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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

During this quarter the Table Bay Nature Reserve experienced several highlights, including the publication of 

articles about the Nature Reserve in the City of Cape Town’s newsletter for staff (CONTACT magazine) as 

well as the SA Water Research Commission’s online magazine (Water Wheel). A very rare Squacco heron 

was seen in the Nature Reserve, causing bird watchers to flock to see it. The Rietvlei access control point 

generated R30,000 more cash revenue by the end of 2016, compared to 2015. 

This quarter was not without its challenges however. Several wildfires occurred in the Nature Reserve. 

Displaced people, illegal structures, free-running dogs and domestic cattle however impacted the Nature 

Reserve negatively. The discharge of fireworks at the Table View beachfront during recent festive gatherings 

fortunately did not spark any wildfires. 

The Rietvlei Water Area experienced a fish die-off due to a severe reduction in dissolved oxygen levels in the 

water. Night-time poaching of fish in the Rietvlei Water Area appeared to continue after a small fishing boat 

was discovered.  

The Nature Reserve staff however faced these challenges while developing their skills and qualifications. 

Two Nature Conservation work-integrated learning students based at Table Bay Nature Reserve passed their 

practical requirements and will graduate with a National Diploma from the CPUT. A graduate intern, who 

was a former work-integrated learning student at Table Bay, was placed at the Nature Reserve for a year. 

One of the field rangers obtained a NQF level-2 certificate in a Field Ranger Skills Development course. 

The Nature Reserve’s meeting facilities benefited almost 700 people over no less than 40 event days, and 

316 people benefited from environmental and education outreach programmes. The Protected Area 

Advisory Committee met on 20 October with 28 representatives from 19 organisations in attendance. 

The Nature Reserve team was involved in invasive vegetation clearing, fire-fighting, firebreak maintenance, 

compliance management, repair and maintenance, litter & rubble removal, as well as habitat restoration. 

 

Figure 1. Parking area at the Rietvlei office of the Table Bay Nature Reserve. 
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2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 HIGHLIGHT: The City of Cape Town’s newsletter for staff (CONTACT) published an article on the 

protection of the Nature Reserve’s Coastal Section in the November/December edition of 2016. 

The photograph in the article (see Figure 2 below) was taken during a site visit to the area by the Branch 

Manager, Julia Wood, and the Monitoring & Evaluation Coordinator, Leighan Mossop on 12/10/2016. 

The publication of this article followed a media release that was issued in a previous quarter, which 

highlighted the City’s intention to stop illegal constructions and encroachment into the Coastal Section. 

A graduate intern was appointed on a temporary basis to start improving the management of the Coastal 

Section and to work with various stakeholders in the area. 

 

Figure 2. Article in the City of Cape Town's newsletter for staff (CONTACT) about the protection of the Coastal Section. 
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2.2 CHALLENGE: The presence of free-running 

dogs in the Nature Reserve is presenting a problem 

to the wildlife and visitors alike.  

Various dogs have been photographed by staff and 

visitors as they chase and killed birds and animals in 

the Nature Reserve.  

After an incident in which a dog killed an Egyptian 

goose (see Figure 4 below), the owner of the dog 

was handed a R1000 fine by Law Enforcement. 

A media release titled “Dogs ruffling feathers at the 

Table Bay Nature Reserve” was issued by the City of 

Cape Town on 22/12/2016 (see Figure 3 across). 

 

Figure 3. Article in an Afrikaans regional newspaper about free-
running dogs in the Nature Reserve. 

 

Figure 4. A dog killed an Egyptian goose in the Nature Reserve. 

 

3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1  The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its sixth meeting 

on 20/10/2016. The meeting was attended by 28 representatives from 19 organisations (see below list): 

 

BVI (Consulting Engineers) 

Cape Bird Club  

Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve  

CCT: Subcouncil 1 

CCT: City Parks Operations: Northern District  

CCT: Biodiversity Management Branch 

CCT: Stormwater & Sustainability Branch  

Dolphin Beach Body Corporate  

Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area 

 

Milnerton Aquatic Club  

Milnerton Canoe Club  

Milnerton Central Residents Association  

Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers Association  

Paardeneiland City Improvement District 

SLR Consulting  

Sunset Beach Homeowners Association  

Sunset Links Home Owners Association 

Western Province Freshwater Angling Association  

Woodbridge Island Body Corporate 

Some of the items on the agenda included: 

 Basic Assessent for the Proposed Upgrade of the Bayside Stormwater Canal, presentation by Mr 

Nicholas Arnott & Mr Sampie Loubscher; 

 Diep Estuary Action Plan, feedback by Ms Landi Louw; 

 Water quality sub-working group, feedback by Mr Koos Retief; 

 Repair of the two boat launch slipways at Rietvlei Water Area (proposal by Milnerton Aquatic Club), 

presented by by Mr Johan vd Merwe; 

 Birds and wildlife of Rietvlei wetlands (slide presentation by Cape Bird Club), presented by Jan & 

Frieda Prinsloo; and 

 Quarterly report feedback, presentation by Mr Koos Retief. 
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4 FLORA 

4.1 Invasive and alien vegetation follow-up 

clearing was undertaken in various management 

sections of the Nature Reserve, including at: 

 Milnerton Ridge boundary (various species, 

including re-growing Port Jackson, palms, 

and yuccas); 

 Milnerton Racecourse Sectoin (invasive 

weeds including Vicia, Echium and Kikuyu); 

 The R27 boundary of the Rietvlei Section (re-

growing Port Jackson); 

 Zoarvlei Section (various species including re-

growing Port Jacksons); 

 Coastal Section (various species including re-

growing Rooikrans); 

 Table View boundary (various species 

including re-growing Port Jackson); and 

 Milnerton Lagoon Section (various species 

including re-growing Port Jackson, palms 

and water hyacinth in the estuary). 

 

Figure 5. Possibly a Hyobanche sanguinea growing in the Coastal 
Section. 

4.2 Plant seed collection in Milnerton Racecourse Section was conducted as part of an approved 

method statement for a restoration project associated with the re-alignment of the Milnerton Racecourse’s 

horse running track.  

As a result of the approval to re-align the running track, a portion of the racecourse property will be 

donated to the Nature Reserve, while a smaller portion of the Nature Reserve’s land will be lost in a trade-

off. The area that will be gained will require to be restored by transferring topsoil, plants and seeds from the 

area that will be lost under the new running track. 

Reserve Supervisor, Landi Louw, arranged seed collecting operations on 26, 27, and 31 October, and 7, 9, 10 

and 23 November, as well as 14 December 2016. Landi worked with various volunteers, students and an 

Expanded Public Works Team from the Westlake Nursery to collect the plant seeds (see Figure 6 below).  

The plant seeds had to be extracted from the seed casings to prevent microscopic insects in the seed 

casings from consuming the seeds. The seed stores were treated with insecticide in order to preserve the 

seeds until they can be broadcast at the planned time into the receptor site at Milnerton Racecourse. 

 

Figure 6. Volunteers assisting with plant seed collection at the Milnerton Racecourse Section. 
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5 FAUNA 

5.1  An integrated water bird census was conducted on 21/10/2016. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve team, covering 11 surveys sections. The water birds numbered a total of 3,794 birds comprising of 47 

species (see Figures 7 – 9 for details). 

25 species with single-figure counts (totalling 89 

birds) accounted for 2,3% of the water bird census, 

including: 1 Yellowbilled egret, 1 Squacco heron, 1 

African spoonbill, 1 Southern pochard, 1 Purple 

swamphen, 1 Black crake, 1 Three-banded plover, 1 

Water thicknee, 1 Giant kingfisher, 2 African fish 

eagle, 2 Greenshank, 2 Swift tern, 3 Hadeda ibis, 3 

White-faced duck, 3 Mallard hybrid, 4 Whitebacked 

duck, 4 Cape teal, 4 Caspian tern, 6 Black-crowned 

night heron, 7 African marsh harrier, 7 Cape wagtail, 

8 Purple heron, 8 Glossy ibis, 8 Pied kingfisher, and 9 

Cattle egret.  

14 species with double-figure counts (totalling 402 

birds) accounted for 10,6% of the water bird census, 

including: 12 Little egret, 13 Little grebe, 16 Redbilled 

teal, 17 Common moorhen, 18 Great crested grebe, 

21 Grey heron, 24 Pied avocet, 25 African darter, 25 

Blackwinged stilt, 30 Reed cormorant, 30 Sacred ibis, 

48 Whitebreasted cormorant, 49 Kelp gull, and 74 

Blacksmith lapwing. 

8 species with triple-figure counts (totalling 3,303 

birds) accounted for 87,1% of the water bird census, 

including: 102 Cape shoveller, 161 Egyptian goose, 

161 Yellowbilled duck, 270 Lesser flamingo, 486 

Redknobbed coot, 489 Greater flamingo, 655 

Hartlaub's gull, and 979 White pelican. 

Additional bush birds included Helmeted 

guineafowl, Karoo prinia, Southern masked weaver, 

White-throated swallow, Pied crow, Cape spurfowl, 

Orange-throated longclaw, Spotted thicknee, Red 

bishop, Paradise flycathcer, and Pintailed whydah. 

 

Figure 7. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts. 

 

Figure 8. Relative contribution from each survey section. 

 

Figure 9. Relative contribution from the various bird groups. 
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5.2 A rare bird sighting of a Squacco heron at the Waves’ Edge Wetland (a portion of the Table Bay 

Nature Reserve) was reported by various bird watchers in October. Subsequent reports indicated that the 

Squacco was moving around since it was also seen in Rietvlei. 

The Wave’s Edge Wetland and Dolphin Beach Pond have been managed over several years to suppress 

bulrush reed growth. The removal of the reeds opened up water areas for more birds to utilise the wetlands. 

Trevor Hardaker, a local bird expert, confirmed the sighting of the very uncommon bird. Mr Hardaker posted 

a notice on the SA Rare Bird network, and soon many more bird watchers flocked to see the bird.  

The media raised an enquiry and an article subsequently appeared in the local press (see below Figure 10). 

 

 

Figure 10. Article in the local press about the Squacco heron. 
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5.3 A Common duiker was rescued by Reserve Supervisor, Christopher Singo, after it was discovered 

stuck in a residential palisade fence in Parklands by the Table View Neighbourhood Watch. Christopher 

Singo took the Duiker to the Good Hope SPCA in Grassy Park, where it was kept overnight in the wildlife 

rehabilitation centre (see Figures 11 – 12 below).  

The following day the animal was released in a portion of the False Bay Nature Reserve, and not in Table 

Bay Nature Reserve. The management policy for small game animals in the City promotes the movement of 

animals between isolated fragments of natural habitats. These movements assist with promoting genetic 

health of future generation of animals by preventing in-breeding between related animals. 

 

Figure 11. Common duiker stuck in a palisade fence. 

 

Figure 12. Reserve Supervisor, Christopher Singo, removing the 
Duiker. 

 

Figure 13. A Cape dwarf chameleon found in the Nature Reserve. 
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5.4 Notable species sightings by visitors and residents include an African snipe in the Rietvlei Section by 

Jan and Frieda Prinsloo, as well as a Mole snake swimming in a dam in the Milnerton Racecourse Section by 

Cliff Smith (see Figures 14 – 15 below). 

 

Figure 14. African snipe (photo by Jan and Frieda Prinsloo). 

  

 

Figure 15. A swimming Mole snake intimidating a Red-knobbed Coot in a dam in the Milnerton Racecourse Section (photo by Cliff Smith). 

 

6 SOIL 

Nothing to report. 
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7 WATER 

7.1  Rainfall recorded in the Table Bay Nature Reserve (at the Rietvlei Water Area and the Milnerton 

Racecourse) decline to below-average. 

The rainfall during this quarter was 20mm at Rietvlei and 35mm at Milnerton Racecourse. The total rainfall of 

2016 was 450mm at Rietvlei and 439.2mm at Milnerton Racecourse.  

Figure 16 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse in 2016 plotted 

over the average rainfall pattern for the area.  

 

Figure 16. Monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse in 2016 plotted over the average rainfall pattern. 

Figure 17 below indicates the rainfall accumulation curves of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse in 2016 

plotted over the average accumulation curve for the area. 

 

Figure 17. Rainfall accumulation curves of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse in 2016 plotted over the average accumulation curve. 
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7.1  Rainfall (cont.) 

Figure 18 below compares Rietvlei’s rainfall of 2016 with the wettest and driest years since recording started 

in 2002. It is evident that the rainfall in 2016 overall stayed true to the average rainfall pattern. 

 

Figure 18. Comparison of the rainfall in 2016 to the wettest and driest yeqrs recorded at Rietvlei since 2002. 

 

7.2 An article titled “Plans afoot to save Cape Town’s largest estuary” appeared in the SA Water 

Research Commission’s on-line magazine called Water Wheel. The article was written by Sue Matthews. 

7.3 Water quality at the Rietvlei Recreational 

Water Area came under scrutiny during this quarter 

due the occurrence of a fish die-off. The media 

raised an enquiry and an article subsequently 

appeared in the local press (see Figure 20 overleaf).  

Ad hoc water samples were collected and dissolved 

oxygen levels were monitored over several weeks.  

It was found that the oxygen in the water was 

depleted, placing the fish under severe stress. The 

factors that caused the low dissolved oxygen levels 

included high ambient temperatures and no wind.  

There was no evidence of contamination from any 

foreign sources. The wind started to increase again, 

which assisted with re-oxygenating the water.  

Most of the dead fishes were collected and 

disposed of at a landfill site. Various water birds such 

as pelicans, cormorants and sea gulls however 

benefited from the fish die-off by consuming large 

quantities of dead fish. 

 

Figure 19. Photo caption in the local press. 
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Figure 20. Article in the local press relating to a fish die of Rietvlei. 
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8 FIRE 

8.1 Firebreak maintenance was undertaken along various reserve boundaries during this quarter, 

including along the Table View boundary, Dolphin Beach boundary, Heron Waters boundary, and in the 

Diep River Section. Firebreaks are intended to prevent the spread of wildfires over property boundaries. 

8.2 Several wildfires occurred in the Table Bay Nature Reserve during this quarter, including: 

 A two-day reed and grass fire on 16-17/11/2016 in the Diep River Section that was presumably 

started by a private person welding or grinding on a metal fence bordering on the Nature Reserve; 

 A small grass fire in the Zoarvlei Section on 24/11/2016 with no known cause of the fire; and 

 A small grass fire in the Zoarvlei Section on 14/12/2016 that was started by a private contractor that 

was welding on an advertisement sign board near Marine Drive. 

At least two wild fires during this quarter were started by private persons and private contractors who either 

grinded or welded on construction projects adjacent to dry vegetation in the Nature Reserve. In all these 

situations there were no precautions taken, such a ensuring that a fire extinguisher or water hose is 

available. Fires can be very expensive to contain and court cases can result in large claims. 

We urge private persons and contract workers to take due consideration of fire danger in dry vegetation, 

and to always have fire-fighting measures on hand. 

8.3 A two-day wild fire started in a power-line servitude near the R27 inside the Dassenberg Coastal 

Catchment Partnership area from 4-5/12/2016. Staff from the Table Bay Nature Reserve assisted in controlling 

this fire. 

8.4 Several articles and photo captions about recent fires in the Table Bay Nature Reserve appeared in 

the local press during this quarter (see Figure 21 below and Figures 22 – 23 overleaf). 

 

Figure 21. Article in the local press about a wildfire in the Zoarvlei Section on 24/11/2016. 
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Figure 22. The article in the local press about the fire in the Diep 
River Section neglected to report that the Table View 
Neighbourhood Watch alleged that the fire was started by a person 
welding or grinding on a boundary fence. 

 

Figure 23. The article in the local press about the fire in the Zoarvlei 
Section neglected to report that the private contractor working on 
the advertisement sign board caused the fire by welding together 
steel parts on the ground. 
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8.5 The City of Cape Town approved designated sites for the discharge of fireworks. Alderman JP Smith, 

Mayoral Committee Member for Safety and Security, issued a statement to this effect in a media release on 

23/10/2016. An article appeared in the local press following the release (see Figure 26 overleaf). 

The previous year a wildfire started in the Rietvlei wetlands between the R27 and Pentz Drive, on the 

evening of Guy Fawkes (5/11/2015), presumably due to a Chinese lantern that fell in the vegetation. 

During a previous quarter the Table Bay Nature Reserve’s Advisory Committee recommended that a letter 

be written to the local Subcouncil 1 to reconsider the designation of sites for fireworks discharge near the 

Table Bay Nature Reserve, due to the fire hazard and threat to people, wildlife an infrastructure.  

Notwithstanding the letter to Subcouncil 1, the site at the Tourism Centre on Athens Road at Table View 

beachfront was nevertheless allocated as one of 12 designated sites in the City. 

The matter of the allocation of sites for the discharge of fireworks is also hotly debated in the social media. 

Several articles about this debate appeared in the local press during this quarter (see more articles in 

Annexure B). 

The City of Cape Town announced that, following a review of designated sites for the discharge of 

fireworks, it approved 12 sites for the discharge of fireworks during Guy Fawkes, Diwali and New Year’s Eve 

of 2016. This was up from eight sites in 2015. The list was approved after consultation between emergency 

services, law enforcement, and the various subcouncils. The increase in the number of sites intended to 

minimise the temptation to discharge fireworks from unsupervised areas. 

A proposed site at Theo Marais Park in Milnerton (also close to the Table Bay Nature Reserve) was rejected 

following objections from the public. The sites that were approved included:  

 Tourism Centre, Athens Road, Table View beachfront  

 Wesfleur sports field, Reygersdal Drive, Atlantis  

 Bishop Lavis sports field, Lavis Drive, Bishop Lavis  

 Metropolitan sports grounds, Melkhout Street, Bonteheuwel  

 Delft Central sports grounds, Main Road, Delft  

 Swartklip sports complex, Swartklip Road, Mitchells Plain  

 Athlone Stadium parking area (eastern side), Klipfontein Road, Athlone  

 Maiden’s Cove parking area, Victoria Road, Camps Bay  

 Strandfontein Pavilion, Strandfontein  

 Sarepta sports complex  

 Blue Downs sports field  

 Macassar Beach parking area, Macassar Road, Macassar 

All designated fireworks areas were patrolled by City Law Enforcement and Metro Police as well as a fire 

inspector. No one under the age of 16 was permitted to discharge fireworks and 23:00 was the cut-off time 

on both Guy Fawkes and Diwali, with New Year’s Eve being the exception. 

8.6 We strongly discourage the irresponsible 

discharge of marine distress flares and Chinese 

lanterns anywhere near natural areas. A person has 

almost no control over where these items will land. 

 

Figure 24. Example of marine distress flares. 

 

Figure 25. Example of Chinese lanterns. 
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Figure 26. Article in the local press about the designation of sites for fireworks discharge. 
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9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION 

9.1  Stakeholder Engagement 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff engage with various stakeholders, both internal and external, by means of 

meetings and other platforms. Below is a summary of the meetings that were attended by staff this quarter. 

9.1.1 Internal Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 23 official internal meetings during this quarter: 

 12/10/2016: Branch Manager’s annual site visit at Table Bay Nature Reserve; 

 13/10/2016: Protected Area Expansion planning meeting; 

 17/10/2016: Field Ranger Skills Programme Certification Ceremony; 

 18/10/2016: Cllr Nicky Rheeder of Ward 107 regarding reed infestations; 

 20/10/2016: Transversal Coastal Working Group meeting; 

 24/10/2016: Visitor Controller job description meeting with employee; 

 25/10/2016: Competence assessment with student Jack Nortjé; 

 26/10/2016: Competence assessment with student Julia Hollander; 

 28/10/2016: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; 

 28/10/2016: North Region Management meeting; 

 01/11/2016: Medical aid annual freedom of association meeting; 

 02/11/2016: Site meeting with Stormwater Department at Dolphin Beach pond outlet to Rietvlei; 

 07/11/2016: Legal compliance assessment of the Nature Reserve; 

 11/11/2016: Biodiversity Management Branch team building and performance recognition day; 

 14/11/2016: Stormwater management in Blaauwberg district meeting; 

 25/11/2016: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; 

 25/11/2016: North Region Health & Safety and Management meeting; 

 01/12/2016: Biodiversity Branch meeting; 

 12/12/2016: Staff conflict resolution meeting at Maitland; 

 13/12/2016: Flora Management Committee meeting; 

 15/12/2016: Staff conflict resolution meeting at Rietvlei office; 

 15/12/2016: Emergency evacuation drill at Rietvlei office; and 

 15/12/2016: Staff year-end function. 

9.1.2  External Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 8 official external meetings during this quarter: 

 14/10/2016: Bayside Stormwater Canal Upgrade meeting with consultants; 

 20/10/2016: Protected Area Advisory Committee meeting; 

 26/10/2016: De Haarlem shipwreck survey between Dolphin Beach and Sunset Beach; 

 01/11/2016: Site inspection of Dolphin Beach pond and Waves’ Edge wetland with HENCHEM; 

 17/11/2016: Historic Wooden Bridge Restoration project management team; 

 21/11/2016: CTEET interns’ induction day and monitoring & evaluation meeting; 

 22/11/2016: Paardeneiland City Improvement District conservation project;  

 28/11/2016: Sunset Links dunes site inspection; and 

 01/12/2016: Cape Town Environmental Education Trust (CTEET) year-end function. 

The parking area at the Rietvlei office and Rietvlei 

Boma was a hive of activity this quarter. More than 600 

people attended no less than 34 events here, ranging 

from training courses, meetings, workshops, and 

various work functions.  

Due to the close proximity of the Boma to 

neighbouring residents, commercial events are not 

catered for, but only environment and conservation-

related functions are allowed. 

Bookings for the Rietvlei Boma can be made by 

contacting the Nature Reserve at 021 444 0315.  
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9.2  Benefit to People 

9.2.1  Rietvlei Education Centre Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding visiting school groups, generated 80 person days of 

benefit to people over six event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

21/10/2016 NCC environmental services Training 9 

27-28/10/2016 Cape Peninsula University of Technology Training 6 

27/10/2016 Friends of Rietvlei Evening talk 30 

17/11/2016 
Blaauwberg Area Development: Environmental 

Liaison Committee 
Meeting 15 

24/11/2016 Friends of Rietvlei Evening talk 20 

TOTAL 80 

 

9.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma generated at least 611 person days of benefit to people over 34 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

6-7/10/2016 NCC environmental services CCT skills programme training 18 

12/10/2016 Cape Peninsula University of Technology Training 12 

13/10/2016 Protected area expansion planning  Meeting 10 

20/10/2016 TBNR PAAC Meeting 28 

21/10/2016 Cape Peninsula University of Technology Training 12 

24-28/10/2016 
Social Development and Early Childhood 

Development (SDECD) 

Youth empowerment readiness work skills 

workshop 
180 

4, 7, 10, 14, 18/ 

11/2016 
Cape Peninsula University of Technology Training 33 

17/11/2016 Biodiversity Management Branch Fire Training 20 

21-25/11/2016 MBA team from DTU Denmark Workshop 12 

29/11/2016 – 

1/12/2016 
Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

Work-integrated learning evaluation 

interviews 
64 

2/12/2016 Cape Peninsula University of Technology 
Work-integrated learning award 

ceremony 
25 

6/12/2016 Planning & Building Development  Final PBDM GIS meeting  17 

7/12/2016 Radio section – SPEARS  Farewell / retirement function 50 

8/12/2016 
Transport for Cape Town Contract 

Operations 
End of year function 50 

12/12/2016 SANCCOB End of year function 30 

13-14/12/2016 
SDECD youth development special 

projects 
Youth development workshop 25 

15/12/2016 Planning & Building Development  End of year function 25 

TOTAL 611 
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9.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach 

Environmental Education and Outreach generated 316 person days of benefit over 9 event days. 

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 

PERSON-

DAYS 
PROGRAMME 

12/10/2016 Nature@heart (6-9 yrs.) 19 10 29 
Wild@heart 

programme/wetlands 

13/10/2016 Al Azhar Primary (Gr. 6-7) 66 5 71 Wetlands programme 

03/11/2016 
Albow Gardens Children’s Mission 

(see Figure 27 below) 
49 1 50 

Milnerton Racecourse and 

snakes awareness 

09/11/2016 Sinai Academy, Blouberg (Gr. 1-3) 11 2 13 Wetland habitats 

2-4/12/2016 
Milnerton Sea Scouts (see Figure 29 

overleaf) 
51 9 60 

Overnight Environmental 

education programme 

5/12/2016 

Deutsche Internationale Schule 

Kapstadt, Parow (Gr. 1-4) (see Figure 

28 overleaf) 

36 4 40 
Wetland birds and aquatic 

invertebrates 

5/12/2016 Seeskulpie EDC, Langebaan (Gr. R) 47 6 53 
Joint programme with 

SANCCOB 

 TOTALS 279 37 316 TOTALS   

 

 

Figure 27. Vard Aman of the Cape Reptile Club, and Intern, Reward Nzuza, promoting snake awareness at the Albow Gardens Children's 
Mission (photo by Reserve Supervisor, Landi Louw). 

  



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 OCTOBER TO 31 DECEMBER 2016 20 

 

 

Figure 28. Deutsche Internationale Schule Kapstadt, Parow, outside the Rietvlei Education Centre. 

 

 

Figure 29. Various images of the Milnerton Sea Scouts at Rietvlei. 
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9.2.3.1 The Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee (EMC) donated funding for the 

taxidermy preservation and mounting of a Cape grysbok that had died (see Figure 30 below).  

The taxidermy mount of the grysbok was received during this quarter and it will be used for environmental 

education and display purposes in the Rietvlei Education Programme. 

We want to thank the Milnerton Racecourse EMC for their generous donation. 

 

Figure 30. Taxidermy mounted Cape grysbok, funded by the Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee. 

 

9.3 Visitors and Income 

9.3.1  Income from visitors at the Rietvlei 

Water Area during this quarter was R84,329 

from 3,997 recorded visitors. The total 

income from 2016 was R316,773 from 17,085 

visitors. 

Figure 31 across compares the total cash 

incomes of each calendar year since 2010, 

showing a continued increasing trend.  

The problem of visitors entering the Rietvlei 

Water Area outside of the public operating 

times and without paying the entrance fees 

has increased, especially during the busy 

summer season.  

Steps will be taken to address this problem. 
 

Figure 31. Cash incomes of each calendar year from 2010 to 2016. 
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10 STAFF 

10.1 Staff establishment 

 

Figure 32. A group photo of some of the Table Bay Nature Reserve staff (see key below). 
 

Back Row: Jack Nortjé (Student), Clinton Roux (Assistant Conservation Officer), Christopher Singo (Reserve Supervisor) 

Middle Row: Landi Louw (CTEET Reserve Supervisor), Sakhile Luhani (Field Ranger), Kyle Kelly and Trevor Rieb (Assistant Conservation 

Officers), Phathutshedzo Mundalamo and Andiswa Ngcai (Interns), Derick Coetzee (Visitor Control Officer), Koos Retief (Area Manager) 

Front Row: Allan Gargan (Foreman), Fabrice Turikumwe (CTEET Student), Reward Nzuza (CTEET Intern), Bulelwa Nomna (Field Ranger), 

Julia Hollander (Student), Sonwabile Shilinga (Field Ranger) 

Absent: Fundiswa Sigwayi (General Worker), Qalile Lisa, Ferika Yamile (Field Rangers), Lenin Matsi and Hester Pentz (CTEET Interns). 

 

10.1.1  A Nature Conservation Graduatue Intern, 

Hester Pentz, was placed at the Table Bay Nature 

Reserve for a period of a year from 14/11/2016. 

Hester (see Figure 33 across) could however only 

start working here on 14/12/2016 due to delays with 

examinations at the Nelson Mandela Metro 

University. The delays were caused by student 

protests as part of the #FeesMustFall campaign. 

Despite this adversity, Hester completed her B.Tech 

degree in Nature Conservation at the NMMU and 

will be graduating soon. 

Her placement at Table Bay Nature Reserve is part 

of the Cape Town Environmental Education Trust’s 

(CTEET) gaduate internship placement programme 

which is funded in partnership with CATHSSETA. 

Due to Hester’s placement, the roles and 

geographical responsibilities of other colleagues will 

be adapted. Hester will be working in the Coastal 

Section of the Nature Reserve, which will allow Lenin 

Matsi to focus on the Rietvlei Section. 

Hester was based at Table Bay Nature Reserve in 

2015 as a work-integrated learning student from the 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT), 

which allowed her to complete the National 

Diploma in Nature Conservation at CPUT.  

 

Figure 33. CTEET Intern, Hester Pentz. 
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10.2 Training and development 

10.2.1 Two Nature Conservation work-integrated 

learning students from the Cape Peninsula University 

of Technology (CPUT) were placed at the Nature 

Reserve during 2016. Jack Nortjé and Jullia 

Hollander successfully completed the requirements 

of the work-integrated learning programme and will 

graduate with the National Diploma in Nature 

Conservation from CPUT. 

 

Figure 34. Director Osman Asmal, Field Ranger Ferica Yamile, Area 
Manager Koos Retief, and Branch Manager Julia Wood at the Field 
Ranger Skills graduation ceremony. 

10.2.2 Four new work-integrated learning students 

have been selected to work at the Nature Reserve in 

2017. The students are Fabrice Turikumwe, Matthew 

Gatinho, and Waseem Parker from CPUT, as well as 

Angelique van der Berg from Centurion College. 

10.2.3 Field Ranger, Ferica Yamile, graduated in the 

Field Ranger NQF level-2 Skills Programme. She 

received her certificate at a graduatoin ceremony 

on 17/10/2017 (see Figure 34 across). 

10.2.4 Additional staff developments included: 

 Renewal of professional driver’s permit (PrDP) of Area Manager, Koos Retief. 

 Driver’s medical for Phathu Mundalamo (12/10/2016). 

 Competence assessment of Jack Nortjé (25/10/2016). 

 Competence assessment of Julia Hollander (26/10/2016). 

 Medical Aid Freedom of Association meeting (1/11/2016). 

 Fire-fighting fitness tests at Maitland (18/11/2016). 

 CTEET interns induction day and monitoring & evaluation meeting (21/11/2016). 

 Area Manager, Koos Retief, served on the CPUT’s evaluation panel of all it’s registered work-

integrated learning students of 2016. The panel met from 29/11 to 2/12/2016 to evaluate portfolios of 

evidence and conduct interviews. 

 Rietvlei office emergency evacuation drill (15/12/2016) 

 Nature Reserve staff year-end function (15/12/2-16). 

10.6  Training of permanent and temporary staff at the Table Bay Nature Reserve amounted to no less 

than 11 person days over 4 training event days, including the following interventions: 

Date(s) Course 
Number of 

days x 

Number of 

learners = 
Person days 

6-7/10/2016 
CCT Nature Conservation Learnership: Apply 

knowledge of statistics and probabilities 
2 2 4 

21/10/2016 
CCT Nature Conservation Learnership: Learner 

support 
1 2 2 

17/11/2016 Basic Fire Fighting 1 3 3 

 TOTALS 4  11 
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11 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

11.1 Illegal overnight structures were removed 

from various management sections of the Nature 

Reserve, including from the Zoarvlei, Milnerton 

Lagoon, Diep River and the Coastal Sections.  

Eleven (11) joint operations were arranged during 

this quarter, in which the Nature Reserve staff 

worked with various other stakeholders, including the 

Law Enforcement Department, the Roads 

Department and the Paardeneiland City 

Improvement District (PECID) (see Figures 35 – 37).  

The joint operations were conducted on 4 and 26 

October, 3, 10, 17, and 24 November, as well as 2, 8, 

14, 22, and 29 December 2016.  

No less that 10 “five-tonne” tipper truck loads of 

waste and demolished materials were disposed of at 

a local landfill site during these operations. 

 

Figure 35. Two displaced people being removed from the Zoarvlei 
Section by field rangers, PECID staff, and Law Enforcement. 

 

Figure 36. Illegal structures next to the R27 at Milnerton Lagoon. 

 

Figure 37. Illegal structure in a tree at Zoarvlei Section. 

  

11.2 A small fishing boat was discovered during a 

routine water patrol. The boat was hidden in 

shrubbery on the shoreline of Rietvlei. 

It is suspected that the boat was used by fish 

poachers who accessed the Rietvlei Water Area 

during the night to set illegal gill nets to catch fish.  

It is illegal to access Rietvlei outside operating hours, 

and to fish from a boat or with gill nets in the Rietvlei 

Water Area (see Figure 38 across). 

There was evidence of fish scales in the boat, which 

is indicative of fish being removed from gill nets. No 

gill nets were found on site however. It may be that 

the alleged poachers removed the nets the same 

night, but only left the boat hidden in bushes. 

The boat was held on site for about a month, but 

nobody came forward to claim the boat. The boat 

was disposed of at a local landfill site. 

 

Figure 38. A field ranger loading the small fishing boat onto the 
Rietvlei patrol boat. 

We request the public to report any suspicious activity, such as illegal structures and fishing boats on the 

water at night, to the Nature Reserve office at 021 444 0315. 
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Figure 39. A herd of cattle illegally grazing in the Diep River Section near Du Noon. 

11.3 Illegal cattle grazing in the Diep River Section has resurfaced after initial attempts to negotiate with 

the cattle owners delivered mixed results. After the cattle owners initially agreed that they would stop this 

practice, patrols during weekends and after-hours exposed the continued grazing in the Nature Reserve. 

Follow-up meetings with the cattle owners were faciliated by the local Ward Councillor in Du Noon. These 

meetings were intended to delineate the boundary of the Nature Reserve and to dissuade the cattle 

owners from sending their cattle onto the land (see Figure 39 above).  

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff will continue to monitor the area after-hours and on weekends to determine 

whether compliance is taking place. Residents can report cattle in the Nature Reserve to 021 444 0315. 

11.4 Free-running dogs have become a 

challenge in the Nature Reserve (see also the report 

section on Highlights & Challenges). 

Several animals and birds have been chased and 

killed by dogs that were illegally allowed to enter the 

Nature Reserve and run off-leash or unattended. 

There are areas around Rietvlei where dogs may be 

walked on a  leash, such as along the Table View 

boundary and the Coastal Section, but these are 

not free-running dog areas. 

The Rietvlei by-law also prohibits dogs in the Rietvlei 

Water Area itself, however dogs still manage to 

enter the Water Area by escaping from private 

properties and from people who purposely bring 

them into the reserve. 

Fines have been issued to dog owners whose dogs 

attacked other animals, including the wild animals in 

the Nature Reserve (see Figure 40 across). 

A media release was circulated by the City of Cape 

Town to advise dog owners of the restrictions relating 

to domestic animals in the Nature Reserve. The 

media release resulted in a live on-air interview 

being hosted by 567 Cape Talk radio station on 

22/12/2016, as well as an article appearing in a local 

Afrikaans regional newspaper. 

Dog owners are requested to abide by sign-posted 

notices where domestic animals are concerned. 

 

Figure 40. A R1,000 fine issued to a dog owner. 
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12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT 

12.1 Maintenance of Nature Reserve infrastructure during this quarter incuded the following activities: 

 Trimming vegetation along internal roads, around footpaths as well as at visitor facilities such as the 

Rietvlei Education Centre, picnic sites and the public ablution block; 

 Internal road maintenance at Rietvlei and the Diep River Sections; 

 Litter pick-ups along the R27 boundary as well as in the Coastal and the Milnerton Lagoon Sections; 

 Cleaning of offices and windows; 

 Asset inventory verifications from 29 September to 5 October 2016; 

 Various repairs and maintenance of the Nature Reserve’s vehicles, tools and machinery; and 

 Removal of cement slabs around the Rietvlei public ablution block. The cement slabs were being 

undermined by mole holes and sand movement. It was decided that it would be safer to remove 

the slabs and allow the grass to grow flush with the building (see Figure 41 below). 

 

Figure 41. Removal of cement slabs around the Rietvlei public ablution block. 
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 APPENDIX A: MAP OF RESERVE (for a detailed view of the map click this link) 

 

http://www.capetown.gov.za/en/EnvironmentalResourceManagement/Documents/TableBay/Sections+boundaries_map_for_Table_Bay_NR_2014-09.pdf
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 APPENDIX B: PRESS ARTICLES 
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