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Figure 1. Aerial view of Table Bay Nature Reserve (photo by Bruce Sutherland). 

 

Figure 2. Sections of the Table Bay Nature Reserve. 
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1 AREA MANAGER’S SECTION 

1.1 This quarterly report summarises the activities of the Biodiversity Management Branch in the 

Milnerton Area, specifically in and around the Table Bay Nature Reserve (TBNR) for the period from 1 

October to 31 December 2012. This report is designed to meet the basic internal reporting 

requirements, while at the same time being written in such a way that stakeholders and role-players 

can refer to it for information purposes. The more detailed reporting data and statistics are collated in 

separate spread sheets that are not part of this report. 

1.2 Dr Frank Wygold (81) passed away sometime between Friday night (2012/09/28) and 

Tuesday morning (2012/10/2) when he was found in his premises at the West Coast Field Studies 

Centre at the Brooklyn Chest Hospital. Dr Wygold was an active member of the Cape Bird Club and 

Friends of the Paarden Eiland Wetlands (also known as Zoarvlei). He was a well-known environmental 

educator and nature lover and was recognised by the City of Cape Town and the Wildlife and 

Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA) for his achievements. A memorial service was held in the 

DRC Hall, Bower Street, Brooklyn, at 14:00 on 2012/10/18. The local media reported on his death (see 

Figures 3-4). Dr Wygold will be sorely missed. 

 

Figure 3. Article in local press about the late Dr Frank Wygold. 

 

Figure 4. Article in local press about the late Dr Frank Wygold. 
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2 HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES 

2.1 A “rare” Black skimmer was recorded at the TBNR’s Rietvlei section and was seen by 

hundreds of bird watchers between 2012/10/04-05. This American bird was never before officially 

recorded anywhere in Africa. The result was that almost a thousand birders congregated upon Rietvlei 

to see this bird. Cliff Dorse and Trevor Hardaker were instrumental in confirming the sighting. 

TBNR staff extended the gate operating hours to between 06:00am to 19:00pm for four days between 

2012/10/04-07 to accommodate bird watchers from all over South Africa. Koos Retief and Natanya 

Dreyer prepared a media release, while Bruce Sutherland captured images to accompany the media 

release. At least four prominent media articles appeared in the local and regional press (Figures 5-8) 

and Koos Retief attended to a radio interview for Radio Sonder Grense (RSG) on 2012/10/09.  

Despite the sudden rush of birders, the Black Skimmer was only observed for two days by about a 

third of the bird watchers. Others that came too late for the bird had to leave somewhat disappointed. 

 

Figure 5. Article in the local press about the Black Skimmer at Rietvlei section. 

  



TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE | QUARTERLY REPORT | OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2012 4 

 

 

Figure 6. Article in the regional press about the Black Skimmer at the Rietvlei section. 

 

Figure 7. Article in the regional press about the Black Skimmer. 

 

Figure 8. Article in the local press about the Black Skimmer. 
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3 BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT 

3.1 Protection Status 

Cliff Dorse, Biodiversity Coordinator, reported the following on the status of the City’s Reserve 

proclamation process: 

On 22 June 2011 Council supported that the City proceeds with the proclamation of the 15 Nature Reserves as per the Protected 
Areas Act. Council also approved the proposed reserve boundaries and the draft Integrated Reserve Management Plans (IRMP’s).  

This council resolution allowed the Branch to commence with the process of preparing the Surveyor General (SG) diagrams for 
the almost 400 erven, and sourcing copies of all the Title Deeds. This process has been far more complex than was originally 
anticipated since many of the properties are not registered in the name of the City but rather the old district municipalities. This 
has to be changed to the City of Cape Town first.  

There are about 50 SG diagrams that have to be “framed” because only portions of these erven can be proclaimed. This is 
complicated by the fact that many erven that appear as separate individual erven actually are portions of the same larger parent 
erf. These properties have to be subdivided before they can be proclaimed.  

It is also difficult to obtain the original title deeds as many of them are several hundred years old. Sourcing these documents is 
time consuming and expensive.  The City’s legal services department is assisting with this process. 

Once this information has been collated, the City will submit the proposed reserve boundaries and IRMP’s to the MEC of Local 
Government, Environmental Affairs and Development Planning for gazetting. An additional 60 day national public commenting 
period is stipulated in the Protected Areas Act before the MEC may gazette the nature reserves. 

The Branch requested a letter from Legal Services department for the provincial legal advisors to propose ways to simplify the 
Intent to Declare. Currently almost 400 erven and 250 title deeds, need to be captured on the same Intent to Declare document 
in the existing prescribed format. 

While the official proclamation has not happened as yet, the council resolution clearly shows the intent of the City to protect 

these important areas for perpetuity. 

 

3.2 Audits and Reviews 

3.2.1 The annual reserve site visit was held on 2012/10/23, and was attended by Branch Manager 

Julia Wood, Monitoring and Evaluation Coordinator Adele Pretorius, Central Regional Manager Erika 

Foot, as well as TBNR staff Christopher Singo and Koos Retief (assisted by Simone Greveling at the 

Milnerton Racecourse Section). See Figures 9-10.  

The itinerary included site inspections at the Rietvlei offices, the Milnerton Aquatic Club, the Rietvlei 

fishing shoreline, Wave’s Edge Wetland, Milnerton Lagoon, Zoarvlei section, Milnerton Racecourse 

Section, and the Diep River Section, and the Rietvlei water area. The aim of the site visit is for senior 

managers to gain insight on to projects on the ground, and to interact with staff in the reserve. This is 

an annual opportunity to discuss highlights, site specific projects, challenges and issues of importance. 

 

Figure 9. Site inspection at Milnerton Racecourse Section with Julia 
Wood, Simone Greveling, Adele Pretorius, Erika Foot, and 
Christopher Singo (photo by Koos Retief). 

 

Figure 10. Site inspection on Rietvlei water area with Julia Wood, 
Adele Pretorius, and Clinton Roux (photo by Koos Retief). 
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3.3 Biodiversity Network 

3.3.1 Ground-truthing of mapped wetlands 

in the Milnerton Area was conducted on 

2012/10/15 by Mfundo Wotsita, Ian Cranna and 

Koos Retief (see Figures 11-12).  

Ground-truthing is the verification of mapped 

features by means of visual observations in the 

field. The first site inspections focused on the 

mapped wetlands in the TBNR, but additional site 

inspections must be arranged to inspect the other 

wetlands in the Milnerton Area (outside the TBNR 

boundaries). The ground-truthing so far has 

indicated a large amount of accuracy in the 

mapping of wetlands in the Milnerton Area. 

 

Figure 11. Mfundo Wotsitsa and Ian Cranna assisting with the 
ground truthing of the Milnerton Area's mapped wetlands. 

 

Figure 12. Wetlands layer of the Milnerton Area's Biodiversity 
Network. 

  

3.4 Biodiversity Database 

The following numbers of species have recently been recorded in the various sections of the Table Bay 

Nature Reserve, as well as Potsdam Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW). See Table 1 below.    

Table 1. Numbers of species recently sighted.  

Group \ Data Site Zoarvlei Rietvlei 
Milnerton 

Racecourse 
Diep River & 

Fynbos Corridor 
Potsdam 
WWTW 

Mammals 13 17 9 6 - 

Birds 146 132 99 53 15 

Reptiles 16 14 9 4 - 

Fish 7 10 - 1 - 

Amphibians 4 5 5 1 - 

Insects - - 15 - - 

Plants 14 97 187 16 - 
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4 NATURE CONSERVATION 

4.1 Flora Management 

4.1.1 Invasive vegetation clearing at the Eastern boundary of Diep River Section has 

commenced with EPWP staff and TBNR supervisors. The Port Jackson trees are very old and therefore 

contain much thick wood which is separated from the brush. Members of the Du Noon community are 

allowed to collect this thick wood for firewood. The rest of the brush is being stockpiled to be burned 

away under controlled conditions in 2013 (see Figures 14-15). 

 

Figure 13. Port Jackson's on eastern boundary of Diep River. 

 

Figure 14. Port Jackson's on eastern boundary of Diep River. 

4.1.2 Reed bed management at Wave’s Edge Wetland included cutting firebreaks around the 

management block as well as clearing the under-road drainage culverts and cutting channels for the 

water to drain out of the wetland. The drainage is hoped to allow drying of the reeds to be able to burn 

them, and to allow access for cutting to take place (see Figures 16-17 below). 

 

Figure 15. Firebreak at Wave's Edge. 

 

Figure 16. Cutting of drainage channels through reeds. 
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4.1.3 Various other invasive plant species were removed by the TBNR team, including highly 

invasive prickly pears, nasturtiums and Scottish thistles (see Figures 17-20 below). 

 

Figure 17. Alien plant removed from Rietvlei section. 

 

Figure 18. Example of a prickly pear removed. 

 

Figure 19. Nasturtiums are becoming extremely invasive in TBNR. 

 

Figure 20. Scottish thistle discovered at Rietvlei. 
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4.2 Fauna Management 

4.2.1 Monitoring of Wildlife: Game counts and sightings 

4.2.1.1 A Coordinated Waterbird Count (CWAC) census was conducted at TBNR on 

2012/11/08. The census was attended by TBNR staff Elzette Krynauw, Koos Retief, Christopher Singo, 

Rob Slater, Cassandra Ricketts, as well as volunteers Helm van Zijl and Simone Greveling. The census 

covers 11 water area sections, which includes Potsdam Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW) as well 

as a terrestrial (bush) bird survey. All ad hoc animal sightings are also recorded. 

The waterbirds numbered a total of 2,902 birds of 45 species, including Great crested grebe 18, 

Dabchick 19, White pelican 151, Whitebreasted cormorant 119, Reed cormorant 21, Crowned 

cormorant 3, African darter 28, Grey heron 22, Blackheaded heron 5, Purple heron 2, Little egret 9, 

Yellowbilled egret 1, Cattle egret 7, Blackcrowned night heron 1, Sacred ibis 30, Glossy ibis 21, Greater 

flamingo 148, African spoonbill 6, Egyptian goose 218, Yellowbilled duck 44, Cape teal 28, Redbilled 

teal 35, Cape shoveller 20, Spurwinged goose 8, African fish eagle 2, African marsh harrier 1, Purple 

swamphen 1, Common moorhen 16, Redknobbed coot 923, African black oystercatcher 9, Whitefronted 

plover 2, Blacksmith lapwing 53, Marsh sandpiper 4, Pied avocet 93, Blackwinged stilt 32, Water 

thicknee 2, Kelp gull 39, Hartlaub's gull 706, Caspian tern 6, Swift tern 1, Sandwich tern 2, 

Whitewinged tern 1, Pied kingfisher 10, Cape wagtail 30, and Mallard 5.  

Additional (terrestrial) bird species included European (common) starling, Cape spurfowl, Red-eyed 

dove, Cape turtle dove, Yellow-billed kite, Pied crow, Fiscal shrike, Pintailed whydah, European bee-

eater, Southern red bishop, Greater striped swallow, Laughing dove, Redwing starling, Helmeted 

guineafowl, Whiterumped swift, White-throated swallow, African black swift, Little swift, Bokmakierie, 

Karoo prinia, Karoo scrub robin, Cape sparrow, Red-faced mousebird, Grey-backed cisticola, and Cape 

canary. 

Other animal species recorded included a male Cape grysbok, a Marsh terrapin, and an unidentified red 

jellyfish at the Milnerton Lagoon. All data was captured on the Biodiversity Database to update the 

species records. See Figures 21-22 and Table 2 below. 

 

Figure 21. Pie chart of numbers of birds in various sections of TBNR 
and Potsdam WWTW during CWAC on 08/11/2012. 

 

Figure 22. Pie chart of bird groups during CWAC 08/11/2012. 

  

Diep 
River, 220 

North Vlei, 
304 

South Vlei, 
404 

Central Pan, 
953 

Dolphin 
Beach, 61 

Milnerton 
Channel, 86 

Lagoon 
North, 533 

Lagoon 
South, 

128 
Zoarvlei 
North, 5 

Zoarvlei 
South, 6 

Potsda
m 

WWTW
, 202 

Grebes, 37 

Ibis, 51 

Cormorants, 
143 

Herons, 
egrets and 
darter, 81 

Ducks & 
Geese, 353 

Raptors & 
Kingfishers, 

13 

Coots & 
Moorhens, 

940 

Flamingoes & 
Waders, 214 

Pelicans, 151 

Gulls & 
Terns, 755 

Plover 
types, 159 

Aliens, 5 



TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE | QUARTERLY REPORT | OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2012 10 

 

    

Table 2. CWAC census results of 08/11/2012. 
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4.2.1.2 Various other ad hoc animal sightings were recorded during the quarter and updated 

on the Biodiversity Database. Some noteworthy sightings included various snakes and other reptiles, 

as well as mammals (see Figures 23-32). 

 

Figure 23. Rhombic skaapsteker (Psammophylax rhombeatus) 
removed from MAC and released in Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 24. An unidentified Bladder Grasshopper (Bullacris species) 
discovered at Rietvlei Section. 

 

Figure 25. Cape molerat (Georychus capensis) at Rietvlei section 
(photo by Ingrid Aminzadeh). 

 

Figure 26. Marsh terrapin (Pelomedusa subrufa) in Rietvlei Section. 
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Figure 27. Cape Burrowing Scorpion (Opistophthalmus capensis) at 
the Rietvlei Section. 

 

Figure 28. This damaged tortoise (Chersina angulata) is still alive. 

 

Figure 29. Cape dwarf chameleon (Bradypodion pumilum) at Rietvlei 
section. 

 

Figure 30. One of several Common brown water snakes 
(Lycodonomorphus rufulus) rescued and released at Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 31. Rhombic skaapsteker (Psammophylax rhombeatus) in 
Diep River Section. 

 

Figure 32. Mole snake (Pseudaspis cana) rescued from Sandpiper 
Crescent with a strange colour pattern. 
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4.3 Erosion Management 

4.3.1 Rietvlei shoreline erosion was monitored during this quarter. TBNR staff persisted with 

planting shoreline plants and water the edges of the banks at the fishing sites. 

  

5 WATER MANAGEMENT 

5.1 Water quality 

5.1.1 Water quality was monitored over three occasions at 15 monitoring points in the Table Bay 

Nature Reserve. The monitoring dates were 2012/10/30, 2012/11/27, and 2012/12/10 (December 

samples were collected by laboratory technicians). 

  

5.3 Rainfall measurements 

5.3.1 Rainfall at the Rietvlei main entrance totalled a below-average 27mm. The total recorded 

for 2012 was 387mm (see Table 3 and Figures 33-35 below).      

Table 3. Rainfall records from the Rietvlei main entrance gate. 

 

 

Figure 33. Total rainfall recorded at Rietvlei per year. 
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Figure 34. Monthly rainfall at Rietvlei during 2012. 

  

 

Figure 35. Accumulation of rainfall at Rietvlei during 2012. 
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5.4 Stormwater Management 

5.4.1 Under-road culverts from Zoarvlei underneath Marine Drive were cleaned and maintained by 

a contractor team employ by Roads and Stormwater Department. The maintenance of these culverts 

helps to drain excess water out of Zoarvlei and prevents possible flooding in winter. The culverts are 

exposed to tidal action and therefore often get blocked with marine sands (see Figures 36-37 below). 

 

Figure 36. Cleaning of under-road culverts from Zoarvlei. 

 

Figure 37. Cleaning of under-road culverts from Zoarvlei. 

  

6 FIRE MANAGEMENT 

6.1.1 Fire season (2012/2013):  

The months of October, November, and December constitute 

the first half of the annual fire season. The TBNR team works 

with the Fire Department to manage fires in the nature 

reserve. Fire management consists of a combination of 

proactive and reactive responses.  

Proactive fire management includes the planning of fire 

fighting resources, the preparation of selected firebreaks, and 

the management of vegetation fuel load by managing 

invasive species as well as the age and density of vegetation. 

Controlled burning operations assist in reducing the 

vegetation fuel load and controlling fires under managed 

conditions. Controlled burns are being planned for the 

Zoarvlei wetlands and the Wave’s Edge Wetland. 

Reactive fire management consists of responding to wildfires 

with a focus, firstly, on stopping fires to protect lives and 

property, and secondly, to integrate the impact of fires with 

the objectives of biodiversity management.  

The TBNR team was primarily involved in responding to 

wildfires in the TBNR at the Diep River Section. These fires 

were started by pedestrians utilising informal footpaths. Fires 

were mapped on GIS maps (see Figure 38 to the right). 
 

Figure 38. Updated fire map of TBNR. 

6.1 Proactive Fire Management 

6.1.1 Fire breaks were cut along Wave’s Edge, Dolphin Beach Hotel and the northern part of Zoarvlei 

section. The firebreaks at Wave’s Edge and Zoarvlei are cut in preparation for possible future controlled 

burns. The TBNR team and EPWP teams worked together and will continue during the next quarter. 
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6.1.2 Controlled burning plan for Zoarvlei section: An application for permission for a controlled 

burn of the reedbeds of Zoarvlei was submitted. A site meeting was held on 2012/11/15 with Air 

Pollution Control, Traffic Management, Fire Department and Biodiversity. The site meeting resulted in a 

positive perspective on the planned burning. The Air Pollution Control Department will write a report to 

Subcouncil 15 with recommendations to allow the planned controlled burn during the next quarter (see 

Figures 39-41 below). 

 

Figure 39. Layout of Zoarvlei north controlled burn block. 

 

Figure 40. Part of the reed beds at Zoarvlei north. 

 

Figure 41. Article in the local press. 
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6.1.2 Controlled burn plan for Wave’s Edge 

Wetland block: An application to conduct a 

controlled burn at the Wave’s Edge block was re-

submitted to Air Pollution Control Department. 

Due to the fact that the previous approval for the 

controlled burn was issued too late in the 

2011/2012 fire season, the application had to be 

resubmitted to Subcouncil 1. The permit was 

approved and has been issued. Presently TBNR 

and EPWP teams are working to prepare fire 

breaks. The water levels are presently still very 

high in this wetland, and additional work is 

required to clean the under-road culverts under 

Marine Drive and Otto du Plessis to allow the 

excess water to drain out of this wetland. It is 

hoped that if the water drains, the reed beds will 

dry out in order to be burnt during the next 

quarter (see Figure 42 to the right). 
 

Figure 42. Layout of the Wave's Edge Wetland controlled burn area. 

  

6.1 Reactive Fire Management 

6.1 Fires outside the TBNR were occasionally attended to. A fire occurred between Blaauwberg 

Nature Reserve (BBNR) and TBNR on 31/10/2012. This fire was stopped by 2 TBNR and 1 BBNR staff 

before the Fire Department arrived, to prevent it from spreading to a sensitive restoration project on 

Blaauwberg Hill. TBNR recorded 3 hours overtime. 

6.2 Fires in the Diep River section occurred on 08/11/2012 and other dates.  TBNR staff assisted 

the Fire Department to stop a 11,330 m2 (1,1 hectare) fire  at the western edge of the railway reserve 

which forms part of the boundary of the Diep River Section. Another 15,226 m2 (1,5 hectare) fire on 

the same day was stopped in the centre of the Diep River Section. TBNR recorded 3 hours overtime. 

These fire areas were mapped to update the fire history database (see Figures 43-44 below). 

 

Figure 43. Fire at the railway reserve which forms the eastern 
boundary of Diep River Section. 

 

Figure 44. Removal of exposed rubble after a fire in the Diep River 
Section. 

  



TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE | QUARTERLY REPORT | OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2012 18 

 

7 COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT 

7.1 Rehabilitation of Maisel’s Cottage demolition site at Zoarvlei section: The demolition of 

the Maisel’s Cottage at Zoarvlei left a scar in the landscape. The TBNR and EPWP teams rehabilitated 

the area by planting indigenous plants from local sources as well as removing invasive and alien 

species that were found on site. Several bakkie loads of small pieces of rubble and alien plants, 

including a large prickly pear, were removed from site (see Figure 46-47 below). 

 

Figure 45. Rehabilitation of demolition site. 

 

Figure 46. Removal of prickly pears and other alien plants. 

7.2 Displaced people at Zoarvlei section: The previous quarterly report highlighted the impact 

of about five illegal structures at Zoarvlei where displaced people were illegally occupying sections of 

the TBNR. The City’s Displaced Peoples’ Unit (DPU) removed the illegal structures and relocated the 

people out of the area on 2012/10/14 and several other dates. TBNR staff cleaned up the sites and 

continued to patrol these areas. It is likely that these people would rebuild the illegal structures 

elsewhere in Zoarvlei and then the same action would be taken until there are no illegal occupations in 

TBNR. The annex to the Bayview Soccer Club at Zoarvlei is permanently occupied by an illegal 

occupant which the Sport and Recreation Department are required to evict (see Figures 48-49 below). 

 

Figure 47. Vibracrete annex to Bayview Soccer Club which is illegally 
occupied. 

 

Figure 48. Sleeping material and litter from displaced people that 
overnight in Zoarvlei Section. 
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7.3 Displaced people behind Killarney works yard: A vibracrete wall jutting out from the corner 

of the Killarney works depot towards the Diep River (just south of Blaauwberg Road bridge) concealed 

illegal occupants and structures in the TBNR. Despite having removing the structures several times 

over the last few years, the illegal occupants continued to return. It was then decided to remove the 

wall completely so that no structures can be concealed behind the wall This particular location was the 

scene of a wildfire about a year ago, as a result of copper cable burning. The removal of the wall will 

ensure visibility into the reserve and allow compliance officers to respond to illegal occupation. The 

illegal occupants are now attempting to build a structure against the Blaauwberg bridge, as they refuse 

to leave the area (see Figures 50-51 below).  

 

Figure 49. The vibracrete wall being removed (photo by C. Roux). 

 

Figure 50. Illegal structure under Blaauwberg Bridge. 

7.4 The prohibition on graffiti contained in the CITY OF CAPE TOWN GRAFFITI BY-LAW, 2010, 

prohibits graffiti in public areas in terms of clause 3.  

(1) No person shall within the area of jurisdiction of the City, without a permit issued by the City, apply graffiti or 
cause graffiti to be applied to any— (a) property; (b) natural surface; or (c) wall, fence, structure or thing in any 
street or other public place. (2) Any person who aids or assists the person referred to in subsection (1) in the 
application of graffiti as contemplated therein, in contravention of this By-law, shall be guilty of an offence. 

Certain walls that were cleaned with new paint were painted illegal by graffiti vandals again, but TBNR 

staff will cover them over with clean paint until the graffiti vandals stop (see Figures 52-53 below). 

 

Figure 51. Graffiti at Festival Street, facing Zoarvlei Section. 

 

Figure 52. Graffiti removed by TBNR team. 
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7.4 Dumping of garden refuse: Several residential properties and commercial guest houses 

around the TBNR occasionally dump garden refuse into the nature reserve. Dumping is an offence and 

could result in criminal prosecution. Residents are urged to report any cases of dumping in the nature 

reserve (see Figures 54-55 below). 

 

Figure 53. Bluegum branches dumped in TBNR by Kwantu Guest 
House, Milnerton Ridge (photo: Clinton Roux). 

 

Figure 54. TBNR team removing Palm branches dumped in TBNR 
from 14 Stilt Road, Table View (photo: Clinton Roux). 

 
 

8 PEOPLE AND CONSERVATION 

8.1  Stakeholder Engagement (external meetings) 

TBNR staff attended no less than nine external stakeholder meetings during this quarter. See Table 4 

below for details. 

…. 
Table 4. Records of external stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR. 

AREA DATE MEETING / WORKSHOP PURPOSE 

TBNR 

2012/10/10 Koos Retief and Christopher Singo with Diep River Apostolic Church committee Interview 

2012/11/01 Meeting with Anderson Group about the proposed controlled burning at Zoarvlei Planning 

2012/11/02 Milnerton South Local Area Spatial Development Framework meeting Discussion 

2012/11/06 Parklands Environmental Liaison Committee Feedback 

2012/11/13 Milnerton Aquatic Club management meeting Feedback 

2012/11/19 Meeting with Table View Neighbourhood Watch and Community Policing Forum 
representative about displaced people, graffiti and vandalism in and around TBNR 

Planning 

2012/12/03 BirdLife SA’s review of Rietvlei Important Bird Area (IBA) meeting Planning 

2012/12/07 Zoarvlei Management Advisory Committee Feedback 

2012/12/13 Rietvlei Management Working Group  Feedback 
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8.2  Stakeholder Engagement (internal meetings) 

TBNR staff attended no less than six internal stakeholder meetings during this quarter. See Table 5 

below for details. 

…. 
Table 5. Records of internal stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR. 

AREA DATE MEETING / WORKSHOP PURPOSE 

 2012/10/11 
Koos Retief and Christopher Singo with Taryn Rossenrode regarding IAS reporting 
requirements 

Planning 

TBNR 2012/10/12 TBNR staff quarterly gathering Feedback 

 2012/11/16 Legal compliance assessment of TBNR infrastructure Feedback 

 2012/11/23 Meeting with HR regarding new electronic attendance management system Planning 

 2012/12/03 Meeting with City Parks regarding roles and responsibilities at Zoarvlei Planning 

 2012/12/26 Orientation to City and Private Conservation sites around the Dassenberg Feedback 

  

8.3  North District Meetings: Management and Health & Safety 

TBNR staff attended one Regional Meeting during this quarter (See Table 6 below) 

…. 
Table 6. Records of district meetings relating to the TBNR. 

DATE VENUE MEETING 

2012/10/26 Mamre Information Centre North Region Management and Health & Safety meeting 

  

8.4 Environmental Resource Management / Branch Meetings / Fun Days 

TBNR staff attended two Branch meetings this quarter (see Table 7 below). 

…. 
Table 7. Records of branch meetings relating to the TBNR. 

DATE VENUE THEME 

2012/11/09 Goodwood Sports Grounds Branch Entertainment Day 

2012/11/29 Mamre Information Centre Branch Meeting (not attended by Koos Retief during CPUT evaluations)  

  

8.4.1 The Branch entertainment day was held 

on 2012/11/09. During this event several 

certificates of recognition are given to various 

conservation efforts in the City of Cape Town by 

the Director of Environmental Resources 

Management and the Manager of the Biodiversity 

Management Branch. 

Table Bay Nature Reserve was awarded with a 

certificate for the best reserve of 2012. Although 

it was felt that the development of the TBNR team 

and construction of the new offices improved the 

reserve’s performance, the reserve manager 

thanked all the role players involved in the 

reserve, including the Friends of Rietvlei, 

Milnerton Aquatic Club and SANCCOB, for their 

input (see Figure 55 to the right). 
 

Figure 55. Certificate awarded to the best reserve of 2012. 
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8.5 Benefits, use of facilities, and media headlines 

8.5.1 The Rietvlei Boma was used for no less than 18 events this quarter, providing at least 663 

person days of benefit to people (see below Table 8 for details). 

…. 
Table 8. Rietvlei boma usage and benefits to people in person days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

2012/10/11 TBNR staff quarterly gathering Feedback and social 80 

2012/11/05 EPWP group Health and Safety talk 55 

2012/11/12 LGSETA & Dept. of Ichthyology & Fisheries Science, Rhodes  Marine Resource course 13 

2012/11/13 LGSETA & Dept. of Ichthyology & Fisheries Science, Rhodes  Marine Resource course 13 

2012/11/14 LGSETA & Dept. of Ichthyology & Fisheries Science, Rhodes  Marine Resource course 13 

2012/11/12 EPWP group Health and Safety talk 61 

2012/11/19 EPWP group Health and Safety talk 69 

2012/11/26 EPWP group Health and Safety talk 57 

2012/11/27 EE Friends meeting End of year meeting 15 

2012/11/29 City Health Services End of year meeting 18 

2012/12/03 EPWP group Health and Safety talk 42 

2012/12/04 North Region managers/staff Regional meeting 13 

2012/12/05 Economic, Environment & Spatial Planning (MFMA finance 
training group) 

End of year function 40 

2012/12/06 IDP & OPM Department Workshop 22 

2012/12/07 Champs Forum  Year-end meeting 27 

2012/12/10 EPWP group Health and Safety talk 45 

2012/12/14 EPWP group Fire Fighting Training 31 

2012/12/18 EPWP group Health and Safety talk 49 

TOTAL 663 

  

8.5.2 The Rietvlei Education Centre was used for no less than two events this quarter, providing at 

least 33 person days of benefit to people (see Table 9 below). 

…. 
Table 9. Rietvlei Education Centre usage and benefits to people in person days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

2012/11/22 Friends of Rietvlei End of year meeting – student presentations 21 

2012/12/13 Rietvlei Management Working Group  Meeting 12 

TOTAL 33 
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8.5.3 Environmental Education and Outreach 

at Rietvlei reached no less than 314 person days 

over 9 events during this quarter (see Table 10 

below). Some of the events are collaborative 

efforts between Table Bay Nature Reserve and 

SANCCOB’s environmental education centre. 

Students are organised into two groups, and while 

one group is at Rietvlei, the other groups is at 

SANCCOB. Halfway through the morning the 

groups are swapped around. The programmes 

include indoor uitiion as well as outdoor activities. 

In Figure 56 to the right, former Rietvlei education 

intern, Rifqah Johnson, can be seen guiding 

children from SANCCOB to Rietvlei. 
 

Figure 56. School group hosted in a SANCCOB-TBNR collaboration. 

… 
Table 10. Environmental Education Statistics at TBNR. 

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS ADULTS PD’S PROGRAMME 

2012/10/01 Nourivier Metodiste Laerskool 50 10 60 With SANCCOB (Bird ID) 

2012/10/02 Brandhouse Beverages, 0 6 6 Beach clean-up at Diep River mouth 

2012/10/13 Public 10 20 30 Milnerton Racecourse Spring Walk  

2012/10/23 Nerina Primary school 11 3 14 Bird Watching and plant Identification 

2012/11/01 Sentinel Intermediate School 53 2 55 With SANCCOB (Plant ID hunt, Bird ID) 

2012/11/21 Reed harvesting group 0 9 9 General conservation education 

2012/11/22 Reed harvesting group 0 9 9 General conservation education 

2012/12/03 Kirstenbosch AEO’s 0 13 13 Reserve visit 

2012/12/05 Greenlands Primary School 108 10 118 With SANCCOB (Fish and Plant ID) 

TOTALS 9 232 82 314  

  

8.5.4 The Friends of Rietvlei contributed generously to the development of environmental 

education resources at Rietvlei during this quarter. They have obtained funding from Chevron to repair 

the roof of the Education Centre as well as construct a wheelchair access ramp (see Figure 57). 

Furthermore, the Friends also produced a series of eight interpretive information sign boards, in three 

official languages, and installed these at selected points in the nature reserve (see Figure 58 below). 

 

Figure 57. Wheelchair access ramp constructed by the Friends. 

 

Figure 58. Interpretive information signboards in three languages. 
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8.5.5 The Milnerton Aquatic Club often featured in the local media with several noteworthy 

initiatives and activities to promote water- and shore-based recreation (see Figures 59-60 below). 

 

Figure 59. Article in the local press about the Heritage Braai Day 
held by MAC at Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 60. Article in the local press about the 12-hour sail event held 
by MAC at Rietvlei. 

8.5.6 Civil society initiatives in nature conservation highlighted in the local media this quarter 

included recording of alien birds, identification of biodiversity and volunteer fire fighting (see Figures 

61-63 below). 

 

Figure 61. Article in the local media about identifying alien birds. 

  



TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE | QUARTERLY REPORT | OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2012 25 

 

 

Figure 62. Article in the local press about the web-based identification forum called iSpot. 

 

 

Figure 63. Article in the local press about volunteer fire fighters. 
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9 HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

9.1  Staff Establishment 

Staff at TBNR consisted of 11 permanent staff and no less than 71 contract (non-permanent) staff (see 

Table 11 below). Apart from two students, most of the non-permanent staff were EPWP contract 

workers that work on projects ranging from invasive vegetation clearing, reed bed cutting, firebreak 

maintenance, as well as the construction of boardwalks. 

… 
Table 11. TBNR staff complement. 

TBNR POSITION PURPOSE PERMANENT CONTRACT 

Internal 

Area Manager Functional / Operational Management 1  

Assistant Cons Off Gate control / Visitor Mngt / Law Enforcement 2  

Assistant Cons Off Conservation Compliance – Diep River 1  

People & Cons Off Environmental Education Officer 1  

Foreman  Supervision of Junior Staff 1  

Small Plant Operator Chainsaw / Brush-cutter / weed eaters / mowers 1  

Senior Workers Labour / Field Ranging 4  

Intern Education Programme Management  0 

Student Nature Conservation Learning  2 

External Workers EPWP Labour  69 

TOTALS 11 71 

  

9.1.1  An initial informal incapacity / ill-health consultation was held with Sonwabile Shilinga on 

2012/10/19 to discuss his exhaustive use of sick leave. The matter was recorded procedurally and will 

be monitored accordingly. An Employee Assistance Programme (EAP) counsellor was assigned to 

advise him on how to maintain and monitor his health. 

9.1.2 Medical Aid Freedom of Association: All TBNR staff that receive City of Cape Town medical 

aid benefits attended the annual freedom of association presentation by competing medical aid funds 

at the Parow Civic Centre on 2012/11/12. 

9.1.3 A Professional Driver’s Permit (PrDP) was obtained by Koos Retief. This is to enable him to 

drive trucks and Unimog fire trucks if called upon. 

9.1.4 Annual audiometric testing of the TBNR staff was conducted on 2012/11/14 at the Cape 

Town Civic Centre. This testing is to monitor possible hearing loss of staff members exposed to noise in 

the workplace 

9.1.5 A year-end function was attended by all TBNR staff from 13:00 to 16:00 on 2012/12/12. 

9.1.6 The new electronic attendance management system requires that all permanent staff 

reporting to TBNR be profiled to use their fingerprint scans to clock in and out at the offices. The 

scanning was done on 2012/11/22 meaning that all staff will now clock in electronically. This enables 

managers to monitor and manage attendance and absence in the workplace. 
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9.2  Staff Training 

TBNR staff attended six person days of official training during this quarter (see Table 12 below). 

…. 
Table 12. TBNR staff training records. 

AREA DATE TRAINING ATTENDANCE PDS 

 2012/10/16-17 Principles of leadership training (CPUT) 1 2 

 2012/12/10-11 Time and attendance management training 2 4 

TOTAL 6 

  

9.2.1 The Work Integrated Learning (WIL) Programme of the Cape Peninsula University of 

Technology (CPUT) places students with City of Cape Town nature reserves. Koos Retief annually 

serves on the evaluation panel of the CPUT, and attended this year’s evaluations during the week 

2012/11/27-30. A total of 32 students submitted WIL reports for 2012. Of these, 15 were City of Cape 

Town students, of which all but two passed their final assessments. The two students who were not 

assessed as competent yet have to rewrite or resubmit sections of their work in order to be able to 

graduate with the other students in 2013.  

From the TBNR students, Robert Slater was provisionally accepted by CPUT to undertake further 

studies in Nature Conservation for the B.Tech degree, and Cassandra Ricketts was offered a 

temporary position by SANParks at Boulders Beach to complete outstanding sections of her report, 

including Communications and Compliance Management. 

 

9.3 Staff Activities 

9.3.1 TBNR staff held a quarterly gathering 

on 2012/10/11 during which the previous 

quarterly report was discussed in detail. This is an 

opportunity for workers to gain insight into the 

management of the reserve, and for workers and 

managers to learn from each other.  

A series of certificates were also handed out to the 

staff for successfully completing training course in 

First Aid and Fire Fighting. The gathering was 

ended off with a braai in the boma.  

Figure 64. TBNR staff quarterly report feedback and social braai. 

 

Figure 65. EPWP staff receiving training certificates (photo by a team 
member). 

 

Figure 66. EPWP staff receiving training certificates (photo by a 
team member). 
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9.3.2 North Region staff underwent a team 

building outing to Kirstenbosch.  

The purpose of the outing was educational as well 

as team building. Former Rietvlei Education 

Intern, Chanelle Naidoo, who now works as an 

intern for Kirstenbosch, took the team for an 

education programme that entailed indoor and 

outdoor activities, focusing on biodiversity, 

vegetation types, and endemic and threatened 

plants (see figures 68-70). Opposite is a group 

photo of some members of the North Region 

team:  

Top left to right: Koos Retief, Sakhile Luhani, Zieyaad 
Allie, Gavin Olivier, Allan Gargan, Lungiswa Mangcola, 
Elzette Krynauw, Bulelwa Nomna, Monwabisi Varoyi, 
and Ntomboxolo Matshabane. Bottom left to right: 
Chanelle Naidoo, Mzukisi Matyobeni, Nomthandazo Jevu, 
Sonwabile Shilinga, Jikephi Noludwe, Mzwandile 
Ntsokobe, and Qalile Lisa. 

 

Figure 67. North Region team receiving a lecture at the Kirstenbosch 
Environmental Education Centre. 

 

Figure 68. Former Rietvlei Education Intern (now working as an 
intern at Kirstenbosch) teaching North Region staff about 
biodiversity and vegetation types in Cape Town. 

 

Figure 69. Some members of the North Region team in a group 
photo at Kirstenbosch (photo by a bystander). 
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10 TOURISM AND VISITORS 

10.1 Entrance and revenue: A total of R54 221 was collected at the Rietvlei main gate during this 

quarter (see Table 13 below for details). This was R21 522 more than the R32 699 received during the 

previous quarter. See Figures 70-71 for pie charts relating to the income and visitors to the Rietvlei 

section. 

…. 
Table 13. Summary of revenue collected at Rietvlei main entrance. 

DESCRIPTION OCT NOV DEC COST QUANTITY INCOME TOTAL 

Permissible Commercial Activities R 1 950 

10-20 people 4 2  R 270.00 6 R 1 620 
 

1-9 people 2 1  R 110.00 3 R 330 

Daily Entry R 18 810 

Adult  459 350 510 R 12.00 1319 R 15 828 

 

Children  73 74 138 R 6.00 285 R 1 710 

Children (under 3) 6 8 16 R 0.00 30 R 0 

Senior  175  36 R 6.00 211 R 1 266 

Student    1 R 6.00 1 R 6 

Friends of Reserves R 0 

Friends of Rietvlei  55 33 53 R 0.00 141 R 0  

Environmental Education R 590 

Learner (all other schools)   118 R 5.00 118 R 590  

Vehicles and Craft R 17 544 

Vehicles 335 189 244 R 17.00 768 R 13 056 
 

Power boats 13 28 61 R 44.00 102 R 4 488 

Season Tickets R 1 044 

Seniors Season tickets   1  R 59.00 1 R 59 

 Adults Season tickets 1 1 2 R 115.00 4 R 460 

Family Season tickets  2  1 R 175.00 3 R 525 

General R 14 283 

Fishing adults 87 108 134 R 38.00 329 R 12 502 

 Fishing children 40 19 44 R 13.00 103 R 1 339 

Fishing seniors 10 18 6 R 13.00 34 R 442 

GRAND TOTAL R 54 221 
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Figure 70. Pie chart of visitors to Rietvlei during this quarter. 

 

Figure 71. Pie chart of income to Rietvlei during this quarter. 
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1.2 Trends in monthly records of income and visitor numbers have indicated a steady 

increase over the last three years as indicated by the linear trend lines in Figures 72-73 below. (Note: 

The records exclude Milnerton Aquatic Club members.) 

 

Figure 72. Trends in monthly income at Rietvlei over the last three years. 

 

Figure 73. Trends in monthly visitors to Rietvlei over the last three years. 
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11 INFRASTRUCTURE MAINTENANCE 

11.1 Fence line repairs took place along the TBNR Coastal Section, as well as the R27 on the 

Western edge of the Rietvlei section. At the coastal section and internal redundant piece of fencing was 

removed (see Figures 74-75). Along the R27 the Provincial Roads Department replaced a section of the 

standard stock fence with new stock fencing. 

 

Figure 74. Removal of redundant internal fence at Coastal Section, 
as well at firebreak cutting in the background (photo: Clinton Roux). 

 

Figure 75. Removed redundant internal fence at Coastal Section. 

  

12 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

12.1 Boardwalk construction started on 2012/11/13 with the National EPWP team. The 

construction of the new boardwalk will link the present footpath to the existing boardwalk, as well as 

link the two bird hides as one continuous walkway. This development will allow more access to bird 

watching facilities in wet seasons when footpaths are normally under water (see Figures 76-77 below). 

 

Figure 76. Planning of boardwalk. 

 

Figure 77. Construction of boardwalk starting. 
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12.2 The Rietvlei office power connection was done on 2012/10/23 and all the circuits were 

tested the following day (see Figures 78-80). The City’s IS&T department started with installing the 

offices’ computer and network infrastructure on 2012/10/24. MSD Construction also worked on 

waterproofing of the sky-light in the reception area of the office complex (See Figure 81). The offices 

are now fully functional and accessible to the public. 

 

Figure 78. Trenching for the Eskom power cabling. 

 

Figure 79. Eskom cabling being laid. 

 

Figure 80. New upgraded Eskom substation on Sandpiper Crescent. 

 

Figure 81. Contractors repairing waterproofing at Rietvlei office. 

12.2 New contact details for the Rietvlei office of the TBNR: As a result of the office being 

brought on-line, new data-line phones were installed. These are not Telkom phones, but they rather 

run on the City’s computer network instead. The general contact number for the Table Bay Nature 

Reserve is now 021 444 0315 and the email address is tablebay.naturereserve@capetown.gov.za.  

12.3 See a Map of City of Cape Town nature reserves in Figure 83 below. 

  

mailto:tablebay.naturereserve@capetown.gov.za
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Figure 82. Portion of map indicating Nature Reserves in the City of Cape Town. 

 


