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APRIL - JUNE 2012

JACOBUS JOHANNES RETIEF

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE
QUARTERLY REPORT FOR THE MILNERTON AREA
CITY OF CAPE TOWN - BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT

*All photos by the author, unless otherwise indicated.
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BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT

This is a three month report and it will be covering all the activities for the period running
from 1 April 2012 to 30 June 2012 within the Table Bay Nature Reserve, in the Milnerton
Area of the North Region.

Highlights:

o

Launch of TBNR offices: The launch of the new offices based at Rietvlei took place
on 2012/06/27 in the boma area. The executive major was first taken on a field trip to
highlight success stories of the Professor Kader Asmal Expanded Public Works
Programme (EPWP) in the TBNR. The executive major assisted with planting
indigenous plants in a restoration site at the bird hide block. Thereafter, short
speeches were given by Julia Wood (Manager: Biodiversity Branch), Osman Asmal
(Director: Environmental Resource Management Department), Koos Retief (Area
Manager: TBNR), Louise Stafford (Coordinator: Invasive Species), and Patricia de Lille
(Executive Major: City of Cape Town). The media were invited along with key
stakeholders and role-players in the TBNR. The major’s speech is reprinted below, and
several articles appeared in the local media (see Figures 1-9 below).

SPEECH BY THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR OF CAPE TOWN, ALDERMAN PATRICIA DE LILLE AT THE LAUNCH OF THE
TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE: MEDIA RELEASE NO. 534 / 2012 - 27 JUNE 2012

Molweni, good morning, goeie more

The City of Cape Town is committed to building a caring
society. This means not just caring about the well-being of
the residents of the City but also the environment in
which we all live.

It also means taking proactive measures to ensure that
future generations can cherish the natural beauty of the
landscape of the city.

To this end, the City has put in place various
environmentally friendly initiatives. One such initiative is
the Kader Asmal Integrated Catchment Management
project, in honour of the late Dr. Kader Asmal, to keep our
rivers and waterways clean.

The aim of the Kader Asmal Integrated Catchment
management project is the restoration of our freshwater
ecosystems through: (1) bringing alien plant infestations
under control; (2) addressing sources of pollution; (3)
raising awareness and thereby engaging civil society to
become custodians of our freshwater and (4) ensuring
long term sustainability through a river warden system.

The river warden system which ensures longer term job
creation is designed to serve as an early warning system
for pollution and alien plant invasions and activation of a
rapid response to address the problems before they
become wide-spread.

Funded by the Mayor’s Special Jobs Programme, this
project has provided job opportunities to over 450 people
based on the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP),
mostly young people from poor areas in 20 projects
benefitting 15 rivers, 4 wetlands and vleis across the city.

This project has made a significant difference in
preventing our rivers from receding into further decay.

We are now in the process of finalising the allocation of
R18 million to the Kader Asmal Catchment Management
Project to expand it to other rivers in the metro and
provide create more jobs for the unemployed.

This month we introduced a daily janitorial service for
flush toilets in identified and qualifying informal
settlements in partnership with the Social Justice Coalition
as part of our on-going efforts to partner with civil society
to address the needs of our residents.

The service includes the daily cleaning of flush toilets,
standpipes and surrounding areas, doing minor repairs of
flush toilets and reporting all instances where major
extensive repairs are necessary.

More than 500 community members have been employed,
through the EPWP programme, to provide these janitorial
services and basic plumbing skills. They are also assisting
us to educate communities on how to properly care for
and utilize communal toilets.

Our success in implementing the EPWP programme; which
has created approximately 34 000 job opportunities
through 228 projects has earned the City incentives to the
value of R19million from the national government.

The launch of the Table Bay Nature Reserve and it new
office complex today forms part of this administration’s
broader plans to optimise the full potential of the city’s
natural reserves.

The use of green energy resources ranging from rain
water harvesting for the flush system of all urinals and
lavatories to the use of maximum natural lighting in order
to minimise the use of electricity at this complex are a
model for green building that the city encourages.

To this end, we are finalising the Cape Town Smart
Building Handbook which will be published soon.

This will contain a set of guidelines and practical
information that will assist residents to make informed
decisions about the use of energy-efficient technologies
and suitable materials and solutions for green buildings.

We are planting the seeds for a sustainable green future
in the face of global climate change by initiating these
programmes. But we cannot not achieve this on our own.

Protecting the natural beauty of our heritage from harm
should not only be the obligation of the government of the
day or the obsession of environmental advocacy groups.

We must all do our bit in our different capacities to act
responsibly to protect our natural heritage from
degradation.

END
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Figure 1. Article regarding the Table Bay Nature Reserve launch.
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Figure 2. Article regarding the Table Bay Nature Reserve launch.
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CAPE ARGUS (AM Edition)
29 Jun 2012, p.13

New Table Bay Nature Reserve

JohmuYeld
ENVIRONMENT & SCIENCE WRITER

THE PEOPLE spoke and the city
listened — and Cape Town'’s new con-
solidated nature reserve has been
named the Table Bay Nature Reserve,

‘The new Table Bay Nature Reserve
consists of seven parts: Rietvlei

‘Wetlands, Milnerton Lagoon, Mil-
nerton Beach, Milnerton Racecourse,
Zoarvlei Wetlands, Diep River and
the Parklands Fynbos Corridor.

This was not the name that the
authorities had envisaged when their
proposals for the future conservation
of seven important natural areas
around the edges of the bay -~ includ-

ing Rietvlei, its PO, SR B |
and the Milnerton lagoon and beach
- were put up for discussion during a
public participation process.

It was during this process that the
vision for consolidation into a single
reserve named after iconic Table Bay
and for a unified management plan
had emerged, guests heard at the

reserve’s inauguration by Mayor Patri-
cia de Lille this week.

“From very humble beginnings,
we've always had a (conservation)
dream and finally we feel we're taking
amassive step to making this dream
come true,” area manager Koos Retief

told them.
john yeld@inl.co.za

FORTHE BIRDS

Gulls make the most of an
otherwise deserted jetty on the
shores of Rietvlei at Milnerton

Figure 3. Article regarding the Table Bay Nature Reserve launch.

SUNDAY WEEKEND ARGLIS

better lives
in Asmal’s
honour

HE ONCE fisnously announoed
that the enly thing he knew
about water was that It was the
SUUT b acided to his whisky -
bt thsat was right at the start of
the Jate Professor  Kader
Asesal's temure as minister of
water afTairs

Tackling his new career
with characteristic energy and
etithusissm, Asinal went on to
become an expett n the feld,
championing equitable water
Provision, water conservation,
and the sustiinabie wso of this
precions resource - 8o much so
that he was subsag bom-
oursd with the Stockholm
Water Price in 2000, an awsrd
popailarly referred to as the
Nobel Prize for waler

Now Aseral's Jepacy is being
honoured in the best possibie
wax through a project that s
helging restore mnd rebabili-
iate Cape Town's rivers amd
wetlands

This is the magoc’s special
peodect for Integrsted Catch-
ment Management, under way
in Atlantis, Mamre, Pella, Diop
River and Blauwberg, and in
the new Toble Bay Nature
Reserve that was inaugurated
by Mayor Patricia de Lille last
week

Before the inauguration, De
Lille was taken to the wetlands
of Rietvied - ooe of the seven
ocompopents of the new
reserve, which also mclodes
Milnerton kagoon and beach

Figure 4. Article regarding the TBNR launch and the Professor Kader Asmal project.

whete abe was introduced to
some of the peaple smployed
o0 the project, and viewed thelr
rehabilitation work

Funded through the magors
special Jobs programme, the
project Bas provided job oppor-
Tunities for mose than 450 resd-
dents — mostly young pecple
From poor areas I 20 projects -
working om 15 rivwes, four wet-
lanls and several vieis across
the city including Rietyiel

In her address st the inaugy-
ration, De Lille explained that
the catchment mansgement
project named after the feisty
profisssor wis almed ot restor
ing the city's freshwater eco.
systems through four major
netivities controlling akien in-
vasive plants, preventing polls
tion ol sowrcs; ralsing aware-
pest of residents and getting
somne of them (o Decome “cus-
todians” of freshwater re
wostroes; and by msAIring the
long-term y of e

mummmmmmwm«
farmer water aMairs minister, m-u-lmw

The peoject s

4 Cateh

mmmmammmumummmmmw help rohabilitate rivers and

habiiitated rivers and vn-|hnds
through n “river warden™ sys-
ton.

The system, which provided
longer-term job creation - the
rebabilitation work is done on
the shortterm, poverty relief
model of the government's

Public Works Pro
gramime was designed to
merve as an easly-warning sys-
temn for poliution and alien
plant invasions, De Litle said
This meant thers could bo a
rapid response befoce the prob
bem became widesprvad.

“This project has made o
significant  difference  in
preventing our rivers from
receding into further decay”
she saxd

She announced her office
was in the process of finalising
an additional K18 million for
the project to expand it to other
rivers in the metro, and create
more jobs for the unemplosed

Also, last month saw the
introduction of  dally janitor

d the Diep River st Milnerton, right, ~ » crudial element of the new consolidated T: lcy Reserve.
PICTURES: BRUCE SUTHERLANDCCITY OF CAPE TOWN

jal service for flush toslets In
cortain informal settiemsents,
in partnership with the Social
Justioe Coalition, This seyvice
mclades the datly cloaning of
flush tollets, standpipes and
surrounding areas, doing
minor repairs of flush todlets
and reporting all instances
where major extensive ropairs
wore nooessary De  Lille
explained.

“This is part of owr ongolng

effurts to partner with civil
soctoty 1o addreas the needs of
oar residents. More than 50
community members have
beens employed through the
BExguanded Public Works Pro
granine to provide these junt
torlal services and basic
plumstiing skills. They are also
belping to oducato communi
tes on Bow 1o care propesty for,
and utilise, commanal toflets.”

The clity's success in Lmple

menting the public works pro
gramme has created 34000
shortterm Job opportunities
throagh 228 projects, and has
carned incentives to the value
of Ri%w from the national pov
ernment, she pointed out
® For information on the
city’'s nature reserves and
natural areas, visit
WWW.CHPtOWTL OV X8/ natur
eTeseryes
Johkn yeidiainlco2a
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Nature reserve grows

unique and critical blodiversity as
coniract nature reserves
The city’s plans to prociaim thesse
Sites as contract nature reserves
were aimed at giving them greater
naervation protection
peakers highlighted the
r Cape Town's biod)

Job cren

1Lher
mportant
in tourism
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0.1 pet
em but has 18 per
Hedd List apes

und poverty alley

Cape Town only caver

Figure 5. Article about the TBNR launch and Professor Kader Asmal Project.

city has put in place various envi
ronmentally friendly initiatives to
ensure that future generations can
cherish the natural beauty of the
landscape of the city. One such ind
ttative is the Kader Asmal integrat.
od catchment management project
which alms to keep local rivers and
waterways clean

“I'he st of the Kader Asmal Inte-
grated  catchment!  management
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—F (Durbanwile)

7 reserves into 1

LEON STEENKAMP

Having thelr headguarters in the heart of
the newly formed Table Bay Nature Re-
serve will greatly help local conserva
tionists to protect the unigue biodivessi-
ty found only in Cape Town

This was the seotiment of Koos Retief
nager of the pewly procialmsd Table Hay
Nuture Reserve Last week

The proclamation of this reserve - which
paw incorporates seven jocal protective por
tons of and ander one entity - as well as
the vewly built headguarters at Rietviel was
officially launched during a cersimony on
Wednesday

“This is 2 process that started 12 yaars ago
and we foel we have now taken a massive
stop towards being able to manage Riotvies
10 the best of owr abiliey,™ Retief said during
the evernt which was anended by local
Friends groups and dignitaries including
the executive mayor of Cape Town, Patricka
e Lilbe

Retief extended an appreciative word of
thanks 0 the Friends of Rietvied and the
Friends of the Paarden Elband Wetbnds whao
played a big role in waiting the seven parcels
of conservation land wnder one none and
asagenset body

The proposal w combie the Rietviel wet
Lands, Miloerton lagoon, Milierton beach,
Milnorion race course, Zoarviel wetlamds,
Dieg River and the Parkbands [ynbos corrs
dor as the Table Bay Noture Reserve caine
about during a public participation process
sarly last year which was part of the applics
tom o prociaint 15 shtes with unigue and
criticad biodiversity as contract nature re
STvVes

Other speakers highlighted the tmportam
rule Cape Town's blodiversity plays in tour:
s Job cre mn. and poverty alleviation

“Cape o covers O percent of
South Africa but 8 percent of the coun
try’s Red List spocies. Talile Mountain for in
stance bas HIore |(-m species than e UK
-.uxl llvw iny's l>sn| 1 \ utal. llrw tor of en

1 |I|n lmumn |‘ the cornme_
Town ecotainy and teat the
B n bsage is therefore » very
powarful draw.card
Lowise Stlford, nvasive species co-ord)
nator, stressel the current threat to the
city's freshwater bodies
“Tlw two main probleiss are pollation and
Invasive on,” she said
: al will and supgor through
funding isw moeded 1 the Nght against
Invasive plan species
[0 leer spwech De Lille saad the city has pit
mn place varions mvironmentally friendly
Initsatives 1o ensure that future geoerations
can cherish the natural besuty of the laod

Asmmal integrated cae

ment project wiich alms 1o ke u| ) o
anud waterways clean

“The aim of the Kader Asmal integrased
catchanent isanagemenit project |s the resi
ratlonofour freshwater &
bringing allen plant lnfestations under con
trol; addressing sources of pollution; raising
awarvness and theredy engaging civil socie
(¥ 0 becomw custodians of our freshwater;
and  ensuring  long term  sustaimability
through a river wardes systean,”™ De Lille
sald

She added that the river warden system
whichensures lomger terin job creation 1s de

uu\-n
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NEW AGE, THE (First Edition)
28 Jun 2012, p.8

R18m for rivers, vieis
and wetlands project

ABOUT R18m will be set aside to hire
"wardens™ to look after rivers and wet-
lands in and around Cape Town, mayor
Patricia de Lille said yesterday. “The river
warden system is designed to serve as
an early warning system for pollution
and alien plant invasions,” she said in

a speech prepared for delivery at the
opening of the Table Bay Nature Reserve,
The wardens would be able to raise the
alert about any worrying environmental
signs at 15 rivers, four wetlands and a
variety of vieis. More than 450 people
had already been employed, mostly
young people from poor areas in the city.
The system, formally known as the Kader
Asmal Catchment Management Project,

The chy's plans to procluiim these sites as
conrach DAlure reserves were abnwed at giv
mg these portions of land greater conserva
tion prodection

signed 1o serve as an early warning systesn
for pollition am] alien plant invasions, actl
vating a rapad response before the problem
becomes wide spread

would be funded by De Lille’s special jobs
programme. — Sapa

CAPE TIMES (Second Edition)
28 Jun 2012, p.6

Table Bay reserve launched

BUSINESS DAY
28 Jun 2012, p.3

Cape Town hires river wardens
EARLY WARNING ' About R18m would be set
aside to hire “wardens™ to look after rivers and
wetlands in Cape Town, mayor Patricia de Lille
said yesterday. “The river warden system... is
designed to serve as an early warning system for
pollution and alien plant invasions,” she said in a
speech prepared for delivery at the opening of the
Table Bay Nature Reserve. Sapa

which incorporates
was launched

The new Table Bay Nature Reserve
conservation sites across the Table Bay area
yesterday by mayor Patricia de Lille.

The Diep River Fynbos Corridor, Rietvlei Wetlands, Milnerton
Racecourse Nature Reserve and Zoarvlei Wetlands have been
united under the new Table Bay Nature Reserve banner. The
reserve is open for hiking, bird watching, picnicking, sailing and
other water sports. The individual sites can still be accessed as
usual. Information can be obtained from an eco-friendly office
which has been built on the grounds of the Rietvlei section.

Figure 6-9. Articles about the TBNR launch and Professor Kader Asmal Project.

e Protection status: Full Council approved the process for proclamation applications for the
nature reserves in the City. Table Bay Nature Reserve (TBNR) is part of the batch of
reserves. A Conservation Development Framework (CDF) was submitted to the Rietvlei
Management Working Group for comment. The comments on the CDF will be used to amend
it accordingly. The integrated reserve management plan is also completed. The only
outstanding work is the survey diagrams that have to be amended for subdivided properties
to be included in the nature reserve estate. Cliff Dorse is undertaking this work.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT Page 6



2 CONSERVATION
2.1 Flora Management
2.1.1 Invasive Species Management

e Wave's Edge Typha capensis reed clearing: An EPWP team was utilised to clear Typha
capensis reed infestations in the Wave’s Edge wetland since the previous quarter. This work
was inspired by much input from surrounding residents at Wave’s Edge who requested relief
from the spreading Typha capensis seeds. The team that conducted this cutting work
eventually had to withdraw from this site due to elevated water levels with the onset of
winter. The team continued with invasive vegetation clearing in other areas of TBNR. They
will return to Wave's Edge once the water levels have dropped again (see Figure 10 below).

e Expanded Public Works Progamme: Three EPWP teams were utilised to conduct follow-up
clearing of terrestrial woody invasive species throughout the TBNR. The main focus areas
were at Milnerton Ridge boundary, the Milnerton Lagoon, the Coastal Section, the Table View
boundary, and the Diep River at Gie Road. Some areas of invasive kikuyu grass infestations
were also treated with herbicide. The teams were supervised by TBNR field rangers (see
Figures 11-13 below).

Figure 10. Field ranger Sakhile Luhani Figure 11. A small path of invasive kikuyu grass
inspecting the cutting work at Wave's Edge. treated with herbicide.

Figure 12. One of many palm trees in the Figure 13. A small remnant prickly pear. These
Milnerton Lagoon section before it was removed. are removed when found.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT Page 7



Water hyacinth: Louise Stafford (Invasive Species Unit) is planning to make a team of
EPWP workers available to conduct large scale manual clearing of water hyacinth in the Diep

River system. A site meeting was conducted to assess the work load and to prioritise sections
for clearing. See figures 14-15 below.

iy

Figures 14-15. A site meeting of water hyacinth work load in the TBNR with Louise Stafford, Russel
Ikin and Christopher Singo.

Interesting pictures: Figure 16 below indicates an odd trio of avian visitors to Rietvlei.
Normally Pied Crows are seen, but these are White-necked Ravens. Figure 17 is indigenous
plants being cultivated at the Maitland nursery for re-introduction to TBNR.

Figure 16. Three White-necked ravens
photographed at the Rietvlei picnic facilities

i , SR e b e R
: Q:-‘A'. P S S LA ']_ 8 3R
Figure 17. Plants destined for TBNR being

cultivated at the Maitland nursery managed by
Geert Sprangers
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2.2 Fauna Management
2.2.1 Monitoring of Wildlife: Game counts and sightings

e A Coordinated Waterbird Count (CWAC) was conducted at TBNR on 2012/04/20. See
Table 1 below for results from the water bird census. A total 1,895 birds were counted,
comprising 26 species. These included White Pelican 120, Whitebreasted Cormorant 29, Reed
Cormorant 62, African Darter 35, Grey Heron 22, Blackheaded Heron 3, Little Egret 11,
Sacred Ibis 72, Afr spoonbill 6, Egyptian Goose 280, Yellow-billed Duck 32, Cape shoveller
18, Spurwinged Goose 23, Africa fish eagle 1, Common Moorhen 19, Red-knobbed Coot 219,
Blacksmith Lapwing 117, Kelp Gull 401, Hartlaub’s Gull 405, Caspian tern 1, Swift Tern 5,
Common tern 5, Pied Kingfisher 2, Malachite Kingfisher 2, Cape Wagtail 3, and Mallards 2.
Also see below Figures:

o Figure 18. Pie chart of numbers of birds in various survey sections; and
o Figure 19. Pie chart of groups of birds of CWAC survey of 2012/04/20.

Table 1. Summarised data from CWAC census of 2012/04/20.

White Pelican 120 120

Whitebreasted Cormorant 29 4 11 10

FReed Cormorant o2 51 9 1
African Darter 35 7 20 1 4

Srey Heron 22 3 =] 1 10

Blackheaded Heron 3 3

Little Egret 11 3 4 2 2
Sacred Ibis F2 5 13 4 50
Afr spoonbill [ 5 1

Egvptian Goose 280 6 163 | 28 52 4 27
Yellow-billed Duck 32 10 12 1 7 2
Cape showveller 18 13

Spurwinged Goose 23 13 5

Africa fish eagle 1 1

Common Moorhen 19 12 1 =

Red-knobbed Coot 219 50 19 g4 61 5
Blacksmith Lapwing 117 7 g 2 27 4 59
Kelp Gull 401 315 8 5 15 35 20
Hartlaub's Gull 405 3 24 4 &0 81 76 28 129
Caspian tern 1 1

Swift Tern 5 3 2

Common tern 5 2 3

Pied Kingfisher 2 2

Malachite Kingfisher 2 1 1

Cape Wagtail 3 2 1

Mallards 2 2

TOTALS 1895 | 96 | 400 | 437 |103 | 171 | 3 280 | 89 o F | 309

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT Page 9



Diep River, 96

H Diep River

Zoar South, 7 .
Potsdam WWTW, 309 M North Vlei
Zoar North, 0

m South Vlei

Lagoon South, 89

H Central Pan

B Dolphin Beach

H Miln. Channel

 Lagoon North

= Lagoon South
Zoar North

H Zoar South

Miln. Channel, 3 Potsdam WWTW

Figure 18. Pie chart of numbers of birds in various survey sections of CWAC 2012/04/20

Kingfishers, 4___Waders, 3 \13liards, 2

Terns, 11
M Pelicans

Cormorants, 91
Darters, 35 H Cormorants
Herons & egrets, 36 M Darters
Ibis & spoonbills, 78 W Herons & egrets

M |bis & spoonbills
B Ducks & geese
M Eagles & raptors
B Moorhens & coots
W Lapwings
H Gulls

W Terns

1 Kingfishers

Eagles & raptors, 1 Waders

Mallards
Lapwings, 117

Figure 19. Pie chart of groups of birds of CWAC 2012/04/20
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3 WATER AND SOIL MANAGEMENT

¢ Water quality monitoring was done on 2012/04/24, 2012/05/29, and 2012/06/26.

e Zoarvlei water quality and pollution problems: There were several articles in the media

highlighting the problems with pollution,

invasive aquatic species in the Zoarvlei section (see Figures 20-24 below).

W The nibbish accumulating at the Zoarviei Nature Reserve is mostly 2 result of human behavour, says
the City of Cape Town

-

W Agart from waste flowing into the vies, people B The nutrient-rich {sewage-filled) water has
have ¥50 used the area a3 2 nubbish dump. become stagnant because of rapid bulrush growth

City plans to address
Zoar’s bulrush plague

CLEMENT DEANE

City of Cape Towun

Intends 1w addeess the bl

rushy probicen plagueg M-

oerton, specifically a Zoardei

Natwre Reserve (“Todlet stink st
Loardei”, Tablesalk, bane 20)

Rugty residema Matt Weisae,
47, wans emtical o thee Ciry's show
response w0 fixing ongoing
sewage leaks from dran covers,
specafically in Dunegal Sueet.

The sewetage papes were olten
Blocked and water, comtalning
sewage and other pollutants,
wonahd gush out of masholes and
a0 the vies

Balrssh growth would then
morease and block off the vater
flow, resulting m a pollued, sceg
sant and unhealihy mess.

Nearby residenss, who wsed 10
et the smell of the sea, mow
received 2 dstinetive wllet odour,
exgrecially on & Rt dany

Aderman Belinds Walker
sunoral comenamier member foe
ecomomic, etvironmental and
spacsal planning. sad the Cley did
ot have a0 integrased reed and
bedrush managesen: plan foe
DU FEseTVEeS

However, she sald the Enviros-
mental Resource Management
Department (ERMD) had dooe
chearing operatkns for habica
management, fire management
und imasive species control

She wid the ERMD would
comgele a report  for “an inie-
grated masagessents plant for
roeds and bulnahes™

“Reed clraring work o very
expensve. and siltabde sources of
Panding have w be allocated toe
wuch work 10 be undertaken

“This regpoet may lead 3o policy
decissons being taben oo the
masagement of reeds amd bul
ne

“Experience shows that bul
nuhes rewun very quickly after
tutteg or herbicide application,
due 10 the fact thas the roots ae

Figure 20. Article about the water pollution at Zoarvlei section.
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W The Zoarviel Nature Reserve, also known as the Paarden Eiland Wetlands, is heavily polluted.

will underneah the ground, and
e ot csnlly biled by these meth.
ods,” she sand

So L the Gav's sempe o
stop the bulrody cxplosion bas
been o spray them with herhi-
oude, b it was only & temporary
rebef

Bulrwh roots grew up o a
metre deep amd unless they were
remsened, the plants regrew sod
Continued so speead

Furthenmore, the potson used
o kil ehe bulnadues coudd pollute
e water which s win
ey preferred not W uwe herbe-
ode. Ms Walker wd additivoal
pollution cane from prople mot
properly depossgz of
their wase and It
was fot senglde o
oo

She sod thes would
lead to mcreased fers,
lecteased plas
grosth < such as bul
ke -~ occskonal
shygse biooms, o well
s 2 boss of speces and o decline
in habutar dversts

Frank Wygold of the Wes
Coast Fiekd Soady Centre was also
crincal of the Ciry's show response
10 address ihe Sadruds and sewage
protilem

He wad bealing sowaage was ar
the heart of the buleuds explo-
wom but than 3t conld be salved by
fixcing sewerage pipes and increas
i the salinity of the vlei's water,
which wouldd be relasvel smple
M they gradually miroduced wit
into the econies, it would even
nally §ill off the bulrisbes and
allos the vater s flow

Councillor Shehaam San
mayoradl comasiniee member for
utility services, sald the sewage
peobienm was mostly 2s 2 vesult ol
human negligence

She sud blockages would
octur hecmie foreyn sulstanoes
woulil be dinc harged into the sew
e, especially when draig covens

were wolen,

The problem P

littering, water quality, and the management of

Ms Seme said the Gy had &
blockage-frev sower campags
which semed 0 raise iwaencm
abowt the impact of blocked
drains and how 1o alleviase the
prddiem

“Any sewagge fosing inte an
e crroeanent such s s puls
T waner By, upren vold oe road
wary i undesrable an i cothi huse
an adverse effoct oo hemes
health

“Peophe don't always we the
conmecton beoween their acti
and he revadung buce e and
Accomspanying el
impacns,” My St saud

Comncillor Brett Herran, sy

ol commitier
wember for trans
roads  and

stormmvater, ales Sl

was the result  ow
of human
behaviour 9

roddem was a
result of hussan
behasiour

He said whitle the
Ciry could mple

wres w0 mitigate pollution & it
wanerwans, residenos and ndusry
conild asvnt by not chanping waste
o carchmen arvas.

This mcheded an ongoieg
arend of pollutscn finding ity wiry
%0 the beach. While the Paoden
Filand Wetlands were affecsed
axotly from sewage, the Black
River Salt River - which splic
Beookhn and Pauden Eiland,
and was cose 1o the wedands -
was alver alected by Rarge aomousesty
of Boer. Mr Herron sed the City
woudd swoon be commisdoning a
study 8o investigine the most efiec
trve wrap desagn (o stop litter from
getting 1o the beach

The City said & also plannesd 10
mecr with the public a the next
Loardel Masagement Advisoey
Commitee meeting on Fraday
July 20, whach will include repre
sentatives of the Paarden Eiland
City Imsprovement Diurice.

The discussbon will be abous
he masagement uf the Zosvicl

M The nature reserve’s sewage filled and stagnant water has been
described as a tollet.

oilet stink
at Zoarvlei

Residents living near a badly polluted nature reserve say

the authorities are deaf to their concerns. T'abletalk sent
a list of questions to the City two wceks ago... we're still
waiting for answers.

Figure 21. Article about water pollution in Zoarvlei section.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT

CLEMENT DEANE

he Zoarviel Natire Reserve
has Iwc ome a toiler, says
resident Matt
wlm accuses the City
Iln“ chronic pollution
at the reserve,

Also known s the Paarden
Eiland Wedands, the reserve
strotches from Boundary Road,
near Milnerton Lagoon, o Paar-
den Eiland, It has become an
unsightly mexss over the years,

Mr Weisse, who is a member of

the Friends of the Paarden Eiland
Wetlands, said  the problem
sarted with blocked sewer pipes.
Sewage flowed from Donegal
Streot manholes, near the reserve,
into the viei.

Mr Weisse haxs reported the

blockages many thmes, but they
keep h.lmu‘nlng
When he asked municipal
workers why, they sald someone
was throwing oil down the drain
But this did not explain why the
City had not cloaned up the viei,
Tablewlk veported
y filledd
r, Including plasue bor-
tles, chips packets and other
debris that accumulated at the
Salt River mouth ("Mountains of
plastic adrift in our waterways,”
Ocober & 2011). This problem
extended 1o the Paarden Filand
Wetlands, sald Mr Welsse, because
they too had become a dumping
ground for rubbish,

Continued on page 4
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From page |

The sewagefilledd waser in the wer-
Banels is an ideal eovironment toe bul-
rushes, o grow, These then stem the
warer fhow

Mr Weisse, who runs touns of Cape
Town's old undergroaund usmmnels, has
become welbaguamsed with the impor-
tanice of waser fhow, He sasd the viel bl

PCTURE CLEMENT DERNE

W The Typha Capensis eeds (bulrushes) were sprayed with chemicals which
would kil them off, and also coloured them pink.

become "a lake of crap”

s why we hanve so many bulrushes

They love the mstnientaich water and
the whole ecosystenn has changed. The

bulrashes have closed the water
wuys and the water has become
stagrant,” s Mr Weise

He said the Cay had spraved
the reeds bunt it was only a tempo-
rary solution, Their roots grew
up o a metre deep and unless
they physically removed them or
mwade the enmironment uninbab-
itable for the bulrushes, they
woudd retum

He said thar a few yean ago,
buikders of a complex nearty
accidentally broke a sewer pipe
which pramped raw sewage o
the vles for o week before the Ciry
responded. Mr Weisse believed
this aidded the explosion of bul
nisdies.

We ised 1o get a bovely sinell
aof the sea but now ic's a wollet
smell from the stagnant waser
Ths sitvanion stinks,” said Mr
Weisse,

His sentiments were shazed by
a member of the Zourviei Man-
agement Comminee, Frank
Wigold, who also runs the West
Coast Field Soady Cente. Mr
Wigold used to run an environ-
mental educational course for
schoaol children, which inchuded
cheaning up the el but the bul-
rushes have made it unsafe, espe-

Figure 22. Article about water pollution in Zoarvlei.

clally since vagrants have started
moning in

Mr Wigold sad the problem
extended w the Paarden Eiland
Metro and be reckoned that a
sewer pipe, which ran from Paar
den Eiland to Boundary Road,
was 0 blame. He sasd the pipe

We used to

get a lovely
smell of the
sea but now
it’s a toilet
smell

leaked regubarly and spewed
sewage into the viei,

“The viei used 1o be tdal. It
was an outlet of the Black River
in the 1960y untl ey bullt a
canal. Now, the only outlet is Mil-
nerton Lagoon, The only water
Roing into the viek now is stoem-
water, rain and some sewage
The original Salt River wsed so be
what the viei is now. People have
wid me that they coudd canoe
from the Black River to Milner-

PCTURE. MATT WA

B Water gushing out of a manhole m Donegal Street which contains sewage and other
pofiutants,

City gets flak over reserve pollution

ton and that's impossible now,”
s My Wygold

He said twor vears ago, the Cay
was making 2 channel for
sormwater pear Justin Stroet
when they broke a sewerage
pipe. The sewage flowed Tor
ubout three months before the
City repaired the deak, said Me
Wigold He sald there were
records of birds and other
wildlife i the Vel which hac all
but vanished as o result of the
pollution. They had  been
replaced by an evergrowing hul
runh problem

“The seed head of the bul
rsh prodices about a dewert
spoon full of pollen. It's wind
pottinated and causes great dis
comfort for people with asthea
and allerges. As the head devel
ops, the femade seeds are fer-
tilised. The head  becomes
thicker and contalos 250 000
seeds. Thewe parachute-bike soeds
clog up aircondstoning and they
also interfere with typang. prant-
ing and spraypainting, which isa
bag problem for an indusiral
arva.” said Mr Wygald

The Environmental Resource Management Department (ERMD) has very little resources to tackle all
the water pollution and littering problems in the City. To achieve better results stronger cooperation
from various other departments are required, including Transport, Roads and Stormwater, City
Parks, and Pollution Control.

It is tragic that the pollution and littering in surrounding built up areas and industrial zones, which
are primarily private properties, unfortunately follows stormwater flows into the City’s wetlands. The
costs involved in cleaning the wetlands, where the pollution ends up, is several times higher than
the costs would be for the private property owners to prevent pollution in the first place.

Often the detrimental impacts on the natural ecosystems in these wetlands are irreversible. The City
of Cape Town’s departments cannot take all the responsibility for pollution and littering, but the
residents and private property holders in all spheres of society must take responsibility to curb
pollution at the point of origin, rather than at the end point in our valuable wetlands.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT Page 12
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Adding salt 1o the water in the viel would kill off
the bulrushes, but, despite many talks with the City
of Cape Town, its Environmental Resource Man-
agement Department, which oversaw biodiversity
management, had been slow to react,

Mr Wygold said they discussed the idea and
were ready 1o boost the salinity of the water, but
were stopped.

Mr Wygold sald the Paarden Eilland Wetlands
once had a high salt content, but it had become
frosh water as the area developed, He sadd gradu-
ally reinroducing salt into the ecosystem should
Kill the bulrushes and revive the wetlands because
the microscopic life in the viei was tolerant of sea
walter,

The Paarden Eiland City Improvement District
alvo weighed in on the matter and handed a peti-
ton to save the wetlands o the City Manager
Achmit Ebrahim on Thursday June 7. The petidon
had 2 133 signatures from the Paarden Eiland CID
members, Paarden Eiland industrialisis and their
employees, Friends of the Paarden Eiland Wet-
lunds Group and residents from Brooklyn, Rughy
and surrounding areas. The petition appealed o

between PECID, the Frie
Wetlands and the Zoarvie
tee, little effort was made to improye the sitnation,

Total eradication of the bulrushes, he said, was
not expected, but the water bodies needed to be
opened enough to encourage the returm of crea-
wres 1o their habitats and offer visitors to the
Zowrvlel something other than dry reed beds, filthy
campsites and the odd pool of stagnant water,

Mr Holizhausen said Mr Ebrahim was asked to
intervene in “what can only be wermed as an
impending conservation disaster”,

“Those in authority must be called upon to halt
the degradation of this purported ‘green lung' and
to make the Zoarviei an attractive spot for the peo-
sle of Cape Town and beyond. It should begin by
}Irsl diminishing and then controlling the growth
of bulrushes,”

Mr Holizhausen's statement said Mr Ebrahim
suggested a team be put together 1o work with the
City Improvement District and other relevant role
players to improve the state of the wetands,

When Tabletalk contacted the City of Cape
Town's media department on Thursday June 7 ask-
ing U they were aware of the problem at Zoarvlei,
they acknowledged that the enquiry had been

| Plastic pollution from
Paarden Eiland washes up
on Milnerton beach at the
Black River mouth,

PCTUIRE: MATT WEISSE

received, but did not respond o any questions.
Tablealk followed up on Tuesday June 12 and
received conlirmation on Thursday June 14 that the
City had not completed a response to the enguiry
despite promising 1o do so,

@ Alter two weeks of email correspondence, the
City's media department promised 1o respond |
today, Wednesday June 20, which is after our dead-
line, but we will publish a response in the nextavail
able edition of Tabletalk,

the City to take urgent
action to clear the bul-
rushes from Zoarviei,

Les Holizhausen,
chairman of the Paarden
Eiland City Improvement
District (CID) said in o
statement that over the
past 10 years failure to
manage the wetands had
seen the bulvush growth
intensify at such o rate it
swallowed up the "pre-
cious water bodies™,

“T'he  vesultant  dry

attracted

wovided

minals and

given  easy access for
dumping loads of trash.”

He said the dramatic
drop in birdlife  was
indicatve of a dylng wet-
land system, which was
once home o hundreds
of species of waterfowl
and other creatures,

Mr Holizhausen said
the annual spreading of
pollen from the bul
rushes had o detrimental
effect on those suffering
from allergies and the
scasonial  dispersal  of
seeds blocked air-condi-
tioners, settded on office,
workshop and factory
cquipment, and was a
constant source of disoup-
ton and aggravatdon o
workers and residents,

Despite co-operation

Foul viei

locked sewer pipes in Milnerton have caused a chain reaction
at Zoarvlei Nawure Reserve, also known as the Paarden Eiland

etlands. The sewage finds its way into Zoarviei and the result
is an explosion of bulrushes stemming water flow.

The City has been slow to respond to residents’ calls to clean up
the viei. The bulrush seeds are not only a nuisance to people with
allergies and asthma, but also pose a problem for industrial activi-
ties such as printing, spray painting and air conditioning systems.

The City sprays the bulrushes with chemicals to kill them, but it
is not a permanent solution. What is disturbing is that the City
stopped a committee that wanted to introduce salt into the wetlands,
which would have killed the bulrushes and restored the ecosystem
to a healthy state. While the City has dragged its feet in finding a
permanent solution to the problem, ratepayers have to live next to
a vlei that has become a toilet.

During summer when the water heats up and gas escapes, resi-
dents are treated to a foul odour. It is odd that the City is so slow to
respond to a call to improve a nature conservation area along the
MyCiTi bus route. The City said the reason for including as many
bus stops as it did in Paarden Eiland was because it took possible res-
idential developments into account. But who wants to live next to a
dirty viei filled with problem plants and a toilet smell? The City needs
to clean up its act — and fast

Figure 23. Articles about water pollution in Zoarvlei section.
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N

L 4

o TR

a Padd!eur;r;a; mnﬁs along the Black River stretch:

called 10 amnist (hee vy wir-
dens with the cleanup in
ton for the event. Since m
{une 2) moming, 12 wons of fitter
were removed on the section
between the Athlone
Warks and the Salt River. She said
they will continue with follow up
work usiteg & labor foree of 20 peo-
le with twi tiver wardens on each
%in streteh. This will be an early
detection and removal programme
for & 15, di leak-

Wardd 49 which inclixdes pars of
Athlope, said people do not appre
cite the environment and use the
rivens as & refuse dump

“People think they can throw
rubbiah into the rivey and it's gooe:
Bt it isn 't People it be account
able for whit goes into the rivers
and realise the link beoween disty
water and llnesses, mosquitoes and
fhies. My goal ks to improve the envi-
ranment fisst and then beng devel-
w0 the arca,” sud Ms Little

mg swewers an’l:l‘"mhbk. The plan
w expand the project to take care
of the tributarkes.

Lousse Astnal and ber son Adsm
were also there. Adam was flming

the paddle t be part of 4 docw

She sid she fecls the padele is 2
wonderful idea for creating aware-
ness and she bopes that next year
the paddlers can do It without
WEArTnR masks

Rowing past plwtic and othes

Wodnesday Junt & 2017 7

ac < thei:ity,s watel'WayS

swimmer, manome Loaver amd
environmental campaigner 1ewhs
Pugh. Docor Winter said he had
tasght Mr Pugh, abso known a8 the
bman polar bear, at Camgs By
High .\‘Lm-l. The two reminisced
about how a geography wacher at
this school made a huge mmpact on
Mr Pugh by welling Yo s divam
This openedd up his world, particn
Jarky about the ocean, 25 be day
dreaumed while looking vt of the
school window.

Troevor Hughes of the Fricimds of
the Liesheock went along o gove
support, He sald & dag had been
resoued along the way as well as a
houwse smake which was floating on
a palystyrene muog.

Hannah Balets of Viedehook
eujoyed the paddie, saing it wis an
inleresting way 10 undeostnd the
city's waterways. “A Jot of It is hid
den sy 20 we aren't aware of the
state they're in,” she said

Afier the paddie and at the M-
perton Canoe Club, Docvor Winter
wave credit for the early finish 10
the Kader Astal Project and good
i a fow davs carbier

There wan less portsge i the
rivery were much cleaner with bess
limer, exceps for the estuary M
Pasrten Filand. Doctor Winter has
mken water samples in the sime
locations 2 on the grrevious
o paddies and will peovide the
resiilis

Do oy Winter sl the pachdle s

mentary on the st op by
the tate Kader

1 slmple cut n that catches the
inaguation and is ot boring lke
nany environmental events

saste, the pacdices entered Tabile
Py ar Paarden Eiland.
They were joined by endurance

Figure 24. Article about recreational use of the City’s waterways.

¢ Rainfall at Rietvlei: Despite low rainfall in the previous quarter, the rainfall during this
quarter increased to above average levels. A 177 mm were recorded. See Table 2 and
Figures 25-27 for graphic representations of the rainfall data below.

Table 2. Rietvlei rainfall data: Updated 2012/07/18

RAINFALL DATA: Updated on 2012/07/18
Ave 2000 201
January 10.658 16.0
February 57833 2.0
Iarch 79 0.0
29.825 5.0[ 18.9
49.533 261 487
65.096 516 364
67.213 461 1757
63.579 24.3| 108.7
31.154 49.3| 615
25 646 53 312
20.8 8.8 225
11.3 25 105
219.01 5321

2002 | 2003 | 2004
579 3.5 8.0
1000 6.0 08
101 322 7.0
29.9] 108 7495
386l 222 23
62.8[ 13.1| 66.8
B9.5[ 2V.3| 658
66.9[ B81.1] 455
19.5] 53.8] 17.8
33.7[ 25.3] 119.0
13.2) 28] 3.0
201 155 65

432.2] 293.7] 421.9

September
October
November
December
TOTAL

NB: Open Spaces = No DATA (RED) indicates insufficient DATA
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Figure 25. Annual totals of rainfall at Rietvlei (updated 18 July 2012)

mm Average (2000-2010)

e\ onthly rainfall in 2012

Figure 26. Rainfall trend in 2012 over averages per month (updated 18 July 2012)
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Average accumulation

e A\ccumulation in 2012

Figure 27. Rainfall accumulation in 2012 vs overall average accumulation (Updated: 18 July 2012)

e Dust management: The water pumping operation that started the previous quarter was
halted in this quarter when the winter rains started. Though some dust was seen on

occasion, no public complaints were received.

¢ Erosion control at Rietvlei north shore: Further planting of Phragmites australis was done
to augment the reed beds that have already established at this shoreline. The established
reed beds appear to be very effective at breaking the wave action and allowing other
vegetation and grass to cover the previously exposed bank. The bank seems to have
stabilised and no new collapsed section have been noted. See figures 28-29 below:

Figures 28-29. Scenes at the Rietvlei northern shore where reed beds have stabilised the eroding
shoreline.
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e Dolphin Beach: Several discussion and site meetings have been undertaken to discuss the
concerns of Dolphin Beach Body Corporate about moving sand that could impact on their
hotel. The Dolphin Beach Hotel were historically allowed to flatten the dunes between the
hotel and the sea. In terms of stricter environmental legislation, earth-moving of dunes is not
permitted without an environmental authorisation. The Dolphin beach Body Corporate will
now be conducting a Basic Assessment to investigate dune management option and to obtain
environmental authorisation for whatever work is approved. See figures 30-31 below:

41

Figure 30. Dolphin Beach workers clearing sand Figure 31. Grass clippings from the Dolphin
at a beach access path leading from the hotel. Beach gardens being dumped in the natural
vegetation.
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FIRE MANAGEMENT

Fire response preparedness: The TBNR is represented on the local
Association, and all fire preparedness is reviewed by the committee.

PUBLIC MEETING

Proposed ecological burn at Wave

Fire Protection

e Wave's Edge Wetland Block: After the
initial decline of a burn permit application for
Wave's Edge wetland block, the application
was re-submitted to further investigate the
feasibility of a burn. A public meeting was
held on 2012/04/12 where Koos Retief gave a
presentation. Subcouncil 1 requested that the
same presentation be made at the Subcouncil
meeting. The permit was then awarded, but
due to the long delays and the onset of
winter, there was no practical way in which
the controlled burning could be undertaken.
This controlled burning work must be delayed
until next summer season. Nonetheless, an
article did appear in the local media. The
application would have to be resubmitted at a
later stage for reconsideration. Figure 32.

's Edge, Table View

meeting in Table View to
Edge, Table View, which is

The City of Cape Town has arranged a public
discuss the proposed ecological burn at Waves
part of the Table Bay Nature Reserve

The City & proposing to use burning s a way of managing the natural and
invasive vegetation at Wave's Edge

Thursday 12 April 2012
18:00

Lefbrandt van Niekerk Hall,
South Road, Table View

LT LU T LN SN A LU

THIS CITY WORKS FOR YOU

NEWS Tabletalk |

4

Ecological fire a burning issue

mlnul«l:mmlhmtmndrd g the tse of firr, Soe the benetil of
way of e g acoamulated ficl and haee

And EXOoMIT LIS 10 vegetation,
At e correct lnmki mﬂcﬂ
Burming can promote ind YeR:
rmmagml reduce the wi

Wednenduy Api 4 2012

PAM FOURIE

e Caty b called foe a pab-
lic mecting o discus an
coological bum along the

.

wetlands at Waves Edge in Table
View 10 manige the nataral and
tmvasive yegetation at this sie
The ieeting will be held at the
Ledbeasile vars Nieketk Flall in
South Road oo Tharsday April 12
at Hym
Bey have applicd for permis
sion 1o cirry ont this open hurn
Tolloweting @ stte meeting that wan
held on March 20 with hladiver-
sty maragement, fire services,
walfic services und air podlution
control. This is a puocnluul atep
ia all ppen burning applications
This comes just weeks after the
Caty aygroed to use manuul Iabour
o et down the Thypa reeds that
has run amok throughout this sec-
ton of the wetlands; 1ix seeds cas
ing o with the Mes of resk-
denty in the aren, and withous
intervention for many yeary (Ciey
moves 1 tackle fnvasive roeds”
Tablewlk Febevary 22 and “Tired
of life an the ‘seedy’ part of
town”, Tabletalk March 7).

When word got out that the
Cley intended 5 controfied b, it
caed concern. Resident Anton
van Wyk questioned how conser
vallonists could conades thin deg-

SO0 a1t woukd be *un indiscrime

W Thypa reeds have run amok throughout the wetlands and the
Clty is considering a controlied fire to manage the vegetation at

Wave's Edge In Table View,

inate way of controlling the
recds”, without consideyation for
the amimals, indigenous plants
and the soot theat wall fly about for
woeks

At Wave's Edge there have
been small spot fires over the
years, but po complete burn was
recorded 10 date. Osman Asiral,
director of environmental
resoroe management sud that as
a rewult dead plant material has
accumulated over decades

“I'he City i now funding the
wippression of the buliush reeds
O Aite to alleviace the fmpact of

wed dispenad.

“For this wark (0 be effective
however, the nutricnts contained
n the dead plant marerial, must
be removed. The standing dead
malerial is reenoved by mewns of
cutting and di , but most of
the dead miss undexfoot
must be removed through the use
of fire,

“Once this Is done, any pew
reed growth will be more accessi-
ble 1o cut down o the roots and
10 u:pp'y herbicide for their cop-
trol.

He id fire is the most impor.

sk t:r mccmml‘:ﬁ -:Mﬁm e
ore open buming akes place
at Wave's Eqd‘;e. all rosidents will be
notified through the media and letes
drops. Open buoms wre wndes takery i
prescribed weather conditions by
walned and  experfenced nuture

TEMCTVE Ianagers.

“Though smoke and ush is 4 tetn-
porary resuls of Buring, this will not

et long after a fire. Controlled
Ecm’ninn must take place before the
winter rains for it 10 be effective ™

He sad the Gity i id of the
Tuble Bay Nawre serve and
ecadeavours 10 manage this nature
urea sascaimably through the use of
ecological managemnent woly, includ-

weds
“Flakn salt s very tonoe to ol planis

and animals and il Ll

on site. Such an tervention

have dire nogathe

Fdge, Teaving the wetland

dend and moting. Ar best, the intro.

duction of namral sewwater (-
to plain salt) inm the wes |

Tand should be stodied in the form of

an Environmental Impact Ases

ment. If not approved by the provin.

cal government, sich interventions

:uuld be u contravention of the

Natlonal Envi | nage.

Figure 33. Article regarding the management of Typha capensis and the burning of reed beds at
Wave’s Edge Wetland.
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5 PEOPLE AND CONSERVATION
5.1 Stakeholder Engagement (external meetings)

¢ SANCCOB has featured in several articles to promote their work and volunteering activities
at their rehabilitation facility at Rietvlei. North Region and TBNR staff often collaborates with
SANCCOB in environmental education programmes. The following articles appeared in the
local media (see Figures 34-37 below).

‘Like’ the penguin for Sanccob

he Southern African Foundation for the To help the rehabilitation centre in Table
Conservation of Coastal Birds (Sanccob)is View win the grant, Facebook users are asked
asking their supporters to become active to visit their page and “like” the penguin pho-
in a Facebook campaign thatcan helpthem tograph. g
win a grant to aid the African penguin. Sanccob will put the grant towards funding
The Burgher’'s Walk Restoration Project situa-
SEEtheWild Wildlife Conservation Tours ted in Simon’s Town. The project plans to pro-
are donating 3 000 US dollars to the conservati- tect South Africa’s wild African penguins
on organisation with the most votes on their from curious tourists, predation by domestic
Facebook page. animals and traffic along a nearby road.

wation of
Coasta Biros
{SANCCOS] came to
the rescue when
photographer Colin
Beown spotied 8

home. Romy Klusener
T Wftand Eva \lez,

S come out 10 capturs
the bird, Cotin
comments:"The
wfliciency and speed of

| thewhole operation
was impressive from
first <ol to cagituare.
These guys know whist
they e doing and get
1t vight fast. Well done.
Senccob.”

ping out: on Friday 19 May the Grade 11 learners of Parklands College spent the day

naking a difference. Learners were engaged in a variety of activities including making sandwi-

s for the hungry and homeless, fundraising for organisations such as the Cart Horse Associ-

on .p.ﬂd'ng time with residents of local old age homes, volu or ng at homes for socially,

ntally and physically disadvantaged individuals and cleaning up litter on beaches. Learners

» assisted staff at organisations such as SANCCOB, DARG, African Tails, Ubuntu Baby Ho-

. St Anne's, St Luke’s Hospice, Emmanuel Daycare Centre, Melkbos Care Centre, Dassen-

@ Horse Rescue Centre and at the Bloubergstrand Library. Pictured are the six learners

t helped out at SANCCOB. They are (from left) Brandon Klaver, Michael Paul Roth, Emma
wton. Steffen Jacobs, Brandon Voorn and Spyro Orfanos.

i hhd

Figure 34-37. Articles about SANCCOB and volunteering.
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e Milnerton Aquatic Club and water sports: Water sports at Rietvlei have featured in the
local news (Figures 38-39), highlighting the recreational value of the nature reserve.

Wumm&mm

Challenge: sail boat for 25 hou

y
Excitement lﬂrﬂd through the
crowd and the competitors ut

Milnerton Aquatic Club’s (MAC)

ever popular MAC 24-Hour Chal-
lenge this weekend.

“ The epergy levels might have
been slightly more subdued in the

For 256 hours, n wuriety of sail
boats clreled the Lagoon again and
agiin

Every time toama changed over,
it was yarprising that the pravicos
incumbents could walk in n straight

Pwpbmmomnusnfmmu-

tie Rivtvlel cheered the satlors a3 o

m--nnner. willed theen an e the
sturs twinkled (o the coudless
urged them on when the sun
It's welcomn appearance and fnally
ns the 25 hours

mwmmﬂw&mﬂwmm!ﬂ-

contestants rightly rceived and the

lumm(hm-mmnhihnh.

nndout more aboat this
ovond
She edaborntes: “The first one was

ary. During Fobruary and
March she attended practical
and theory training so that
she could obtain the certifi-
cate for the intermediate sail-
ing course. For her theory ex-
am she received 87 percent.
Of the seven children who
completed the course, she
was the youngest. The next
step is for her to start racing.

Figures 38-39. Articles relating to Milnerton Aquatic Club activities.
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e External stakeholder meetings: Table 3 below summarises TBNR’s involvement with

external stakeholders this quarter.

Table 3. Records of external stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR.

Area Date Meeting/Workshop Purpose
2012/04/03 Meeting wﬂj’! Dr Pat Holmes and Leejuan Brews (UCT) about potential Planning
research project
2012/04/04 | Rietvlei Management Working Group Feedback
2012/04/10 Diep R|V(_ar maintenance with Louise Stafford, Saliem Solomon and Planning
Russell Tkin
Public meeting regarding Wave's Edge reed dearing and proposed open
2012/04/12 buming application. Koos Retief did a presentation. Feedback
2012/04/16 | ERMD mentorship workshop with Lynn O’Neil Planning
TBNR 2012/05/10 | CPUT mentorship workshop Planning
2012/05/18 | Zoarvlei Management Advisory Committee Feedback
Bid Adjudication Committee regarding additional funds approved for )
2012/05/29 Rietvlei office construction Planning
2012/06/13 | Fire Protection Assodation: Atlantis Electricty Boardroom Planning
2012/06/15 | Meet North region students and CPUT with Chrisna Joubert Planning
2012/06/20 | North Region Champions Forum: Blaauwberg Hall Feedback
2012/06/25 | Dolphin Beach dune management site meeting Planning
2012/06/27 | TBNR Launch Planning

¢ Rietvlei Boma Usage: The Rietvlei boma was used by about 75 people for formal meetings

this quarter. See Table 4 below for details of its usage:

Table 4. Rietvlei boma usage and benefits to people in person days.

Date Activity Person
days
2012/04/16 | ERMD mentorship workshop with Lynn O’Neil 20
2012/06/27 | TBNR Launch 55
TOTAL 75
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¢ Environmental Education: TBNR staff reached 242 people over five visits with
environmental education messages this quarter. The EPWP workers also underwent some
environmental education on an informal basis during this time. See Table 5 amd Figures 40-
41 below for details.

Table 5. Environmental Education Statistics at TBNR (April — June 2012)

Name of Number of Number Number | Days
School/Community/Friends Schools Learners Adults of EE AT
EPWP worker team 0 0 40 1 Biodiversity & Importance of
Wetlands
Wolraad Woltemade 1 40 1 1 | Biodiverstiy - YES

Primary School
MAC Youth day with

Joined Youth day Programme

Mannenberg Primary 1 25 / 1 with Milnerton Aquatic Club

MAC Youth day with 1 16 0 1 Joined Youth day Programme

Mannenberg High School with Milnerton Aquatic Club
Joined SANCCOB programme.

Parklands College 1 68 4 1 Plants and fish dissection

Wolraad Woltemade 40 1 1 | Biodiversity - YES

Primary School

Totals 5 189 53 6

Figure 40. The Parklands school Vvisiting Figure 41. Artwork made by EPWP team
SANCCOB and Rietvlei on a combined excursion. members during rainy day environmental
education.

5.2 Stakeholder Engagement (internal meetings)

e TBNR staff attended five internal stakeholder meetings this quarter. See Table 6 below for

details.
Table 6. Records of intemal stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR.
Reserve Date Meeting/Workshop Purpose

2012/04/03 | TBNR staff with HR Management about potential shift roster Planning
2012/05/09 | ERMD meeting regarding the Rivergate development Planning

TBNR 2012/05/17 | Biodiversity monitoring workshop held at Rondeviei Planning
2012/06/19 | TBNR launch planning meeting Planning
2012/06/22 | North Region Protected Area Reviews: Rietviei Planning
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5.3 North District Meetings: Health and Safety, Monthly etc

¢ TBNR staff attended one Branch function this quarter. See Table 7 below for details.

Table 7. Records of district meeting relating to the TBNR.

Date

Venue

Type of Meeting (s)

2012/05/25

Mamre Information Centre

North Region Health and Safety Meeting

North Region Management Meeting

5.4 Environmental Resource Management Branch Meetings/Fun Days

e TBNR staff attended one Branch function this quarter. See Table 8 below for details.

Table 8. Records of branch meetings relating to the TBNR.

Date

Venue/Theme

2012/05/31

Branch meeting, False Bay Nature Reserve offices

6 HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
6.1 Staff Establishment

Table 9. TBNR staff complement.

Area Position Purpose Number *P/CE

Area Manager Functional / Operational Management 01 P
Assistant Cons Off Gate Control/Visitor Management/Law Enfor 02 P
Assistant Cons Off Conservation Compliance — Diep River 01 P

Milnerton Small Plant Operator | Chainsaw/Brushcutter/weed eaters etc 01 P
Foreman Supervision of junior staff 01 P
Senior Worker Labour/field ranging 04 P
Students Nature Conservation Diplomas 02 CE
EE Intem EE Programme Management 01 CE

*P/C E: Permanent or Contract Employees
TOTALS 13

Public Holidays: There were four public holidays this quarter (2012/04/06, 2012/04/09,
2012/04/27, and 2012/05/01). Essential staff were still on duty at the access control point.

Office relocation: Koos Retief relocated out of the Milpark Centre to the new TBNR offices at
Rietvlei. Presently no permanent electricity connection has been made. As a result computer
network and telephone connections have not been installed. Once the Eskom service is
provided, the on-line facilities will be provided and telephone numbers will be assigned.
These numbers will be communicated to the public and media in due course.

Peace officers card issued: Koos Retief and Clinton Roux were issued with peace officers
cards. Kyle Kelly and Christopher Singo still have to meet certain requirements to have their
cards issued.

Nature Conservation Students: The new Nature Conservation students from the CPUT for
the year 2012 are Robert Slater and Cassandra Ricketts. Both students were recommended
to produce posters of the research projects and to present these at the Fynbos forum 2012.
Robert Slater’s project relates to overwintering trial of water hyacinth biological control
agents. Cassandra Ricketts’s project relates to populations of Cape Dwarf Chameleons.
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e Internship Programme: The new environmental education intern, Bulelwa Speelman,
appears to have pulled out of the internship programme. This position will not be filled during
this internship period.

e EPWP work records: Below Table 10 details some of the main focus areas of the EPWP
teams at TBNR during this quarter.

Table 10. EPWP implementation (April — June 2012)

Team

Focus

Site

Wave's Edge
(orange) 17 staff
members

Alien clearing, weed pulling

RTV08, RTV09, RTV10, RTV06

Restoration work

Fire break maintenance

RTVO07

General maintenance (Removal of illegal
occupants structures in)

RTV08, RTV09 and RTV10

General litter clean-up

RTV06, RTV07, RTVOS,
RTV09, RTV10

Diep River (blue) 8
staff members

Alien clearing, weed pulling DRCO03b
Restoration work DRC 04
Fire break maintenance (planting

Carpobrotus edulis along the footpath)

Infrastructure maintenance (boom gate) DRCO03b

General maintenance (Litter clean up and
removal of illegal occupant structures)

General litter clean up Diep

DRC03a, DRC0O3b, DRC0O4

Biodiversity
Strategy
Implementation
(green) 17 staff
increased by 28 = 45
staff members

Alien clearing, weed pulling

RTVO3

Restoration work

Fire break maintenance

RTVO7

General maintenance

RTV06, RTVO7

General litter clean-up

RTV03, RTV06, RTV07

6.2  Staff Training

e TBNR staff attended fifteen person days of training this quarter. See Table 11 below for

details.

Table 11. TBNR staff hainini records.
6

TBNR 2012/04/10-12 | Chainsaw training 2
2012/04/18-19 | 4x4 off-road driving
2012/05/14-16 | Labour relations training 1
TOTALS 15
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7 TOURISM AND VISITOR STATISTICS

7.1 Summary of this quarter: January - March 2012

e A total of R34,141 was collected at the Rietvlei main entrance gate during this quarter (see
Table 12 below). This is R5,352 less than the R39,493 of the previous quarter. This is may
be due to the winter season. The financial year will close at the end of this quarter and new
tariffs will be applicable from 2012/07/01. See Figures 42-43 for pie charts relating to the

income and visitors.

Table 12. Income at TBNR during April 2012-June 2012

Description Apr | May | Jun Cost Quantity Income Total
Daily Entry
Adult (13+) 361 292 165 | R12.00 818 R 9 816
Children (3 -12) 90 57 28 R 6.00 175 R 1050
Children (under 3) 2 4 4 R 0.00 10 RO
Friends of Rietvlei (with proof) 32 13 4 R 0.00 49 RO
Power boats 24 23 16 | R42.00 63 R 2 646 R34 141
Senior (60+) 19 40 12 | R6.00 71 R 426
Student (with Student Card) 1 1 R 6.00 2 R12
Vehicles 173 129 83 | R16.00 385 R 6 160
Season Tickets
Adults 1 1 2 R 111.00 4 R 444
Family- (parents & 3 children to 13 years) 1 R 169.00 1 R 169
Seniors (60+) 1 1 R 56.00 2 R 112
General
Boat Testing (Mon-Fri) 14 5 3 R 37.00 22 R 814
Fishing (adult: 13 and older) 134 111 56 | R36.00 301 R 10 836
Fishing (children: 3-12) 29 25 6 R 12.00 60 R 720
Fishing (seniors: 60 and up) 19 18 11 R 12.00 48 R 576
Environmental Education
Learner (all other schools) 72 | R5.00 72 R 360
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Learners, R 360

B Day visitors

H Boats and tests
H Vehicles

B Annual permits
| Fishing

M Learners

Annual permits, R 725

Figure 42. Pie chart of income generated at TBNR during April - June 2012

Learner (all other

Student (with schools), 72

Senior Student Card), 2
(60+),

Friends of Rietvlei
(with proof), 49

Children W Adult (13+)
(uni%f 3), B Children (3-12)
® Children (under 3)

M Friends of Rietvlei (with proof)

B Senior (60+)

m Student (with Student Card)

i Learner (all other schools)

Figure 43. Pie chart of visitors through the TBNR control point during April - June 2012
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8 LAW ENFORCEMENT / COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT

¢ Woodbridge Island - Illegal Occupation under the Bridge: Though access control
measures at the Wooden Bridge have largely been effective at stopping illegal overnighting
under the bridge, this problem is not entirely resolved. Constant repairs to the access control
measures are required, and displaced people’s overnighting material has to be removed.

Figures 44-45. Removal of displaced people’s structures.

e TBNR: Diep River section security: Security has increased and reports of crime have
decreased due to more visible presence of TBNR staff in the Diep River section. There are
however still some isolated incidents reported in the media as illustrated in the below article.

TygerBurger Table View Page 2
“zzles po 7 ce responded to the call at 07:30.
SKeleton p Ilce The skeleton’s arms and legs were spread

open and woman's clothing was found in a
Local police are investigating the circumstan- bundle next to it. The body was removed by
ces surrounding human remains found in a Salt River mortuary, where an autopsy will
field in Table View last week. determine the gender of the deceased.
The skeleton was discovered on Wednesday An inquest docket with number 79/04/2012
momming in the bush bordering Gie Road. Poli- was opened.

Figure 46. Article reported on a body found in the Diep River section.

¢ Theft of Council property and poaching: Isolated incidents of theft of Council property
and poaching are still recorded. Below is an example of theft and a wire trap.

S W

Yo

Figure 47. Stolen signboard, Milnerton Lagoon. Figure 48. Wire trap found at Wave’s Edge.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT Page 27



9 INFRASTRUCTURE
9.1 Repairs and Maintenance
e TBNR staff conducted various general maintenance activities detailed in figures 49-54 below:

Figure 49-50. Path maintenance at SANCCOB and the indigenous garden near the environmental
education centre.

Figure 51. Accumulated rubble behind the Figure 52. An old grass cutter that has to be
environmental education that is being removed. removed.

Figure 53. Fence maintenance and firebreak Figure 54. An old boardwalk between the
cutting at Sandpiper Crescent. Milnerton Lagoon section and the Golf Course.
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e Restoration work: TBNR conducted restoration work by removing old derelict fencing
material from both the central pans area, as well as the northern section of the Milnerton
Racecourse section. See figures 55-56 below.

Figure 55. Removal of old derelict fencing Figure 56. Removal of old derelict fencing
material from the central pans. material from the northern part of the Milnerton
Racecourse section.

10 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
10.1 Capital Projects

e Signage installations: TBNR conducted signage installations at the Rietvlei main entrance
with a name sign and a regulatory sign. A second phase of regulatory signs will be rolled out
in the next quarter. See figures 57-58 below.

| TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE
Rietvlei Section

Figure 57. Regulatory sign at Rietvlei entrance.  Figure 58. Reserve name sign at Rietvlei
entrance.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT Page 29



¢ Rietvlei office construction: Various final upgrades were done in this quarter at the
Rietvlei offices and main entrance. These include the Biodiversity management identified on
the building, flagpoles, boom gates, gate reparations, landscaping and bollard fencing (see
Figures 59-64 below).

Figure 59. Biodiversity identifier on building. Figure 60. Flagpoles at main entrance.
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Figure 63. Landscaping around main entrance. Figure 64. Bollard fencing around building.

Koos Retief
Area Manager: Milnerton (Table Bay Nature Reserve)
Biodiversity Management Branch, Environmental Resource Management Department (ERMD), City of Cape Town

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT Page 30




