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1 BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT 

 This is a three month report and it will be covering all the activities for the period running 

from 1 April 2012 to 30 June 2012 within the Table Bay Nature Reserve, in the Milnerton 

Area of the North Region.  

 Highlights:  

o Launch of TBNR offices: The launch of the new offices based at Rietvlei took place 

on 2012/06/27 in the boma area. The executive major was first taken on a field trip to 

highlight success stories of the Professor Kader Asmal Expanded Public Works 

Programme (EPWP) in the TBNR. The executive major assisted with planting 

indigenous plants in a restoration site at the bird hide block. Thereafter, short 

speeches were given by Julia Wood (Manager: Biodiversity Branch), Osman Asmal 

(Director: Environmental Resource Management Department), Koos Retief (Area 

Manager: TBNR), Louise Stafford (Coordinator: Invasive Species), and Patricia de Lille 

(Executive Major: City of Cape Town). The media were invited along with key 

stakeholders and role-players in the TBNR. The major’s speech is reprinted below, and 

several articles appeared in the local media (see Figures 1-9 below). 

SPEECH BY THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR OF CAPE TOWN, ALDERMAN PATRICIA DE LILLE AT THE LAUNCH OF THE 
TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE: MEDIA RELEASE NO. 534 / 2012 - 27 JUNE 2012  

Molweni, good morning, goeie more  

The City of Cape Town is committed to building a caring 
society. This means not just caring about the well-being of 
the residents of the City but also the environment in 
which we all live.  

It also means taking proactive measures to ensure that 
future generations can cherish the natural beauty of the 
landscape of the city.  

To this end, the City has put in place various 
environmentally friendly initiatives. One such initiative is 
the Kader Asmal Integrated Catchment Management 
project, in honour of the late Dr. Kader Asmal, to keep our 
rivers and waterways clean.  

The aim of the Kader Asmal Integrated Catchment 
management project is the restoration of our freshwater 
ecosystems through: (1) bringing alien plant infestations 
under control; (2) addressing sources of pollution; (3) 
raising awareness and thereby engaging civil society to 
become custodians of our freshwater and (4) ensuring 
long term sustainability through a river warden system.  

The river warden system which ensures longer term job 
creation is designed to serve as an early warning system 
for pollution and alien plant invasions and activation of a 
rapid response to address the problems before they 
become wide-spread.  

Funded by the Mayor’s Special Jobs Programme, this 
project has provided job opportunities to over 450 people 
based on the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP), 
mostly young people from poor areas in 20 projects 
benefitting 15 rivers, 4 wetlands and vleis across the city.  

This project has made a significant difference in 
preventing our rivers from receding into further decay.  

We are now in the process of finalising the allocation of 
R18 million to the Kader Asmal Catchment Management 
Project to expand it to other rivers in the metro and 

provide create more jobs for the unemployed.  

This month we introduced a daily janitorial service for 
flush toilets in identified and qualifying informal 
settlements in partnership with the Social Justice Coalition 
as part of our on-going efforts to partner with civil society 
to address the needs of our residents.  

The service includes the daily cleaning of flush toilets, 
standpipes and surrounding areas, doing minor repairs of 
flush toilets and reporting all instances where major 
extensive repairs are necessary.  

More than 500 community members have been employed, 
through the EPWP programme, to provide these janitorial 
services and basic plumbing skills. They are also assisting 
us to educate communities on how to properly care for 
and utilize communal toilets.  

Our success in implementing the EPWP programme; which 
has created approximately 34 000 job opportunities 
through 228 projects has earned the City incentives to the 
value of R19million from the national government.  

The launch of the Table Bay Nature Reserve and it new 
office complex today forms part of this administration’s 
broader plans to optimise the full potential of the city’s 
natural reserves.  

The use of green energy resources ranging from rain 
water harvesting for the flush system of all urinals and 
lavatories to the use of maximum natural lighting in order 
to minimise the use of electricity at this complex are a 
model for green building that the city encourages.  

To this end, we are finalising the Cape Town Smart 
Building Handbook which will be published soon.  

This will contain a set of guidelines and practical 
information that will assist residents to make informed 
decisions about the use of energy-efficient technologies 
and suitable materials and solutions for green buildings.  

We are planting the seeds for a sustainable green future 
in the face of global climate change by initiating these 
programmes. But we cannot not achieve this on our own.  

Protecting the natural beauty of our heritage from harm 
should not only be the obligation of the government of the 
day or the obsession of environmental advocacy groups.  

We must all do our bit in our different capacities to act 

responsibly to protect our natural heritage from 
degradation.  

END 
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Figure 1. Article regarding the Table Bay Nature Reserve launch. 

 

 

Figure 2. Article regarding the Table Bay Nature Reserve launch. 
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Figure 3. Article regarding the Table Bay Nature Reserve launch. 

 

 

Figure 4. Article regarding the TBNR launch and the Professor Kader Asmal project. 
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Figure 5. Article about the TBNR launch and Professor Kader Asmal Project. 

 



TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE – QUARTERLY REPORT Page 6 
 

 

  

  

Figure 6-9. Articles about the TBNR launch and Professor Kader Asmal Project. 

 

 Protection status: Full Council approved the process for proclamation applications for the 

nature reserves in the City. Table Bay Nature Reserve (TBNR) is part of the batch of 

reserves. A Conservation Development Framework (CDF) was submitted to the Rietvlei 

Management Working Group for comment. The comments on the CDF will be used to amend 

it accordingly. The integrated reserve management plan is also completed. The only 

outstanding work is the survey diagrams that have to be amended for subdivided properties 

to be included in the nature reserve estate. Cliff Dorse is undertaking this work. 
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2 CONSERVATION 

2.1  Flora Management 

2.1.1 Invasive Species Management 

 Wave’s Edge Typha capensis reed clearing: An EPWP team was utilised to clear Typha 

capensis reed infestations in the Wave’s Edge wetland since the previous quarter. This work 

was inspired by much input from surrounding residents at Wave’s Edge who requested relief 

from the spreading Typha capensis seeds. The team that conducted this cutting work 

eventually had to withdraw from this site due to elevated water levels with the onset of 

winter. The team continued with invasive vegetation clearing in other areas of TBNR. They 

will return to Wave’s Edge once the water levels have dropped again (see Figure 10 below). 

 Expanded Public Works Progamme: Three EPWP teams were utilised to conduct follow-up 

clearing of terrestrial woody invasive species throughout the TBNR. The main focus areas 

were at Milnerton Ridge boundary, the Milnerton Lagoon, the Coastal Section, the Table View 

boundary, and the Diep River at Gie Road. Some areas of invasive kikuyu grass infestations 

were also treated with herbicide. The teams were supervised by TBNR field rangers (see 

Figures 11-13 below). 

  

Figure 10. Field ranger Sakhile Luhani 

inspecting the cutting work at Wave’s Edge. 

Figure 11. A small path of invasive kikuyu grass 

treated with herbicide. 

  

Figure 12. One of many palm trees in the 

Milnerton Lagoon section before it was removed. 

Figure 13. A small remnant prickly pear. These 

are removed when found. 
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 Water hyacinth: Louise Stafford (Invasive Species Unit) is planning to make a team of 

EPWP workers available to conduct large scale manual clearing of water hyacinth in the Diep 

River system. A site meeting was conducted to assess the work load and to prioritise sections 

for clearing. See figures 14-15 below. 

  

Figures 14-15. A site meeting of water hyacinth work load in the TBNR with Louise Stafford, Russel 

Ikin and Christopher Singo. 

 

 Interesting pictures: Figure 16 below indicates an odd trio of avian visitors to Rietvlei. 

Normally Pied Crows are seen, but these are White-necked Ravens.  Figure 17 is indigenous 

plants being cultivated at the Maitland nursery for re-introduction to TBNR. 

  

Figure 16. Three White-necked ravens 

photographed at the Rietvlei picnic facilities 

Figure 17. Plants destined for TBNR being 

cultivated at the Maitland nursery managed by 

Geert Sprangers 
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2.2  Fauna Management 

2.2.1 Monitoring of Wildlife: Game counts and sightings 

 A Coordinated Waterbird Count (CWAC) was conducted at TBNR on 2012/04/20. See 

Table 1 below for results from the water bird census. A total 1,895 birds were counted, 

comprising 26 species. These included White Pelican 120, Whitebreasted Cormorant 29, Reed 

Cormorant 62, African Darter 35, Grey Heron 22, Blackheaded Heron 3, Little Egret 11, 

Sacred Ibis 72, Afr spoonbill 6, Egyptian Goose 280, Yellow-billed Duck 32, Cape shoveller 

18, Spurwinged Goose 23, Africa fish eagle 1, Common Moorhen 19, Red-knobbed Coot 219, 

Blacksmith Lapwing 117, Kelp Gull 401, Hartlaub’s Gull 405, Caspian tern 1, Swift Tern 5, 

Common tern 5, Pied Kingfisher 2, Malachite Kingfisher 2, Cape Wagtail 3, and Mallards 2. 

Also see below Figures: 

o Figure 18. Pie chart of numbers of birds in various survey sections; and 

o Figure 19. Pie chart of groups of birds of CWAC survey of 2012/04/20. 

Table 1. Summarised data from CWAC census of 2012/04/20. 
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Figure 18. Pie chart of numbers of birds in various survey sections of CWAC 2012/04/20 

 

 

Figure 19. Pie chart of groups of birds of CWAC 2012/04/20 
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3 WATER AND SOIL MANAGEMENT 

 Water quality monitoring was done on 2012/04/24, 2012/05/29, and 2012/06/26.  

 Zoarvlei water quality and pollution problems: There were several articles in the media 

highlighting the problems with pollution, littering, water quality, and the management of 

invasive aquatic species in the Zoarvlei section (see Figures 20-24 below). 

  

Figure 20. Article about the water pollution at Zoarvlei section. 

 

 

Figure 21. Article about water pollution in Zoarvlei section. 
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Figure 22. Article about water pollution in Zoarvlei. 

The Environmental Resource Management Department (ERMD) has very little resources to tackle all 

the water pollution and littering problems in the City. To achieve better results stronger cooperation 

from various other departments are required, including Transport, Roads and Stormwater, City 

Parks, and Pollution Control. 

It is tragic that the pollution and littering in surrounding built up areas and industrial zones, which 

are primarily private properties, unfortunately follows stormwater flows into the City’s wetlands. The 

costs involved in cleaning the wetlands, where the pollution ends up, is several times higher than 

the costs would be for the private property owners to prevent pollution in the first place. 

Often the detrimental impacts on the natural ecosystems in these wetlands are irreversible. The City 

of Cape Town’s departments cannot take all the responsibility for pollution and littering, but the 

residents and private property holders in all spheres of society must take responsibility to curb 

pollution at the point of origin, rather than at the end point in our valuable wetlands. 
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Figure 23. Articles about water pollution in Zoarvlei section. 
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Figure 24. Article about recreational use of the City’s waterways. 

 

 Rainfall at Rietvlei: Despite low rainfall in the previous quarter, the rainfall during this 

quarter increased to above average levels. A 177 mm were recorded. See Table 2 and 

Figures 25-27 for graphic representations of the rainfall data below. 

Table 2. Rietvlei rainfall data: Updated 2012/07/18 

 

 

 



TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE – QUARTERLY REPORT Page 15 
 

 

 

Figure 25. Annual totals of rainfall at Rietvlei (updated 18 July 2012) 

 

 

Figure 26. Rainfall trend in 2012 over averages per month (updated 18 July 2012) 
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Figure 27. Rainfall accumulation in 2012 vs overall average accumulation (Updated: 18 July 2012) 

 

 Dust management: The water pumping operation that started the previous quarter was 

halted in this quarter when the winter rains started. Though some dust was seen on 

occasion, no public complaints were received.  

 Erosion control at Rietvlei north shore: Further planting of Phragmites australis was done 

to augment the reed beds that have already established at this shoreline. The established 

reed beds appear to be very effective at breaking the wave action and allowing other 

vegetation and grass to cover the previously exposed bank. The bank seems to have 

stabilised and no new collapsed section have been noted. See figures 28-29 below: 

  

Figures 28-29. Scenes at the Rietvlei northern shore where reed beds have stabilised the eroding 

shoreline. 
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 Dolphin Beach: Several discussion and site meetings have been undertaken to discuss the 

concerns of Dolphin Beach Body Corporate about moving sand that could impact on their 

hotel. The Dolphin Beach Hotel were historically allowed to flatten the dunes between the 

hotel and the sea. In terms of stricter environmental legislation, earth-moving of dunes is not 

permitted without an environmental authorisation. The Dolphin beach Body Corporate will 

now be conducting a Basic Assessment to investigate dune management option and to obtain 

environmental authorisation for whatever work is approved. See figures 30-31 below: 

  

Figure 30. Dolphin Beach workers clearing sand 

at a beach access path leading from the hotel. 

Figure 31. Grass clippings from the Dolphin 

Beach gardens being dumped in the natural 

vegetation. 
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4 FIRE MANAGEMENT 

 Fire response preparedness: The TBNR is represented on the local Fire Protection 

Association, and all fire preparedness is reviewed by the committee.  

 Wave’s Edge Wetland Block: After the 

initial decline of a burn permit application for 

Wave’s Edge wetland block, the application 

was re-submitted to further investigate the 

feasibility of a burn. A public meeting was 

held on 2012/04/12 where Koos Retief gave a 

presentation. Subcouncil 1 requested that the 

same presentation be made at the Subcouncil 

meeting. The permit was then awarded, but 

due to the long delays and the onset of 

winter, there was no practical way in which 

the controlled burning could be undertaken. 

This controlled burning work must be delayed 

until next summer season. Nonetheless, an 

article did appear in the local media. The 

application would have to be resubmitted at a 

later stage for reconsideration. Figure 32.  

 

 

Figure 33. Article regarding the management of Typha capensis and the burning of reed beds at 

Wave’s Edge Wetland. 
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5 PEOPLE AND CONSERVATION  

5.1  Stakeholder Engagement (external meetings) 

 SANCCOB has featured in several articles to promote their work and volunteering activities 

at their rehabilitation facility at Rietvlei. North Region and TBNR staff often collaborates with 

SANCCOB in environmental education programmes. The following articles appeared in the 

local media (see Figures 34-37 below). 

 

  

 

Figure 34-37. Articles about SANCCOB and volunteering. 
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 Milnerton Aquatic Club and water sports: Water sports at Rietvlei have featured in the 

local news (Figures 38-39), highlighting the recreational value of the nature reserve. 

 

 

Figures 38-39. Articles relating to Milnerton Aquatic Club activities. 
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 External stakeholder meetings: Table 3 below summarises TBNR’s involvement with 

external stakeholders this quarter. 

 

Table 3. Records of external stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR. 

Area Date Meeting/Workshop Purpose 

TBNR 

2012/04/03 
Meeting with Dr Pat Holmes and Leejuan Brews (UCT) about potential 

research project 
Planning 

2012/04/04 Rietvlei Management Working Group  Feedback 

2012/04/10 
Diep River maintenance with Louise Stafford, Saliem Solomon and 

Russell Ikin 
Planning 

2012/04/12 
Public meeting regarding Wave’s Edge reed clearing and proposed open 

burning application. Koos Retief did a presentation. 
Feedback 

2012/04/16 ERMD mentorship workshop with Lynn O’Neil Planning 

2012/05/10 CPUT mentorship workshop Planning 

2012/05/18 Zoarvlei Management Advisory Committee Feedback 

2012/05/29 
Bid Adjudication Committee regarding additional funds approved for 

Rietvlei office construction 
Planning 

2012/06/13 Fire Protection Association: Atlantis Electricity Boardroom Planning 

2012/06/15 Meet North region students and CPUT with Chrisna Joubert Planning 

2012/06/20 North Region Champions Forum: Blaauwberg Hall Feedback 

2012/06/25 Dolphin Beach dune management site meeting Planning 

2012/06/27 TBNR Launch Planning 

 

 Rietvlei Boma Usage: The Rietvlei boma was used by about 75 people for formal meetings 

this quarter. See Table 4 below for details of its usage: 

Table 4. Rietvlei boma usage and benefits to people in person days. 

Date Activity Person 

days 

2012/04/16 ERMD mentorship workshop with Lynn O’Neil 20 

2012/06/27 TBNR Launch 55 

TOTAL 75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE – QUARTERLY REPORT Page 22 
 

 Environmental Education: TBNR staff reached 242 people over five visits with 

environmental education messages this quarter. The EPWP workers also underwent some 

environmental education on an informal basis during this time. See Table 5  amd Figures 40-

41 below for details. 

Table 5. Environmental Education Statistics at TBNR (April – June 2012) 

Name of 
School/Community/Friends 

Number of 
Schools 

Number 
Learners 

Number 
Adults 

Days 
of EE 

Programme 

EPWP worker team 0 0 40 1 
Biodiversity & Importance of 

Wetlands 

Wolraad Woltemade 

Primary School 
1 40 1 1 Biodiverstiy - YES 

MAC Youth day with 

Mannenberg Primary 
1 25 7 1 

Joined Youth day Programme 

with Milnerton Aquatic Club 

MAC Youth day with 

Mannenberg High School 
1 16 0 1 

Joined Youth day Programme 

with Milnerton Aquatic Club 

Parklands College 1 68 4 1 
Joined SANCCOB programme. 

Plants and fish dissection 

Wolraad Woltemade 

Primary School 
1 40 1 1 Biodiversity - YES 

Totals 5 189 53 6 
 

 

  

Figure 40. The Parklands school visiting 

SANCCOB and Rietvlei on a combined excursion. 

Figure 41. Artwork made by EPWP team 

members during rainy day environmental 

education. 

5.2  Stakeholder Engagement (internal meetings) 

 TBNR staff attended five internal stakeholder meetings this quarter. See Table 6 below for 

details. 

Table 6. Records of internal stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR. 

Reserve Date Meeting/Workshop Purpose 

TBNR 

2012/04/03 TBNR staff with HR Management about potential shift roster Planning 

2012/05/09 ERMD meeting regarding the Rivergate development Planning 

2012/05/17 Biodiversity monitoring workshop held at Rondevlei Planning 

2012/06/19 TBNR launch planning meeting Planning  

2012/06/22 North Region Protected Area Reviews: Rietvlei Planning 
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5.3  North District Meetings: Health and Safety, Monthly etc  

 TBNR staff attended one Branch function this quarter. See Table 7 below for details. 

 

Table 7. Records of district meeting relating to the TBNR. 

Date Venue Type of Meeting (s) 

2012/05/25 Mamre Information Centre North Region Health and Safety Meeting 

North Region Management Meeting 

5.4 Environmental Resource Management Branch Meetings/Fun Days 

 TBNR staff attended one Branch function this quarter. See Table 8 below for details. 

 

Table 8. Records of branch meetings relating to the TBNR. 

Date Venue/Theme 

2012/05/31 Branch meeting, False Bay Nature Reserve offices 

 

6 HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  

6.1  Staff Establishment 

Table 9. TBNR staff complement. 

Area Position Purpose Number *P/C E 

Milnerton  

Area Manager 

Assistant Cons Off 

Assistant Cons Off 

Small Plant Operator 

Foreman 

Senior Worker 

Students 

EE Intern 

Functional / Operational Management 

Gate Control/Visitor Management/Law Enfor 

Conservation Compliance – Diep River 

Chainsaw/Brushcutter/weed eaters etc 

Supervision of junior staff 

Labour/field ranging 

Nature Conservation Diplomas 

EE Programme Management 

01 

02 

01 

01 

01 

04 

02 

01 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

CE 

CE 

TOTALS  
*P/C E: Permanent or Contract Employees 

 
13 

 Public Holidays: There were four public holidays this quarter (2012/04/06, 2012/04/09, 

2012/04/27, and 2012/05/01). Essential staff were still on duty at the access control point. 

 Office relocation: Koos Retief relocated out of the Milpark Centre to the new TBNR offices at 

Rietvlei. Presently no permanent electricity connection has been made. As a result computer 

network and telephone connections have not been installed. Once the Eskom service is 

provided, the on-line facilities will be provided and telephone numbers will be assigned. 

These numbers will be communicated to the public and media in due course. 

 Peace officers card issued: Koos Retief and Clinton Roux were issued with peace officers 

cards. Kyle Kelly and Christopher Singo still have to meet certain requirements to have their 

cards issued. 

 Nature Conservation Students: The new Nature Conservation students from the CPUT for 

the year 2012 are Robert Slater and Cassandra Ricketts. Both students were recommended 

to produce posters of the research projects and to present these at the Fynbos forum 2012. 

Robert Slater’s project relates to overwintering trial of water hyacinth biological control 

agents. Cassandra Ricketts’s project relates to populations of Cape Dwarf Chameleons. 
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 Internship Programme: The new environmental education intern, Bulelwa Speelman, 

appears to have pulled out of the internship programme. This position will not be filled during 

this internship period. 

 EPWP work records: Below Table 10 details some of the main focus areas of the EPWP 

teams at TBNR during this quarter. 

 

Table 10. EPWP implementation (April – June 2012) 

Team Focus Site 

Wave’s Edge 

(orange) 17 staff 

members 

Alien clearing, weed pulling RTV08, RTV09, RTV10, RTV06 

Restoration work 
RTV07 

Fire break maintenance 

General maintenance (Removal of illegal 

occupants structures in) 
RTV08, RTV09 and RTV10 

General litter clean-up 
RTV06, RTV07, RTV08, 

RTV09, RTV10 

Diep River (blue) 8 

staff members 

Alien clearing, weed pulling DRC03b 

Restoration work DRC 04 

Fire break maintenance (planting 

Carpobrotus edulis  along the footpath) 

DRC03b Infrastructure maintenance (boom gate) 

General maintenance (Litter clean up and 

removal of illegal occupant structures) 

General litter clean up Diep DRC03a, DRC03b, DRC04 

Biodiversity 

Strategy 

Implementation 

(green) 17 staff 

increased by 28 = 45 

staff members 

Alien clearing, weed pulling RTV03 

Restoration work 
RTV07 

Fire break maintenance 

General maintenance RTV06, RTV07 

General litter clean-up RTV03, RTV06, RTV07 

 

 

6.2  Staff Training 

 TBNR staff attended fifteen person days of training this quarter. See Table 11 below for 

details. 

Table 11. TBNR staff training records. 

Area Date Type of Training Attended Staff Person Days 

TBNR 2012/04/10-12 Chainsaw training 2 6 

 2012/04/18-19 4x4 off-road driving 3 6 

 2012/05/14-16 Labour relations training 1 3 

TOTALS  15 
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7 TOURISM AND VISITOR STATISTICS  

7.1  Summary of this quarter: January – March 2012 

 A total of R34,141 was collected at the Rietvlei main entrance gate during this quarter (see 

Table 12 below). This is R5,352 less than the R39,493 of the previous quarter. This is may 

be due to the winter season. The financial year will close at the end of this quarter and new 

tariffs will be applicable from 2012/07/01. See Figures 42-43 for pie charts relating to the 

income and visitors. 

Table 12. Income at TBNR during April 2012-June 2012 

Description Apr May Jun Cost Quantity Income Total 

Daily Entry             

  

R 34 141 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Adult (13+)  361 292 165 R 12.00 818 R 9 816 

Children (3 -12 ) 90 57 28 R 6.00 175 R 1 050 

Children (under 3) 2 4 4 R 0.00 10 R 0 

Friends of Rietvlei (with proof) 32 13 4 R 0.00 49 R 0 

Power boats 24 23 16 R 42.00 63 R 2 646 

Senior (60+) 19 40 12 R 6.00 71 R 426 

Student (with Student Card)   1 1 R 6.00 2 R 12 

Vehicles 173 129 83 R 16.00 385 R 6 160 

Season Tickets             

Adults 1 1 2 R 111.00 4 R 444 

Family- (parents & 3 children to 13 years)      1 R 169.00 1 R 169 

Seniors (60+)    1 1 R 56.00 2 R 112 

General             

Boat Testing (Mon-Fri) 14 5 3 R 37.00 22 R 814 

Fishing (adult: 13 and older) 134 111 56 R 36.00 301 R 10 836 

Fishing (children: 3-12) 29 25 6 R 12.00 60 R 720 

Fishing (seniors: 60 and up) 19 18 11 R 12.00 48 R 576 

Environmental Education             

Learner (all other schools)     72 R 5.00 72 R 360 
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Figure 42. Pie chart of income generated at TBNR during April - June 2012 

 

 

Figure 43. Pie chart of visitors through the TBNR control point during April - June 2012 
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8 LAW ENFORCEMENT / COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT 

 Woodbridge Island – Illegal Occupation under the Bridge: Though access control 

measures at the Wooden Bridge have largely been effective at stopping illegal overnighting 

under the bridge, this problem is not entirely resolved. Constant repairs to the access control 

measures are required, and displaced people’s overnighting material has to be removed. 

  

Figures 44-45. Removal of displaced people’s structures. 

 TBNR: Diep River section security: Security has increased and reports of crime have 

decreased due to more visible presence of TBNR staff in the Diep River section. There are 

however still some isolated incidents reported in the media as illustrated in the below article. 

 

Figure 46. Article reported on a body found in the Diep River section. 

 Theft of Council property and poaching: Isolated incidents of theft of Council property 

and poaching are still recorded. Below is an example of theft and a wire trap. 

  

Figure 47. Stolen signboard, Milnerton Lagoon. Figure 48. Wire trap found at Wave’s Edge. 
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9 INFRASTRUCTURE 

9.1  Repairs and Maintenance 

 TBNR staff conducted various general maintenance activities detailed in figures 49-54 below: 

  

Figure 49-50. Path maintenance at SANCCOB and the indigenous garden near the environmental 

education centre. 

  

Figure 51. Accumulated rubble behind the 

environmental education that is being removed. 

Figure 52. An old grass cutter that has to be 

removed. 

  

Figure 53. Fence maintenance and firebreak 

cutting at Sandpiper Crescent. 

Figure 54. An old boardwalk between the 

Milnerton Lagoon section and the Golf Course. 
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 Restoration work: TBNR conducted restoration work by removing old derelict fencing 

material from both the central pans area, as well as the northern section of the Milnerton 

Racecourse section. See figures 55-56 below. 

  

Figure 55. Removal of old derelict fencing 

material from the central pans. 

Figure 56. Removal of old derelict fencing 

material from the northern part of the Milnerton 

Racecourse section. 

 

10 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

10.1  Capital Projects 

 Signage installations: TBNR conducted signage installations at the Rietvlei main entrance 

with a name sign and a regulatory sign. A second phase of regulatory signs will be rolled out 

in the next quarter. See figures 57-58 below. 

  

Figure 57. Regulatory sign at Rietvlei entrance. Figure 58. Reserve name sign at Rietvlei 

entrance. 
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 Rietvlei office construction: Various final upgrades were done in this quarter at the 

Rietvlei offices and main entrance. These include the Biodiversity management identified on 

the building, flagpoles, boom gates, gate reparations, landscaping and bollard fencing (see 

Figures 59-64 below).  

  

Figure 59. Biodiversity identifier on building. Figure 60. Flagpoles at main entrance. 

  

Figure 61. Boom gates at main entrance. Figure 62. Gate reparations at main entrance. 

  

Figure 63. Landscaping around main entrance. Figure 64. Bollard fencing around building. 

 
Koos Retief 
Area Manager: Milnerton (Table Bay Nature Reserve) 

Biodiversity Management Branch, Environmental Resource Management Department (ERMD), City of Cape Town 


