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1 BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT

e This is a three month (quarter) report and it will be covering all the activities for the
period running from 1 January 2012 to 31 March 2012 within the Table Bay Nature
Reserve, one of the North District’s management areas.

e Highlights:

o Prescribed ecological controlled burns: The Table Bay Nature Reserve team
assisted with the execution of four successful prescribed ecological controlled
burns. These burns were at the Milnerton Racecourse section, Nirvana Private Fynbos
Nature Reserve, Kenilworth Racecourse Nature Reserve, and Tygerberg Nature
Reserve. All these burns were executed with little or no damage to surrounding
properties.

o Rietvlei Management Working Group: The RMWG met for their 100" meeting on
2012/01/17 (see Figure 1).

o Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) teams: There are three EPWP teams
presently working in the Table Bay Nature Reserve. These teams are working on the
following projects:

= Team A: Diep River rehabilitation and alien clearing;
= Team B: Wave’s Edge wetland Typha capensis reed clearing; and
= Team C: Rietvlei alien clearing and boardwalk construction.

e Protection status: Full Council approved the process for proclamation applications for the
nature reserves in the City. Table Bay Nature Reserve (TBNR) is part of the batch of
reserves. A Conservation Development Framework (CDF) had to be planned for Table
Bay Nature Reserve, and a meeting to this effect was held on 2012/02/10. The final maps
are awaited from the GIS section.

¢ Nature Reserve Site Visits: The annual reserve site visit of 2011 by the Branch manager
was supposed to take place on 2011/10/26. This did however not take place due to Koos
Retief being sick on that date. A new date was set for this site meeting on 2012/01/19. The
meeting was attended by Julia Wood, Dalton Gibbs, Adele Pretorius, Patricia Holmes, Koos
Retief, and Christopher Singo (see Figure 2). The next reserve site visit will take place on
2012/09/06.

Figure 1. The 100" meeting of the Rietvlei Figure 2. Senior staff annual reserve site visit to
Management Working Group on 2012/01/17. Table Bay Nature Reserve.
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2 CONSERVATION
2.1 Flora Management
2.1.1 Invasive Species Management

e Ward allocations: Ward allocations in the Milnerton Area for the 2011/2012 financial year
totalled R129,000. Two alien clearing projects were identified for the Rietvlei section and the
Diep River section. The contractor completed all work to satisfaction, and was still working in
the Diep River during this quarter (see Figure 3).

e Port Jackson: EPWP “"Team C” workers were utilised to conduct follow-up clearing at the
Table View boundary after extensive Port Jackson seed germination following a fire a year
ago. The work entails hand-pulling only and is still continuing (see Figure 4).

e The TBNR Team'’s alien clearing work was primarily concentrated on follow-up clearing at
Wave’s Edge wetland block. This is in conjunction with other work conducted simultaneously,
including Typha capensis reed removal and fire break maintenance.

e Water hyacinth: The student Robert Slater is presently conducting a research project on the
effectiveness of water hyacinth biological control agents. The biological control, a stem boring
weevil, struggles to overwinter in the cold Western Cape climate (see Figures 5 — 6). Louise
Stafford (Invasive Species Unit) is planning to make a team of EPWP workers available to
conduct large scale manual clearing of water hyacinth in the Diep River system.

! A ine "VV'J-.-.‘ RN ) AR 3 S

Figure 3. Clearing of Port Jackson at Diep River Figure 4. Hand-pulling of Port Jackson saplings
section by a contractor for the City on a tender. by the EPWP staff along the Table View.

Figures 5 - 6. Student Robert Slater measuring water hyacinth plants and releasing biological
control (stem-boring weevils) onto the water hyacinth habitat.
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e Typha capensis reed clearing: EPWP “Team B"” were utilised to clear Typha capensis reed
infestations in the Wave’s Edge wetland since the start of February. This work was inspired
by much input from surrounding residents at Wave’s Edge who requested relief from the
spreading Typha capensis seeds (see Figures 7 — 12).

Figure 7. Wave's Edge EPWP team inspecting Figure 8. The EPWP team fully prepared for
the work site with Bongani Mnisi. work at Wave’s Edge.

Figure 9. The EPWP team cutting Typha Figure 10. Two departmental vehicles used to
capensis at Wave’s Edge (photo: C. Roux). transport the cut reeds.
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Figure 11. Roads & Stormwater depot vehicles Figure 12. On a rainy afternoon the EPWP team
being used to load cut reeds on rented trucks. learned map reading skills and bird identification.
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2.2 Fauna Management

2.2.1 Monitoring of Wildlife: Game counts and sightings

e Grysbok drive census: Staff and volunteers conducted a drive count of Grysbok in the
Milnerton Racecourse section under the supervision of Simone Greveling. This work was done
to assess their population level before the next scheduled ecological burn, and to determine
whether any Grysbok are resident in the block that will be burned (see Figures 13 - 14).

Figures 13 - 14. Staff and volunteers conducting a drive census to determine the numbers of
grysbok at Milnerton Racecourse section.

e Abandoned tortoises: There appears to be an increasing trend in the abandonment of pet
tortoises by dumping them at nature reserves. Pet owners wrongly assume that pet tortoises
will easily incorporate into nature reserves if dumped or handed over. In reality, like with any
other pets, these animals are doomed to die if not taken care of. The practice of dumping pet
tortoises at nature reserves is strongly discouraged because no pet tortoises may be
incorporated into nature reserve wild populations. These animals are often relocated again
and their survival is uncertain (see Figures 5 - 16).

Figures 15 — 16. A selection of tortoises dumped at the Rietvlei entrance gate.

o Interesting pictures taken include: Figures 17 - 18, of a female Steenbok carcass in the
Coastal Section; Figure 19, evidence of rodents feeding on Carpobrotus edulis (sourfig)
thereby assisting in seed distribution; Figure 20, Cape clawless otter scat at Wave’s Edge
wetland; Figure 21, one of many Cape Dwarf chameleons seen at Rietvlei, Milnerton
Racecourse, and the Coastal Section; and Figure 22, a sick Kelp Gull taken to SANCCOB.
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Figure 19. Evidence of rodents feeding on sour Figure 20. Otter scat at Wave’s Edge wetland.
figs at the Bird Hide Block.

Figure 21. Cape dwarf chameleon are seen at Figure 22. Sick juvenile kelp gull collected at
Rietvlei, Milnerton Racecourse and the coast. the Coastal section was taken to SANCCOB.
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A Coordinated Waterbird Count (CWAC) was conducted at TBNR on 2012/02/17. This
was the first time that the Potsdam Waste Water Treatment Works was covered by this
survey. It is envisaged that this survey would cover Potsdam WWTW every quarter. See
Table 1 below for results from the water bird census. A total 2515 birds were counted,
comprising 44 species. These included Blacknecked Grebe 1, Dabchick 10, White Pelican 126,
Whitebreasted Cormorant 43, Reed Cormorant 29, African Darter 59, Grey Heron 19,
Blackheaded Heron 4, Purple Heron 1, Little Egret 13, Yellow-billed Egret 9, Cattle Egret 4,
Sacred Ibis 51, Glossy ibis 5, Hadeda Ibis 1, African spoonbill 1, Greater flamingoes 75,
Whitebacked Duck 3, Egyptian Goose 298, Yellow-billed Duck 146, Cape Teal 1, Redbilled teal
13, Cape shoveller 24, Southern Pochard 2, Spurwinged Goose 180, African marsh harrier 2,
Purple Swamphen 14, Common Moorhen 70, Red-knobbed Coot 162, Afr. Bl. Oystercatcher
3, Blacksmith Lapwing 191, Greenshank 4, Curlew Sandpiper 50, Blackwinged Stilt 3, Water
thicknee 4, Kelp Gull 87, Hartlaub’s Gull 731, Caspian tern 1, Swift Tern 10, Sandwich tern 9,
Common tern 48, Pied Kingfisher 2, Cape Wagtail 5, and Mallards 1. Also see below Figures:

o Figure 23. Pie chart of numbers of birds in various survey sections; and
o Figure 24. Pie chart of groups of birds of CWAC survey of 2012/02/17.

Table 1. Results from the TBNR CWAC census of 2012/02/17.

Blacknecked Grebe

Dabchick

10

White Pelican

126

100

26

Whitebreasted Cormorant

13

29

Reed Cormorant

29

10

African Darter

59

25

19

Grey Heron

19

10

Blackheaded Heron
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Purple Heron

Little Egret

Yellow-billed Egret

Cattle Egret

Sacred Ibis

Glossy ibis

Hadeda Ibis

Afr spoonbill

Greater flamingoes

75

Whitebacked Duck

Egyptian Goose

298

257

11

19

Yellow-billed Duck

146

28

30

50

i6

16

Cape Teal

Redbilled teal

13

13

Cape shoveller

24

Southern Pochard

Spurwinged Goose

180

80

100

African marsh harrier

Purple Swamphen

14

14

Common Moorhen

70

17

32

10

11

Red-knobbed Coot

162

30

112

12

Afr. Bl. Oystercatcher

Blacksmith Lapwing

191

23

124

Greenshank

Curlew Sandpiper

50

50

Blackwinged Stilt

Water thicknee

Kelp Gull

50

25

Hartlaub’s Gull

26

116

445

Caspian tern

Swift Tern

Sandwich tern

Common tern

42

Pied Kingfisher

Cape Wagtail

Mallards

]
= ]
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TOTALS

2515

92

567

264

262

199

65

715
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Figure 23. Pie chart of numbers of birds in various survey sections of CWAC 2012/02/17
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Figure 24. Pie chart of groups of birds of CWAC 2012/02/17 Pelicans. 126

Wagtails, 5
ingfishers, 2 agtaf's
H Grebes

m Peli
Herons & Egrets, 50 Pelicans

Ibises & Spoonbills, 58 B Cormorants
Flamingoes, 75 B Darters

H Herons & Egrets
Gulls, 818 M |bises & Spoonbills

B Flamingoes

B Ducks & Geese

W Harriers

B Coots & Moorhens

H Oystercatchers

Dikkops, 4 /< = Plovers

Waders, 57 B Waders

Oystercatchers, 3 Harriers m Dikkops
,2

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT Page 8



3 WATER MANAGEMENT

¢ Water quality monitoring was done at 15 points in the TBNR on 2012/01/31, 2012/02/28,
and 2012/03/27. The Diep catchment area received very little rain, and this meant that the
flow in the river was reduced to nothing in some areas. Lower down in the catchment, the
flow is sustained by stormwater and treated wastewater, keeping the Diep estuary mouth
open almost entirely throughout the summer. Reports were received that the estuary mouth
did however close intermittently (see Figures 25 - 28).

Figure 25. Water sample being collected at the Figure 26. A leaking pressure valve detected at
outlet of Zoarvlei. Blaauwberg Road bridge, reported and repaired.

g s : 3 R < W PR et

Figure 27. The Diep River dry at the N7 bridge.

Figure 28. The Diep River estuary open.
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¢ Rainfall at Rietvlei: The rainfall during this quarter was below average with only 5mm
recorded. See below Figures 29 - 32 for graphic representations of the rainfall data.

RAINFALL DATA: Updated on 2012/04/11
Ave 2000 2001 | 2002 | 2003
10.658 16.0f 579 35 8.0
5.7833 2.0] 1000 6.0 0.9
749 0.0 101 32.2 7.0
29.825 50{ 189 298| 108 Va5
49.533 26.1| 487 386) 222) 23
65.096 16| 364| 628 13.1| 66.8
67.213 46.1| 1757 695) 27.3) 658
63.579 24.3| 108.7| 66.9] 811] 455
September 31.154 49.3| 615 195] 538 178
October 25646 5.3 3.2 337 253 119.0
November 20.8 8.8 225 132 238 3.0
December 11.3 2.5 1050 201] 15.5 6.5
TOTAL 219.0] 532.1] 432.2] 293.7[ 421.9
NB: Open Spaces = No DATA (RED) indicates insufficient DATA

Figure 29. Rietvlei rainfall data: Updated 2012/04/11

Figure 30. Annual totals of rainfall at Rietvlei (updated 11 April 2012)
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Figure 31. Monthly rainfall in 2012 vs averages per month at Rietvlei (updated 11 April 2012)
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Figure 32. Rainfall accumulation in 2012 vs overall average (Updated: 11 April 2012)
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e Dust management: During this quarter the water on the central pan started to recede. A
sub-committee of the Rietvlei Management Working Group met on 2012/01/17 to discuss the
operational plan for dust control for the summer season. Members of the public were
represented at this meeting. It was decided that the water pumping operation would be
deployed shortly thereafter to wet the pan and limit the possible occurrence of dust
emanating from the pans. The Roads & Stormwater Depot (Killarney) deployed pumps and
pipes, while the Table Bay Nature Reserve paid for the staff and operational costs. The
pumping continued throughout this quarter, often on weekends and public holidays as well.
Though some dust was seen on occasion, no public complaints were received. See below
Figures 33 - 36 for scenes from this operational intervention.

Figures 33 — 34. Scenes of the central pan during and after drying.

Figure 35. Birds on the central pan. Figure 36. Pipe delivering water onto the pan.
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4 FIRE MANAGEMENT

e Fire response preparedness: TBNR staff was fully prepared for the fire season and took
measures at selected sites to protect surrounding properties from wildfires. Some wildfires
occurred in the Diep River east of Gie Road and also west of the Killarney depot, but none of
these fires caused damage to any private property. Fires were started by illegal occupants
(cooking fires or copper cable burning) and pedestrians (see below Figures 37 - 42).
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¢ Milnerton Racecourse prescribed ecological burn: TBNR staff continued assisting
Simone Greveling with the completion of preparations for the Milnerton Racecourse section’s
prescribed ecological burn in March 2012. This entailed the removal of alien vegetation,
protecting infrastructure, spraying herbicide, inserting kikuyu barriers, cutting firebreaks, and
planting sour figs on the perimeter of the small northern block. This work was completed and
the burn was successfully executed on 2012/03/07, with no damage to surrounding
properties. All due processes were followed to obtain permission for this burn, and adjacent
residents were advised accordingly through the media and letter drops. An animal drive was
arranged to clear animals from the site before burning, and no major mortalities were
recorded. Ecologically speaking the fire was not as hot as was hoped, but a strong breeze
assisted with burning the site clean (see Figures 43 - 46).

Figures 43 - 44. Fire break cutting around the small northern block of the Milnerton Racecourse
section, in preparation for a controlled burn.

Figures 45 - 46. Scenes of the controlled burn of the small northern block of the Milnerton
Racecourse section.

e Nirvana Private Fynbos Nature Reserve: TBNR staff assisted with the site preparation
and successful execution of a prescribed ecological burn at block 2 of Nirvana on 2012/03/13.
This was the second burn at Nirvana, with the first having been conducted two years prior.
An animal drive was conducted to clear as many animals from the site as possible. No major
mortalities were recorded and no damage to property occurred. Ecologically speaking the
burn was sufficiently hot, causing a clean burn (see Figures 47 - 52).
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Figures 47 - 48. Sakhile Luhani and the TBNR team assisting with fire break preparation at the
Nirvana Private Fynbos Nature Reserve, Atlantis.

Figure 49. Grysbok driven out of the block. Figure 50. The author lighting the burn.

Figures 51 — 52, Scenes of the Nirvana Private Fynbos Nature Reserve prescribed ecological burn.
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¢ Kenilworth Racecourse Nature Reserve: Koos Retief assisted with the planning and
execution of a prescribed ecological burn at Kenilworth on 2012/03/29. There were several
complicating factors on the day. The most significant factor was the nearby quarantine
stables of race horses. It was estimated that the smoke trail would move directly to the
stables, and therefore a decision was made that only a small part of the designated burn
block would be burned as a test, and not the whole block. This was done, and when results
indicated that the smoke would be affecting the horses, the burning was stopped. No ill
effects on the horses were reported however, no major mortalities were recorded and no
property was damaged. The rest of the burn site would hopefully be burned next season.
Ecologically speaking the fire was not as hot as it was hoped, partly because the burn was
very small, and also because the timing was early in the morning. Recommendations are to
conduct burns closer to noon, and not early in the morning. Small burns are also less
effective as they struggle to generate enough heat (see Figures 53 - 54).

Figures 53 - 54. The author assisted at the Kenilworth prescribed ecological burn.

¢ Wave’'s Edge Wetland Block: An application was submitted to obtain a burning permit for
the Wave’s Edge wetland block. On 2011/10/20 Subcouncil 1 decided to decline the
application due to the potential disturbance to traffic adjacent to Marine Drive and the R27.
The application was however re-submitted to further investigate to feasibility of a burn. Two
site meetings were held (2012/03/15 & 20) between Biodiversity Management, Air Pollution
Control, Fire Department and Traffic Department, to discuss the feasibility. Much opposition
was encountered from surrounding residents regarding this application. At the time of writing
this report, a public meeting was scheduled to address the concerns of the public. This will be
reported on at the next quarterly report.

e Tygerberg Nature Reserve: TBNR staff assisted with the execution of a prescribed
ecological burn at Tygerberg over two days. The first day consisted of securing the top of a
slope at the burn block to prevent the fire from jumping out of the block and burning non-
target vegetation. The actual execution of the burn took place on 2012/03/29. The
Biodiversity Management Branch worked with various other teams, including staff from the
Fire Department, Working on Fire, and Volunteer Wildfires Services to ensure that the burn
was conducted safely and effectively. No property was damaged and no major mortalities
were recorded. Ecologically speaking the burn was sufficiently hot to ensure a clean burn.
Due to the fact that Tygerberg consists of sloping hills, fires generally move quicker and pose
greater risks of jumping to adjacent sites. Therefore sufficient staff was deployed over
several days to ensure that the burn block was safe and secure. Shortly after the burn, large
rainfalls assisted with putting out all hot spots in the burn block. See Figures 55 - 60.
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Figure 55 - 56. The TBNR team assisted with securing the top edge of the burn block at Tygerberg
Nature Reserve by burning out the flammable material from the top downhill.

Figure 57. TBNR staff using a “fire finder”. Figure 58. The controlled burn executed.

Figure 59 - 60. Scenes of the Tygerberg Nature Reserve prescribed ecological burn.
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5 PEOPLE AND CONSERVATION
5.1 Stakeholder Engagement (external meetings)

¢ External stakeholder meetings: Table 2 below summarises TBNR’s involvement with
external stakeholders this quarter.

Table 2. Records of external stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR.

Area Date Meeting/Workshop Purpose
Rietvlei Management Working Group Sub-committee: Dust Management | Planning
2012/01/17
Rietvlei Management Working Group Planning
2012/01/26 | Intemship Programme: Staff recruitment interviews Recruitment
2012/02/01 | Expanded Public Works Programme inception meeting Feedback
2012/02/07 | Rietviei office construction project: Budget meeting Planning
2012/02/14 | Fire Protection Agency meeting Planning
2012/02/20 | Subcoundl 15 site visit to North Region reserves Feedback
2012/02/23 | Subcoundl 1 meeting Observation
TBNR 2012/03/24 | Intemship Programme Awards Ceremony Feedback
2012/02/27 | Zoarvlei Management Advisory Committee Feedback
2012/03/13 E/Ie6r2nI;:|r§ \Sn’n Joe Slovo and Du Noon: Reed harvesting (see Figures 61 Planning
Wave's Edge wetland bum application site meeting Planning
2012/03/15 | Cape Peninsula University of Technology student tracking Feedback
University of Cape Town: Bird ringing application Planning
2012/03/20 | Wave's Edge wetland bum application site meeting Planning
2012/03/26 | Expanded Public Work Programme: Staff recruitment meeting Recruitment

Figure 61. Members of the Joe Slovo and Du Figure 62. Stands of Cyperus textilis is only
Noon communities looking at Rietvlei for found in the Diep River area north of Rietvlei.
potential harvestable material in the production

of mats and baskets.
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¢ Education Centre Usage: 408 person days was spent using the Rietvlei Education Centre
this quarter. See below Table 3 for details of its usage:

Table 3. Education Centre usage and benefits to people in person days.

Date Activity Person
days
2012/01/09 | Communication Introduction for students 6
2012/01/18 | Rietvlei Wetland / Bird Walk 15
2012/01/18 | Manager Meeting 3
2012/01/19 | TBNR Management Meeting 13
2012/01/23 | Student Induction 16
2012/01/24 | Student Induction 16
2012/01/25 | Student Induction 16
2012/01/26 | Student Induction 16
2012/01/27 | Student Induction 16
2012/02/01 | Working for Wetlands 6
2012/02/06 | Working for Wetlands 13
2012/02/06 | Rietvlei Wetland Prorgame 9
2012/02/07 | Wetland Week Programme 68
2012/02/08 | Wetland Week Programme 45
2012/02/10 | TBNR Management Meeting 8
2012/02/13 | Economics Department 20
2012/02/23 | Skills Training Meeting 9
2012/02/24 | Regional Management Meeting 10
2012/02/27 | TBNR Staff Meeting 10
2012/03/21 | Chatham Visitors Education Induction 14
2012/03/26 | Fishy Business Holiday Programme 24
2012/03/27 | Fishy Business Holiday Programme 29
2012/03/28 | Fishy Business Holiday Programme 26
TOTAL 408
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¢ Rietvlei Boma Usage: The Rietvlei boma was first used this quarter after its construction.
About 25 people have used the venue for meeting purposes so far. See Table 4 below for
details of its usage:

Table 4. Rietvlei boma usage and benefits to people in person days.

Date Activity Person
days
2012/02/16 | City Nature Conservation students research presentation (see Figure 65) 25

TOTAL 25

Figure 65. Student research presentations Figure 66. North region staff attended the
conducted at the new Rietvlei boma. annual internship awards ceremony.
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e Environmental Education: TBNR staff reached 669 people with environmental education
messages this quarter. 232 people were reached through programmes at Rietvlei Education
Centre, 88 people through collaborations with SANCCOB, and 349 people by off-site

extensions. See Table 5 below for details.

Table 5. Environmental Education Statistics at TBNR

Date Programme Person days

Part 1: Environmental Education conducted at Rietvilei Wetland

2012/01/18 | Rietvlei Wetland \Bird Walk 15 Adults

2012/02/06 | Rietvlei Wetland 8 learners; 1 Educator
2012/02/07 | Wetlands Week 66 learners; 2 educators
2012/02/08 | Wetlands Week 43 |learners; 2 educators
2012/03/21 | Rietvlei Wetland\ Bird id 11 learners; 3 Adults
2012/03/26 | Holiday Fish Programme 22 learners; 4 Adults
2012/03/27 | Fishy Business 24 learners; 5 Adults
2012/03/28 | Fishy Business 22 learners; 4 Adults
TOTALS 232

Part 2: SANCCOB collaborations

2012/02/21 | SANCCOB 40 learners

2012/02/23 | SANCCOB 48 learners

TOTALS 88

Part 3: Environmental Education Conducted Off-site

2012/01/30

Sophakama Primary School:

Wetlands week

56 learners; 1 educator

2012/01/31

Sophakama Primary School:

Wetlands week

65 learners; 1 educator

2012/02/01

Sophakama Primary School:

Wetlands week

60 learners; 1 educator

2012/02/02

Sophakama Primary School:

Wetlands week

70 learners; 1 educator

2012/02/03

Sophakama Primary School:

Wetlands week

78 learners; 1 educator

2012/03/05

Table View High School: Hacking

12 Learners; 3 Adults

TOTALS

349

¢ The local media reported on various matters relating to TBNR during this quarter, including
planned prescribed ecological burns (Figures 67 - 69), wildfires at Diep River (Figure 70),
Typha capensis reeds at Wave’s Edge (Figures 71 - 73), the Milnerton Wooden Bridge (Figure
74), environmental education successes (Figure 75), and algae at the Milnerton Lagoon
(Figures 76 — 77).
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Planned

Wednesday February 22 2012

burn

at racecourse

STAFF REPORTER
he City will do a controlled
burn of the Milnerton Race-
course section of the Table

Bay Nature Reserve in March to

regenerate indigenous vegetation.

Area manager Koos Retief said
the Milnerton Racecourse section

comprised Cape Flatviaudvfynbaq

which must burn, on 2
12 to 15 years. Th
regenerate the fy
combustibles. =
The small 3.5 hect

block would be burned on March 7,
14 or 28(Wednesdays). This block
is between Sandown Crescent, The
Met, Stable Yard and the Gold Cir-
cle Race Track in Royal Ascot.

Letter drops will notify residents
of relevant dates.

The City advised residents to
shut their windows, store gas canis-
“ters inside and take washing off the

hne. Spnnklers could be used to

en gardens as a precautionary

s to Air Pollution
1 590 1419.

Figure 67. The Tabletalk of 2012/02/22 reported on the planned ecological burn for the Milnerton

Racecourse section.
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STAFF REMORTER
Hawve your say
succewtul controlled was done SMS TALK wih o o
on 39 of certically endan- a1 v o vt ni’iﬂm
ered Cape Flats fimbos at Mik A3 Sl A1 axs

.
nerton Raceooise Nanire Reservw on

Wedaesday March 7

Simone Groveding froo the reseny
said the aim of the controlied barnwas
10 oentain healthy vegetation and e
Togical funcdoning oF us core boganis
cal site with a Large bumber of threa
ened and endungered plant species of
high Consersation unpartanie

The Cape Flats Sand Frnbos (s a fire
abapted wegetation type that selies
Ity on fire g0 regencrase

Ihe vegemtion vesponds quackly
and  posttively 10 fite, resulting m
reniewed vegetanon and wed geomis
100,

This renewed growth results in
moce readily availlable putmntious vege
tation for the Baa withan the reserse

1he burn also removed the accusm)

aedd fued Joad, reducing the sk ol

unconerolled fires

As puny of the fire management plan
for the roserve, e conrrolied bieens
Tuve beers usderaken wi theoe hurn
Dok over the past sox Years = s 2008,
2010 wnd 2012

The Duras were inderaken 1o replh
G the natural Bee cycles o manage
el coaserve thie species of this isebeed
fmbos exomysem

Fach barn block will he allowed &
firedree mterval dunng which the veg
ctution will be allowed (o regruw nati-
vally ol oy

At th point, the pateal fynhos
burm cyche age of 12 10 15 veans will be
imitiaed again

Post-bnirn ssoanoning s under way
andd hopes 1o reveal same ew sightings
for the reserve

M This mole snake was found basking in the sun a few days after a controlled bum at Milne
Hacecourse Nature Reserve, R

Figure 68. The Tabletalk of 2012/03/28 reported on the controlled burn at Milnerton Racecourse.
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Wednesday 21 March 2012

Fi!'e used to rejuvenate
Milnerton’s fynbos

Visitors to the Milnerton Racecourse Na-
ture Reserve (MRNR) can look forward to
some new discoveries this coming
spring.

The City of Cape Town’s biodiversity man-
agement department recently undertook a
controlled burn of 3,9 hectares of the critical-
ly endangered Cape Flats Sand Fynbos found
in the reserve.

The aim of the controlled burn was to
maintain healthy vegetation and ecological
functioning of this core botanical site which
boasts a large number of threatened and en-
dangered plant species of high conservation
importance.

The Cape Flats Sand Fynbos is a fire adapt-
ed vegetation type

lated fuel load, reducing the risk of uncon-
trolled fires.

Aspart of the fire management plan for the
MRNR three controlled burns have been un-
dertaken in three burn blocks over the past
six years in 2008, 2010 and this year. These
burns aim to replicate the natural fire cycles
which help to manage and conserve the spe-
cies of this isolated fynbos ecosystem.

Each burn block will be allowed a fire-free
interval during which the vegetation will be
allowed to regrow naturally until maturity.
At this point the natural fynbos burn cycle
age of 12 to 15 years will be initiated again.

Post-burn monitoring is currently under
way and officials hope to reveal some new
sightings for the reserve.

which relies heavi-
ly on fire to regen-
erate the fynbos
species. The vege-
tation responds
quickly and posi-
tively to fire result-
ing in renewed veg-
etation and seed
germination. This
renewed growth
results in more
readily available
nufritious vegeta-
tion for the fauna
within the reserve.

The burn also re-
moved the accumu-

The section of the Milnerton Racecourse Nature Reserve after the con-
trolled burn.

Figure 69. The Tygerburger of 2012/03/21 reported on the successful burning of the small northern
block of the Milnerton Racecourse section.
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M A firefighter
tackles the
vegetation fire at
the Rietvlei
Reserve between
Gie Road and
Killarney race
track.

foe M Helicopters were used to water
PICTURES: SHAUN LAISHLEY  Set i bomb the fire,

Aerial firefighters battle Rietvlei blaze

STAFF REPORTER City's Fire and Rescue Services,
Theo Layne, said the fire raged
A vegetation fire broke outalong  for a few hours, but was extin-
the Rietvlei Reserve between Gie  guished by 8pm.
Road and Killarney race track on The Working on Fire team
Sunday February 19. assisted firefighters, while heli-
Media spokesman for the  copters were used to water bomb

Figure 70. The Tabletalk reported on a fire in the Diep River section next to Gie Road.
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NEWS

Wednesday Febtvary 1 wi

City moves to tackle invasive reeds

Life next to a we

fluffy white seeds.

PAM FOURIE

propect s finafhy under way 1
control the invasive Tiphs
Lapesstt tocds that have
choked the wetland secnoos of the
Rictvies Rescrve at Dolphin Beach
a1l Wanes Edge in Tabilo View
Sutrounding residents  have
complunecd of health and financial
tmpications cansed by the seeds
Fuor yeaes rewdents have bad w0
endwre fine white “Thtfy™ secds
from the Typha infilrating thetr
homes from Febouany o Apnl
while appeals to the suthonties o
ianage the sitizaton, fedl on dexf
can
Typla o an mportant mdige-
tous wetkand species ax i filters the
sater, but can become invasive m
mutrienteich water, It robs other
plant species of Eght, food and
mm.rwl‘milhuttwwunnba

A vaikes.

With the strong sumsner soath
easter, Typhia serds ane dispersed
Iike smowe tlakes in 3 snowseorm and
cling o and Blanket “everything
.uuL arnything” it touches, .
caimes eye smitation, sints, hay
fever and respiratory problems,

Wawes Edge resident Picree
Daneels sard all the authonues hud
failed to cuth the problem

*We are wo frustrated They have
tatlkied ot mmany yeans without a can-
erete sistidnable plan of acton,

Atsif 0 another year starts with no
aetion.”

Showing Tabletalk an outside
braat cover ghtly coated with the
seeds, Mr Daneels said the u::i.:

o 7T ’
B The Typha Capensis reeds that

have invaded parts of the Rietviel
Wetland Reserve

The seed divpensal worsened
each vear, she said Dooes and win-
g:: bad o be shit despine the

An asthiratic, M Freenan, sud
the three months of seed dispenal
wete i nightmare. She las ulo
developed uticaria, & skin allment.

which she belicved s linked 10 vat

wid dhe had 10 dep :
spray 1o treat havfever during this
e, She owies a bed and beeakfast
w the area and guests had left
becatse of the seed dispessal i the

st

Resident Anton van Wyk siid
the authoritics should uve taken
uetion ws far back an the late 129305

“t's supposed 0 be w wetland
durea theat s { be managed, bat it

.

()
10 narsige the sue in
“Ounr calls to the releviant sthor
gl
no fundiog or ey were
m :."l'l coukd e been
il _0

tland is proving far from idyllic for Table

View residents who have had their homes invaded by

W Pierre Daneels and the white
“fluff” seeds that have started to
Blanket his braal cover,

properties had a high concentra-
tion of nirses,

e, thie drew s more

“infested with stikes. They can sail

up reeds and steal small birds from
their nests.”

Mr Van Wk said the Rietviel
Reserve at Famingo Viei did not
Tunve as gray reeds, s the waker was
saltver, He suggested that salt be div
persed it the problenm irca before
the rainy seaon (o make the water
more -

“Burd Bife won't dm.‘“w«nhﬁ
will change sligghaly bt it won'

o

He said their exotse for the

prevalence of the teeds was that the
runeoll water from surrounding

waterwitys froen snpueriies.

Since then she had obtamed
R79 000 from a special fund to pro-
viddee reedd elearing progects, but the
futids were andy released after this
yeir's veed dispersal Bad started,

Blected ward councillor for
Ward 107 in May Lest year, she said
the wonest she could influence a
ward budget wan for the 2012/15%
financial year. She hud put her
entire R0 000 operatronal bodget
for the 2012713 fmancal year mm
managng the Typha,

“1 have great wanpathy with (e»
identy negatively impacied by the
seed dispersal of the Typla and |
!'rlm‘l‘hr City shoald put 4 man-
agement plan in place 30 control it
oot only becatse of the Impact on
residents but becase i invahe
nature hus remalied ity rife
growth in waterwan, waterhodioy
ens] dorimwates wakens acroms the
Cay. Typha G 1 theeds o be
oatrolled 1 will continne wagtate
for this*

The ity sadd it had starsed 10
cheur the n the affected
dreas, which should be completed
i Jne

Bongans Mndsd, a reglonal tan-
ager b the City's Envirotmental
Resource Management Depart-

ment, said they had ahways hiad 2
marsdite 10 cdear reeds, except i
HALITE TEseTYeS

“[t wus pot 4 priority B fanae
reserves as the reeds are un umipor
v, inidigenos wetkand specses. 11
Was DEYET scen da 4 species 1 be
dhearedd Bug die 1o i mvasenos
and the beadth unplications, we e
Jooking at & differenty oow. We
hurve realised it is mposTant o stast
manging the reods s the area o
ot has choked the wetland.”

He waid they were using
unskilled tabour to cut the reeds b
hand

While reddents have citicned
these methods a0 Iabotious and
meflective, Mr Moss oad: “We will
Jook ut the respotse and cost of the
method we are wdng snd i ot
clioctive we would mpraove the
mehod uved

The Typha is = uscful plant sv'i
o be weased 10 tranmfacrure hat,
ity aoxd badhets, on e s rood
thatch o a fibee for paper asong
4 host of other possbilities

Hewever, the City will not be

recychig the veds at this 1}
anyone would tike s approach the
City with a recyeling projoct wing
the veexds call Mr Mushal on 083 %01
el

Figure 71. The Tabletalk of 2012/02/22 reported on the City’s intent to clear Typha ;
the Wave’s Edge wetland. ypha capensis from
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Editorial

R 2 > :
City’s reed dance

t's mind-boggling that it has taken the City years to address the

invasive Typha reed at Waves Edge and Dolphin Beach. Not only

to give the choked wetlands some room to re-establish its natu-
ral ecosystem, but also to give residents relief from its fluffy white
sced that has caused them untold stress.

The cuarrent project seems to be a kneejerk reacrion due to the
persistence of the affected residents. The ideal time to cut down the
reeds would have been before the seced dispersal scason began, but

then again, better late than never.
With unskilled labour tackling this mammoth task by hand, onec
can only wonder how successful this project will be. It's bound to
bring some relief, but not enough.
Having witnessed how j
carly stage of the s
residents face. Key to
have been managed y
A balance shou
serve its filtering f
With the pron
the next finan
able plan of act

the wetlands

vide a social up

8 Wedwaviley Mok 7 2012

TAM FOURIE

ced! dopersal from ::l" l‘yphu

capenls rects is will cau

e in the tives off |mdmnt‘:
Iiving near the Richiet Reserve wet
Ly, despite the City's effures o
cut them down,

The reeds have Clogged the wes
Lasicls wt Doldpthin and Wive's
Edge, Thesr seeds, which are dis

between Febouary and April
each year, invade readens’ homes,
blanketing pools, washing, indoor
Bedding, ptann and anything «le
in their path (“City moves o tacklo
Invasive recds.” Tabletalk Febngry
b+ ]

Thls sizvstion has frostrates) res-
Ments for many years with no
actiont from City officials untll now,
Punding win found (o cut down the
reeds by hand, usag casual Iabsour
W a shorverm wlution 1w the
probiem

Ward couneillor and chairman
of the Blasuwhery Sub<ouncil,
Heaber Brenner has also puat her
entlre  operations]  budget  of
R200 (00 foe the 2012/ 18 Gancial
year toards Inanaging the reeds

Bongani Mo, regional nwan-
sgere: Novth, Biodeveruty Manages
ment  Hranch, Environmental
Resouvee Manigement Departs
et for the Gy, b spesrbeading

Figure 73. The Tabletalk of 2012/03/07 reported further on the clearing of Typha capensis.

the sced dispersal is, even at this

mmunderstand the frustration these
is that: this situation should

W Reeds are being cleared from the site. Anybody with recycling ideas

can approach the City,

the current project and felt the full
effects of the seed dispersal during
# recent site visit. He sabd he could
hardly move around with his eyes
and mouth open, He tias since star
tioned two fulltime stafl on sie
whoare mubotised o operate weed
calen 1o speed Aip the process.

He n.lz the current project wa
anly one step in naaging the s
wlon

“Galded by the document that
will be deafied after b project, we
will huve 1o start early nexe time
while continuing to explore other
sistainable wys for fature manog-
ment”

Ms Brenmer wis pleased thue Mr
Mnisi had experienced the effects

of the seedd dispiersal firsthand.

“I beliese iy ocginal motion for
a citywide monagement plun for
this pest should be revivieed *

1ot for now, thereis no relied in
sight for afecied reddents

Resident Plesre Dancels said
that cutting down and dearing the
reedsat this time of year, when the
seetds are ready o lln‘n‘r\r 15 28
vatng the sitgaton

We would, W oany ease, have
been inndated ar this time. They
are definitely progressing and are
now uslag o weed eaters, bar
there & n donyg way 1 g0 und ivs a
shoesferm solution, The seeds will
progrgite again,”

fe sald w long-tesm solution

veen having the Typha
the health of residents.

M Pierre Danesls’pool tn,yp

wauld be 1o cut the yeeds, us
l!“lx yarenwass, and introdpee o

b into the affected WAtE WS ln
oowul the spmus af the reods,
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Save the

bridge

Mike Kaptein,
Milnerton

Milnerton'’s iconic
Wooden Bridge is
falling down. For more
than a century, the
only connection to the
“island”, this famous
Milnerton landmark
appecars to be doomed,
and has been closed,
even to pedestrians, for
many years.

On the Facebook page
“Milnerton Hl%
School 60’s to 70’
there is a fair amount
of postings about its
history, and what to do

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT

Lo save this precious
historical structure.

The bridge was built
from nnp(n ted Aus-
tralian mahogany
(Jarra), around 1899
by the British Royal
| O n;,lncc s, LO access
the “island”™ where a
fort was built on the
coast between the
(now) Lighthouse and
Sunsct Beach.

Sections of the old
tauared road can be
found on top of the
cdunes leading to the
old fort which was
partially demolished be
causce it was “unsafe”
many years ago. T'he
bridge was declared a
national monument in
1987.

Who is responsible
for its upkeep, and
therefore its deteriora-
tion? The name
“Woodbridge™ is
embedded in Milner-
ton: Woodbridge
Island, Woodbridge
Business Park and
Woodbridge Primary.

All the above and
more can be seen on
the mentioned Face-
book page. I think that
a “Save the Bridge”
committee, with
fundraising credentials.
should be created. Bxg
business should be

Figure 74. Letter to the editor on the need to save the Wooden Bridge at the Milnerton Lagoon.
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Nuus/News

Wednesday 29 February 2012

Wetlands awareness: The City of capo;twn'a 'rauom

team visited Sophakama Primary School in Du Noon rece

Whﬂmdthomummmmaom
was to raise awareness about the

Mvmmtbmmmdbymdm city'smm'

Figure 75. The Tygerburger of 2012/02/29 reported on educational outreach to Du Noon.
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Wednesday 14 March 2012 Nuus/News

Milnerton Lagoon turned almost complete-
ly groon last woek Sunday, but a few days
later the green goo mysteriously disappea-
red again. This is, however, a natural pro-

cess according to the City of Cape Town. S
Photo: Robert Lurle

_The “going green” statement made in the to reduce capital and operating costs and
introduction isn't quite as far fetched as one  make algae fuel production commercially
would think. viable. Harvested algae, like fossil fuel, re-

According to Wikipedia, algae fuel might lease CO2 when burnt but unlike fossil fuel
be an alternative to fossil fuel and uses algae  the CO2 is taken out of the atmosphere by
as its source of natural deposits. the growing algae.”

The websites reads: "Several companies  Read TygerBurger next week for a more
and government agencies are funding efforts  technical breakdown from the city.

Figure 76. The Tygerburger of 2012/03/14 reported on the algae in the Milnerton Lagoon.
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The Milnerton lagoon looked like a green lawn for a few days recently.

Photo: Robert Lurie

Nice weather for algae

ANDRE BAKKES

The acting director of the department of
roads and stormwater, Duncan Daries,
gave an insightful and interesting re-
sponse to questions posed by T'ygerBurger
about the algae recently seen on the Mil-
nerton lagoon.

For a few days the lagoon was almost com-
pletely green, but then it “mysteriously” re-
turned to normal again.

“Milnerton lagoon is a very dynamic sys-
tem, with the benefit that blooms are often
short-lived as tidal effects often prevent the
uninhibited growth patterns of algae,” he ex-
plains.

“The prolific growth of the species in the
lagoon at this time of year is due to a number
of factors: high ambient temperatures, slow
river flows and together with high nutrients
would result in a typical bloom of algae as
demonstrated in the photograph.”

There are apparently benefits as well as

drawbacks to this complex plant, which
grows exponentially in favourable condi-

tions such as warm temperatures, good sun-
light and sufficient fertilising nutrients.

Daries elaborates: “It provides refuge to
aquatic organisms and oxygenates the water
body. A massive bloom can, however, even-
tually form a mat of algae that cuts off the
sunlight for organisms living in the water.

“When this mat of algae reaches its peak
in exponential growth, the decaying process
that follows is often associated with low oxy-
gen levels as the organic matter is broken
down by bacteria. This places organisms
like fish under respiratory stress.”

Since increased nutrient levels from ur-
ban run-off may contribute to higher
amounts of algae biomass at times, the ques-
tion appeared to be whether the Milnerton
lagoon is indeed clean.

Daries responds: “It has had low e.coli
counts over the last few months, since values
below 1000counts/mL are acceptable. E.coli
is used as an indicator organism for suitabil-
ity for human health.”

The dynamic nature of the Diep Estuary
(Milnerton lagoon) is a highly valuable asset
for biodiversity conservation.

Figure 77. The Tygerburger of 2012/03/21 also reported on the algae at Milnerton Lagoon.
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5.2 Stakeholder Engagement (internal meetings)

Table 6. Records of intemal stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR.

Reserve Date Meeting/Workshop Purpose
2012/01/16 | Standard operating procedures for compliance management in North Planning
2012/01/19 | Senior managers' site visit of TBNR Feedback
2012/02/07 Flora management committee meeting Planning

Signage template design meeting Planning

2012/02/09 | North student research presentations: Mamre Information Centre Feedback

TBNR 2012/02/10 | TBNR Conservation Development Framework (CDF) planning meeting Planning
2012/02/16 | City nature conservation students research presentations Feedback
2012/02/24 | TBNR staff meeting Planning
2012/03/01 | Intemship Programme kick-off meeting Planning
2012/03/05 | TBNR stock audit Planning
2012/03/19 | Invasive Spedes Unit: TBNR invasive spedes densities Planning

5.3 North District Meetings: Health and Safety, Monthly etc

Table 7. Records of district meeting relating to the TBNR.

Date Venue Type of Meeting (s)
2012/01/27 Eestresteen Cabin North Region Health and Safety Meeting
North Region Management Meeting
2012/02/24 Rietvlei Education Centre North Region Management Meeting
2012/03/30 Eerstesteen Cabin North Region Health and Safety Meeting

North Region Management Meeting

5.4

Environmental Resource Management Branch Meetings/Fun Days

Table 8. Records of branch meetings relating to the TBNR.

Date

Venue/Theme
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6 HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
6.1 Staff Establishment
Table 9. TBNR staff complement.

Area Position Purpose Number *P/CE

Area Manager Functional / Operational Management 01 P
Water Ranger Gate Control/Visitor Management/Law Enfor 02 P
Assistant Cons Off Conservation Compliance — Diep River 01 P

Milnerton Small Plant Operator | Chainsaw/Brushcutter/weed eaters etc 01 P
Foreman Supervision of junior staff 01 P
Senior Worker Labour 04 P
Students Nature Conservation Diplomas 02 CE
EE Intem EE Programme Management 01 CE

*P/C E: Permanent or Contract Employees
TOTALS 13

e Public Holidays: There were two public holidays this quarter (2012/01/02 & 2012/03/21).

¢ Nature Conservation Students: The new Nature Conservation students from the CPUT for
the year 2012 are Robert Slater and Cassandra Ricketts. The students have both undergone
their driver’'s medical checks, and obtained Council authorisation to drive Council vehicles.

e Internship Programme: The present intern, Chanelle Naidoo’s employment ended on
2012/02/29 (see Figures 78 - 79), and her position was filled by the new intern, Bulelwa
Speelman, from 2012/03/01 for the next 12 months. Bulelwa Speelman underwent a medical
check and hearing test, but is yet to obtain Council authorisation to drive Council vehicles.

Figures 78 - 79. Chanelle Naidoo gave TBNR staff a beautiful cake parting gift, and the TBNR staff
gave Chanelle a farewell braai in return. Chanelle completed her internship on 2012/02/29.

6.2 Staff Training

Table 10. TBNR staff trainini records.

TBNR 2012/02/13 Manager Self Service (SAP Portal MSS) 1 1
2012/02/13-17 | Arc Welding 1 5
2012/03/12-16 | Gas Welding 1 5
2012/03/26 Health & Safety Representative 1 1
2012/03/26-29 | Intemship Training Workshop 1 4

TOTALS 16
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7 TOURISM AND VISITOR STATISTICS
7.1 Summary of this quarter: January - March 2012

e A total of R39 493 was collected at the Rietvlei main entrance gate during this quarter (see
Table 11 below). This is R21 736 more than the R17 757 of the previous quarter. This is
partly due to the fact that the main entrance is now operational again after the construction
period of the last quarter. See Figures 80 - 81 for pie charts relating to the income and
visitors at TBNR below.

Table 11. Income at TBNR during January 2012-March 2012

Description Jan Feb Mar Cost Quantity Income Total
Daily Entry
Adult (13+) 261 276 397 R 12.00 934 R 11 208 R 39 493
Adult Sail/Wind 8 2 R 18.00 10 R 180
Children (3 -12) 65 39 67 R 6.00 171 R 1026
Children (under 3) 1 R 0.00 1 RO
Friends of Rietvlei 4 24 34 R 0.00 62 RO
Learner Sail/Wind 1 R 10.00 1 R 10
Power boats 10 46 R 42.00 56 R 2 352
Senior (60+) 33 27 40 R 6.00 100 R 600
Student 3 R 6.00 3 R 18
Vehicles 125 146 203 R 16.00 474 R 7 584
Season Tickets
Adults 1 1 1 R 111.00 3 R 333
Family R 169.00 1 R 169
Seniors (60+) 1 4 1 R 56.00 6 R 336
General
Boat Testing (Mon-Fri) 2 6 R 37.00 8 R 296
Fishing (adult: 13 and older) 133 107 118 R 36.00 358 R 12 888
Fishing (children: 3-12) 22 11 17 R 12.00 50 R 600
Fishing (seniors: 60 and up) 17 22 15 R 12.00 54 R 648
Commercial Activities
Film shoot (10-20 people) 1 R 264.00 1 R 264
Environmental Education
Learner (all other schools) 109 86 R 5.00 195 R 975
Learner (G FL School) 2 R 3.00 2 R 6
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Figure 80. Pie chart of income generated at TBNR during January - March 2012

Sail & Wind (all
)
Film shoots, R 264, 1% carners: R98L 2% ), R 190, 0%

M Sail & Wind (all ages)
M Day visitors (all ages)
H Vehicles

B Season tickets

M Boats & Tests

m Fishing (all ages)

1 Film shoots

[ Learners

Boats & Tests, R 2

0,
648, 7% Season tickets, R 838,

2%

Figure 81. Pie chart of visitors through the TBNR control point during January - March 2012

Senior (60+), 100, 8% Student (with Student
Card), 3, 0%

Friends of Rietvlei
(with proof), 62,
5%
Children
(under 3), 1,
0%
H Adult (13+)

M Children (3-12)

H Children (under 3)

M Friends of Rietvlei (with proof)
M Senior (60+)

m Student (with Student Card)
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8 LAW ENFORCEMENT / COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT

e Signage Design: Koos Retief attended several meetings to assist standardizing of signage
designs for nature reserves in the City. Some signs are going to be constructed at TBNR in
the near future.

e Woodbridge Island - Illegal Access and Occupation under the Bridge: The access
control measures at the Wooden Bridge have been effective at stopping illegal overnighting
under the bridge. These measures have however not been effective at stopping access to the
top of the bridge. It is suspected that illegal fishing is taking place from the bridge at night
time. Figure 82 indicates how the razor wire has been trampled down.

e Illegal Occupation: Figures 83 - 85 indicate the impacts of illegal occupants. Figure 83
illustrates a cleaning up operation at the Diep River west of the Killarney Depot, after an
open cooking fire or copper cable burning spread through the reserve. Figures 84 - 85
illustrate the impacts of an illegal occupant at Wave’s Edge. This perpetrator and other
people have been removed when detected, and their structures and/or litter were cleaned up.

Figure 82. Suspected fishermen damaging razor Figure 83. Location of an illegal occupation that
wire to gain access to the bridge to fish from. was removed.

Figures 84 - 85. Evidence of illegal overnighting and dumping at Wave’s Edge, as well as one of
the perpetrators cooking on an open fire. This person was removed and the dumping was cleared.
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o Edge Effects at Wave’'s Edge Wetland: During the reed cutting work at Wave’s Edge, it
was identified that vegetation must be cut back from the private properties to prevent the
spread of wildfires over property boundaries. Figures 86 - 91 illustrate some unacceptable
impacts from adjacent properties, including unauthorised constructions, spread of alien
plants, and dumping of garden refuse and grass clippings. These practices are discouraged.

Figures 86 - 87. Several illegal and undesired activities have taken place at Wave’s Edge. Some of
these include unauthorised structures such as this fish pond and garden composting site on the
nature reserve land. Other unwanted situations are also below.

Figure 88. Creeping of alien plants into reserve. Figure 89. Dumping of cut material in reserve.
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Figures 90 - 91. Dumping of refuse and grass clippings at several locations in the nature reserve.

9 INFRASTRUCTURE

9.1 Repairs and Maintenance

10 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
10.1 Capital Projects
o Rietvlei office construction: Various meetings have been held to control the finalisation of

the Rietvlei office construction (see Figures 92 - 97). Presently the Eskom electricity
connection is still required.
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Figures 92 - 97. Various stages of construction at the Rietvlei office and main entrance gate.

Koos Retief

Area Manager: Milnerton (Table Bay Nature Reserve)

Biodiversity Management Branch

Environmental Resource Management Department (ERMD), City of Cape Town

Phones: 021 550 1086 (office) | 021 521 9900 (info) | 071 268 9637 (gate) | 021 550 1003 (fax)
E-mail: jacobusj.retief@capetown.gov.za | Web: www.capetown.gov.za/environment
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