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1 AREA MANAGER’S SECTION

This quarterly report summarises the activities of the Biodiversity Management Branch in the
Milnerton Area, specifically in and around the Table Bay Nature Reserve (TBNR) for the period
from 1 July to 30 September 2012.

This report is designed to meet the basic internal reporting requirements, while at the same time
being written in such a way that stakeholders and role-players can refer to it for information
purposes. The more detailed reporting data and statistics are collated in separate spread sheets that
are not part of this report.

The staff presently consists of the TBNR team and three Expanded Public Works Programme
(EPWP) teams. This quarter was characterised by increased rain and flooding of the wetland.

2 HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

Some highlights at TBNR included an aerial photographic survey during which many images of
TBNR were obtained, as well as the completion of the replacement of 86 old nature reserve signs
with new signs bearing the new reserve name.

' 2.1 An aerial photographic survey was
conducted by Koos Retief and Bruce Sutherland
(City photographer) in a CIVAIR helicopter
(Figure 3). The survey was paid by Transport,
Roads and Major Projects (TRAMP) to monitor
progress in the construction of their Integrated
Rapid Transport (IRT) system between the Cape
\ Town City Centre and Atlantis. The flight took 30
R e minutes and partially covered Rietvlei and the
Milnerton Lagoon sections of the Table Bay
Nature Reserve (TBNR). Some of the
photographs taken during this flight of TBNR
(see Figure 1 above), can be used by the City-
= for marketing material as well as in the planning
N g T of work on the ground. Biodiversity Management

Figure 3. CIVAIR helicopter used in aerial survey. did not pay any costs of this survey.

2.2 Signage installations at TBNR (phase 1
and 2) have been concluded, resulting in 86 new
reseve sign boards being installed throughout the
reserve (see Figure 4). These signs are now
aligned to he City’s signage standards as they
were approved by the City Corporate
Communications Department. They are also
standardised across all the City’s nature
reserves. At TBNR the new “Table Bay Nature
Reserve” name was used as the main heading of
the signs, and the specific reserve section was
used as the subheading. Once the Rietvlei office
is on-line, the switchboard telephone number will
be added to the sign to advise the public how to
call reserve management. A third phase will be
rolled out shortly. Figure 4. One of the TBNR signs being installed.
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2.3 Electricity provision to the new Rietvlei office has been delayed extensively due to lengthy
processes at Eskom. The lack of power provision is holding up the network connections for the
computers in the offices as well as the phones that are reliant on City network connections. The
offices would be using City network phones and not Telkom phones. Once the power is connected,
the computer connections and telephones will be installed. The landline nhumbers will then be made
known to the public. In the interim the offices rely on other sources of power.
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2.4 Spring season has welcomed many with spectaular shows of wildflowers (Figure 5) and
nesting birds (Figure 6). The continued removal of invasive vegeation and rehabilitation work seems
to be paying off.

3 BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT

3.1 Management Effectiveness Tracking
Tool (METT) review: The City of Cape Town
conducts externally audited METT reviews of its
nature reserves every five years. METT is a
standardised tool that is used internationally to
review management of conservation areas.

During the City’s first five-year METT review,
Rietvlei Wetland Reserve, Diep River, and
Zoarvlei were reviewed as separate sites and
received individual scores. During this year’'s
review the TBNR was reviewed as a single site
(Figure 7), therefore comparison with the
previous reviews is not possible.

This year, however, TBNR’s score is 9% higher L Nk : i ] ‘
than Rietvlei Wetland Reserve’s score was at the Ffigure 7. Paul Britton and Adele Pretorius during a site
first review, indicating an improvement in meeting at Milnerton Racecourse section as part of the METT
management effectiveness. This improvement is review.

partly attributed to the consolidation of the sites pau| Britton and Howard Langley have been
into a single reserve, the drafting of an appointed by the City to form the external
integrated reserve management plan, and the auditing committee. Site meetings are conducted
construction of office and workspace on site. to verify the information in the review forms.

3.2 Protection status: Full Council approved the process for proclamation applications for the
nature reserves in the City. Table Bay Nature Reserve (TBNR) is part of the batch of reserves. A
Conservation Development Framework (CDF) was submitted to the Rietvlei Management
Working Group for comment. The comments on the CDF will be used to amend it accordingly. The
integrated reserve management plan is also completed. The only outstanding work is the survey
diagrams that have to be amended for subdivided properties to be included in the nature reserve
estate. Cliff Dorse is undertaking this work.
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4 CONSERVATION
4.1 Flora Management

4.1.1 Invasive vegetation management during this quarter was focused on (1) woody invasive
plants, (2) emergent weeds, (3) kikuyu grass, (4) prickly pear, and (5) water hyacinth. This work
was undertaken with TBNR and EPWP staff in the bird hide block, Rietvlei north shore, Rietvlei water
area, Table View boundary, Milnerton Lagoon, Milnerton canal, Zoarvlei North block, and the Diep
River section (see Table 1 below).

Table 1. Summari of invasive veietation clearini work.

Kader Asmal Projects Woody invasive plants and emergent weeds Diep River Section

Table View boundary

Woody invasive plants, kikuyu grass and emergent weeds Rietvlei North Shore

SANCCOB block

Woody invasive plants, kikuyu grass, prickly pears and emergent weeds Zoarvlei north block

Water hyacinth Milnerton Lagoon

Milnerton canal

Invasive perennial and annual weeds emerge by the end of winter and spring (see Figure 8
below). These include plants such as Lupins, Vicia species, Paterson’s curse, Lavateria’s, and
Nasturtiums. These are hand-pulled or lopped off before they set seed, and bagged for removal. The
availability of staff is essential, as any plants that remain will produce hundreds of new seeds.

T.&;\ o P [ i

Figure 8. EPWP workers rmoving invasive weed species Figure 9. Kikuyu grass dying after herbicide application.
from the bird hide block.

.

Kikuyu grass is one of the most invasive plants in TBNR (see Figure 9 above). These invasions
occur from the edges of private properties and road verges. TBNR and EPWP staff have been using
hercidide to combat these invasions. Cleared areas will be treated, where possible, with controlled
fire after which indigenous plants will be reintroduced.

Port Jackson is still prevalent in the Diep River section where much work has been done to
eradicate this plant. TBNR and EPWP staff have cleared the railway reserve on the northern edge of
the Diep River section (see Figure 10 below) to prevent the spread of seed into the TBNR. This work
is the Railways’ responsibility, but TBNR has had no response from the Railways about this work.

Water hyacinth was removed from the Milnerton Lagoon section (see Figure 11 above) by an EPWP
team. This work is on-going and is aimed at clearing the entire Diep River of water hyacinth. The
team is working under the supervision of Louise Stafford (Invasive Species Unit).
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F|gure 10. Clearlng of Port Jackson on rallway line near Diep Figure 11 Removal of water hyacmth |n M|Inerton Lagoon
River section. by an EPWP team.

4.2 Fauna Management
4.2.1 Monitoring of Wildlife: Game counts and sightings

A Coordinated Waterbird Count (CWAC) at TBNR was scheduled for 2012/07/20, but for various
reasons it was postponed to 2012/08/17. The census was attended by North Region staff Elzette
Krynauw, Elzanne Burger, Monwabisi Varoyi, as well as TBNR staff Koos Retief, Christopher Singo,
Sakhile Luhani, Rob Slater, Cassandra Ricketts, and volunteer Helm van Zyl.

The waterbirds numbered a total of 1,365 birds, comprising 41 species, including Dabchick 35,
White pelican 4, Whitebreasted cormorant 35, Reed cormorant 36, African darter 34, Grey heron 18,
Blackheaded heron 2, Purple heron 2, Little egret 6, Yellowbilled egret 3, Cattle egret 9,
Blackcrowned night heron 23, Sacred ibis 18, Glossy ibis 25, Hadeda ibis 5, African spoonbill 6,
Egyptian goose 74, Southern pochard 78, Yellowbilled duck 109, Cape teal 10, Hottentot teal 5,
Redbilled teal 23, Cape shoveller 68, Spurwinged goose 4, African fish eagle 2, African marsh harrier
1, Purple swamphen 3, Common moorhen 38, Redknobbed coot 178, African black oystercatcher 5,
Threebanded plover 1, Blacksmith lapwing 36, Greenshank 2, Blackwinged stilt 26, Water thicknee
13, Kelp gull 65, Hartlaub's gull 340, Caspian tern 1, Malachite kingfisher 3, Cape wagtail 3, and
Mallard 16. See Table 2 and Figures 12-13 below.

The terrestrial birds were surveyed by Helm van Zyl. These birds comprised an additional 19
species, including Cape Turtle Dove, Rock Dove, Laughing Dove, Cape Spurfowl, Helmeted
Guineafowl, Brown Throated Martin, Rock Martin, Common Starling, Crowned Lapwing, Pied Crow,
Cape Robin-Chat, Common Waxbill, Levaillant’s Cisticola, Karoo Prinia, Little Rush Warbler, Lesser
Swamp Warbler, Red Bishop, Cape Sparrow, and Cape Weaver.
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Table 2. Summarised data from CWAC census of 2012/08/17.

E
| B | 2| E
< 8| §| €| €| 5| &| £
s| | =| B 2| 5| 2| 8| 2| &| 2
2 Z| 2| E| £| §| 5| 5| 2| 2| £
2| €| 3| €| 2| £| &| & E| F|
Bird \ TBNR site Total a| 2| 3| 8| 8| | ¥ ®B 8| 8| &
TOTALS| 1365 212 | 96 50 | 117 | 75 [ 211 | 212 | 68 6 36 | 282
Dabchick 35 3 5 14 5 1 7
White pelican 4 a
Whitebreasted cormaorant 35 21 9 1 3 1
Reed cormorant 36 a 7 a 1 17 2 1
African darter 34 2 3 2 17 1 7 1 1
Grey heron 18 2 3 1 3 2 3
Blackheaded heron 2 1 1
Purple heron 2 2
Little egret 6 3 1 2
Yellowbilled egret 3 1 2
Cattle egret a 7 2
Blackcrowned night heron 23 16 7
Sacred ibis 18 13 2 2 1
Glossy ibis 25 11 1 a4 9
Hadeda ibis 5 2
African spoonbill 6 6
Egyptian goose 74 13 3 3 7 2 26 il 5 2 7
Southern pochard 78 73
Yellowbilled duck 100 20 4 13 21 6 8 25 4 &
Cape teal 10 2 8
Hottentot teal 5 5
Redbilled teal 23 12 5} 1 a
Cape showveller 68 6 7 27 2 26
Spurwinged goose 4 4
African fish eagle 2 2
African marsh harrier 1 1
Purple swamphen 3 2 1
Common moorhen 38 3 16 8 a 3 a
Redknobbed coot 178 36 2 15 17 93 3 7
African black oystercatcher 5 5
Threebanded plover 1 1
Blacksmith lapwing 36 10 4 a8 4 2 8
Greenshank 2 2
Blackwinged stilt 26 13 7 5]
Water thicknee 13 11 2
Kelp gull 65 1 27 1 34 2
Hartlaub's gull 340 33 26 1 1 31 31 1 22 28 | 116
Caspian tern 1 1
Malachite kingfisher 3 1 1 1
Cape wagtail 3 2 1
Mallard 16 9 5 1 1
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Figure 12, Pie chart of numbers of birds in various survey sections of CWAC 2012/08/17.
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Figure 13. Pie chart of groups of birds of CWAC 2012/08/17.

Invasive bird species like the Mallard (which includes the white Dutch Quaker) are a major
concern at TBNR. Mallards are known to interbeed with indigenous ducks species, affecting their
conservation. Residents are srongly discouraged from keeping Mallards and Quakers as pets.

Invasive Mallards comprised 1% of this quarter's CWAC census at TBNR.
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Road kills: Though speed controls and fence developments have drastically reduced the number of
roadkills in and around the TBNR, some deaths still occur. In previous years several Cape clawless
otters and grysbok were recorded killed on the R27 between Rietvlei and the coastal section. This is
now not so prevalent anymore. It is impossible to completely prevent roadkills, but reduced speed,
public awareness, and careful driving can help much in limiting such deaths. This Barn owl (Figure
14) and small grey mongoose (Figure 15) are some of very few isolated roadkils reported by the
public. Other animals spotted crossing roads around Rietvlei during this quarter were freshwater
crabs (Figure 16). Motorists are asked to please drive within speed limits and be on the lookout for
animals. The public can report killed animals to reserve management.

.
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Figure 15. Small grey mongoose found at Diep River. Figure 16. Freshwater crabs walkin
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4.3 Erosion Management

4.3.1 Shore line stabilisation methods were used to protect the northern shore of Rietvlei
against erosion. Near the Al Mare residential area, Phragmites australis was planted against the
shoreline to add to the reedbed that was already established there by TBNR staff previously. Figure
17 indicates new growth out of the stransplanted Phragmites stalks.

And at the fishing sites the kikuyu grass invaded banks are being rehabilitated by planting buffalo
grass, sourfigs and Cyperus plants (Figures 18-19). Future plans to protect the fishing shoreline
includes buildign fishing plantofrms which would prevent further tramspling of the shoreline.

TBNR staff are watering the plants with vlei water to prevent them from dying. Figure 20 is an
example of a successful shoreline stabiliation project. A similar successful project is underway at the
Milnerton Golf Course, where the golf course management team is doing the work.

F|gure 17 Phragm/tes australis was pIanted on northern
shore of Rietvlei to protect the shoreline.

F|gure 19 EPWP team plantlng sourflgs and Cyperus Figure 20. Example of successful shoreline stabilisation at
Rietvlei north shore.
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5 WATER MANAGEMENT

5.1 Water quality monitoring was done on 2012/07/31, 2012/08/28, and 2012/09/25. The
August water sampling was done by the Scientific Services laboratory staff due to TBNR staff not
being available on that day.

5.2 Rainfall at Rietvlei during this quarter was similar to the previous quarter. A 178 mm were
recorded, taking the total for this year up to 360 mm. See Table 3 and Figures 21-23 for graphic
representations of the rainfall data below. The graph bars indicate a slightly higher-than-average
record over the average line.

Table 3. Rietvlei rainfall data: Updated 2012/10/04

RAINFALL DATA: Updated on 2012/10/04

Ave 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012

January 10.658 16.0) 5789 35 80[ 160 1.0 1.5 4.0] 400 1.00{ 10.00] 500
February 5.7833 20] 100 60 089 4.0 7.0l 195 6.0 900 500 0000 000
March 7.9 0.0 101 322 70[ 145 40] 150 40] 000 1.00{f 7.00) 000
April 31.838 5.0] 18.8| 29.9| 10.8) 7895) 695 272 455 10.0) 3250 9.00{ 20.00] 56.00
May 50.646 261 48.7) 38.6] 2223 23| 5H41)1040] 425 440 94.00] 54.00/ 34.00{ 64.00
June 64.473 51.6) 364| 628 13.1] 66.8) 833 255) 1277 67.0) 83.000 71.00{ 93.00) 57.00
July 67.213 461 175.7) B9.5| 27.3| 658 38.0) 642| 96.0/ 116.0{ 57.00] 35.00[ 13.00{ 72.00
August 63.579 24.3| 108.7) 66.9| 811] 455 740] 450{ 86.0/ 685 79.00] 30.00/ 54.00{ 6&7.00
September 31.154 49.3| 61.5) 19.5[ 53.8) 178 30,00 12.0] 340 4.0) 47.00] 12.00{ 33.00) 39.00
October 25.646 5.3 312 337 253 118.0 9.8) 205] 220 2.0] 2900 0.00{ 10.00

November 20.8 8.8) 225/ 132 28] 30 9.8 31.0] 30.0f 460 6250] 12.00{ 8.00

December 11.3 25 105 201 155] 65 0.0) 45] 220{ 139.0{ 7.00] 10.00{ 18.00

TOTAL 219.0[ 5321 432.2] 293.7] 421.9] 402.9] 345.9] 541.7] 390.5] 504.0] 273.00 300.0] 360.0

NB: Open Spaces = No DATA (RED) indicates insufficient DATA
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Figure 21. Annual totals of rainfall at Rietvlei.
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Figure 22, Rainfall trends in 2012 over averages per month.
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Figure 23. Rainfall accumulation in 2012 vs overall average accumulation.

5.3 Water levels and flow rates have increased due to the higher rainfall this quarter. Some
water hyacinth in the lower Diep River system has washed out to sea (Figures 24-25), but much still
remains behind in canals and reed beds. Many temporary seasonal wetlands have filled up and some
internal roads have been flooded (Figures 26-27). The media have reported on large amounts of
litter that washed down with floods (Figure 28) and ended up at the Milnerton Lagoon. This situation
will unfortunately persist as long as there is a culture that littering is acceptable.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT Page 11



Figure 25. Water hyacinth washed up at the esuary mouth.
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Eues the beach twice a
¢ e beach is usually pris-
tine in the morning but the high
tide that comes in during the after-
noon brings garbage from other
parts of the city with it.

~ Mr Coleman is quick to add that
he is satisfied with the clean-up
efforts conducted on the beach.

“I must say that as a resident, 1
am very impressed with the energy
that the City has given to clean up
the beach every day.

_ “There is definitely visible clean-
‘ing that happens,” he said, addi
that residents should have notic
clean-ups “unless they are
)

¥ s > : ol -:“wamdmingcrm
Figure 28. Article in local press regarding the washing out of litter by winter floods.

Figure 27. Flooding of visitor roads at Rietvlei.

y rains, says City

are dispatched to the area, Ms Sinn«
said; e area will be inspected
daily and Solid Waste Managemen:
staff will be allocated on a daily
basis to clean and remove litter
Litter and beach rubble collected
from Lagoon Beach are removed in
bulk and taken to the City's Visser
shok landfill site while kelp is
removed only on “select high inten-
sitysuse nodal beaches.”
2 On the rest of the coastline, kelp
“is left on the beach.

*The City does not have a con-
tract in place to handle beach waste
Separation,” Ms Sims sud

How much the City and coun-
€ils pay for the whole process can
not be provided, said Ms Sims, as
*the work is carried out by a team
and is not budgeted separately.”

The City also could not give
information on whether the
amount of rubbish that has been
polluting Lagoon Beach and other
shores has increased or decreased
over the vears.

“This sort of data is unfortu-
nately not recorded due to the
nature of the operations, where
trucks and cleaning crews work in
various locations attending to dif-
ferent problems in the course of
any given period,” Ms Sims said.

Mr Player called on Capetoni-
ans to be more proactive in taking
care of their beaches.

“Are we fighting a losing battle?
No. Our love for the beach, the
* environment, and children’s future
tive nature as to wondering where

the litter comes from,” he said.
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t Zoarvlei outlet.

rid inserted a

Figure 30. Litter

5.4 Stormwater Management: Koos Retief
and Christopher Singo assisted Mr Luviwe
Noggala (Transport Roads and Stormwater) with
planning for future litter traps in the catchment
area. A planning session and site meeting was
conducted to assess the major sources of water-
borne litter problems in the catchment (Figure
29). The first litter traps were inserted at the
culverts under Marine Drive on the Zoarvlei side
(Figure 30). It is hoped that these litter grids will
prevent the buildup of unnecessary litter and
rubble in the culverts and help to keep them
unblocked. Machines were used to open the
Zoarvlei stormwater  outfalls and clear
accumulated sand in front of the pipes to prevent
flooding upstream (Figure 31).

- -

.Figure 31. Maintenance at the Zoarvlei stormwater outfalls.
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6 FIRE MANAGEMENT

6.1

Fire response preparedness: The TBNR is represented on the local Fire Protection

Association, and all fire preparedness is reviewed at this committee. Fire management in this quarter
was primarily controlled brush pile burning.

Figure 32. One of about 200 brush piles burnt by TBNR and
BBNR teams at Tydstroom Fynbos Broilers.

6.3 Future planned controlled burns:
Applications will be submitted for permits to
conduct controlled burning of reedbeds in
Zoarvlei and Wave's Edge. A permit was awarded
for Wave’s Edge, but during the winter season no
burning could take place, and therefore the
application was resubmitted.

6.4 Fire History mapping: The
Environmental GIS Section assisted in compiling
a fire history map for the TBNR (Figure 33). The
historic records were scrutinised as far back as
possible to enable mapping of all fires in the
reserve. The extent of any future fires would also
have to be recorded with a GPS. The data must
be submitted to the GIS technicians so that the
fire history map can be updated accordingly after
ever burn.

Detailed knowledge on the fire history of a
reserve is essential to planning preventative as
well as responsive measure to wildfires.
Furthermore, the appropriate fire history and age
of vegetation can help to plan controlled burns in
areas that are reliant on fire.

The public are requested to report all fires in the
TBNR to reserve management.

Figure 33. Draft fire history map of TBNR (opposite).

6.2 Controlled brush pile burning was
conducted by the TBNR team and the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve (BBNR) team at a
Stewardship Conservation Area in Atlantis called
the Tydstroom Fynbos Broilers.

The farm was cleared of invasive alien trees
about a year and a half ago. The Branch agreed
to assist the landowner with the brush burning
operations in order to assist the regeneration of
the indigenous Fynbos vegetation on site.

The farm conserves several Red List endangered
plant species and forms part of the City’s
Biodiversity Network in the Atlantis Area. The
brush piles were burnt individually, but it is
envisaged that the farm will burnt as a block
format in about five to six years’ time.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT
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7 COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT

7.1 Boundary management at TBNR is often complicated and involves several hundred private
landowners as well as open access systems (Figures 34-39). Vibracrete walls at the backs of
properties often receive dumping, graffiti and other illegal activities. TBNR staff responds to illegal
dumping by putting up signage and solid barriers to prevent vehicle access as well as removing the
material. Graffiti is also removed from walls facing the reserve. Private properties often illegally
allow dogs and cats to move into the TBNR (Figures 38). New visually-permeable wall designs in new
developments such as Parklands (see Figure 35) eliminate most of these problems.

Figure 34. Wooden bollards at Donegal Rd, Zoarvlei. Figure 35. New wall design in Parklands is desired standard.

Figure 39. Poles inserted under fence line to stop dogs. l
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7.2 Displaced people in Zoarvlei section have takern up residence in at least five known
locations. Law enforcement staff are liaising with the Displace People’s Unit (DPU) to remove their
structures and relocate the people. The sites of illegal structures are often a mess of litter and
pollution (Figures 40-43). Most of these people repeatedly return after their structures are removed.

5),"‘ i - A ; L W
Figure 43. Illegal structure in Zoarvlei section.

Figure 42. Illegal structure in Zoarvlei section.

7.3 The demolition of Maisel’s Cottage in Zoarvlei section was funded by a Ward allocation
and executed by a contractor appointed by the City (Figures 44-45). Maisel’s Cottage was inhabited
by illegal occupants and the City obtain an eviction order so the the structuwer could be demolished.

Figure 44. Demolition of Maisel’s Cottage in Zoarvlei section.
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7.4 Illegal plant collection in the Diep River has reduced since permanent staff patrol the area.
Normally waterblommetjies and arum lilies are collected illegally. These plants are confiscated by
TBNR staff when the collectors are apprehended. The man in the below picture has been
apprehended for arum lily collection previously (Figures 46-47). Future transgressions will result in
charges. The publis may report sightings of harvester to the reserve management.

Figure 46. A 209 arum lily flower heads confiscated from the  Figure 47. The man apprehended for being in possession of
man opposite. stolen arum lily flower heads.

7.5 Graffiti on walls facing the Zoarvlei section was covered with cream paint. Figures 48-49
are at Festival Street, and Figures 50-51 are at the Italian Club.

Figure 48. Graffiti on wall at Festival Street. Figure 49. Graffiti removed by TBNR team.

Figure 50. Graffiti on wall at Italian Club. Figure 51. Graffiti removed by TBNR team.
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7.6 Illegal cattle grazing in Diep River section contributed to the historic degradation of that
part of TBNR. Recent efforts to remove alien vegetation and to restore the natural habitat is still
hampered by occasional illegal entry of cattle. On 2012/08/08 about 50 cattle and two herders with
about 12 dogs were aprehended in the Diep River. The compliance officers were not available to
attend to the matter. Koos Retief, Clinton Roux and Robert Slater chased the cattle and dogs out of
the reserve (Figures 52-53). An interpreter was used to explain to the herders that they are not
allowed to graze their cattle in TBNR. In future cattle may be impounded by the City.

Figure 52. Cattle found illegaly grazing in Diep River section.

7.7 Other miscellaneous crimes included
an off-road motor-biker that tried to ride to
the seasonal pans in the Rietvlei section. Koos
Retief personally apprehended this rider and
removed him from the reserve (Figure 54).

Figure 55 indicates how vandals tried to cut
through a sign post with a hacksaw. The pole
was however filled with solid concrete, making it
impossible to be cut through.

Figure 56 indicates illegally planted aloes
being removed from the Rietvlei section at the
Milnerton Ridge boundary. Residents are not
allowed to plant any plants in a nature reserve,
especially not plants that are alien to this area.

Figure 54. Off-road motor-bike rAider apprehended.

I;ibure 55. Vandals not able to cut through sign post. Figure 56. Illegal plants removed (Photo: Clinton Roux)
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7.8 Oil pollution from the Seli-1 wreck continued to fall out on the coast line at Blouberg
Strand, and this was widely reported in the media (Figure 57). Qil control booms were placed at the
Milnerton Lagoon as a precaution, but no threat of oil pollution occurred at the estuary. Some
penguins however suffered from oil contamination in Table Bay and most of these birds ended up for
treatment at SANCCOB. Refer to “People and Conservation” section for more details.

T TR RS SR A R e g Ty
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Figure 57. Local media article about the Seli-1 wreck.
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8 PEOPLE AND CONSERVATION
8.1 Stakeholder Engagement (external meetings)

TBNR staff attended at least 13 external stakeholder meetings during this quarter. Table 4 below
summarises TBNR'’s involvement in these meetings.

Table 4. Records of external stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR.

TBNR | 2012/07/20 Zoarviei Management Advisory Committee (ZMAC) Feedbadk
2012/07/20 Friends of Rietvlei regarding Rietvie information boards Feedbadk
2012/08/10 EPWP and DEA regarding implementation of boardwalk construdtions at Rietviei Feedbadk
2012/08/14 Cape West Coast Fire Protection Assodation (FPA) meeting Planning
2012/08/14 C2C Consulting and MSD Construdion regarding Rietviei office waterproofing Planning
2012/08/29 Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) regarding student progress Feedbadk
2012/08/31 Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) student interviews for 2012 Planning
2012/09/10 Pat Titmuss regarding Rivergate development Planning
2012/09/17 Rietviei Management Working Group (RMWG) Feedbadk
2012/09/19 Subcoundl 15 (Pinelands) regarding Branch Annual Report Feedbadk
2012/09/20 Subcoundl 1 (Blaauwberg) regarding Branch Annual Report and Bongani Mnisi’s presentation Feedbadk
2012/09/21 Zoarviei Management Advisory Committee (ZMAC) Feedbadk
2012/09/25 Rietvlei Trust Fund meeting in Julia Wood's office Planning

8.2 Stakeholder Engagement (internal meetings)

TBNR staff attended at least five internal stakeholder meetings this quarter. See Table 5 below
summarised the TBNR’s involvement in these meetings.

Table 5. Records of internal stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR.

TBNR 2012/07/10 Meeting with ERMD regarding vacant Rietvlei intern position Planning
2012/07/13 Protect Area (PA) Reviews Audit
2012/08/13 Management Effectiveness Tracking Tool (METT) Reviews Audit
2012/09/11 Mfundo Wotsitsa regarding TBNR fire history map Planning
2012/09/13-14 Taiwanese Learner Exchange visit Workshop

8.3 North District Meetings: Management and Health & Safety

TBNR staff attended two regional meetings this quarter. See Table 6 below for details

Table 6. Records of district meeting relating to the TBNR.

2012/08/31 Rietviei Education Centre North Region Management and Health & Safety meeting

2012/09/21 Eerstesteen Cabin North Region Management meeting
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8.4 Environmental Resource Management / Branch Meetings / Fun Days

TBNR staff attended one Branch function this quarter. See Table 7 below for details

Table 7. Records of branch meetings relating to the TBNR.

2012/08/30 | Kristo Pienaar Centre Branch meeting

8.5 Benefits, use of facilities, and media headlines

8.5.1 Rietvlei Boma Usage: The Rietvlei boma was used by about 117 people over five formal
meetings this quarter. See Table 8 below for details of its usage

Table 8. Rietvlei boma usage and benefits to people in person days.

2012/09/03 CCT & EPWP Invasive Species Management Herbicide applicator training 24
2012/09/04 CCT & EPWP Invasive Species Management Herbicide applicator training 24
2012/09/05 CCT & EPWP Invasive Species Management Herbicide applicator training 24
2012/09/26 CCT Environmental Compliance Skippers training 25
2012/09/28 CCT Economic Development Department Workshop 20

TOTAL 117

8.5.2 Rietvlei Education Centre Usage: The Rietvlei Education Centre was used by about 105
people over about 5 formal meetings this quarter. See Table 9 below for details of its usage.

Table 9. Rietvlei Education Centre usage and benefits to people in person days.

2012/09/12 CCT Atlantis Fire Fire and life safety education 20
2012/09/19 CCT Atlantis Fire Fire and life safety education 20
2012/09/26 CCT Atlantis Fire Fire and life safety education 15
2012/09/27 CCT Environmental Compliance Skippers training 25
2012/09/28 CCT Environmental Compliance Skippers training 25

TOTAL 105

8.5.3 Environmental Education: TBNR staff reached about 169 people over five visits with
environmental education messages this quarter. See Table 10 below for details.

Table 10. Environmental Education Statistics at TBNR.

2012/07/02 Holiday Programme 28 3 31 Bird Kingdom

2012/07/03 Holiday Programme 22 - 22 Wetland Adventure

2012/07/04 Holiday Programme 18 = 18 Little Five

2012/07/05 Holiday Programme 28 6 34 Ultimate Survivor

2012/09/04 Kenmere Primary School 62 2 64 YES - Arbour week programme
TOTALS 5 158 11 169 TOTALS
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8.5.4 Various training courses took place around Rietvlei including Community Fire Safety, Fire
Fighting Drills (Figure 58), and Skippers’ Training (Figure 59). Rietvlei is a venue of choice for
training in water-based activities such as boating and diving. These training activities are integrated
with the recreational users of the reserve. Most of the skills developed at Reitvlei through these
training courses are applied by City departments to better manage the City.

Figure 58. Fire fighting drills at Rietvlei. Figure 59. Skippers’ Training at Rietvlei.

8.5.5 Taiwan Learner Exchange: TBNR
hosted an exchange learner form Taiwan for two
days. The programme took the Taiwanese
delegate to various locations and projects in the
TBNR (Figures 60-61), including the Diep River
and Fynbos Corridor, the Milnerton Racecourse,
the Milnerton Lagoon, the bird hide block
restoration area, and the Rietvlei recreational
water area. Spring wildflowers provided a great
opportunity for assessing the benefits of habitat
restoration and controlled burning in various
locations, and visit to SANCCOB also highlighted
the plight of the penguins oiled by the Seli-1
wreck. This exchange programme facilitated
much learning between Cape Town and Taiwan
and TBNR hopes to host future learners again.

Figure 61. Simone Greveling pointing out rare and Figure 62. A boat road at Rietvlei
endangered vegetation to the Taiwanese exchange learner
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8.5.6 The Milnerton Aquatic Club presented the Table Bay Nature Reserve offices with a replica
of a postal stone artefact found at the location of excavations in the club grounds. The artefact is of
great historical importance and the original stone is in safe keeping at the Iziko Museum. The replica
will be displayed at the Rietvlei office, along with prints of old naval charts of Table Bay. A local

newspaper reported on the matter in the press (Figure 63).

e ee——y ~

2 j I
LEON STEENKAMP

A cast of an archaeological treasure is the
Jatestaddition to the collection of attracti-
onsat the Table Bay Nature Reserve situa-
ted at Rietvlei.

The cast was made of an inscribed stone
found on the premises of the Milnerton Aqua-
tics Club 22 years ago.

“I was secretary of the club at the time. A
pole for a sign had to be planted at the gate
leading into the club grounds. I asked Ri-
chard, who was the groundsman at the time,
to dig the hole on 4 January 1990,” recalls Pat
Downing a well-known member of the club.

Whilst digging, Pat heard shrieks from the

gardener and then saw him running towards
her with great excitement.

The stone with writing on it that he showed
her was clearly very old and Downing phoned
the South African Cultural History Museum

in Cape Town and told them about the find.
Qel‘el)resentative was sent to collect the sto-

“The ground on which the clubhouse is
built, was used as a dumping ground for all
the rubble that was removed from the exca-
vation of the building of the Golden Acre
Centre. Therefore it was presumed that the
stone had been brought in with the rubble.
Nevertheless it was an historic find and Ri-
chard was excited and proud about the fact
that he had found it,” Pat says.

According to the South African Archaeo-
logical Society (SAAS) it is likely that the
stone was originally placed on the shore of
Table Bay in what is now central Cape
Town.

A translation of the inscription reads:
“The (ship) Vitoria, captain Cristavao de
Mendonca, came here on the 25th of May
1524. A coin was placed (underneath). All
well. God be praised.”

i t relic
SAAS dates this stone as the oldest re

in’ls‘:fxth Africa of the early Portuguese naviga-
tors, after the fragments of the‘padrao (me.mori;
al cross) left by Bartolomeu Dias at Kwaaihoe
east of Port Elizabeth in 1488, and.another mts-
cribed stone from Mossel Bay believed to date

1500.
mA press conference to announce the find at
the Milnerton Aquatics Club was held at the

seum on 5 July 1990. i
ml[l!oth Richard and Pat were invited to the
function.

The then mayor of Milnerton and Pat each
received a cast of the stone.

a stone’s throw from Cape history

in our trophy cabinet for years
ally notices it. We felt we wanted
?:gisz g.r;zrt;e n);w Table Bay _Nature BQSErve
it was found on their premises and
it will receive more exposure being part of its
display,” Ross Cowing commodore of MAC
exgl?rgetgim Koos Retief, manager of' the re-
serve, thanked the club for the donation and
confirmed that the artifact will be a welcome
addition to the centre and h_elp in fulfilling
an educational role to especially the youth.
The original stone is on display in the Iziko

Museum.

“It has been

sat Downing with the cast of the postal stone that the Milnerton Aquatics Club (MAC) donated
lo the Table Bay Nature Reserve last week. Also present were (left) Ross Coswing (MAC Com-

nodore) and Koos Retief (manager of the Table Bay Nature Reserve).

Photo: Leon Steenkamp

Figure 63. The replica of the postal stone handed over to the TBNR by Ms Pat Downing and Mr Ross Cowing.

_8.5.7_ The Seli_-1's impacts continue to affect people’s perception of the wreck, as well as wildlife,
|nclud|_ng penguins from oil contamination of oil. SANCCOB has been involved in rehabilitation the
penguins and media has reported widely about this incident (Figures 64-66).

Treasury request for Seli 1 fix

| City officials hope a request for funding
| from the National Treasury will finally
| provide a solution to the removal of the Se-
1i 1 wreck along Table View beach.

As a direct result of continuous engage-
ment and pressure from the City of Cape
Town, the National Department of Trans-
port has submitted a request to National

| Treasury to seek funding to the estimated

. amount of R40 million.

| The amount is based on the calculations
_made last year, to salvage the wreckage of

* the stranded vessel.

. The Turkish bulk carrier ran aground

. along the coast of Table Bay in 2009 and has

nce been responsible for two major oil

-}ﬁd&'repeatedly engaged with the
tments of transport and environ-

mental affairs with a view to finding a per-
manent resolution.

“It is unfortunate that these parties did
not engage with the city sooner when we
requested them to attend a meeting with
other relevant stakeholders in February
this year; and that the issue of the neces-
sary funding for the salvage operation is
taking so long to settle,” said JP Smith,
mayoral committee member for safety and
security.

“The proactive salvage effort that was
suggested by the city and South African
Maritime Safety Authority (Samsa) at that
stage would almost certainly have pre-
vented the oil spill that occurred over the
weekend,” Smith said last week.

The matter will serve before cabinet this
month and approval is now being awaited.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE - QUARTERLY REPORT

The city is currently ascertaining from
the department of transport what progress
has been made since the last engagement
in respect of investigating options for the
wreck reduction.

The city’s position remains that the
wreck must be removed in the interests of
public safety and the environment.”

“We eagerly await a response to the re-
quest from the National Department of
Transport by the National Treasury on the
availability of the funding, which will al-
low us to consider our options thereafter,”
Smith said.

“We must ensure the removal of the
wreck as soon as possible to reduce further
oil risk, the erosion of the coastline adja-
cent to the wreck and the visual and envi-
ronmental impact,” Smith said.
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Figure 64. Article about the Seli-1 wreck.
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Figure 65. Article about the Seli-1 wreck.

ns take brunt of oil
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National Park.
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The beach at Table View was again covered
with oil on Saturday morning after rough seas
led to the further breaking up of the stranded

- Seli 1 wreck. The spill follows almost exactly

a year after the first such disaster which hap-

- pend after winter storms caused the wreck to =

rehabilitation process,” said Sanccob chief
executive officer, Venessa Strauss.

“To date, 88 penguins have been washed
at the centre and will be in the care of Sane-
cob's experienced staff and volunteers for
the next two to three weeks before being
deemed fit for release back into the wild.”

Strauss added that they will ensure that
there is no threat of the birds oiled
again from this vessel before they are re-
leased. y

“Aerial surveillance flights from the De-
partment of Environmental Affairs have not
been able to shed light on the location of the
oil slick as yet,” she said.

A number of affected birds are still be-
lieved to be on the island. Sanccob sent out
ateam on Saturday lead by Dr Nola Parsons,
Sanccob’s veterinarian and researcher, to
assist the current Barthwatch team. The fo-
cus will be especially on sweeping the is-
land's nesting areas for oiled birds and iden-
tifying chicks that may be abandoned as a
result of their parents being oiled.

“Currently, Sanccob has the situation ful-
Iy under control and there is currently no
need for additional volunteers, We do, how-
ever, ask the public to help with the rehabili-
tation of these oiled African penguins, by
kindly visiting http://www.sanceob.co.za/
you-can-helphtm] to make a donation, adopt
4 penguin or become & member of our organ-
isation today," Strauss added.

Figure 66. Article about SANCCOB's response to oiled penguins.
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break in three on 2 September 2011. Article
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One of the olled penguins from Robben Island
that have boen treated at Sanccob In the last
two wooks following another oll splll by the Se-
! .
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8.5.8 The proposed redevelopment of the Gold Circle track and stables at Milnerton
Racecourse has been widely published in the local media (see Figures 67-70). The racecourse is no
longer used by Gold Circle for races, only for training. The stables still house the training horses, but
Gold Circle is looking to sell this land for development.

The Milnerton Racecourse section of TBNR consists of two separate blocks that are divided by
Sandown Crescent. The City is commenting in the rezoning application that a part of the main grass
track should be set aside as a faunal movement corridor and be included in the conservation area.
This will maintain connectivity between the two parts of the reserve.

The prospect of the redevelopment of the Gold Circle stables has brought mixed reaction in the
public, and several objections have been entered.

Have your say
about Gold Circle
development

Cheryl Heath,
Royal Ascot R

We would like 1o get the Royal Ascot,
Milnerton Ridge and Milnerton resi-
dents mobilised over the redevelop-
ment of our beautiful Gold Circle
horse training site.
The concerns are:

® There was no public participa-
tion. (90% of the registered letters the
City council sent were addressed
incorrectly, so the public did not
know abox;l the rezoning and redevel-
opment of this important site.

® No models or plans were made
available, apart from an illegible A4
piece of paper and some readi
material at the library. The land own-

once Gold Circle move off the site.
® Through a handful of con-
ocmegi__leaide:bt:;vho bediawvened this
rezoning was about to be approved
‘council, we have pto have a{'.i
re-advertised and need all concerned
homeowners to now take an active
part in 2l(n’aving their say by Monday

dudéinyouroljectiom:hmno
tion of Administrative Justice Act 3 of

ehorpro The
meaee S
veloprent in July, g read and
mmmmﬂ% me:‘mm
Mr Heath sid the Gy hud, mx&;ﬁ
however, wed the excue that it - addreed
hud done this not because of any i Mr
e 6
been: odoso n’ecﬂ}’hﬂs
amay, due 1o the
m.mm
i
rllnlke plans
belore 3 rezoing

icient notice.

of our concern,”
.uhn‘:‘w
i
Vs
not addressed :ﬂmmw
anyofour " eid e Rane
A members had
concems , woiced concerns
in late 2009 about the
o e e vk
ity it i
Bat, Mr Heath iso't byt this, ~ them when the Land Use Planniny
th-nwmddtlnr}m Ordinance (LUPO) wnml:nlll’ Whoyal

ers and planners wish to develop
300 000m’® on 17.67 hectares

@ The proposal allows for three
times that of the existing Royal Ascot
(16 000m* /ha compared to 5 500
m?/ha at Royal Ascot) and present
property owners will lose value.

® Only 1% has been allocated for
public open space, whereas Royal
Ascot has 15% public open space
excluding the fynbos.

@ No thought has been given o
our wonderful heritage. The horse
track and training track are over 100
years old and must be protected.

® We should insist development
only happens where the stables are.
There should be no blocks of flats.

® We must insist on a meeting with
all residents, planners and council offi-
cials with detailed plans and models.
This is the least that should be done
to protect the mpcnz'limemts of all
Ropy;loAloot ov}r,ncrs who bought into
an equestrian estate

® Huge security risks are at play

2000, application number 182833, for
the evelopment  of  erven
8608,12585,1 , 8641, 1077, Milner-
ton Gold Circle.

Include your name, address, erf
number-and contact phone numbers
and send to Beryl Shamrock at email:
beryl.shamrock@capetown.gov.za or
snail mail: 87 Pienaar Road, Milnerton
or PO. Box 35 Milnerton 7435.

@ This letter has been shortened.

homeowners the City mailed —ted, at which stage they would hase
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et on their dog et on the ste, a process that, ot only been
Ve o e i o o b
‘general lack of information about kmlrmﬁm;: E:d,zzmummmm i)

ot

suddenly had all the necemary

The Ciychimed thad a
m-am# on

the Citynoy mﬂd-mlﬂyph:r' :

of flat

®
A royal pain
. ¥ s o)
in the Ascot
The Ciiy is accused of trying to sneak through a
development that would turn an equestrian estate’s

grassy track into a tight press of flats, offices and ware-
houses, ending Milnerton’s century-old horsey heritage

Something’s not right

l z Ascot residents have been given another chance, until
:ly:]nday August 20, to object to what could be a large-scale

idential, industrial and business development.

While the City claims it had to re-advertise because too much
time had passed, and not because a concerned resident Tony Heath
threatened it with legal action if it didn’t, something seems odd.

The City declared it had found a missing file, which somehow
meant it could give developers permission without re-advertising.
They were also reluctant to re-advertise, according to Mr Heath.

The average resident would struggle to understand the plans
because a 300 000m* development has been summarised on an A4
document. No models or presentations were supplied.

The City, by its own admission, is doing the bare minimum to
inform ratepayers about a large development on their doorstep. It’s
a worrying stance.

If a “slip-up” as large as 700 notices going to the wrong place
could be avoided through an effective communication strategy, per-
haps it is time the City changes its approach.

It’s strange that rates bills are sent to the correct addresses, yet
notices about a large development were incorrectly addressed.

Figure 67-70. Articles relating to the proposed Gold Circle stables redevelopment at Milnerton Racecourse.
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8.5.9 The TBNR office launch appread in the City of Cape Town’s CONTACT magazine is a two-
page feature (Figures 71-72). The article highlights various benefits and values of the nature
resevre, as well as projects being managed on the ground.
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The City’s new Table Bay Nature Reserve has been officially opened, a singly managed conserved area that
comprises several former ‘reserves'. This amalgamation will greatly enhance the biodiversity management
capabilities for the area, an increasingly built-up part of Cape Town.
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Figures 71-72. CONTACT magazine article on TBNR launch.

8.5.10New Rietvlei information sign boards are being designed by the Friends of Rietvlei,
Chevron, and City of Cape Town. The sign boards offer interpretive information over a series of eight
sign boards in three languages. Once the boards are completed they will be put up at Rietvlei. Below
are two examples of the boards in the design phase (Figures 73-74).
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Emmchmg dovelopmant roducas
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PROPER CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT
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matntain river inflow during dry
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eads of Riotulal.

Figures 73-74. Examples of sign boards.
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9 HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

9.1 Staff Establishment

9.1.1 The staff at TBNR consists of 11 permanent staff members and about 71 non-permanent
staff members of various types. See Table 11 below for details.

Table 11. TBN\R staff omplement.

Milnerton Area Manager Fundional / Operational Management 1
Assistant Cons Off Gate Control/\Visitor Managementy/Law Enforcement 2
Assistant Cons Off Conservation Compliance — Diep River 1
People & Cons Off Environmental Education Officer 1
Foreman Supervision of junior staff 1
Small Plant Operator Chainsaw/Brushautter/weed eaters etc 1
Senior Worker Labour/field ranging 4
Students Nature Conservation Diplomas 2
Intemn EE Programme Management 0
External EPWP Labour 69
TOTALS 11 71

9.1.2 Various Expanded Public Work Program (EPWP) teams are working at TBNR. There are
altogether about 69 EPWP workers reporting to Rietvlei office and they are managed on a daily basis
by TBNR staff and/or EPWP appointed supervisors. The teams consist of 16 people for alien clearing
in Rietvlei, eight people for alien clearing in Diep River, and 45 people for Biodiversity
implementation projects.

9.1.3 Capacity building in the EPWP teams takes various forms. EPWP staff attends various types
of training in formal short courses, daily health-and-safety talks, as well as on-the-job coaching.
TBNR staff have also instituted a quarterly social get together during which EPWP staff interact with
management over a digital presentation of the quarterly report (Figure 75). This interaction builds
trust as well as encourages learning.

A recent success is Mr Monwabisi Varoyi (Figure 76) who was selected to fill a permanent position at
the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve under the management of Charline Mc Kie. EPWP staff is
encouraged to learn while they work and to practice essential skills for permanent employment.

/

-~ 4
) R
Figure 75. EPWP staff at a quarterly gathering to discuss the  Figure 76. EPWP worker, Monwabisi Varoyi, was selected
quarterly report. for a permanent position at Witzands Aquifer NR.
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9.2 Staff Training

9.2.1 TBNR staff attended training over 94 person days this quarter. See Table 12 for details.

Table 12. TB\R staff training records.
TBNR 2012/07/30 Health & Safety representative training 1 1
Various EPWP First Aid Training (2 days) 4 8
EPWP Health & Safety (2 days) 5 10
Herbicide applicator training (3 days) 25 75
TOTALS | 94

9.2.2 Nature Conservation Students: The Nature Conservation students, Robert Slater and
Cassandra Ricketts, both attended the Fynbos Forum 2012. Robert Slater’s project relates to
overwintering trial of water hyacinth biological control agents. Cassandra Ricketts’s project relates to
populations of Cape Dwarf Chameleons. Below are the posters that they presented (Figures 77-78).

The effects of the biocontrol agent
(Neochetina bruchi) on the Water Hyacinth
(Eichhornia crassipes) during the winter
within the Table Bay Nature Reserve.
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Figure 77. Robert Slater’s draft Fynbos Forum 2012 poster.
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A comparison of the Cape Dwarf
Chameleon (Bradypodion pumilum)
population in three different
vegetation types at Table Bay Nature
Reserve.

COTY OF CAPE TOWN | ISINERD SASERAP | STRD LLAFSIAD

INTRODUCTION
The Cape Dwarf Chamelzons (B, pumium) morphological adaptations, migration and plant preference has been vastly studied. Their distribution has also been
studied in many areas. Their wegetation type preference along the West coast and Table Bay Mature Resene has however not been reseanched. The Cape
Dwarf Chameleon s endamic to the Westemn Cape and has a restricted distribution as well as having a high lewe] of threat to their favoured habitats. There ane
15 species identfied in the Bradypodion genus. Several of these species have been dassified as Threatened by the Intemational Lnion for Conservation
{IMCH). The IUCH states of the Cape Dwarf Chameleon is still under investigation but their population numbers are expected to have decreased. The
consenvation and survival of the Cape Dwarf Chamedson in protected areas may be further aided if their vegetation type preference is discovered and taken
into consideration.
OBJECTIVES
—— | -Toestimate the Cape Dwarf Chamelzon papulation sze at Rietvlel (Cape Lowlands
A Freshwater Wetlands)
-
S

=T estimate the Cape Dwarl Chamedeon population size at Mineron Racecourse Section
- (Cape Flats Sand Fynbos)
4 =T estimate the Cape Dwarf Chameleon population sze at Table Bay coastal section
e (Cape Flats Dune Strandveld)
=T compare the population sizes of the Cape Dwarf Charmeleon within the three diffierent
C vepetation types

H RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The population of B. pumilum was monitered in thres sites within the Table Bay Mature
L Reserve. Each site was mndomly selected in each vepstation type and a 1000m* area was
. marked outin each . A team of four collectors and assistants was used on each oocasion.
The equipment wsed for data captuning was a standard tape measure, a pair of metal
callipers, gnd paper. field data sheets, cipboards, pencls, torches, a global postioning
= v i = cystem and a black non-toxic permanent rrarker. This study uses the methed of Capture- : 2 ;
Fm——— Mark- Recapture (open population). Moctumal surveys were conducted during the months of === =
March 2012 to April 2012 The sampling was camied out for three consecutive nights in each
of the three sites for two hours 2ach night.

DISCUSSION
RESULTS The high population of Cape Dwarf Chamedeons in Cape Flats
Vegetation Typs [I0BLns.Of  [Mo bresclsn M= Adun [ Sand Fynbos is due fo the dense vegetation and high canopy

spread cover. The dominant plant species was Blegia feciomim,
e " n g 1 the Cape Dwarf chameleons favoursd plant for perching and
e Pl a T : hunitirg. Lower populations are found in Cape Flats Fresh Water
Ireatmrar Wetlands due to the presence of many predators, the area is
— - - - < also much langer and the population may be highly dispersed
vl and less isciated. The Cape Flats Dune Strandveld has low

wepgetation not suitable for the Cape Dwarf chamelecn as they

prefer wegetation from 0.4 mbo 1.7 m high. The temperatures
are also much lower on the coastal section

Figure 78. Cassandra Rickett’s final Fynbos Forum 2012.

Public Holidays: There was one public holiday this quarter (2012/09/24). The reserve was
nevertheless still open to the public.
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10 TOURISM AND VISITOR STATISTICS

10.1 Summary of this quarter: July — September 2012

10.1.1Entrance and revenue: A total of R32,699 was collected at the Rietvlei main gate during
this quarter. This was R1,442 less than the R34,141 of the previous quarter (see Table 13 below).

See Figures 79-80 for pie charts relating to the income and visitors to the Rietvlei section.

Table 13. Visitor statistics: July 2012 - September 2012

Adult (18+) 207 142 345 | R 12.00 R 8 328
Children (3 -17 ) 86 37 79 R 6.00 202 R 1212
Children (under 3) 1 4 5 R 0.00 10 RO
Senior (60+) 13 6 35 R 6.00 54 R 324
Student (with Student Card) 3 3 R 6.00 R 36

enceotmes | s | o [ e [vom | s [ro |
Leomeraiomerscroon) | @ | | [nsoo | s [ram |

Vehicles 127 88 176 | R17.00 391 R 6 647
Power boats 27 16 38 R 44.00 81 R 3 564
Seniors Season tickets (60+) 1 1 R 59.00

Adults Season tickets 1 1 R 115.00

Family Season tickets 1 2 1 R 175.00

Fishing (adult: 18 and older) 84 65 120 | R 38.00 R 10 222
Fishing (children: 3-17) 31 12 20 R 13.00 63 R 819
Fishing (seniors: 60 and up) 9 2 12 R 13.00 R 299
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M Daily Entry
B Environmental Education
= Vehicles and Craft

M Season Tickets

Environmental ™ General (fishing)
Education, R 200

Season Tickets, R 1 048

Figure 79. Pie chart of income generated at TBNR during this quarter.

Friends of Rietvlei, 58 Learners, 40

Students, 6
Seniors, 54

Under 3's, 10

B Adults

M Children

® Under 3's

B Seniors

M Students

H Friends of Rietvlei

W Learners

Figure 80. Pie chart of visitors through the TBNR control point during this quarter.
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11 INFRASTRUCTURE
11.1 Repairs and Maintenance
11.1.1Drainage repairs were undertaken at the tourist road in the Rietvlei picnic area. This is

because local rainfall was damming up on the road, causing damage and potholes. TBNR staff
inserted a drainage pipe and covered the road surface again (see Figures 81-82).

igure 81. Inserting a drainage pipe.

11.1.2Various other maintenance tasks were
executed.

The removal of derelict and disused
infrastrcture, such as old sign boards (Figure
83) assist in restoring the habitat. During the
installation of the new TBNR signage, most of
the old signage that displayed the old reserve
names were all removed. The signs and poles
were returned to storage areas at the Rietvlei
offices. Much of the materials can be reused or
recycled.

Various internal roads and water services
were also maintained and repaired (Figures 84-
85) by Roads and Stormwater Department as
well as Water Services.

Figure 84. Tourist road at Rietvlei being scraped by the Figure 85.A Leaking water main at Rietvlei ablution blocked
Roads Department depot machinery. was repaired.
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11.1.3Maintenance work continued: Other maintenance work included, but was not limited to,
the cutting open of fire breaks and fence lines (Figure 86), the painting of buildings at the main
entrance (Figure 87), and the placement of wooden bollards to indicate parking ares and no-go
areas (Figures 88-91)

Flgure 86. Maintenance of the fire break and fence line at Figure 87. Buildings at the main entrance were painted a

Sandpiper Crescent. uniform cream colour.

P

Figure 88. Bollards that replaced a part of an old fence at Figure 89. Bollard indicating parking areas at fishing stes to
MAC. prevent damage to shore line.

Figure 90. Planting of bollards around the entrace. Flgure 91. Plantmg of ollards around the office.
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12 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

12.1 Capital Projects

12.1.1Signage installations: 84 new reserve signs were purchased and installed at TBNR this
quarter. This included 24 for the Rietvlei Section, 9 for the Coastal Section, 10 for the Zoarvlei, 7 for
Milnerton Lagoon, 3 for Milnerton Racecourse, 18 for the Diep River, and 13 for the Fynbos Corridor.

Figure 96. Installation of signs in the field.

Figure 95. Dr
base of the pole to prevent removal from concrete.
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Figure 97. Two signs at Rietvlei launch areas need
replacing.
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12.1.2Rietvlei office construction:

A construction defect at the Rietvlei office started
to emerge with the winter rains. The reception
entrance area’s sky-light was not properly water-
proofed, and as a result some water damage
occurred. Figure 98 indicates a site meeting
between the City, the construction company
(MSD Construction), and the Consulting
Engineers (C2C Consulting).

The options for repairing the damage were
discussed and MSD have committed to
undertaking the repairs. These repairs will be
undertaken in the next quarter

Koos Retief
Area Manager: Milnerton (Table Bay Nature Reserve)

Figure 98. MSD, C2C and City meeting to discuss
waterproofin of skylight at the office (photo: Bongani Mnisi).

Biodiversity Management Branch, Environmental Resource Management Department (ERMD), City of Cape Town
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