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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Rietvlei Water Area is a key feature in the Table Bay Nature Reserve as it used intensively for watersport 

and shore-based recreation. The highlight of this quarter was the re-launching of the City’s refurbished 

double-jetty which is used by water users to embark and disembark from launched vessels.  

The Milnerton Aquatic Club’s calendar of special events for the 2016-2017 season was published this quarter. 

The club also donated a taxidermy mount of a Cape clawless otter to the Nature Reserve to be used as an 

educational resource. 

Various programmes were offered for the public’s benefit this quarter, including the very popular school 

holiday programmes and the annual Spring walks at Milnerton Racecourse (see Figure 1 below).  

The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) had it’s fifth meeting this quarter. Some of the issues being 

addressed by the PAAC includes the poor water quality and the associated public and environmental 

health concerns in the Milnerton Lagoon.  

Public health warning signs were placed at the Milnerton Lagoon. The public can help to address sewage 

spills and overflows by logging service requests with the City of Cape Town by using the on-line form at this 

link: Welcome to Service Requests. 

Other issues that are being debated in the public domain include the restoration of the historic wooden 

bridge as well as the allocation of sites for fireworks near the Nature Reserve. 

Three new interns were placed at the Nature Reserve during this quarter and will be employed for a year. 

Some of the issues that the interns are dealing with include the management of compliance with 

Regulations. Various non-compliant neighbours are impacting the Nature Reserve in negative ways. The 

Coastal Section at Sunset Beach and the boundaries at Milnerton Ridge and Table View suffer the most 

from illegal activities such as encroachment from private properties and allowing pets in the reserve. 

The rainfall patterns have returned to normal and the seasonal wetlands are currently inundated with water. 

 

Figure 1. The Milnerton Racecourse is a management section of the Table Bay Nature Reserve and protects Cape Flats Sand Fynbos. 
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2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 HIGHLIGHT: The refurbished Rietvlei floating jetty was re-launched on 27/09/2016 (see Figure 2 

below). The jetty, which is about 20 years old, required the replacement of the timber decking and steel 

fittings. The jetty is essential to the recreational use of the Rietvlei Water Area. It is hoped that the refurbished 

jetty will serve the water users for another 20 years (Read more about this at section 12). 

 

Figure 2. A crane being used to launch the two jetty panels. 

2.2 CHALLENGE: The lack of compliance with Regulations impacts the Table Bay Nature Reserve in many 

negative ways. Not only is the impact of displaced people in the nature reserve becoming more intense, 

but private land-owners on the boundary of the nature reserve are also causing negative impacts. Various 

property owners are placing structures, rubble and alien vegetation in the nature reserve without the 

permission of the Management Authority (Read more about this at section 11). 

 

3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1  The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its fifth meeting 

on 21/07/2016. The meeting was attended by 28 representatives from 19 organisations (see below): 

Cape Bird Club 

Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve 

CapeNature 

CCT: Subcouncil 1 

CCT: Biodiversity Management Branch 

CCT: Rivers, Stormwater & Catchment Management 

CCT: Stormwater & Sustainability Branch 

Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area 

Friends of Rietvlei 

Milnerton Aquatic Club 

Milnerton Canoe Club  

Milnerton Central Residents Association 

Milnerton Golf Club 

Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers Association 

Paardeneiland City Improvement District 

SANCCOB 

Sunset Beach Homeowners Association 

Sunset Links Home Owners Association 

Woodbridge Island Body Corporate 

Some of the items on the agenda included: 

 Annual water quality review, presentation by Ms Candice Haskins; 

 Milnerton Lagoon Habitat Restoration, presentation by Dr Dirk van Driel; 

 MAC shoreline stabilisation, feedback by Mr William Gravett; 

 SANCCOB’s Chick Rearing Unit, presentation by Ms Romy Klusener; 

 Request from small craft dealer to increase power boat length limit at Rietvlei from 18 to 23 ft.; 

 Milnerton Aquatic Club calendar 2016-2017; 

 Diep Estuary Action Plan, feedback by Ms Landi Louw; and 

 South African Kite Surfing Association’s (SAKA) application for membership.   
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3.2 The proposal for the restoration of the 

Historic Wooden Bridge was presented by 

consulting engineers and heritage professionals 

at a public meeting held on 14/06/2016. 

Several articles appeared in the local press  

during this quarter as a result of the public 

information session. Much of the comment was 

positive, but there were negative perceptions 

about the cost of repairing the bridge, which is 

estimated to be around R28 million. 

The Table Bay Nature Reserve staff regularly 

attend the project management team (PMT) 

meetings in order to give input on the planning 

documents and participate in discussions. Future 

developments regarding the wooden bridge will 

be reported in future reports. See Figures 3 – 5. 
 

Figure 3. Article in the local press. 

 

Figure 4. Article in the local press. 

 

Figure 5. Article in the local press. 
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4 FLORA 

4.1 Various Spring walks and wildflower surveys were conducted during this quarter in the Milnerton 

Racecourse. More detail on these activities are reported by the Site Manager Landi Louw. Volunteers who 

want to become involved with future activites are welcome contact Landi Louw at 021 444 0315 or email 

her at landi.louw@capetown.gov.za. See Figure 6 below of an article in the local press. 

 

 

Figure 6. Article in the local press. 

4.2 The Custodians of Rare & Endangered 

Wildflowers (CREW) assist the Nature Reserve with 

finding and monitoring red listed species and other 

plants of special concern (see Figures 7 – 8 overleaf). 

CREW visited Milnerton Racecourse on 08/08/2016 

and found one new species for the Nature Reserve’s 

plant list, namely Ficinia secunda.  

Two additional new plant species were found by the 

Site Manager Landi Louw during August, namely 

Nidorella ivifolia (Bakbos) and Ficinia limosa (Pygmy 

vleibessie). The latter species is listed as Near 

Threatened on the IUCN Red List. 

 

Figure 7. Members of the Custodians of Rare & Endangered 
Wildflowers (CREW) at a site visit at the Milnerton Racecourse. 
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Figure 8. A flowering Ferraria crispa in the Milnerton Lagoon Section. 
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5 FAUNA 

5.1  An integrated water bird census was conducted on 22/07/2016. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve team, covering 11 surveys sections. The water birds numbered a total of 2,075 birds comprising of 37 

species (see Figures 9 – 11 for details). 

13 species with single-figure counts (totalling 45 

birds) accounted for 2,2% of the water birds, 

including: 1 Yellowbilled egret, 1 Black-crowned 

night heron, 1 Purple swamphen, 1 Pied kingfisher, 2 

Cattle egret, 2 African black oystercatcher, 3 

Blackheaded heron, 4 Purple heron, 4 Glossy ibis, 5 

Little egret, 6 Mallard hybrid, 7 African spoonbill, and 

8 Great crested grebe. 

18 species with double-figure counts (totalling 545 

birds) accounted for 26,3% of the water birds, 

including: 10 Little grebe, 10 Reed cormorant, 11 

Sacred ibis, 12 Spurwinged goose, 12 Swift tern, 14 

Grey heron, 14 Cape wagtail, 17 Blackwinged stilt, 

26 Redbilled teal, 27 Blacksmith lapwing, 29 

Common moorhen, 30 African darter, 35 Cape teal, 

40 Whitebreasted cormorant, 46 Southern pochard, 

66 Lesser flamingo, 67 Yellowbilled duck, 79 Cape 

shoveller. 

6 species with triple-figure counts (totalling 1,485 

birds) accounted for 71,6% of the water birds, 

including: 135 Kelp gull, 147 Greater flamingo, 218 

Egyptian goose, 248 White pelican, 355 Hartlaub's 

gull, 382 Redknobbed coot. 

Additional bush birds included Helmeted 

guineafowl, Peregrine falcon, Pied crow, Cape 

spurfowl, and Black-shouldered kite. 
 

Figure 9. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts. 

 

Figure 10. Relative contribution from each survey section. 

 

Figure 11. Relative contribution from the various bird groups. 
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5.2 A rehabilitated Cape grysbok was released at the Rietvlei Section of the Nature Reserve after it was 

treated at the SPCA. A local newspaper published an article about the release (see Figure 12 below). 

 

Figure 12. Article in the local press. 
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Some photographs of exceptional wildlife sightings during this quarter are reproduced below: 

 

Figure 13. Steenbok ewe at Rietvlei (photo by Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 14. African fish eagle adult and juvenile at Rietvlei (photo by Frieda Prinsloo). 
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Figure 15. A Cape dwarf chameleon at Rietvlei. 

  

 

Figure 16. A Black-headed heron eating a Rhombic skaapsteker at 
Milnerton Racecourse. 

 

Figure 17. A Cape clawless otter at Rietvlei (photo by Andy 
Bullmore). 

  



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 JULY TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2016 11 

 

6 SOIL 

6.1 Shoreline erosion at Rietvlei is being monitored and stabilisation is taking place by means of planted 

indigenous wetland vegetation at selected sites. 

7 WATER 

7.1  Rainfall recorded in the Table Bay Nature Reserve (at Rietvlei Water Area and the Milnerton 

Racecourse) returned to normal patterns after an exceptionally dry year in 2015. 

The rainfall during this quarter was 205.5mm at Rietvlei and 201.5mm at Milnerton Racecourse. The year’s 

total rainfall to date is 430mm at Rietvlei and 403.2mm at Milnerton Racecourse. Currently the seasonal pans 

are flooded and there is no dust problem. 

Figure 18 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over the 

average rainfall pattern for the area. Figure 19 indicates the rainfall accumulation curves of Rietvlei and 

Milnerton Racecourse plotted over the average accumulation curve for the area. 

 

Figure 18. Monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over average rainfall pattern. 

 

Figure 19. Rainfall accumulation curves of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over average accumulation curve. 
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7.2 Water pollution is one of the most critical threats to the natural ecosystem in the Nature Reserve and 

has again received much attention in the local press due to concerns about the impacts on public health 

and the environment. The Health Department requested the Nature Reserve staff to place public warning 

signs at various access points at the Milnerton Lagoon which also led to a media enquiry. Area Manager 

Koos Retief and various other City officials responded to questions from the media (see Figures 20 – 21). 

 

Figure 20. Article in the local press. 
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Figure 21. Article in the local press. 
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8 FIRE 

8.1 The allocation of the Table View beachfront 

as a site for fireworks resurfaced as a topic of 

debate in the Table View community. The local press 

published an article about this issues (see Figure 22).  

The Nature Reserve suffered a wildfire in the Rietvlei 

Section on the night of Guy Fawkes celebrations a 

year ago. A letter was sent by the Area Manager to 

Subcouncil 1 to request that the allocation of sites 

for fireworks displays be reviewed. 

 

 

Figure 22. Article in the local press. 

  

8.2 Controlled burning of brush material left over 

from invasive vegetation clearing work was 

undertaken at a stewardship conservation area near 

Pella (Atlantis) from 26 to 27/09/2016. 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff assisted on both days 

with the burning operations (see Figure 23). 

The proactive burning of brush material left over 

from invasive vegetation clearing programmes 

assists with the recovery of the indigenous 

vegetation as well as removing of a potential fire 

hazard by reducing the fuel load. 

Controlled burning must be undertaken in terms of a 

permit issued by the local authority and in 

accordance with strict guidelines on permissable 

weather conditions. 
 

Figure 23. Controlled burning of brush piles near Pella. 
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9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION 

9.1  Stakeholder Engagement 

9.1.1 A taxidermy mount of a Cape clawless otter was funded by the Milnerton Aquatic Club and 

donated to the Nature Reserve’s Rietvlei Education Centre to be used for educational purposes.  

We are grateful for this generous donation from the Milnerton Aquatic Club and can assure that this new 

resource will be used to good effect to the educate children about the wildlife in the Nature Reserve. 

 

Figure 24. The Cape clawless otter taxidermy mount, funded by the Milnerton Aquatic Club. 

 

9.1.2 The annual Spring walks at Milnerton Racecourse was again hosted by Site Manager Landi Louw 

during this quarter. Over 120 people participated in Spring walks at Milnerton Racecourse this quarter. 

 

Figure 25. One of the Spring walks at Milnerton Racecourse. 
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9.1.3 Volunteering is a vital part of the activities at 

the Table Bay Nature Reserve. During this quarter, 

the folowing volunteers assisted the Nature Reserve: 

 13/07/2016: Kirsty Marais and Sandiso Ziduli did 

alien clearing at Milnerton Lagoon 

 14/07/2016: Sandiso Ziduli did environmental 

education during the holiday programme “Hack 

and Hike Blaauwberg Hill” 

 14/07/2016: Kirsty Marais did fixed-point 

photography and measuring of water levels at 

Milnerton Racecourse, as well as logging sightings 

on the biodiversity database  

 23/07/2016: Greg and Thomas did red listed plant 

monitoring at Milnerton Racecourse  

 25/07/2016: Olivia did red listed plant monitoring 

at Milnerton Racecourse 

 04/08/2016: Susan painted buildings at Rietvlei 

 17/08/2016: Susan did boardwalk maintenance 

(carpentry) at Milnerton Racecourse 

 27/08/2016: Steven McCue and Greg Pool did 

firebreak maintenance in Coastal Section (see 

Figure 26) 

 24/09/2016: Steven McCue, Susan Wishart, Greg 

Pool and Thomas Meisinger did invasive 

vegetation clearing at Milnerton Racecourse. 

 

Figure 26. Greg Pool and Steven McCue working on the fence-line 
firebreak at the Coastal Section. 

 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff engage with various stakeholders, both internal and external, by means of 

meetings and other platforms. Below is a summary of the meetings that were attended by staff this quarter. 

9.1.4 Internal Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 13 official internal meetings during this quarter: 

 01/07/2016: CTEET Interns’ induction meeting at False Bay Nature Reserve; 

 27/07/2016: CCT Nature Conservation Skills Development Programme – Phase 4 Induction; 

 04/08/2016: Visitor Control Officer interviews for Tygerberg Nature Reserve; 

 12/08/2016: North Region management meeting at Maitland head office; 

 15/08/2016: Individual Performance Management meetings; 

 25/08/2016: Biodiversity Management Branch meeting at False Bay Nature Reserve; 

 06/09/2016: Physical assessments for Visitor Control Officer for Tygerberg held at Maitland; 

 09/09/2016: Practical assessments for Visitor Control Officer for Tygerberg held at Tygerberg; 

 14/09/2016: Verbal interviews for Visitor Control Officer for Tygerberg held at Maitland; 

 20/09/2016: Storm-water Maintenance Management Plans review; 

 28/09/2016: City Manager’s directive on reporting of serious occupational health & safety incidents; 

 30/09/2016: North Region health & safety meeting at Blaauwberg; and 

 30/09/2016: North Region management meeting at Blaauwberg. 

9.1.5  External Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 8 official external meetings during this quarter: 

 15/07/2016: David Reed Daily regarding environmental education opportunities; 

 21/07/2016: Table Bay Nature Reserve Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) meeting; 

 10/08/2016: Work-integrated learning student interviews for the City for 2017 at CPUT; 

 15/08/2016: PAAC Chairman Gordon Laing regarding sub-working groups; 

 24/08/2016: PAAC sub-working group on water quality in the Milnerton Lagoon; 

 31/08/2016: Handover of Rivergate Development restoration area at Diep River; 

 07/09/2016: Table Bay NR staff enrichment day at Inthaka Island; and 

 20/09/2016: Procurement site meeting for maintenance of Rietvlei ablution block. 



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 JULY TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2016 17 

 

9.2  Benefit to People 

  

9.2.1  Rietvlei Education Centre Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding visiting school groups, generated 65 person days of 

benefit to people over three event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

25/07/2016 WESSA Interviews 25 

04/08/2016 
Blaauwberg Development Area: Environmental 

Liaison Committee 
Meeting 15 

18/08/2016 Friends of Rietvlei – evening talk Environmental talk 25 

TOTAL 65 

 

9.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma generated 554 person days of benefit to people over 20 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

04-06/07/2016 Holiday group Holiday programme 96 

08/07/2016 Holiday group Holiday programme 32 

11/07/2016 Khoisan Implementation Training and skills audit 20 

21/07/2016 TBNR PAAC Quarterly meeting 28 

26/07/2016 BMB P&C officers Edu-week workshop 17 

11-12/08/2016 NCC Environmental Services CCT Skills programme training 18 

26/08/2016 NCC Environmental Services Learner support day 9 

01-02/09/2016 
DEA Operational support and planning 

directorate 
NRM Systems Discussions Meeting 20 

03/09/2016 WC Wetlands Forum  Wetlands day event 98 

08-09/09/2016 
Social Development and early childhood 

development 
Training 40 

26-28/09/2016 
Social Development and early childhood 

development (Service Delivery Dept.) 
Youth development / life skills 108 

29-30/09/2016 ERMD Smart driver training 68 

TOTAL 554 

 

 

Figure 27. Enviro-lectric holiday programme. 

 

Figure 28. Enviro-lectric holiday programme. 
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9.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach 

Environmental Education and Outreach generated 633 person days of benefit over 14 event days. 

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 

PERSON-

DAYS 
PROGRAMME 

04/07/2016 Holiday programme 24 4 28 Dragons and Damsels 

05/07/2016 Holiday programme 29 4 33 Colossal fossil 

06/07/2016 Holiday programme 27 8 35 Enviro-lectric 

07/07/2016 Holiday programme 26 4 30 Egg-stravaganza 

08/07/2016 Holiday programme 27 5 32 Bird of prey 

20/07/2016 Rylands primary school 87 7 94 Water pollution (with SANCCOB) 

21/07/2016 Wolraad Woltemade 86 3 89 Biodiversity gr.5 (off site) 

02/09/2016 West coast Christian School 15 2 17 Importance of Wetlands 

03/09/2016 

WC Wetlands Forum, 

Sophakama & Dunoon 

Primary 

82 16 98 
Importance of wetlands talk, 

guided walk, miniSASS activity 

05/09/2016 Table View Brownies 11 5 16 Guided bird walk 

07/09/2016 TBNR staff enrichment  0 13 13 

Visit to Intaka Island. At TBNR 

discuss saving water, importance 

of wetlands, do miniSASS activity 

09/09/2016 Table View Girl guides 7 5 12 Guided bird walk 

15/09/2016 Rondebosch East primary 90 9 99 
Wetland birds & Minisass (with 

SANCCOB) 

22/09/2016 CBC St Johns 35 2 37 Biodiversity & Wetlands 

 TOTALS 546 87 633 TOTALS   

 

Below and overleaf are photographs of some of the groups that visited the environmental education 

programmes at the Nature Reserve during this quarter (see Figures 29 – 36). 

 

Figure 29. Site manager Landi Louw at the Egg-stravaganza holiday 
programme at Milnerton Racecourse. 

 

Figure 30. Rylands Primary at the water pollution programme. 
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Figure 31. Egg painting at Milnerton Racecourse. 

 

Figure 32. Dragons and Damsels holiday programme. 

 

Figure 33. Biodiversity programme at Wolraad Woltemade Primary. 

 

Figure 34. West Coast Christian School at the Heritage & Wetland 
programme. 

 

Figure 35. Rondebosch East Primary at the wetland programme. 

 

Figure 36. CBC St Johns at the Biodiversity & Wetland programme. 
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9.3 Visitors and Income 

9.3.1  Income from visitors at the Rietvlei Water Area during this quarter was R75,940 from 3,727 recorded 

visitors. Figure 37 below compares the total cash incomes from the first nine months of each calendar year 

since 2010, showing a continued increasing trend. 

 

Figure 37. Total cash incomes from the first nine months of each calendar year since 2010. 

9.3.2 The Milnerton Aquatic Club’s annual calendar of closed events was advertised in the local press in 

terms of the club’s lease agreement for the Rietvlei Water Area. The club can reserve a maximum of 12 

days per annum for exclusive events. During the below advertised events, the club will have exclusive use of 

the water, but the Nature Reserve will still manage access and charge spectators the usual entrance fees.  

 

Figure 38. Article in the local press. 

 

Figure 39. Article in the local press. 
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10 STAFF 

10.1 Staff establishment 

10.1.1 Two Nature Conservation Graduatue Interns, 

Lenin Mpapatsi Matsi and Mthokozisi Reward Nzuza, 

were placed at the Table Bay Nature Reserve for a 

period of a year from 01/072016 to 30/06/2017. 

These placements are part of the Cape Town 

Environmental Education Trust’s (CTEET) gaduate 

internship placement programme. 

Lenin will be working in the Coastal Section and the 

Table View boundary of Rietvlei. Reward will be 

working in Zoarvlei and the Milnerton Ridge 

boundary of Rietvlei.  

Lenin is also studying towards his B.Tech degree in 

Nature Conservation at the moment. 

10.1.2 A Bachelors of Earth Science Graduate in 

Geology from the University of Pretoria, 

Phathutshedzo Dalcy Mundalamo, was placed at 

Table Table Nature Reserve from 01/09/2016. 

Phathu is currently registered for a BSc Honours 

Degree in Environmental Management with the 

University of South Africa (UNISA). 

She will be working on water quality and hydrology 

issues in the Diep Estuary component of the Nature 

Reserve. She will also collaborate with the Water 

Fund as well as with the University of Stellenbosch 

research team on the data collection for the 

hydrology and geohydrology study of Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 40. Lenin Matsi and Reward Nzuza. 

 

Figure 41. Phathu Mundalamo. 

 

10.6  Training of permanent and temporary staff at the Table Bay Nature Reserve amounted to no less 

than 10 person days over 8 training event days, including the following interventions: 

Date(s) Course 
Number of 

days x 

Number of 

learners = 

Person 

days 

 
Figure 42. Ferika Yamile with her field ranger 
certificate. 

11-

12/08/2016 

CCT Nature 

Conservation 

Learnership: Apply a 

systems approach to 

decision-making  

2 2 4 

16-

19/08/2016 

Events Safety 

Management Course 
4 1 4 

26/08/2016 

CCT Nature 

Conservation 

Learnership: Learner 

support 

2 1 2 

 TOTALS 8  10 
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11 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

11.1 Displaced people and illegal structures were removed from the Table Bay Nature Reserve and 

surrounding areas on various dates and locations during this quarter, including the following inerventions: 

 10/08/2016: Diep River, Zoarvlei and Marine drive; 

 11/08/2016: Marine Drive, Sunset Beach and Zoarvlei; 

 25/08/2016: Koeberg Road; 

 01/09/2016: Paardeneiland; 

 13/09/2016: Diep River and Theo Marais Park; and 

 24/09/2016: Brooklyn. 

The Nature Reserve staff work with officers from the Displaced People’s Unit, Anti-Land Invasion Unit, 

Blaauwberg Law Enforcement and Social Development (see below Figures 46 – 46). 

 

Figure 43. Washing being dried along Marine Drive at Milnerton 
Lagoon. 

 

Figure 44. Illegal structures along the railway line near Boundary 
Road at Zoarvlei. 

 

Figure 45. Illegal structure near the Sunset Beach MyCiti stop. 

 

Figure 46. Old discarded clothing littering the nature reserve. 

 

11.2 Residents and visitors that release their dogs into the Nature Reserve are committing an offence in 

terms of the Department of Environmental Affairs Notice Nr 99 of 8 February 2012 “NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: PROTECTED AREAS ACT, 2003, REGULATIONS FOR THE PROPER 

ADMINISTRATION OF NATURE RESERVES.” Section 45 of the Regulations sets out how a management 

authority can deal with pets in a nature reserves: 

Pets in nature reserves 

45(1) No person may, except on conditions determined by a management authority from time to time, 

allow any dog, cat or other pet belonging to or under the care of that person to enter or remain in a nature 

reserve. 

(2) Any dog, cat or other pet contemplated in subregulation (1) which is not in the care of any person, may 

either be caught and removed or destroyed at the discretion of the management authority. 

(3) Any dog, cat or other pet not in control by a leash in a nature reserve may be impounded or destroyed 

at the discretion of the management authority during or after such act. 

http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/saf112798.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/saf112798.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/saf112798.pdf
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11.3 Encroachment from bordering private properties into the Nature Reserve is a growing concern in the 

neighbouring affluent communities of Table View, Milnerton Ridge and Sunset Beach. The following 

incidents were addressd during this quarter and will be monitored into the future: 

 The occupant at Cape Sunset 

Villas, 5 Winkle Way, Sunset 

Beach was warned to stop the 

alleged removal of natural 

vegetation in the Coastal 

Section in front of the property 

(see Figures 47 – 48 right).  

The occupant stated that the 

removal of the vegetation was 

required because of “snakes 

that live in the nature reserve.”  

Once it was explained what 

potential penalties could be 

imposed for this activitiy, and 

that even the snakes are 

protected in the Nature 

Reserve, the occupant then 

agreed to stop the removal of 

the vegetation.  

Figure 47. Illegal removal of vegetation. 

 

Figure 48. Illegal removal of vegetation. 

 The occupant at 6 Newbury Crescent, Milnerton Ridge, 

was warned to stop extending his private garden into the 

Nature Reserve property. The property has no wall and has 

apparently been targeted by robbers previously. 

During a routine boundary patrol by one of the Nature 

Reserve staff members on 01/09/2016, the occupant at this 

house allegly thought the staff member was a robber and 

pulled out a firearm. The matter was reported to the SAPS. 

The transformed portion of the Nature Reserve still needs to 

be rehabilitated by removing the garden plants. 

 The occupant at 15 Venus Circle, Sunset 

Beach, was warned to stop the alleged 

dumping of construction materials and 

sand in the Coastal Section.  

The occupant kindly agreed to remove 

the materials at their own cost. 

Follow-up site inspections will be done to 

ensure compliance and to monitor 

recovery of the natural vegetation. 

 

Figure 49. Private gardening in the Nature Reserve. 

 

Figure 50. Sand and material in the Nature Reserve. 
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 The occupant at 6 Greyville Close, Milnerton 

Ridge, was warned to stop the alleged dumping 

of disused materials such as a trampoline and 

paving bricks in the Nature Reserve. 

The occupants kindly complied and removed the 

materials at their own cost without any further 

action having to be taken. 

 The occupant at 6 Sandown Crescent, Milnerton 

Ridge, was requested to remove a swing structure 

that was allegedly placed in the Nature Reserve 

without permission.  

The occupant kindly gave permission for the 

structure to be removed and disposed of at a 

landfill site by the Nature Reserve staff. 

 

Figure 51. A trampoline in the Nature Reserve. 

 

Figure 52. A swing structure in the Nature Reserve. 

 The occupant at 9 Milnerton Drive, Milnerton 

Ridge, was warned to removed two bee-hives 

that were illegally placed in the Nature Reserve 

without permission. Various trees and garden 

plants were also planted in the Nature Reserve.  

No response was received from the occupant.  

This matter will be investigate further and follow- 

up will be reported. 

 The occupant at 45A Milnerton Drive, Milnerton 

Ridge, was warned about a local building 

inspector’s investigation into the alleged illegal 

construciton of a boundary fence in the nature 

reserve. The matter was also referred to the fire 

department as the fence lies in the area that is 

intended to be maintained as a fire break.  

The matter is being investigated and follow-up will 

be reported. 

 

Figure 53. One of two private bee-hives in the Nature Reserve 
outside this property. 

 

Figure 54. A private boundary fence extension into the Nature 
Reserve. 
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11.4 The negative impacts and edge effects from private properties at the Milnerton Ridge boundary has 

led to a proposal to construct fencing along the entire boundary. It is currently impossible to maintain a fire 

break and security zone along this boundary due to the private garden extensions into the Nature Reserve 

land (see Figure 55 – 56). A similar problem occurred along the Sandpiper Crescent boundary in Table View 

which was addressed by means of a similar fence to what is proposed for Milnerton Ridge. A five meter strip 

between the fence and the houses is being maintained as a fire break (see Figures 57 – 58 below). The 

proposal is being considered at the moment. 

 

Figure 55. Private garden extensions into the Nature Reserve along Milnerton Ridge make it impossible to maintain a firebreak. 

 

Figure 56. Proposed delineation for a fence line along Milnerton Ridge. 

 

Figure 57. Nature Reserve fencing at Sandpiper Crescent. 

 

Figure 58. Example of a good firebreak at Sandpiper Crescent. 



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 JULY TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2016 26 

 

11.5 A media release was issued to raise 

awareness and to educate neighbouing landowners 

of the status of the Nature Reserve and to warn 

against illegal and destructive impacts. 

The media release was published in two local 

newspapers during this quarter (see Figures 59 – 60). 

The City of Cape Town’s internal staff magazine 

CONTACT is also planning to publish a similar article 

during the next quarter to raise more awareness 

within the organisation. 

 

Figure 59. Article in the local press. 

Neighbouring landowners are urged to treasure the 

Nature Reserve and to report any illegal activities, 

such as extensions of private gardens, illegal 

constructions, private infrastructure and planting of 

any plants (especialy plants that are not native to 

the natural vegetation). 

 

Figure 60. Article in the local press. 
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12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT 

12.1 The refurbished Rietvlei floating jetty was re-

launched on 27/09/2016.  

The two timber-decked panels of the jetty were 

removed from the water on 14/10/2015 for 

refurbishment. All the old timber was removed and 

replaced with new timber. The steel fittings (nuts and 

bolts) were also replaced with marine grade 

stainless steel fittings.  

The procurement of the materials took some time as 

the availability of timber in 6,5 m lengths was limited. 

The skills required to repair the jetty could not be 

procured, and therefore the work was done by staff 

from the Biodiveristy Management Branch (see 

Figure 61 right). 

The Electricity Department’s fleet management 

section provided a crane and two crane operators 

to lift the two separate jetty panels onto the six 

plastic floats. 

Once the two panels were attached to the floats, 

they were launched into the water separately. The 

first panel was attached to the steel catwalk with 

bolts, and then the second panel was attached to 

the first panel with more bolts.  

The two panels were then attached to existing 

anchors to stabilize the jetty. The work required Area 

Manager Koos Retief to swim underneath the jetty to 

attach the bolts and anchors below the jetty. 

 

Figure 61. Cedric Riddle, Koos Retief, Clinton Roux, Trevor Rieb, and 
Kyle Kelly on the refurbished jetty. 

 

Figure 62. One of the two jetty panels being lifted onto the floats. 

 

Figure 63. The two jetty panels attached to the catwalk. 

 

12.2 The assets of the Table Bay Nature Reserve were verified by Barbara Stadler on 23/09/2016 during the 

asset verification process.  

12.3 Vehicle repairs and maintenance was initiated for two vehicles at the Talbe Bay Nature Reserve. Site 

meetings were held with contractors at the following dates: 

 02/08/2016: Vehicle CCT 31132 

 22/09/2016: Vehicle CCT 32313 
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12.4 Office blinds were installed in the Rietvlei 

office’s boardroom and the reception area by a 

contractor that is retained on a tender by the City of 

Cape Town. 

12.5 Broken paving slabs around the public 

ablution block at Rietvlei were lifted. A decision was 

made to allow the grass the grow back in the area 

where the paving slabs used to lie. The remaining 

usable paving slabs are being stored off-site at the 

Van Schoordsdrift storage yard. 

 

Figure 64. Some of the blinds fitted in the reception area. 

 

Figure 65. Paving slabs being removed at the ablution block. 
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 APPENDIX A: MAP OF RESERVE (for a detailed view of the map click this link) 

 

http://www.capetown.gov.za/en/EnvironmentalResourceManagement/Documents/TableBay/Sections+boundaries_map_for_Table_Bay_NR_2014-09.pdf
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 APPENDIX B: PRESS ARTICLES 
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