 26 May 1966. 
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4 FLORA 

4.1 Terrestrial invasive vegetation clearing took place, mainly in the Diep River Section, at: 

 Rivergate Development, north of the railway bridge (second follow-up); 

 Eastern Shore near SATI containers (third follow-up); 

 Fynbos corridor east of Gie Road (maintenance clearing); and 

 North of Blaauwberg Road near L’Afrique (initial clearing). 

4.2 Aquatic invasive vegetation clearing took 

place by means of manual clearing teams in various 

reaches in the Diep River watercourse. The target 

species is primarily floating water hyacinth. 

The clearing work is being undertaken by Expanded 

Public Works Programme (EPWP) teams. Nature 

Reserve staff provides transport of tools.  

Certain reaches of the river have been cleared, but 

new infestations are continually being fed into the 

river with more alien aquatic weeds and litter. 

See Figures 4 and 5 of cleared areas. 

 

Figure 4. A cleared section near the R27 bridge. 

 

Figure 5. A cleared section near Potsdam Waste Water Treatment Works. 

 

The river reaches that remain infested with aquatic weeds and litter include the tributary that flows through 

the Theo Marais Sports Complex, as well as several smaller stormwater tributaries that flow through Milnerton 

Ridge. The Diep River between Blaauwberg Road Bridge and Hopley Road (near McPherson’s Nursery) is 

also completely blocked with water hyacinth plants (see Figures 6 and 7below). 

 

Figure 6. Infested canal through the Theo Marais Sports Complex. 

 

Figure 7. Infestation between Blaauwberg Road and Hopley street. 
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5 FAUNA 

5.1  An integrated bird census was conducted on 15/04/2016. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve team and a volunteer, covering 11 survey sections. Even though the seasonal pans were 

completely dry, and no birds were seen there, the water birds still numbered a total of 2,823 birds 

comprising of 43 species (see Figures 8 to 10 below for details). 

22 species with single-figure counts (totalling 87 

birds) accounted for 3,1% of the water birds, 

including: 1 African marsh harrier, 1 Ethiopian snipe, 

1 Domestic goose, 2 Cattle egret, 2 Hottentot teal, 2 

African fish eagle, 2 Water thicknee, 2 Malachite 

kingfisher, 3 African spoonbill, 3 Whitebacked duck, 

4 Purple heron, 4 Glossy ibis, 4 Redbilled teal, 4 

Spurwinged goose, 4 Three-banded plover, 4 Pied 

kingfisher, 5 Lesser flamingo, 6 Blackheaded heron, 7 

Purple swamphen, 8 Mallard hybrid, 9 Little egret, 

and 9 Yellowbilled egret. 

14 species with double-figure counts (totalling 544 

birds) accounted for 19,3% of the water birds, 

including: 17 African darter, 20 Grey heron, 21 Little 

grebe, 25 Blackwinged stilt, 29 Reed cormorant, 29 

Cape wagtail, 30 Sacred ibis, 32 African black 

oystercatcher, 34 Whitebreasted cormorant, 39 

Common moorhen, 42 Great crested grebe, 62 

Blacksmith lapwing, 79 Greater flamingo, and 85 

Cape shoveller. 

7 species with triple-figure counts (totalling 2,192 

birds) accounted for 77,6% of the water birds, 

including: 150 Swift tern, 187 White pelican, 263 

Hartlaub's gull, 297 Yellowbilled duck, 315 

Redknobbed coot, 461 Egyptian goose, and 519 

Kelp gull. 

Additional bush birds, including Common fiscal, 

Cape canary, Levaillant’s cisticola, Cape sparrow, 

Common waxbill, Karoo prinia, Southern double-

collared sunbird, Cape spurfowl, Helmeted 

guineafowl, Pied crow, European starling, Cape 

reed warbler, Black-shouldered kite, were seen. 

 

Figure 8. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts. 

 

Figure 9. Relative contribution from each survey section. 

 

Figure 10. Relative contribution from the various bird groups. 
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5.2 A large Caracal was photographed during 

an on-going camera trap survey being conducted 

by student Julia Hollander  in the Rietvlei Section.  

Management was aware of the presence of 

Caracals in the Nature Reserve, but this is the first 

time that one was photographed in a survey here. 

The image was taken at about 19:30 on 6/06/2016 

and is in infra-red night vision format, as it was 

already dark. 

The Caracal can be seen in the left of the frame 

with most of its head visible. The shape of the head 

and the tell-tale pointed ears is indicative of a 

Caracal identification (see Figure 11 rigth). 

 

Figure 11. Caracal photographed at Rietvlei at night. 

5.3 A Cape grysbok census was conducted in the Milnerton Racecourse Section by volunteers and staff 

from the Biodiversity Managmeent Branch on 16/04/2016. The census was coordinated by Site Manager 

Landi Louw and a total of 22 Cape grysbok were counted. This information is being used to manage the 

Cape grysbok in Cape Town, and could lead to some animals having to be captured and relocated to 

other areas to prevent inbreeding as well as overgrazing of the Fynbos vegetation (see Figures 12 to 13). 

 

Figure 12. Volunteers at the Grysbok census with student Jack Nortjé (photo by Landi Louw). 

 

Figure 13. Photo caption in the local press about the Grysbok census. 
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5.4 Two Cape clawless otters were killed on Marine Drive near Lagoon Beach by an unknown vehicle. A 

local newspaper published an article in the press about the incident (see Appendix B below). The 

Biodiversity Area Manager was consulted and several quotes were contained in the article. 

Otters are mostly nocturnal aquatic carnivores that survive on a diet of crabs, fish and frogs. They might 

venture into nearby gardens at times in search of food, and might empty out fish ponds (see Figure 14). 

Marine Drive runs between the Table Bay Nature Reserve’s Rietvlei Section, Milnerton Lagoon Section and 

the Coastal Section. Animals, including Caracal, Cape grysbok, and Clawless otters, regularly walk over the 

road between the wetlands and the coast. We ask all motorists to consider the wildlife and drive carefully. 

 

Figure 14. Two Cape clawless otter bodies dumped near Lagoon Beach (photo by Ernita van Wyk). 

 

The Table Bay Nature Reserve is home to an unknown number of Cape clawless otters. In the below Figure 

15, there are five otters in one frame. This picture was taken at the Southern Deep Water Lake of Rietvlei, 

from the Sunset Hide. Otters are very mobile and forage over large distances. They also disperse at a certain 

age in search of new home ranges. 

 

Figure 15. Five Cape clawless otters in one photo frame (photo by Jan and Frieda Prinsloo). 
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5.5 Other indigenous fauna sightings are inserted below in Figures 16 to 19:  

 

Figure 16. African olive pigeon (photo by Andy Bullmore). 

 

Figure 17. Glossy ibis eating a fish (photo: Jan and Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 18. White-necked ravens attacking a Fish eagle (photo by Jan and Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 19. Photo caption in the local press about a Pied Kingfisher. 

A photo-caption appeared in 

the local press about a Pied 

Kingfisher at Rietvlei. 

Pied Kingfishers catch fish by 

dive-bombing into the water. 

Other Kingfisher species have 

also been seen at Rietvlei, 

including Malachite Kingfisher 

and Giant Kingfisher. 

We encourage wildlife 

photography at Rietvlei. 
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6 SOIL 

6.1 Shoreline erosion at the Rietvlei fishing sites is being stabilised by means of planting vegetation. This 

area is being monitored and the loss of shoreline is slowing rapidly. 

7 WATER 

7.1 Rainfall recorded in the Table Bay Nature 

Reserve (at Rietvlei Water Area and the Milnerton 

Racecourse) returned to normal patterns in 2016 

after an exceptionally dry year in 2015.  

The rainfall during this quarter was 165mm at Rietvlei 

and 141.7mm at Milnerton Racecourse.  

The year’s total rainfall to date is 224.5mm at Rietvlei 

and 201.7mm at Milnerton Racecourse. 

Currently the water levels in the seasonal pans have 

returned to normal winter levels, which means that 

the pans are flooded and there is no dust problem. 

Figure 20 right is a photo caption in the local press. 

Figure 21 below indicates the monthly rainfall 

records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted 

over the average rainfall pattern for the area. 

Figure 22 overleaf indicates the rainfall 

accumulation curves of Rietvlei and Milnerton 

Racecourse plotted over the average accumulation 

curve for the area. 

 

Figure 20. Photo caption in the local press. 

 

Figure 21. Monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over average rainfall pattern. 
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Figure 22. Rainfall accumulation curves of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over average accumulation curve. 

 

7.2 Litter washed from roads during rainfall events flush into the stormwater channels and ultimately flow 

into the river and towards the sea. The Milnerton Lagoon, which is the estuary mouth of the Diep River, 

becomes covered in litter after heavy rainfall events, when all the surrounding roads are washed clean. The 

pollution, however, ends up in the natural environment. 

Staff from the Nature Reserve participated in various litter cleanups, including a community litter pickup 

which was reported in the local media (see Figueres 23 to 24 below and overleaf). 

Pollution will not go away until people decide to stop discarding waste in public areas. Every person is 

responsible for the waste that they generate, and by throwing it in the street, it does not remove that 

responsibility. Stopping pollution in the natural environment is every one’s responsibility. 

 

 

Figure 23. Two courageous helpers who cleaned litter from the Milnerton Lagoon. 
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Figure 24. Article in the local press about community members with Nature Reserve Site Manager, Landi Louw, doing a clean-up. 
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8 FIRE 

8.1 No wildfires were recorded in the Table Bay Nature Reserve during this quarter. 

 

Figure 25. Prescribed ecological burn at Durbanville. 

8.2 A prescribed ecological burn was 

conducted at Durbanville Nature Reserve on 

12/04/2016 under strict permit conditions.  

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff assisted with the 

successfully controlled burn in the three hectare 

northern block (see Figure 25 left). 

Prescribed ecological burning is a management 

practice in certain vegetation types (especially 

fynbos) that promotes vegetation regeneration and 

germination of indigenous plant species. 

Burning on a rotational basis allows for a variety of 

vegetation ages in a nature reserve and also 

reduces the fire hazard by burning away old and 

dead vegetation under controlled conditions.  

  

8.3 Controlled brush pile burning was conducted 

over several weeks at the Klein Dassenberg near 

Atlantis under strict permit conditions. 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff assisted with the 

burning operations from 17-19/05/2015. 

The brush piles originated from extensive invasive 

vegetation clearing projects in the area.  

Most of the usable firewood was removed and only 

the thin brush material was stockpiled for burning. 

The burning of the brush piles assists in reducing the 

fire hazard, clearing the land of alien plant material, 

and promoting the return of indigenous vegetation 

over time (see Figures 26 right and 27 below).  

Figure 26. Burning of brush piles at Klein Dassenberg. 

 

Figure 27. Nature conservation staff monitoring the flames to ensure that un-cleared alien vegetation (right) does not catch on fire. 
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9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION 

9.1  Stakeholder Engagement 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff engages with various stakeholders, both internal and external, by means of 

meetings and other methods. Below is a summary of the meetings that were attended by staff this quarter. 

9.1.1 Internal Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 10 official internal meetings during this quarter: 

 01/04/2016: North Region Management and Health & Safety meetings;  

 06/05/2016: North Region Management meeting;  

 23/05/2016: Sport & Recreation Department regarding beach and estuary management; 

 26/06/2016: Branch Management meeting; 

 22-23/06/2016: North Region Protected Area Reviews; 

 28/06/2016: Invasive Species Control Plans; and 

 29/06/2016: North Region Management and Health & Safety meetings. 

9.1.2  External Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 20 official external meetings during this quarter: 

 01/04/2016: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; 

 05/04/2016: Wemyss Road footbridge at Zoarvlei site meeting;  

 08/04/2016: Milnerton Aquatic Club shoreline erosion site meeting; 

 18/04/2016: Advisory Committee sub-working group on invasive species in the Diep River; 

 19/04/2016: Paardeneiland City Improvement District board meeting; 

 19/04/2016: Advisory Committee sub-working group on water quality in the Diep River; 

 21/04/2016: Table Bay Nature Reserve Advisory Committee; 

 27/04/2016: Sunset Beach parking areas with chairman of SBHOA; 

 04/05/2016: Historic Wooden Bridge restoration Project Management Team (PMT); 

 06/05/2016: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; 

 11/05/2016: Witzand Aquifer Nature Reserve Advisory Committee; 

 16/05/2016: Subcouncil 6 regarding Draft Recreational Water-Use By-law; 

 19/05/2016: Subcouncil 1 regarding Draft Recreational Water-Use By-law; 

 19/05/2016: Blaauwberg Area Development Liaison Committee; 

 25/05/2016: Sunset Beach Home Owners Association AGM; 

 27/05/2016: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; 

 27/05/2016: CTEET NQF level 2 learnership graduation ceremony; 

 02/06/2016: Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve meeting; 

 24/06/2016: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; and 

 27/06/2016: Hydrology and geohydrology study review. 

9.2  Benefit to People 

 

Figure 28. Children helping to clean the Lagoon. 

 

Figure 29. Fire Department training at Rietvlei. 
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9.2.1  Rietvlei Education Centre Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding visiting school groups, generated 35 person days of 

benefit to people over two event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

19/05/2016 
Blaauwberg Development Area 

Environmental Liaison Committee 
Meeting 10 

02/06/2016 Friends of Rietvlei  AGM 25 

TOTAL 35 

 

9.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma generated 553 person days of benefit to people over 22 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

01/04/2016 North region managers Regional meeting 10 

11-14/04/2016 NQF 5 Learnership Final Integrated Summative Assessment 56 

18-20/04/2016 CCT BMB staff & Siljeur Training Academy Field ranger training 45 

21/04/2016 TBNR PAAC Quarterly meeting 32 

22/04/2016 CCT BMB staff & Siljeur Training Academy Field ranger training 15 

24/04/2016 Cllr McCarthy Hosting event 106 

28/04/2016 CTEET Interviews 20 

10/05/2016 Western Cape DEA&DP Strategic planning for directorate 6 

16-18/05/2016 Social & Early childhood development Training 60 

27/05/2016 CTEET NQF4 induction and NQF2 graduation 65 

07-08/06/2016 CCT ERMD Smart driver training 60 

09/06/2016 CPFPA Committee meeting 10 

21/06/2016 Invasive Species Management Unit Epilepsy intervention for EPWP team 48 

22-23/06/2016 CCT BMB North region Protected area review 20 

TOTAL 553 

 

9.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach 

Environmental Education and Outreach generated 234 person days of benefit to people over four event 

days. 

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 

PERSON-

DAYS 
PROGRAMME 

12/04/2016 Perivale Primary 67 3 70 
Collaborative Water Week 

programme at Westlake 

15/04/2016 Table View Girl Guides 8 2 10 Assistance with Nature badge 

24/04/2016 Cllr McCarthy’s hosted event 0 106 106 Presentation: Introduction to TBNR 

15/06/2016 Shelanti Private School 44 4 48 Birds (with SANCCOB) 

 TOTALS 119 115 234 TOTALS   
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9.3 Visitors and Income 

9.3.2  Income from visitors at the Rietvlei Water Area during this quarter decreased slightly due to the onset 

of the winter season. This quarter saw a total of 3,095 visitors generating R61,479. The income overall is rising 

nonetheless, with the first six months of 2016 already as much as the whole of 2013’s income.  

Figure 30 below compares the total cash incomes from the first six months of each year since 2010. 

The continuing increasing trend is a testament to hard work invested by the Visitor Controllers and Water 

Rangers at Rietvlei that ensures that all access into the Rietvlei Water Area is accounted for. 

 

Figure 30. Total cash incomes from the first six months of each year since 2010. 

 

9.3.3 Municipal tariff schedules are amended by the City of Cape Town Council every year. The visitor 

tariffs at Rietvlei were also amended and these amendments will come into effect with the start of the new 

Council financial year on 1 July 2016. 

The new tariffs at Rietvlei include the following: 

 Day visitor, Adults 18 years of age and older, per day, 15.00 

 Day visitor, Children 3 years to 17 years of age, per day, 8.00 

 Day visitor, Children under the age of 3, per day, No charge 

 Day visitor, Senior citizen / Pensioner (60+ years), per day, 8.00 

 Day visitor, Student with valid student card, per day, 8.00 

 Friends of Rietvlei (positive proof required), per day, No charge  

 Environmental Education Programmes, Learner / student, per day, 7.00 

 Vehicles, per day, 21.00 

 Buses (<25 seater, includes passenger tariff), per day, 340.00 

 Power Boat, per day, 53.00 

 Sail Board / Dinghy / Windsurfer / Canoe / Stand Up Paddling, per Adult (18+ yrs), per day, 21.00 

 Sail Board / Dinghy / Windsurfer / Canoe / Stand Up Paddling, per Child (-18 yrs), per day, 13.00 

 Annual ticket, Senior Citizens (60+), annually, 69.00 

 Annual ticket, Adults, annually, 135.00 

 Annual ticket, Family (parents & 4 children to the age of 17), annually, 210.00 

 Annual ticket, Power Boat, annually, 435.00 

 Annual ticket, Sail Board / Dinghy / Windsurfer / Canoe / Stand Up Paddling, annually, 95.00 

 Day Fishing, per Adult (18+) (max 2 rods with 2 hooks per rod), per day, 42.00 

 Day Fishing, per Child (3-17) (max 2 rods with 2 hooks per rod), per day, 15.00 

 Day Fishing, per Senior citizen (60+) (max 2 rods with 2 hooks per rod), per day, 15.00 
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10 STAFF 

 

Figure 31. Former learner, Pamella Mrebe. 

10.1 Learnership intern, Pamella Mrebe, was offered a one-year 

contract position as Field Ranger at the Atlantic Beach Golf Estate in 

Melkosstrand. She will be reporting to the Site Manager Louis van 

Wyk, who is employed through the Cape Town Environmental 

Education Trust (CTEET) to manage the conservation area there. 

Pamella (Figure 31 left) started as a contract worker in 2013 at Table 

Bay Nature Reserve under the Expanded Public Works Programme.  

She later applied to enrol in an NQF Level 2 Learnership in 

Conservation Guardianship at the Nature Reserve in February 2014. 

She successfully completed this Learnership in February 2015.  

She was then selected to enrol in an NQF Level 5 Learnership in 

Environmental Management in April 2015, also at the Nature 

Reserve. 

She successfully completed this Learnership during April 2016, and 

will graduate soon.  

She is now working on a one-year Field Ranger contract position at 

the Conservation Area at Atlantic Beach Estate in Melkbos. 

10.2 The SANBI Groen Sebenza graduate intern, Mashudu Sikhwivhilu, who worked at Table Bay Nature 

Reserve’s Coastal and Zoarvlei Sections from 02/05/2014 to 31/12/2015, was offered a contract position as 

Quality Controller for Invasive Species in the Green Jobs Unit at the Westlake Conservation Centre. 

Pamella and Mashudu’s example stands as a monument to what is possible with hard work. We wish them 

all the best in their careers in Nature Conservation. 

10.3 Five volunteers assisted the Nature Reserve during this quarter, including Nicola du Toit (Friends of 

Rietvlei) with the bird census on 15/04, Greg Pool (UNISA), Vardaman Hahndiek (UNISA), and Nicole 

Loebenberg (Friends of Rietvlei) with plant monitoring at Milnerton Racecourse on 25/04, and Sandiso Ziduli 

(UNISA) with plant monitoring on 26/04, 9/05, and 21/05/2016. 

10.4 Code 10 learners’ licenses were obtained by Kyle Kelly, Sakhile Luhani, and Ferica Yamile. Kyle 

booked a driver’s test and successfully obtained his Code 10 Driver’s License on 22/06/2016. Sakhile Luhani 

and Ferica Yamile are planned to undergo driver training before they book their driver’s tests. 

10.5 The Work-Integrated Learning students from Cape Peninsula University of Technology, Julia Hollander 

and Jack Nortjé, met with Management and the CPUT on 20/06/2016 to discuss their progress. Their final 

portfolios of evidence must be submitted to CPUT at the end of October 2016 for evaluation. 

10.6  Training of permanent and temporary staff at the Table Bay Nature Reserve amounted to no less 

than 51 person days over 25 training event days, including the following interventions: 

Date(s) Course 
Number of 

days x 

Number of 

learners = 

Person 

days 

01/04/2016 Field Ranger Skills Development Programme 1 1 1 

4-6/04/2016 Leadership training 3 1 3 

4-8/04/2016 Code 10 Learner’s License Training 5 5 25 

15/04/2016 Self defence training  1 2 2 

18-22/04/2016 Field Ranger Skills Development Programme 5 1 5 

16-20/05/2016 Field Ranger Skills Development Programme 5 1 5 

06-10/06/2016 Advanced Fynbos Identification 5 2 10 

 TOTALS 25  51 
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11 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

11.1 An adult female Cape grysbok died at the 

Milnerton Stables adjacent to the Milnerton 

Racecourse Section of the Nature Reserve on 

20/04/2016. Two staff members (who work at the 

horse stables) tried to catch the animal, and it is 

suspected that they wanted to take it as food. 

Provincial law enforcement officers from 

CapeNature were called out to assist the Nature 

Reserve staff with the investigation (Figure 32 right).  

The animal seemingly did not die from any wounds, 

but rather from the stress and exhaustion of being 

pursued. There is no fence between the Nature 

Reserve land and the horse stables which means the 

antelope are free roaming between the stables. 

This was considered as illegal hunting and could 

lead to very large fines or long prison sentences. 

 

Figure 32. Adult female grysbok that died at the Milnerton Stables. 

 

Illegal hunting, trapping and poaching of animals in a nature reserve is such a serious offence that local, 

provincial and national nature conservation and law enforcement authorities are wanting to make 

examples by prosecuting offenders to the maximum possible penalties (see Figure 33 below). 

 

 

Figure 33. Article in CONTACT (City of Cape Town’s Newsletter for staff, no 69, March/April 2016). 
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11.2 The City of Cape Town By-Law Relating to 

Streets, Public Places, and the prevention of Noise 

Nuisances states in “Prohibited Behaviour” in Section 

2(3) that “No person shall in a public place—(h) 

consume any liquor or drugs; or (i) be drunk or be 

under the influence of drugs. 

Alcohol may only be consumed in private premises, 

or in establishements that are in the possession of a 

legal and valid liquor license.  

When travelling on public roads or water ways, 

people may not exceed the legal limits of 

intoxication. Rietvlei is a public water body, and just 

like public roads, is subject to regulation. 

The by-law is intended to ensure that everyone that 

uses the City’s public facilities can do so without the 

fear of being harmed by people that are under the 

influence of drugs and alcohol (see Figures 34 to 35). 

The City’s Law Enforcement Department regularly 

conducts “booze patrols” at various beaches and 

public resorts to enforce this by-law. 

 

Figure 34. A person with open alcohol in a public place at Rietvlei. 

 

An agreement was reached with the local Senior Inspector at Big Bay to increase the number of patrols in 

the Rietvlei Water Area, especially during the peak visitor periods, public holidays and on weekends. 

We ask visitors at the Rietvlei Water Area to comply with all road rules and alcohol restrictions to avoid fines. 

 

 

Figure 35. Article in CONTACT (City of Cape Town’s Newsletter for staff, no 69, March/April 2016). 
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11.3 Illegal overnight structures built by displaced people were observed in the Coastal Section by Mr 

Van der Grinten on 21/05/2016.  He was alerted to the problem when he saw an illegal cooking fire in the 

Nature Reserve. The Dolphin Beach Security personnel assisted him to clean up the area after the illegal 

structures were removed. He sent the below images in Figures 36 to 37 to Management.  

We appeal to residents to report illegal structures and overnighting to the Nature Reserve office. 

 

Figure 36. Illegal structure in the vegetation. 

 

Figure 37. Displaced people living in the Nature Reserve. 

 

11.4 Four suspects were apprehended while 

extracting various plants and plant parts from the 

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve’s Coastal Section, by 

the Table Bay Nature Reserve’s Area Manager (Koos 

Retief) and Assistant Conservation Officer (Clinton 

Roux) on 12/05/2016 (see Figures 38 to 40). 

The staff conducted a patrol at the time when 

unknown people were observed digging in the 

Nature Reserve. Four suspects were arrested and six 

bags of various sizes containing plant materials was 

seized. CapeNature officials assisted to formulate 

charges. The case is due to appear in court soon. 
 

Figure 38. Suspects extracting plants from a Nature Reserve. 

 

Figure 39. Counting the plant parts at the Table View SAPS. 

 

Figure 40. Counting the plant parts at the Table View SAPS. 

 

12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT 

12.1 Five roller shutter garage doors at the Rievlei office were serviced and repaired after some 

damaged occurred to the operating system. This included the repair of a broken door, and the 

replacement of several steel slats and guide tracks to the cost of R29,950.00 
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 APPENDIX A: MAP OF RESERVE 
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