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Figure 1. Aerial view of Table Bay Nature Reserve (photo by Bruce Sutherland).
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Figure 2. Sections of the Table Bay Nature Reserve.



1 AREA MANAGER'’S SECTION

1.1 This quarterly report summarises the activities of the Biodiversity Management Branch in the
Milnerton Area, specifically in and around the Table Bay Nature Reserve (TBNR) for the period from 1
January to 31 March 2013. This report is written in such a way that stakeholders and role-players may
refer to it for information purposes, but does not contain all the official internal reporting information.

1.2 Main headlines in the local media this quarter focussed on uncontrolled wildfires and the
use of ecological controlled burning, the doubtful future of the iconic Wooden Bridge, the fish
die-off in the Milnerton Lagoon, and the blasting of the Seli-1 wreck along Blouberg Beach.

1.2.1 Uncontrolled wildfires cost the City large amounts of resources. This quarter several wildfires
took place in and around Table Bay Nature Reserve. The annual fire season sees the City’s Fire and
Emergency Services, Nature Conservation organisations, Volunteer Wildfires Services, Working on Fire,
as well as private landowners working hard together to protect lives and property.

Wildfires demand the coordination of many people as well as large amounts of resources. The City of
Cape Town is investing much to promote fire safety and effective response to wildfires. Below figures
3-5 are articles in the local press about the management of fires in the City.

Starting a fire can be a criminal offence and can cost a convicted arsonist a fine or jail time.
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Figure 3. Article in the local press about the management of fires in Cape Town.
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fire broke out in the Zoarvlei

wetland  near Paarden

‘iland on Saturday January
5. The blaze destroyed personal
belongings of 20 people living
between the reeds.

The City of Cape Town's fire
and rescue services took two hours
to extinguish the fire. The City's
Disaster Risk Management assisted
the vicums with food, blankets,
baby packs, clothes and building
material. Trauma counselling was
also provided.

They have called on residents to
be cautious when working with
open flames and to extinguish gas
burners, candles, lamps and paral-
fin stoves to prevent fires. Milner-

ton photographer Colin Brown, M Onlookers witness the reeds in Zoarvlei burning.

who took pictures of the fire, said

the reeds were very dry after being Mr Brown said he had often “This is so dangerous in this area
sprayed with a chemical to kill spotted homeless people cooking due to the constant srong south-
them. on open fires in the reeds. caster,” he said.

Figure 4. Article in the local press about the management of fires in Cape Town.

New Year fires destroy all in their path

Hundreds of people were loft homeless after
a fire swopt through the Du Noon informal
settioment on New Year's Day, while about
20 homeless people Jost their belongings dur-
ing & reed fire at Zoarviel aarlier this year

The five broke out in the Thembeni infor-
mal settiement in Du Noon and was reported
ta authorities at 01:12

The fire destroyed 15 formal houses and
another 220 shacks in the area, As a result
of the fire 000 peaple were Joft displaced. The
blaze also damaged the overhead electricity
supply.

Technicians were called In to repair the
power supply

The gusting wind conditions that fuellod
the spread of the finmes mode it difficult for
firefighters to bring the fire under control

The city’s disaster response toams nssist:

ad the fire victims with the supply of food A fire In the reeds of the Zoarviei wetlands In Rugby consumed the possession of 20 squatters.

parcets, blankets, baby packs, clothing and
bullding material Including smergency

trauma counselling. provision of social reliel

PHOTO: DAVE COLNS

fire victims with temporary [Ds.

The South African Social Security Agency The clty has made arrangements with the The cause of these fires has not been estab-
(SASSA) has also assisted the city with the  Department of Home Affairs to pravide the lished, however it s alleged that it was

Figure 5. Article in the local press about the management of fires in Cape Town.

caused by negligence by persons under the
influence of alcohol,

Donations are welcome. The public who
want to cantribute to the disaster relief oper.
ations can contact the city's Disaster Risk
Managemoent Centre an 080 911 HELY (4357).

Reeds fire

On Saturduy 6 Januury 1927 & large area
of reeds caught alight in the Zoarviel wet-
lands in Rugby,

Members of fire and rescie services
brought the fire under confrol within two
hours. The persona) belongings of 20 people
living among the reeds were destroyed.

These people were also issisted by the dis
aster response teams with supplies and trag-
ma counselling.

The city encourages residents to be fire
safo when working with open flames. When
going to bed, residents should isolate electri-
cal devices and extinguish gas burners, can-
dles, lnmps and paraffin stoves.

# For moee information on how to prevent firnes visit
wawcapetown govratiisaster,
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1.2.2 Controlled ecological burns are
increasingly being used in the City as proactive
and pre-emptive measures, instead of always just
reacting to wildfires.

Most wildfires are caused by some sort of human
action, or the lack of preventive action. Controlled
burning is therefore a form of necessary
preventive reaction.

Many uncontrolled fires result from actions such
as the illegal burning of copper cables to extract
the metal, illegal overnighting and cooking of food
on open fires, using grinders on metal fences that
throws sparks into the veld, and throwing burning
cigarettes out of car windows.

Cigarettes are often underestimated by smoking
drivers or passengers. A smouldering cigarette
can heat up to an intense heat if it travels through
the air at high speeds, such as being thrown out
of a car.

Sometimes braai fires in private properties
adjacent to nature reserves can be the cause of
fires when the wind blows sparks into the veld.
The wilful actions of arsonists with criminal intent
are sometimes also a factor.

- Controlled burns this quarter:

The reserve staff planned to undertake controlled
burning at Wave's Edge Wetland and Zoarvlei
Wetland, which are two management blocks of the
reserve (see Figure 6). These controlled burns
were conducted successfully and will be described
in more detail in a later section of this report.

1.2.3 The Milnerton Lagoon was often in the news this quarter...
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Figure 7. Photograph of the Milnerton Lagoon in the local press.
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Controlled berning of the reeds at Waves Edge wil take place this month, Much of the reeds
have been cut down by manual labourers in the past weeks. Mast of this dead material will be

removed from site and not burmed

Notice of controlled burns

Residents and motorists are asked to take in-
1o sccount the controlled burns at
the Waves Edge section of the Table Bay Na-
ture Reserve this month,

The possible dates for these operations in-
clde 40 7, 11 10 13, 19, and 25 1o 27 March.

“More precise dates will be communicated
to the public ance the weather and logistics
are taken into account,” says Koos Retled,
manager of the Table Bay Nature Reserve,

Permits for the burning of the bulrush
mood beds during March were obtained
through council,

This work is being implemented as part of
An infegrated managenwnt approach 1o pro-
maote natural fire regimes, indigenous biodi

vuitymdlbomvlo(mmlwpumm

ﬁums will be conducted on small reed
bods at the Wave's Edge Wetland, as well as
larger reed bed areas in the northern portion
of the Zoarviel Wetlands section

Residents adjacent to those areas are once
ogain roguested to close windows and ro-
move washing and any Oamnsble materialy
from property boundaries. Sufficlent meas-
ures are in place to keep the burns in con-
fned areas, but smoke may canse u tempo-
rury nuisance,
¥ For more information contact Koos Retief at table-
baygnatus e \BOV2A O jacobus) re-

3A

Figure 6. One of the articles about controlled burning.
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(see Figure 7 below).
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1.2.4 The Wooden Bridge (a heritage feature in the Milnerton Lagoon Section) has been in the
press regarding its maintenance and the costs required to repair it. The bridge is a significant cultural
attribute in the nature reserve, and it would be valuable to retain and restore it. But if the City cannot
prioritise funding for it's repairs, it would be wise to demolish the structure as it presently poses a
threat to pedestrians and users of the lagoon, including canoers who paddle underneath it. It has to be
determined whether it is economically sustainable to maintain a wooden bridge in a wet environment.
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" W Left Woodbridge Riand’s okd wood bridge 1t in 2 sorry tate,
but with repains expected to cost R milfion, it looks Fke s dayy
cnm s & numbered Above: Horses crossing the bridge in the 19304

Iconic b

left to ro

Milnerton's wood bridge, a national monument that
dates back to the early part of the 20th century, is
showing its age, but holding on to this piece of heritage
comes with a R6 million woll.

-

B This picture was taken in 1994, The new bridge can be seen in the distance.
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Wnndh!lh' ldand rem
dr-n-vu:ndmlk
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e beft 0 desetiorme,
snce i was deciared nwn-a-d
mocument in 1978

The Ciay of Cape Town said it
would comt about RO millons w0
losed for at least ) years

envirnnmental and qatial pilas-
ning, wid there wan no badget o
ropair the hradyge. bt officiale
were trymg oo find funding
The Gar b wodershen
stadies 10 guide the
of the bridge. but (e City
il eed foniding to do s
Sexctaona of the wooden rating
s the 1arred sarface ate beoden,
enaking i unafe Sor public vse.
Sr Bloor said 2 strocaes)

Wowal
1901 dhurmng the Angho-Bocr War,
for militury scoess 1 the nland
Latey, &t became » landmark.
wd fencng
ofl the bridge.
Bioor, mayoral com.

Warning
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l“ ld‘t .
mitter mwmber for  economic.

=t by Boerpwan Consolr-
iy Engineres o September 2011
fossnd while the bridge »on i a
very poor conditon, # could sl
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PCTURE: COON BOWN

W The Wooden Bridge's surface is deteriorating.

‘It will be like getting rid of Table Mountain’

From page 1

to wheel thetr products  never used it Rundie s the state of the bridge was “absoluscly
over. Only cars and Even though it was now not necessary  shocking”™, "It is a disgrace that it hasn't been looked
“An estimated  70% e ymall bakkies were per-  for people o use the old bridge, becanse  after because it was proclaimed as a national mont-

of the substrocture of

the bridge needs sib-
stntal repair and replacement. The
sperstructure also requires substantial
cepals and replacement,” said Mr Bloor.

Mark Schacht, managee of the Milner-
1o Golf Club, used the Wooden Bridge,
until the pew bridge was bulle in the 1980s,

“I st have used thar bridge for an
Soast 10 years,” he said,

Back then, the only sructues on
Woodteidge Estand were a holiday house,
the Ifesaving club and the golf club,

Heawy vehicles were not allowed over
the bridge, and golf < lub’s suppliers had

bridge. It was the only
way 10 reach the island.

Mr Schacht said only one car could
cross the bridge at a tme as there was no
wpace for two can to drive next to each
other, That sometimes caused heavy taf
Bic on O du Plessis Deve. There were no
robots to regulate the wraffic.

“As NOON 25 ONE CAT CAIE ACTOSS, YOU
had to wait for that car to go acyoss the
beidge. If you came at the wrong time you
could sit there for 10 1o 15 minutes.”

Mr Schacht can't understand why it
deteriorated so rapidly — beavy vehicies

mitted to drive over the  of the new one, tesidents who spoke 10 ment,” he said.

Ruth Ward-Cox a Woodbridge Island resident and
hody corporate member, said the City should priori-
tse the repuir of the bridge.

“Tihinkitls impartant for the people of Milneston
that it is fixed up,

Tabletalk said it should be restored
because it was a national monument

“There’s no need 10 use the heldge
because there's enough pedestrian walk-
ing space on the side of the new bridge,”
saidd Mr Schacht. "It would be a shame w
sce that bridge not restored because it
a landmark.”

He said the City shoakd find o way wo
have it repaired.

“If that bridge were to disappear it will
aliost be like getting rid of Table Moun-

\;’«-lbndgr bland resident Richard

Figure 8. Articles in the local media about the Wooden Bridge at the Milnerton Lagoon Section.
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1.2.5 A fish die-off occurred at the Milnerton Lagoon from 15-19/03/2012. The nature reserve staff
met on site with officials from various departments in the City, as well as the National Department of
Environmental Affairs, to evaluate the situation on Friday 15/03/2013. Various fish and water samples
were immediately taken for analysis to various laboratories. Disaster and Risk Management
Department made an initial media statement.

The Solid Waste department was called in to undertake a clean-up and disposal of the dead fish. The
nature reserve staff assisted with this operation. On 19/03/2013 an inter-service meeting was called to
review laboratory results as well as the progress with the clean-up operation. A media release was
prepared and distributed to the media. The clean-up was completed by 20/03/2013.

The direct cause of the fish die-off seemed to be oxygen starvation of the fish due to various factors
that caused the depletion of oxygen from the water. Some of the factors may include water pollution,
nutrients released from the sediments, high temperatures, and now wind. There does not appear to be
one single causal factor that is to blame, but concern over the water quality in the lagoon remains.

Despite speculation in the media, there was no direct link to blasting of the Seli-1 wreck, or to oil
contamination, and the fish die-off. See below Figures 9-10.

A PETUSREY. COUN RO
W The City says five tons of dead fish have been removed from the Diep River.

What killed
these fish?

After five tons of mullet washed up dead at Milnerton
Lagoon, the City quickly suggested hot weather as a
cause, but officials were overheard discussing sewage
and industrial contamination.

CITY SAYS NO: MILITARY MAN SAYS YES

FAATIMAH HENDRICRS

housands of fah o the
Tl)ﬁ-p Riover at Woodhridge
Ialand dicd overnight kst

woek, and, while reskdonts wistt
anvwers, e conld ke weeks o
find out what the camme was,

Detad andd blosed mulbet coukd
bo seen on the river bank and
flaating In the water on Friday
momming, March 15

There wis oo sign of Tide in the
rver, not even flamingos or othes
birds hovering around as they wsy
ally dow An orange plastic hoom
wiss placed soross the river, which
Is wssally used 10 contun watex
contaminates,

The Clay of Cape Town's Solid
Waste Management department
has spent a few days cleaning up

B An oil-5pill response team from the Department of Environmental Affairs was
quick 1o arrive on the scene.

the five 1ons of dead fish

Woodbrudge Iland  rosicent
Clens Hoysamer said the prrevionss
evening “everything was perfect”
However, when he woke up the
next motaing he notoed wll the
fishy were floating belly up,

He said it was the first nne
the 10 years he hodd been Biving
there thut all the fish in the river
had dsed overnight

“There's nothing visble that
we can soe, ke an of dick,” sid
Mr Huvsamer. He said whide walk
g hin dog around the sland, he
could soe lish monving down the
river, bat they, 100, were dying

“So, whatever it s, it s runming
down and Killing the river.”

Continued on page 3

Seli 1 dead fish link?

NADINE MOODIE

s of fish have washed up on the
shares of Milperton's beach and la-
goon, and nobody knows what the exact

cause of the washup is,

Last week Milnerton residents wers
shocked wWhen they found dead fish on the
shoreline of Milnerton lagoon and beach.

Just before the Nsh appearsd the wreck of
the Sell 1, the Turkish cargo carrying ship
that was stranded in the waters since Sap-
tember 2009 was weakend by the South Afri
cun Navy, by means of n series of explosions.

Explosives were used to sufficlently woak-
en the strocture 1o allow the wave action o
testruct the vessel during the coming win-
ter. Shottly after the first explosions the
more than 15 tons of dead Nsh appeared
along the shoreline.

No link
The city's mayaral committee member for
o0 I, envie | and spatial plan.
ning, Garreth Bloor says thit the fsh deaths
und the explosion of Sell 1 wre not Hnked
But a former policeman who served South
Africa in the Border War tends to diffor.

Figure 9. Various articles in the local media about the fish die-off.

The former Lt Col Ulrich Gehring says
that the fish deaths and the explosion are
dedinitely Hinked.

“I've soen fish come out of the water like
this many thises when o hand-grenade or dy-
namite was thrown into the water during my
thme on the border - there's definitety a con-
poction, I've seen fish boing affocted that are
up to 5 motres away from the explosion *

University of Cape Town's hend of martne
ressarch institute, Dr Coleen Moloney says
that dynamite fishing s & technigque that is
aften used to catch Mah,

“It 15 unciear that the explosives caused

the fish deaths. It |s definitely scmething
:,tr: needs to be looked Into and investigst-

Bloar believes that the fish washed-up be-
cause of the high nutrient levels and high
water temperatures that led {o low oxygpen
leveis In the water,

“This could've resulted from the slow-re-
lease of nutrionts from the sedlment base,
which could've reduced the oxygen to the
fish. The wann summer temporatures
could've also added to the deaths, by remov-

oxygen from the water.™
To page 2
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Your fromt w&:«u}' salaries and the poor high nutnient levels in
“What killed fish that want 1o enjoy the system, and various
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several of my letters, Lc?: our water clean, ents washing into the
with rece dath and i 1 is happy system. Fy ore, it

of how to avoid this
ha[g::ning again.
I A We can soc, it

with excuses and no
solutions. | am sure
there was hot weather,

is worth noting that the
system does not func-
ton as it woukld have

has ha aggain the City's explanation, natrally done due w
and, as before, it for thousands of years the infhaence of urban
affected the indigenous  without the fish dying, and agricultural devel
fish, Nothing has been ment. Without the
changed: the Diep ulis Wood, manager: fect of this develop-
River is still 0 manige- ment, the system

with alien plants that ment branch, have been far more

suck the last oxygen
out of the water, the
water iself still cannot

flow and therefore Coast, s

Milnerton Lagoon, an
Important estuatine
tat on the West

dynamic, with huge
parts of the viel drying
out during summer,
of Table

creates moud slands Bay Nature Reserve,
that are toxic, pollution  one of the 16 City-
runs in from owned and managed
where, typha m DALIC reserves, ﬁlh)eh

sw ot of controd, ton Lagoon forms part
itter every of the River,

where.

1 am sure this time it
will be business as
wsual, sstromomically
pakd council sl that
shoald deal with the
matter not leaving their

which is both a rural

and urban catchment

and continually

receives contaminanis

from varkous sources
as agniculoural

Fish deaths not

linked to

Seli 1,

says City official

From page 1

Mr Huysamer said he had noticed
a strange ammonia smell while he
was walking around the island.

“The issue now is how long is it
gotng to take to find out what it k2"

Mr Huysamer alerted Law
Enforcement and Disaster Risk Man-
agement. Natre Conservation and
the Department of Environmental
Affisiry” oil spill mﬁmc team were

act

(hcﬁm‘xopk-.
niver, followed by Law ‘

Had the Seli 1 been the canse there
would have been dead fish on the
beachfront.

“This is not s tidal movement. It is
coming from upstream,” said Mr
Theron, “Solid Waste Management

has been instructed to
clear the fish,”

ey oWlrgslt e e
health and biodiver-  GOING O [AKE  the City's biodiversity
sity departments. department, collected

The Gity issucd to ﬁndOUt about five litres of water
press release saving it what it is?

suspected  the  fish

died because of a lack

of oxygen in the water caused by very

hot weather, However, while officials

were investigating they were heard
ing the possible causes of the

water contaminaton, A possible

sewage Jeak was discussed, as well s

coptamination from the nearby

induauial area.

Momé Theron from the City's
environmental resource management
department <aid it was not at all
linked to the reduction of the Seli 1,

, for testing at the labora
tory in Athlone
"Visual obscrvation
shows that the water looks quite dark,
but what contributed to i, I aan't say,”
said Mr Retef.

The ot of Envirantnen.
tal Affairs took samples of the fish for
testing. Mr Retef said only once all
testing had been conducted, would
they know what contaminated the
water and caused the fish o die. How-
ever, it could take diys or even weeks
before the results of the tests were
known.

'fheSeli'l
killed those fish

With reference to a report of
the dead fish between Lagoon
Beach and Milnerton lighthou-
se — I am 99 % sure that this is
because of the underwater
explosions to the Seli 1.

I think that there were
explosions on or before 15
March, when the dead fish
washed out.

I know for a fact, that such
an explosion kills most of the
smaller fish in the vicinity of
any explosion beneath the
water surface, as I had first
hand experience of this.

LT COL ULLI GEHRING
Table View

Something fishy

ilnerton residents made a grim discovery when tons of dead

fish were found in the Diep River at Woodbridge Island.

They had no idea what the cause was, but many suspected

¢ some form of contamination, The City seems to be trying to keep a
lid on the situation,

While the testing may take several weeks, the City was quick 10
release a sttement over the weekend to say that high temperatures
mauy have dcplcml the oxygen in the water. This, however, made lit-
tle sense as Cape Town had seen a wave of hot days before without
thousands of fish dying, Also, City officials who were at the river on
the moming the dead fish were discovered, weren't talking about
the weather, They were discussing a contamination of some sort,

There is also the question of the boom placed across the river -
if, according 1o the officials, the fish died from a lack of oxygen due

to heat, why bother placing 4 boom? The booms are used to make

m contaminants, like petroleum products, are captured and kept
p )

We won't get a clear picture of what caused the fish deaths until

the tests are done. Let's hope the results are a lot less fishy than the

City's Initial attempt at an explanation.

Figure 10. Various articles in the local media about the fish die-off.
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1.2.6 The wreck of the Seli 1 was imploded in the week 11-15/03/2013 by the SA Navy in
conjunction with the City of Cape Town, SAMSA and the DEA. A series of explosive charges were
blasted between 12:00 and 13:00 to implode the wreck, and this was audible in the Table View and
Blouberg areas. The North Region’s Conservation Compliance officers and some staff of the nature
reserve assisted with controlling access on the dunes adjacent to the wreck. The access control is
intended to protect the fragile dunes from excessive trampling.

An oil pollution control measure, in the form of a floating rubber boom, was put in place by the DEA at
the Milnerton Lagoon, between the concrete and wooden bridges. This measure was to prevent that
any oil that may escape from the wreck entered into the estuary beyond the floating boom.
Expectations of potential contamination into the estuary was slim as the wreck lies north of the estuary
mouth. Most contaminants would travel North along the beach with the prevailing current, not South
towards the estuary mouth. North Region staff were nonetheless on standby to assist with cleanup of
any oil pollution on the beach after the implosion work. Below Figures 11-12 is an article in the local

press that notified residents of the planned work.

So long Seli 1, thanks for all the oil

This week will see the funeral of the Seli 1.

A wreck reduction process in respect of
the cargo vessel stranded along the Table
View coast, is set to commence during this
week,

The South African Navy, who have re-
cently carried out an investigation and sur-
vey of the wreck, have been enlisted by the
Department of Transport to undertake the
operation subject to favourable weather
conditions.

Assistance in the form of resources and
manpower will be provided by the City of
Cape Town, the South African Maritime
Safety Authority (Samsa) and the Depart-
ment of Environmental Affairs.

The wreck reduction, planned and under-
taken through a multi-agency task team, is
intended to strategically weaken the wreck
structure and, with the help of the ocean
forces, collapse it onto the seabed.

Remedial and protective measures are be-
ing put in place by the joint task team to
manage and mitigate the release of any oils
or pollutants, and the impact of this on the
coastline and marine life.

All risks with regards to oil pollution and
the sensitive marine environment have
been considered. Standby teams to respond
to any oil pollution or oiling of seabirds will
be in place, and the Southern African Foun-
dation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds
(Sanccob) and the Animal Demography
Unit at the University of Cape Town have
been engaged as part of the process,

The complete collapsing of the wreck in
this manner and the release of remaining
pollutants under controlled conditions will
likely remove all remaining negative im-
pacts of the Seli 1 on the coastline. Subse-
quent to the operation, however, an assess-
ment will be undertaken to determine ifany
further work is required.

On 7 September 2009 the Seli 1 experi-
enced engine problems and sought refuge in
Table Bay. A snapped anchor chain com-
pounded with reduced engine power and
stormy weather conditions culminated in

A wreck reduction process this week will aim to weaken the last two remaining pieces of
wreckage of the Seli 1, which will allow It to sink to the oceanbed. PHOTO: LEON STEENKAMP

the vessel grounding off the Table View
beach shortly before midnight,

Since the stranding, the vessel has posed
several risks as evident from the oil slicks
experienced, the contamination of marine
life and the pollution of the shoreline, The
presence of the vessel has also resulted in
the altering of the Table Bay coastline by
means of accretion and erosion. The vessel
also poses arisk torecreational beach users,
especially kite surfers.

The Joint Task Team is pleased that the
South African Navy will commence the
wreck reduction process before the coming
winter,

“It is extremely significant that this proc-
ess will be commencing before the winter
period, which in all likelihood would result
in further breakup of the vessel, increased
oll spills and oil contamination. In addition,
the sea conditions during winter are such
that the operation would not be viable,"” said

Figure 11. Article in the local press about the Seli-1 wreck being blasted.

JP Smith, mayoral committee member for
safety and security.

As of Monday the public are required to
adhere to the following safety measures:

» The entire beach and dune area opposite
the wreck will be closed to the public and
demarcated parking areas will also be off-
limits;

» Recreational activities are not permit-
ted;

* An area of approximately 1000 m sur-
rounding the wreck will be off-limits to all
vessels and water users during the opera-
tion.

Active policing of the off-limits area will
be In force by various law enforcement
agencies; and

» The airspace surrounding the wreck is
prohibited and no aircraft are allowed to op-
erate,

Updates on the wreck reduction will be is-
sued
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Sneaky surfers slip past

navy and law enforcement

FAATIMAH HENDRH RS

ile  baw  enforcement

agencies and the South

Alrican Navy  parolled

tho atea arommd the Sedt | during

eftorts 1o redoce the wreckage, two

ke smarfiers slipped into the prohib-
b warers 10 ride some waves.

Photogyaphber Johan Craye cap-
tured two kite sfers in e water
o the Sell | wreckage whisde it won
baecirng blovers s just hefore G o
Tucwtay MMJ:

Mr Craw mnk ‘sevoral PRctures
within sexonds of cach other, which
showed the ke surfers nearing the
wreckage a ot was exploding. He
sad from his observation the nay
wero “yory viggdant ™ i pearolling the
avea prios o the kise susfers riding
in1o the exchision zone,

The ity of Cape Tawn's tnay-
ol commines member for satety
and secursty, Abderman [P Sevith,
siicl a rocdion of T OOC arowsd the
wreek was offlimues during the
renkuie tiewt .

The par area, beach and
dunes nppn-nlc me wreck were also
closed 1 the prolidic

“Recreanonal actvities wete not
permined while the reducoon
cfforn were under way. The nir-
spoce surronmndhing the wreck was
probibsted and no  aiveraft were
allowed 10 operate with the excep:
von of the suowillance  arcraft

taking place.

assisting with the operadon,” sakd
Mr Smith, He saird Liw enforcemsont
wats present at the beach and by the
warer on et skin

*The City canmot be beld
responsihie if people choose 10 put
themsehves at sk deapite the ¢
presence of the law enforcement jet
skin and patrols, beach anoouncoe
meno und media coverage relating
1o safety,” sald Mr Seath.

Mesavwhido, the initial rodoctson

W Kite surfers seen near the wreck while the reduction efforts are

ellors of the Sell 1 wreckage have
been completed. While the wreok is
sl visitide, the mructures have been
weakenod (o enable ocean forces 1o
collapse it oo the seabed.
According 0 o statement
roleasod by the City, the sk team
tepocted that the minusal quant.
thes of onl released from the wreck
were “promptly  contsined and
dealt with”, and marine hfe was
Tarpely unaffected by the operastion,

B Trevor Smith of Table View took these picture of the Seli 1%
mid section being blown up on Wednesday March 20, Picture 3
shows the point of detonation, The front section of the ship was
blown up the day before.

B The South
African Navy's
Opentional
Diving Team
resumed the
wreck reducton
offorts of the Sob
1 along the
coastine of Table
View, this woek.

NCTURE COON B30WN

Task team continues
work on Seli 1 wreck
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e Deparmmsest ol Knvtrosmion-
wl Affides spent the week of
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Prosm the serface of the weer sl
Whaw e rost o sk o the
scabed

The Scbi 1 somghi refuge =
Tatde Moy in Sepacmnber 2004
aller experencing engme probs
lomw, In additien, o sspped
anchor cham  aml  stormy
weather reslued in the vewsel
rumndng agroaind s Mowtery
bty

he Cary s Ducumer Rk M-
agesmvent sl vy divers saned
blowaniung  the weeek  on
Weednoswtay Macch 15 The wrerh
wordid be rediced in phases,

An sten ol dbenit ooc Alane
ue soumd the Wi OO
Aomved off 1o wll onhier vesse b sl
il e
wek s bebig cedisced
stoq it froam evoding e cowe-
tioe as well us 1o climinate mavh
patinesl  bosards, thresan (o
Nerar o' maluly aned the pos
whslay o rocssrrmg ol spills,

The Cay savd emergency
Yesarmws anndd erviromi e inial orgdn

Sertions wern on sandlby in case

of s enecgency ox an ol spill
The werech wonthil remuin visk

tibe vvttl o0 wn thmsesanlol bry she

Ve foroes

The cpreration was Ha is o 84
Naey trainimy exercewt, so the
oty i s wvewdd 1o s the navy
for e seviies

The blasting of the serexh
drew humdeeds of ponple o
Momberg beact,. Workens alse
spremt their luschilse a e
Trezachs 1o witnow the uperatson

Table View rvsident Cobos
Ooethisiaess said (he Sel | wiv an
esee

T betem onnniagg & bong tise,
Die e poost takes fomewer b Dl
inga,” e skl

Homwver, another Talde View
resbderst Dhave Mabsn Sk cliffer-
ently. Hie bues bl an limvest m
the Sl | since the beginming
sl veggusar by tabes picrares af
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the process of weakening the structure of the Selfi ¥ wreck

Precision bombing for Seli 1

Efforts to further weaken the wreck of the
Sell | along Table View beach will resume
this week.

The South African Navy's Operational
Diving team will seek to force thelr way
through the hull of the wreck in a bid to ro-
lease the remaining oil that is in the con:
tainment area.

The divers will attempt to peel the hull
away, using an inflatable raft to got to the
blast points and contime their efforts by
amploying preciston blow.cutting equip-
ment 1o further weaken the structure of the
wreck.

“At this stage, the limited oi! spills that
have occurred have boen cleared up and no
marine life has been affected,” sadd Wilfred
Sota es of the City of Cape
Town's Disaster Risk Management Centre

City authorities and the Department of
Environmental Affairs have instituted con-
tingency measures to deal with any oll pol-

ll'l:k)n Incidents along the coastiine and off-
shore.

The prohihition to the general public re-

mains in place and law enforcement agen-
cles will remain on scone, cordoning off the
area,
Members of the public are not allowed to
aocess the wreek under any clrcumstances
as the structure has been significantly
woakened by means of the wreck reduction
operationa that started last week.

Signs of slight oll spiliage were visihle on
the beach over the weekend,

Reader Louise McDuling took some pho-
tos of the oil on the beach on Saturday after-
noon.

“When | reachod my car, the police had
alroady cordoned off the beach,” she said.

The seabird rehabilitation centre in Ta-
ble View, Sanccob has been monitoring the
li:{mum closely since the oporation start.

Figure 12. Articles about the Seli-1 wreck being blasted.
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p HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

2.1 Portion 2 of Remainder of Cape Farm 235 Vissershok (about 11,7 hectares adjoining the
Diep River Section) was reserved for conservation purposes under the management of the
Environmental Resource Management Department’s (ERMD) Biodiversity Management Branch (BMB).

The land lies to the North-East of the railway line that forms the boundary of the Diep River Section. It
is indicated as the red portion in the below Figures 13-14.

This acquisition is the result of a memorandum from Bongani Mnisi to the Director of Property
Management, who is delegated to reserve property for municipal purposes.

This portion was requested for the protection of high quality Critically Endangered Cape Flats Sand
Fynbos on site. It is also required for the protection of threatened plant and animals species, river
floodplain functioning, and for biodiversity connectivity purposes.

It is envisaged that the land will probably be managed as part of the Table Bay Nature Reserve, either
as part of the present Diep River Section, or as a new Section (possibly Vissershok Section). The below
figures illustrate the extent of the land in relation to the reserve. This portion has already been
included in the planning for invasive vegetation clearing work.

Figure 13. Portion 2 of Remainder of Cape Farm 235 Vissershok in Figure 14. Portion 2 of Remainder of Cape Farm 235 Vissershok in
relation to Diep River Section. relation to TBNR boundary.

2.2 Challenges that are experienced at the nature reserve include the lack of visitor control staff at
the main entrance gate to the Rietvlei Section. Presently the nature reserve utilises assistant
conservation staff and students to man the gate. The reserve also operates on an aging vehicle fleet
that needs replacement. Plans are underway to purchase replacement vehicles and to motivate to
obtain visitor control staff.
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3 BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT

3.1 Biodiversity Database

The Table Bay Nature Reserve records species presence and absence in four different data collection
boundaries. The below Table 1 is a compilation of this data to represent the present records for the
nature reserve as a whole. Not all species occur in all the management sections. Nature reserve staff
are undertaking active searching to confirm the presence of certain birds and amphibians that have not
been recorded for a long time. See below Figures 15-17 of some of the sightings.

Table 1. Species richness of the Table Bay Nature Reserve.

Amphibians 6 3 2 11
Insects 15 0 0 15
Mammals 28 0 1 29
Fish 14 0 0 14
Reptiles 22 11 1 34
Birds 178 70 17 265
Plants 255 108 119 482

Figure 15. One of two abandoned domestic rabbits rescued from
nature reserve (photo: Karen Merret)

~

Birkinshaw).

Figure 16. Marsh terrapin laying eggs at Stilt Avenue (photo: Andy

Baby grysbok seen in wetland

A baby grysbok the size of a small cat was
born at a wetland reserve in Contury City,

The baby, which is estimated to be just
a few weeks old was spotted and photo-
graphed by a regular visitor to Intaka Is-
land, Pat Elk.

The island Is part of a grysbok project be-
ing undertaken by the Cape Town City
Council that enables smaller nature re-
serves to house this animal in a more sus-
tainable way.

In June 2010 two grysbok were re-intro-
duced to Intaka following a lengthy ap-

The baby grysbok walking through the bushes
at Intaka Island,

proval process and with the full support of
Cape Nature, the City of Cape Town's Na-
ture Conservation Department and the
Blouvlel/Intaka Island Environmental Ad-
visory Committee.

Century City's environmental manager
Alan Liebenberg says that grysbok are sal-
itary and nocturnal animals that spend
most of the day under bushes and are maore
active between dusk and dawn.

“Last year we found two sets of spoors
close to each other, which is unusual. We
hoped that there would be an offspring and
our wish was granted.”

» For further detalls contact Alan Liebenberg on
021 552 6889,

Figure 17. Article about grysbok from the Table Bay Nature Reserve surviving at Intaka Island, Century City.
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4 NATURE CONSERVATION

4.1 Flora Management

4.1.1 Invasive vegetation clearing in the nature reserve comprises the following work:

- Diep River Section (eastern boundary): Port Jackson Removal

- Wave's Edge Wetland: Typha capensis (bulrush) reed cutting

- Rietvlei Bird Hide Block: Port Jackson clearing and kikuyu grass

- Rietvlei Table View Boundary: Port Jackson clearing

- Zoarvlei Wetland Section: Water hyacinth and bulrush cutting

- Milnerton Ridge Section: Water hyacinth and emergent reeds removal

Detailed reports of hectares cleared, person days and resources spent on these operations are sent
separately to the Invasive Species Unit, based at Westlake.

4.1.2 The Working for Wetlands Programme
is resuming work on invasive  species
management at the Diep River Section. This
work is prioritised by the Working for Wetland
Project Planning Committee due to the Section’s
requirement as a functioning floodplain. Invasive
species deplete water resources in rivers and
floodplains and are there undesirable.

Work load assessments and field verifications
were carried out to prepare for contracts.
Contracts were generated and it is expected that
clearing contractors will start working in this
Section during the next quarter. The main focus of
the contractors would be Port Jackson and Blue
Gum trees.

See Figure 18 across. Figure 18. Working for Wetland project implementers on site.

4.2 Fauna Management

4.2.1 A coordinated bird census was conducted at TBNR on 18/01/2013. The census was
conducted by the nature reserve staff and members of the Cape Bird Club. The census covers 11 water
area sections, which includes Potsdam Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW) as well as a terrestrial
(bush) bird survey. All ad hoc animal sightings are also recorded.

The waterbirds numbered a total of 2,986 birds from 39 species, including Great crested grebe 7,
Dabchick 1, White pelican 136, Whitebreasted cormorant 110, Reed cormorant 30, African darter 17,
Grey heron 16, Purple heron 4, Little egret 16, Yellowbilled egret 7, Cattle egret 4, Blackcrowned night
heron 5, Sacred ibis 37, Glossy ibis 1, Hadeda ibis 11, African spoonbill 4, Greater flamingo 185, Lesser
flamingo 60, Egyptian goose 461, Yellowbilled duck 169, Cape teal 19, Redbilled teal 5, Cape shoveller
2, Spurwinged goose 273, Purple swamphen 1, Common moorhen 9, Redknobbed coot 704, Blacksmith
lapwing 64, Pied avocet 72, Blackwinged stilt 1, Water thicknee 3, Kelp gull 92, Hartlaub's gull 427,
Caspian tern 1, Swift tern 1, Sandwich tern 11, Pied kingfisher 5, Cape wagtail 10, and Mallard 5.

Additional terrestrial species included Cape spurfowl, European swallow, Yellow-billed kite, Fiscal
shrike, Redwing starling, Whiterumped swift, White-throated swallow, African black swift, Levaillant's
cisticola, Brownthroated martin, and Orangethroated longclaw.

See Figures 19-21 and Table 2 below for further details and images.
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Table 2. Results from bird census of 18/01/2013.

2
c| B | | E
| B| S| | §| §| B| E
s| =| | & 2| 5| 2| 3| 2| 2| 2
£ 2| 2| E| £| 5| §| §| E| 2| §
ol €| 5| €| 2| £| g| &| §| E| &
Bird \ TBNR site Total a|l 2| 3| 8| 8 E| B| ¥ 8| 8| 2
TOTALS| 2986 138 | 287 | 341 | 1145 | 206 1 479 | 194 3 20 | 163
Great crested grebe 7 5 1 1
Dabchick 1 1
White pelican 136 5] 130
Whitebreasted cormorant 110 1 72 1 33 3
Reed cormorant 30 1 20 1 3 5
African darter 17 7 5] a
Grey heron 16 1 2 1 11 1
Purple heron 4 1 2 1
Little egret 16 1 2 13
Yellowhbilled egret 7 1 1 5
Cattle egret 4 2 2
Blackcrowned night heron 5 a 1
Sacred ibis 37 10 1 1 3 22
Glossy ibis 1 1
Hadeda ibis 11 2 9
African spoonbill 4 2 2
Greater flamingo 185 179 a 2
Lesser flamingo 60 60
Egyptian goose 461 7 124 | 160 | 150 12 &
Yellowbilled duck 169 84 1 17 22 2 43
Cape teal 19 7 12
Redhilled teal 5 2 3
Cape shoveller 2 2
Spurwinged goose 273 2 71 | 200
Purple swamphen 1 1
Common moorhen ] 3 2 1 1 2
Redknobbed coot 704 33 | 118 | 26 325 | 177 11 9 5
Blacksmith lapwing 64 a 23 2 35
Pied avocet 72 70 2
Blackwinged stilt 1 1
Water thicknee 3 3
Kelp gull a2 2 20 2 63
Hartlaub's gull 427 a a 304 | 113 1 1
Caspian tern 1 1
Swift tern 1 1
Sandwich tern 11 11
Pied kingfisher 5 1 3 1
Cape wagtail 10 7 1 2
mMallard 5 5
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Important observations during the bird census indicate that the central pan had the highest humber
of birds, followed by the Milnerton Lagoon, South Vlei, and North Vlei. This fact was recorded in the

media with various articles and photograpms highlighting the prolific birdlife in the Milnerton Lagoon
(see Figures 19-21).

Other obeservations include the fact that despite ducks, gesse, coots, moorhens, and gulls being the

highest in number, the pelicans and flamingoes are considered as the most visible bird species when
gathererd in large numbers.

Zoarvlei Potsdam Diep River, Plover Aliens, 5___Grebes, 8

Ibis, 49 C
Zoarvlei 'S ormcﬂgm:ns’

Nerthh South, 29 138 \orth Viei, types, 150 5, 480t and
South. 194 287 darter, 69
Pelicans,
136
Milnerton Flamingoe
Channel, 1 s &
Dolphin spoonbill,
Beach, 206 249

Figure 19. Pie chart of numbers of birds in various sections of TBNR Figure 20. Pie chart of bird groups during bird census of 18/01/2013.
and Potsdam WWTW during bird census of 18/01/2013.

W Below and right:
Colin Brown captured
thase studies of
flamingaos In
Milnerton. He said on
awindless Thursday
moening there were
many birds around
the old Woodbridge
Lagoan - the most
eye-catching of them
being the flamingos,
“If ane takes the time
10 watch them for a
while you notice they
are guite commical in
thelr actions, from
synchronised head
dunking to what I can
anly descrite as the
Tlamingo dance."he
noted.

W Photographer Colin
Brown has been busy
keeping tabs on
flamingos at
Milnerton's
Woodbridge lsland
and the Black River.
The laner has seen an
especially noticeable
resurgence in the
Greater Flamingo
population due to
recent clean-up
Initiatives

Seepage 8

Figure 21. Articles in the local press about the prolific birdlife in the Milnerton Lagoon.
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4.3 Erosion Management

4.3.1 The central pan dust problem is a high priority for Management of the nature reserve.
During the dry windy summer season, the central pans often dry out and expose fine silt on the
surface that can be blown off by the wind into large dust clouds. This causes intense nuisance to the
public.

For several years a Dust Management Plan has been in place which requires the Roads & Stormwater
Department to assist the Biodiversity Management Branch in pumping water from the North Vlei
permanent lake onto the seasonal central pans to wet the dust. The impacts of pumping water around
in the nature reserve have not been quantified.

The Diep Estuary Management Plan also recommended that the Milnerton By-pass Canal, which was
excavated as part of the Roads & Stormwater Department’s annual maintenance, should be left un-
maintained in order to allow the vegetation to slowly close the canal. This was decided since survey
measurements in 2010 indicated a one meter gradient in the canal and that part of the canal was
below the level of the pans. This allowed surface water to quickly drain off the pans down the canal.

The canal has not been excavated for several years, and vegetation has slowly returned, causing the
canal to close. During this 2012/2013 summer season it was noted that the water on the seasonal pans
have not drained off, but rather remained throughout the summer. The retention of the water on the
pan has basically prevented severe dust storms and removed the need for pumping of water.

It is envisage that the Milnerton By-pass Canal should be left to completely close over time, and that
no dust would be expected in the future.

5 WATER MANAGEMENT

5.1 Water quality

Water quality was monitored over three occasions at 15 monitoring points in the Table Bay Nature
Reserve. The monitoring dates were 29/01, 26/02, and 26/03/2013.

5.2 Rainfall measurements

Rainfall at the Rietvlei main entrance totalled an above-average 30mm. See Table 3 and Figures
22-24 below for interpretation of data.

Table 3. Rainfall records from the Rietvlei main entrance gate.

Ave 2000 [ 2001 | 2002 | 2003 { 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 2013

January 10.531 16.0) &7.9] 35 80/ 16.0 1.0 1.5 4.0 4.00{ 1.00] 10.00] &.00 9.00
February 6.8 20 100) 60 09 4.0 7.00 195 600 9000 5000 000 000 19.00
March 7.4462 0.00 101 322 7.0/ 145 4.0 150 4.0[ 0.00 1.000 7.00] 0.00 2.00
April 31.838 5.0] 18.9] 29.9] 10.9] 795 695 272| 455 10.0] 3250/ 9.00( 20.00 56.00

May 50.646 261| 487 386[ 222 23] 541 1040) 425 440 94.00{ 34.00] 3400 64.00

June 64.473 51.6] 364 62.8) 131| 668 B833] 255[ 1277 67.0) 83000 71.00] 93.000 57.00

July 67.581 46.1| 175.7] B95[ 27.3| 658 38.0) 64.2) 96.0] 116.0{ 57.00{ 38.00) 13.00] 72.00

August 63.642 24.3| 108.7) 669 81.1| 455 740/ 450) 86.0] 68.5( 79.00{ 30.00) 54.00] &7.00
September 31.758 493 615] 195[ 538 178 300 120)] 340 4.0[ 47.00] 12.00] 33.00] 39.00

October 24.904 8.3 31.2[ 337 25.3] 119.0 9.8] 20.5] 220 2.0[ 29.00{ 0.00] 10.00] 16.00
November 20.046 8.8] 225 13.2] 28] 3.0 9.8] 31.0{ 300 46.0|] 62,50/ 12.00[ &.00f 11.00
December 10.431 25 105 201] 155] 65 00 45] 220{ 190 700/ 10.00{ 1800/ 0.00

TOTAL 219.0] 532.1] 432.2{ 293.7[ 421.9] 402.9] 345.9] 541.7] 390.5] 504.0[ 273.0{ 300.0f 387.0 30.0]
NB: Open Spaces = No DATA (RED) indicates insufficient DATA
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Figure 22. Total rainfall recorded at Rietvlei per year.
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Figure 23. Monthly rainfall at Rietvlei during 2013.
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Figure 24. Accumulation of rainfall at Rietvlei during 2013.
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6 FIRE MANAGEMENT

6.1 Wildfires do not always result in damage to human lives or property, but this possibly is a
constant threat. Fire fighters and nature conservators are exposed to dangerous working conditions to
protect the people and property of the City.

Fires can be especially dangerous where there is a close interface between natural areas and the built
environment. Residents can help by being fire-wise and assisting Fire and Emergency Services with
safe passage through traffic and built-up areas.

There is a critical need to proactively manage fires under controlled conditions in order to reduce the
number and intensity of wildfires. Below are reports of fires in and around the nature reserve.

6.1.1 Wildfires occurred in the Zoarvlei
Section (Southern Block) on 5/01 and
1/03/2013. The Fire Department brought these
fires under control. The TBNR team was not called
out to assist. Residents and neighbours are
advised to contact the reserve office at 021 444
0315 about fires in progress.

The vegetation that was burnt is Cape Lowland
Freshwater Wetland. News article reported that
people are “living” in the reeds. It is not allowed
for people to overnight on Council property
without permission, and therefore residents and
neighbours are advised to contact SAPS, Law
Enforcement or Reserve Management to assist
with relocating displaced people. See Figure 25.

6.1.2 A wildfire occurred at the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve on 15/01/2013. The Table
Bay team assisted the Blaauwberg team, as well
as the Fire Department and various other reserve
teams to bring the fire under control.

A back-burn was utilised to extinguish a portion of
the fire. Figure 26 opposite indicates the back-
burn that was conducted from a graded path that
was utilised as a fire-break.

It is suspected that this fire was started by a
cigarette thrown from a vehicle travelling on the
R27. It is illegal and highly irresponsible to throw
any burning item from a moving vehicle. The loss
of life and property can have serious implications
for a person found guilty of such an action.

Figure 26. A back burn executed in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.

6.1.3 A wildfire occurred at the Diep River Section of the Table Bay Nature Reserve on
28/01/2013. The Table Bay team assisted the Fire Department to bring the fire under control.

Figure 27 opposite indicates the floodplain habitat that burnt during the fire.

A management decision was taken in consultation with the Fire Department to allow the fire to sweep
through the floodplain habitat, which consists mainly of reed beds and grass fields. This decision was
required to reduce the flammable fuel load in the river bed and thereby reduce the likelihood of follow-
up wildfires. The fire was finally extinguished in the terrestrial habitat, but considerable overtime was
spent in controlling this fire over a three day period.
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It is suspected that the fire was started by
displaced people making fires for cooking food or
burning plastic off scrap metal pieces. Residents
should note that it is illegal to make fires on
Council property without permission or in an
area that is not a designated fire area. The
vegetation that was burnt is Cape Lowland
Freshwater Wetland.

Figure 27. Fire in the Diep River Section.

6.1.4 A wildfire occurred in the Rietvlei
Section (Milnerton Ridge Block) from 04-
06/02/2013. Considerable overtime was spent
in controlling this fire over a two day period. An
Injury on Duty was sustained during the
operation. It is suspected that the fire was started
deliberately by an unknown person.

The vegetation that was burnt is partly Cape Flats
Sand Fynbos and Cape Lowland Freshwater
Wetland. The TBNR team and EPWP workers
cleared the burnt area of dumped material that
was hidden in the vegetation for many years. This
included building rubble and other forms of litter.

6.1.5 A controlled burn was conducted at
the Wave’'s Edge Wetland of the Rietvlei
Section on 5/03/2013. This burn was
conducted primarily to reduce dry and dead reeds
from the wetland area where a team had been
cutting the reeds. Intensive planning was required
to make this burn a success. The opening of the
habitat helped workers access the almost
impenetrable reed beds. The burn was successful,
allowing for follow-up, litter clearing, reed cutting
as well as herbicide spraying of new regrowth.

The opening of the habitat has made bird
populations much more visible, and many bird
watchers have been seen photographing birds in
this area. The continuation of the cutting of the
reed beds is subject to the availability of funding.

Figure 30. Controlled burn of reedbeds at Wave's Edge Wetland.
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6.1.6 A controlled ecological burn was

conducted at Tygerberg Nature Reserve on
07/03/2013. The Table Bay team assisted the
Biodiversity Management Branch and the Fire
Department to conduct this burn safely.

6.1.7 A wildfire occurred at the Table View
boundary of the Rietvlei Section on
11/03/2013. The Table Bay team and the Fire
Department extinguished this fire the same day. A
suspected arson possibly started the fire.

Figure 31. Ecological burning at Tygerberg Nature Reserve.

Figure 32. Burnt area at Table View boundary of Rietvlei Section.

6.1.8 A controlled burn was conducted at Zoarvlei in two phases on 12 and 25/03/2013.
The burn was intended to remove dead reeds that were treated with herbicide. Intensive planning went
into the process to ensure a safe and successful burn. Several illegal structures had to be removed and
about 14 people relocated out of the burn area before any burning could take place. There are huge
pressures on the area from displaced people that build and occupy illegal structures. After the burn
several truck-loads of litter and rubble were removed from the site over the period of about a week.

Figure 34. Site of the burnt area at Zoarvlei.

Figure 33. Bongani Mnisi, Koos Retief, and Jacques Kuyler conducted
controlled burning at Zoarvlei (photo by D. Droste).

6.1.9 Fire mapping: All fires in the Table Bay Nature Reserve were mapped, either with a GPS or by
digitizing from aerial photographs. The mapping of fires and vegetation age is important to prioritise
future controlled burning as well as focus areas for wildfire responses. The up to date fire map will be
made available at the next quarter and will be evaluated by managers.
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7 COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT

7.1 Scrap metal fires are made by scrap collectors who burn off the plastic, rubber, or wood that
is often attached to certain metal scraps or cables, in order to trade the remaining valuable metals.
These fires are illegal and often result in wildfires in nature reserve. The three offenders below were
apprehended on site and given instructions to extinguish their fire. They were educated about the fact
that they have committed an offence in a nature reserve. They were also interrogated by Conservation
Compliance officers and a Law Enforcement officer. They received written warning and were
photographed in order to be recognised if they repeated the offence. Repeat offenders will be charged
and a zero tolerance stance on illegal fires could become the norm.

Figure 35. Area manager, Koos Retief, instructing an illegal fire to be
extinguished (photo C. Singo).

Figure 36. Area manager educating apprehended people about the
law and dangers of fire (photo C. Singo).

7.2 Vandalism: The Mayor released a media statement about the harmful effects of vandalism on
Council property and service delivery (see Figure 37 below). The Table Bay Nature Reserve also suffers
from graffiti and vandalism of signs, fences and other infrastructure. We urge the public to report
signs of vandalism of nature reserve infrastructure to the reserve management team.

Mayor: We all lose out through vandalism

Vandalism not oaly hampers the Clty of
Cape Town's ability to carry out and tm-
prove service delivery, it also comes at groat
cost, In the past financial year alone, vandal-
ism flattoned the city’s pockets by almost
R130 milllon

In her weekly nowsbotter, Cape Town may
or Patricia de Lille, says that the city's gov
arnment and the people thoy sorve are in
some ways fighting a battle against incrvas
ing financial targets, limited resources and
n changing environmeont,

“But there is another direct battie we are
fighting, a front that is particularly painful:
and that is the battle aguinst vandalism,”
she states.

“T am not sure that every citizen appreci

ates the scale of this particulsr challenge.
Some people might associate vandallsm
with undesired graffiti, or perhaps & defaced
slgn.”

Vandalism includes those things but it al-
80 includes the destruction of robots; the de-
struction or theft of electricity cables and in-
stallations, wator pipes and installations;
and the blockage of sewers. In addition to
this city-wide problem., there are the muiti-
plier effocts of disruptions to networks, De
Lille explained

“For example, broken street lights might
interrupt the safety grid of an area; a com-
promised witer pipe offects different com-
munities downstroam; and a blocked storm
water drain can cause serious damage to the

surrounding bullt environment.

“All of these network disruptions have
consequences for the people of this city, be
they problems in getting to work through
water-clogged streets or & feeling of vulnera-
bility and u lack of safety in the dark.”

In the financial year to date, the city has
spent:

» just over R115 million on vandalism re-
lated to sewers:

» just under R7 million on vandalism re-
latod to water and sanitation;

» just under R6 million on vandalism re-
lating to electricity

Budgeting for these amounts is challong-
ing. “Given the scale of our challenges at lo-
cal government, this particular batte Is an

Figure 37. Media release from the Mayor about vandalism of City property.

7.3

especially bitter one for the simple reality
that it prevents us from dolng our job and
making delivery progress for the whole
oity.”

To report vandalism, please call:

» Copper thaft: (800 222 771

» Vandalism is malicious damage to prop-
erty - a common law crime: call the nearest
SAPS statton or metro pollos via 021 596 1900

* For graffiti also call (21 596 1969

» The general call centre that the public
can use to report fiults; 0650 163 (&%, option
2 for water-related faults or emall water
tociicapotown.gov.za or SMS 31573; option 1
for edectricity-related faults or omall fauit-
roportingeontredcapetown gov.za or SMS
iz,

Displaced people are impacting on the nature reserve at several locations, including the

Zoarvlei Section. The Table Bay team and Conservation Compliance Officer work with the Displaced
Peoples’ Unit and the Anti-Land Invasion Unit to keep the nature reserve free of illegal occupants. In
the part of the Zoarvlei Section that was burnt this quarter, there were at least ten illegal structures
with about 14 people illegally occupying land. Very often, people return to other parts of the nature
reserve immediately after their illegal structures are removed. The media have published various
articles on the matter, some sympathetic and others not (see Figures 38-39 below) We urge the
public to report illegal occupation in the nature reserve to the reserve management team.
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NUMBERS INCREASE: RESIDENTS THREATENED

Vagrants turn violent

View Increases 11 seemns thelr hurass
ing of residents ks also becoming more
threateming.
One such area that is plagued by vagrants
:::dpublk open space in Central Park, Park:
L3
A reabdent of a nelghbouring block of flats
is now scared to walk outside alone after she
decided to voioe her disploasure about the
vagrants that sleep in this park overnight.
“I started chasing them away after a
nelghbour of mine was robbed by a group of
vagranta,” says the woman who asked to not
be Mentified.
Threats to poison some residents’ dogs
have also caused her to back off

An the number of vagrants in Table

Figure 38. Article in the local press about displaced people in the area.

“I have heard that members of the 26 and
28 prizon gangs are also among thess ve-
grants ™ she adds,

Threats

A local security guard has also hrought
the wrath of the vagrants upon himself after
trying to show them the road,

“Whenever they came 10 sleep here |
would chase them away 80 they now know
my fuce. They started threatening me. It was
In Afriksans and 1 didn't understand it, but
ane of the guys told me: “They say they are
£0ing to stab you'," says Jacques Ntenga,
who has been a guard ot one of the residen
tinl complexes for the past two months.

“Recontly when my girifriend came to vis-
it me, they threatened her with a screwdriv-
wr and I told her not come here again ™ ssys

The below media article refers to occupants in a

structure at the Bayside Soccer Club
Section. The article does not however

Zoarvlei

in the

state that their occupation is illegal, and that they
have a detrimental impact on the environment.

This property, which is managed as part of Sport

and Recreation

infrastructure, creates a severe

hazard to the environment. Illegal occupation of
City structures should not be tolerated

Brooklyn woman appeals for youth support

CLEMENT DEANE

1% been a vosgh few st by
Deookhyn's Raleen san Schalk
wyk, whose hope of belping
wmlh on the street has hit 2 few
sy

\lvrl Fabdetalh's convevage of
Boer ok with a groep of youth
("We aee Eslimg osr chaldren,”
Nuvember 28], soene buve (illen
by the wuvside while help she
hoped 10 recewe from the police
Buda 23 Bt vanislued

Now ahie noeds Bnanclal assks
moce for sruguieg youths such
s Derosta Lodca, 20, witvo would
BRe o sy eeanagesioent wl the
College of Cape Tosi. However,

TR LU Dl

B The deeelict bullding Dermia Lubas stays in an Zoarvied She
hopes to study management and bulld a better Ife for herself and

she miay peed 10 Yesort 10 night — her two childnen
school i the funeds are noe asail
ulide Mis Vst Schally k., Hiomever, du

Ma Laabas s while she win
pewpared 10 put the wock in 1o
vampleie muatne throogh nighe

sl n qualificasion T o ter
Gary losonteon would probably
esn @ aquicher exat from o Sife of

pewerty. Her soey ie similar
counrless others  abous  the
waportancos of a good edocanion
Afforcdimg o, thoughs. s (he ogh

¢ probles b always
money. We lave recotved some
Bt bex the foem of e, elody-

Puts dinitedd theoe wans stlll u by
a0 L

M Lukas cooplesed Geade #
bt dhropped ool of high s hoed
when she win 15, Her modher
bamt hor school boaka, apger
vty out of rite Do she didd
'y By M Lok tenfiiend u
the tme

Without un eslucanon, n was
ol fuulisg work and s
now lves i 2 derelict sroctuce
on Yoardel with ber bandriend
untd two cildien, She scoepied

It there s mo money for thae. |
e Suwve the oprion of going »
gl schood and §feel confidens
1 cam do etther. 1 wann » beighes
Terttgry fowr oy chilicboens,™ sand Ma
Lubas

My Vi Schalbwsb aid de
Tisss btk v cthiers v were walk
bigg 1o o thevagh develoqunont
[ ogranInes wuch as those
offered by the Chrymaliy Yooth
Avamlemy o Toka — aosl oo
nsevested o dhel coucse In
Faact, Ma Vi Schalewyk i lookiog
1o entablishy her omn onganeertion

Ntenga who ks originally from the Democrat
ic Republic of Cango.

Lt Ellzabeth Munro, Kespersan far the
Table View pollce says the probilem with the
vagrants is an ongoing one.

“We together with Compilex Patrols have
regular patrols in this area In Parkiands ™

She says although the majority of the va-
gronts are people focused on scavenging
through rubbich bins for goods to sell 1o re-
cycling companies, thare are some criminal
clements,

Criminals

“We have found stolen goods in the posses-
sion of same of these vagrants and there are
criminals amang them who pose as beg-
gurs,” ahe said,

She added that they believe that the use

of gang graffiti on some walls was & way of
doterring people from chasing them away,
“We think they might be using this to try
and intimidate the work of the Tahle View
Neighbourhood Watch as well," she says

Sheiter

A local business owner Anthony Ketthe
confirma It is a difficult situation.

“They are found in the whole of Park.
lands, wherever there (s shelter from the
wind and rain.

“We find them sleeping in our doorway
und they leave a lot of rubbish beliind, ™ says
Kettle who runs a martial arts gvm in Vil
lage Walk.

He 100 has been threatened on one ocen-
ston,

» To page 2.

TYGERBURGER | TABLE VIEW
Woensdag, 6 Maart 2013

Tortoises a new
one for the cops

LEON STEENKAMP

Poached wildlife was one surprise local po-
lice were not bargaining on when they raid-
od an informal dwelling in Doornbach re-
oantly.

Looking for a robbary suspect, members
of the Table View police came across a
batch of 31 Cape angulate tortoises while
searching the shack on Tueaday 1% Febro-

ary

After booking the tortoises in as evidence
ot the Table View police station, the rep.
tiles were released into the care of Kocs Re
tief, manager of the Table Bay Nature Re
Ve,

We phoned Carl Brown from the West.
ern Cape Nature Conservation Beard who
in responsible for the regulation of the Na-
ture Conservation Ovdinance. He said wo
nhould press charpes against the person in
whose possession the tortolses were
found,” Retiel sakd

The ordinance specifies (hree lovels of
protection for wild animals - en
protected and indigenous umprotected wild
animals.

Angulate tortoises (Chersine angulata)
urve listed as protoctod, In terms of Section
41 X0) of the Ordinance no persan may bo
in jon af a pr 1 wild
without o permit authorising them todo sa.
Also, Section 42(1)(a) prohibits any person
from being in possession of a protected wikd
animal whlch they have hunted on the
property of which they are pot the owner,
without the written permission of the land-
owner In sccordance with Section 38 of the
Oydinance

“Om conviction of this offence the maxi-

diversity complianos officer of the Biods
yerslty Crime Unit of the Western Cape
Nature Conservation Board

After questioning the suspect he con-
fessed to taking the tortokses from the Diep
mwrm-xlmoﬂho'l‘abhnaymmnup-

‘Wv believe they were ponched from tho
field around the raflway tine in the area of
the Potsdam Hoad,” Retief sald.

Retief says they helleve the lortokse wers
poached to be elther nsed for mut) purposes
or to be exported to Asia for the pet market,

Currently the loctolse are being lept in
# temporary enclosure at the Table Bay Na-
ture Ressrve head offico st Rietviel antil

g avd statosery. They are Ms Vo Schalloesh's olfer and  ledicated s helpeg isoublod o

stall thigs amd they do bedp. | regstered o an mstinoon bot  sougghing \u‘h'm Mookbm mum m"““‘,’ cauld receive is a R10 000 ﬂ‘?y ﬂl‘l b raleasad back into the wild.
amn gratehul for what 1 Jave she seeds fancal belp (F she 1 yon wvld B 40 help, coe- fine or two yeany’ imprisonment withafur- ~ “They have a patch of grass and enough
rocelved becmse | could noe  bapes o continee et Ma Vi Schallowh on (121 ther fine equal to three times the commer-  shade to be camfortable,” Retief said with
Beave dowse this s i onen,” saidd 1 wans s soady management. 310 1040 clal value of the tortolses, ™ said Brown, bio-  a smile.

Figure 40. Article in the local press about confiscated tortoises that
were harvested frmo the Diep River Section.

Figure 39. Article in the local press about illegal occupants at

Zoarvlei Section.

7.4 Illegal harvesting of wildlife is still taking place in parts of the nature reserve, including the
Diep River Section. Above Figure 40 is an article about one case where Table Bay staff and CapeNature
officials helped the SAPS to identify and catalogue this batch of 39 tortoises as evidence in a case
against a person. The tortoises were released from SAPS to the nature reserve staff. We urge the
public to notify the SAPS or CapeNature if they are aware of people harvesting or keeping
animals without the necessary permits.
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8 PEOPLE AND CONSERVATION

8.1 Stakeholder Engagement (external meetings)

TBNR staff attended no less than 13 external stakeholder meetings during this quarter. See Table 4
below for details.

Table 4. External stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR.

TBNR 16/01/2013 Diep River church groups Discussion &
Feedback

17/01/2013 Milnerton Riding Club

24/01/2013 Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT)
29/01/2013 SANCCOB
30/01/2013 Councillor Makaleni from Du Noon

1/02/2013 Zoarvlei Management Advisory Committee

4/02/2013 EPWP programmes implementation

6/02/2013 Diep River Working for Wetlands site meeting

14/02/2013 Milnerton Local Areas Spatial Development Framework (LASDF)
15/02/2013 Responsible Tourism workshop

27/02/2013 SANCCOB

19/03/2013 Coordinated inter-service meeting on the Milnerton lagoon fish die-off

27/03/2013 Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT)

8.2 Stakeholder Engagement (internal meetings)

TBNR staff attended no less than 12 internal stakeholder meetings during this quarter. See Table 5
below for details.

Table 5. Internal stakeholder meetings relating to the TBNR.

TBNR 2/01/2013 Signing students contracts Discussion &
Feedback
4/01/2013 Planning signage for TBNR
9/01/2013
14/01/2013 Baseline audiometric testing for all TBNR staff
15/01/2013 Students Council driver’s assessments

21/01/2013 Invasive Alien Species reporting meeting

31/01/2013 Blaauwberg Nature Reserve fire debrief

11/02/2013 Adult Education & Training (AET) meeting

11/02/2013 Workplace Skills Development Programme (WSDP) meeting

14/02/2013 Biodiversity Database training

18/02/2013 Planning signage for TBNR

19/02/2013 Reserve volunteer programme

20/02/2013 Important Bird Area (IBA) review
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8.3 North District Meetings: Management and Health & Safety

Table Bay staff attended three Regional Meetings during this quarter (See Table 6 below).

Table 6. Records of regional meetings relating to the TBNR.

1/02/2013 Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Regional Health & Safety meeting

Regional Management Meeting

1/03/2013 Table Bay Nature Reserve Regional Management Meeting

8.4 Environmental Resource Management / Branch Meetings / Fun Days

Table Bay staff attended three Regional Meetings during this quarter (See Table 7 below).

Table 7. Branch meetings relating to the TBNR.

31/01/2013 Christo Pienaar Centre Branch Recruitment & Selection processes
22/02/2013 Mike Woods Centre Students’ Research Proposals
28/02/2013 Lourensford Wine Estate Branch Meeting

8.5 Benefits, use of facilities, and media headlines

8.5.1 The Rietvlei Boma was used for no less than 24 events this quarter, providing at least 676
person days of benefit to people (see below Table 8 for details).

Table 8. Rietvlei boma usage.

2013/01/16 | Diep River - Church groups Meeting 8
2013/01/21 | Greenest Metro competition Evaluation meeting 11
2013/01/22 EPWP new intake Meeting 6
2013/01/24 | WIL student mentors Mentor workshop 15
2013/01/28 | WIL students Students’ Induction 25
2013/01/29 | WIL students Students’ Induction 27
2013/01/30 | WIL students Students’ Induction 35
2013/01/31 | WIL students Students’ Induction 30
2013/02/01 | WIL students Students’ Induction 28
2013/02/07 | SANParks Regional Meeting 35
2013/02/08 | SANParks Regional Meeting 35
2013/02/11 | EPWP working group Health and Safety meeting 47
2013/02/11 | Local Area Economic Development Unit Meeting “way we work” 25
2013/02/14 | Bionet Alliance Committee meeting Meeting 10
2013/02/15 | Public members, MyCiti Responsible Tourism Event 60
2013/02/18 | EPWP working group Health and Safety meeting 53
2013/03/01 | North Region staff Regional Meeting 14
2013/03/08 | Department Revenue: Support Services Revenue Management Team Workshop 25
2013/03/11 | EPWP working group Health and Safety meeting 42
2013/03/14 | SAPS Forensic Science Laboratory W/Cape | Management Meeting 20
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2013/03/15 | SAPS Forensic Science Laboratory W/Cape | Management Meeting 20
2013/03/18 | EPWP working group Health and Safety meeting 42
2013/03/20 | SAPS Forensic Science Laboratory W/Cape | Meeting 23
2013/03/25 | EPWP working group Health and Safety meeting 40

TOTAL 676

8.5.2 The Rietvlei Education Centre was used for no less than 3 events this quarter, providing at

least 54 person days of benefit to people (see below Table 9 for details).

Table 9. Rietvlei Education Centre usage.

2013/02/07 | Rietvlei Management Working Group Meeting 9
2013/03/14 | Natanya Dreyer Training session for new EE interns 10
2013/03/14 | Friends of Rietvlei Evening talk — Doug Harebottle, Local Birding 35

TOTAL 54

8.5.3 Environmental Education was of at no less than 10 events this quarter, providing at least 426
person days of benefit to people (see below Table 10 for details).

Table 10. Environmental Education this quarter.

2013/01/18 Cape Bird Club 0 0+12 12 Bird Club outing
2013/02/02 1%t Blaauwberg Scouts 8 0+1 9 Community Service - Beach clean-up
Diep River mouth
2013/02/06 Downeville Primary 75 440 79 Wetland Discovery Race
2013/02/15 Responsible Tourism Event 0 0+58 58 TBNR & BBNR Reserve tour
2013/02/16 Kenridge Primary 18 4+ 4 26 Garden Birds by A. le Roux
2013/02/18 Shree Bharat Sharda Mandir 41 3+0 44 Joined SANCCOB programme (wetland
School, Gauteng race & miniSASS)
2013/02/26 Seamount Primary 44 240 46 Wetlands ecology
2013/03/19 Parklands College 62 440 66 Joint SANCCOB programme Wetland
biodiversity (fish dissection & plants)
2013/03/21 Riverside Primary, Robertson 45 240 47 Biodiversity
2013/03/27 Riverside College 36 340 39 Wetland ecology
TOTALS 329 97 426 TOTALS
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9 HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

9.1 Staff Establishment

Staff at TBNR consisted of 11 permanent staff and no less than 72 contract (non-permanent) staff (see
Table 11 below). Apart from two students and one intern, most of the non-permanent staff were EPWP
contract workers that work on projects ranging from invasive vegetation clearing, reed bed cutting,
firebreak maintenance, as well as the construction of boardwalks.

Table 11. Table Bay staff complement.

Area Manager Functional / Operational Management 1
Assistant Cons Off Gate control / Visitor Mngt / Law Enforcement 2
Assistant Cons Off Conservation Compliance - Diep River 1
People & Cons Off Environmental Education Officer 1
Internal | Foreman Supervision of Junior Staff 1
Small Plant Operator | Chainsaw / Brush-cutter / weed eaters / mowers 1
Senior Workers Labour / Field Ranging 4
Intern Education Programme Management 1
Student Nature Conservation Learning 2
External | Workers EPWP Labour 69
TOTALS 11 72

9.1.1 Two Nature Conservation students were appointed to work at the Table Bay Nature
Reserve. Simonne Afonso was appointed from CPUT and Landi Louw was appointed from UNISA.

9.1.2 Annual baseline-audiometric testing of all Table Bay staff was conducted this quarter.

9.2  Staff Training

9.2.1 An induction course was hosted at the Rietvlei boma for all new students on City of Cape
Town nature reserve. This course was presented by various instructors over a week period. Part of the
course focussed on basic fire fighting.

9.2.2 An Adult Education & Training meeting was held with Table Bay field rangers to determine
which staff are willing to undergo such training to improve their qualifications.

9.2.3 A Workplace Skills Development Plan meeting was held with all Table Bay staff to submit
their work-based training requirements for the next year period.

9.2.4 Biodiversity Database training was offered to all new staff at the Table Bay.

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE | QUARTERLY REPORT | JANUARY TO MARCH 2013



10 TOURISM AND VISITORS

10.1 Entrance and revenue: A total of R43 435 was collected at the Rietvlei main gate during this

quarter (see Table 12 below for details).

Table 12. Revenue collected at the Rietvlei main entrance this quarter.

Pensioners R 6.00 28 28 24 80
Adults R 12.00 473 261 313 1047
Children; 3-17 yrs R 6.00 156 75 62 293
Scholars - student card R 6.00 3 1 4
Children <3yrs & free R 0.00 4 5 2 11
Scholars - school groups R 5.00 64 97 161
Friends groups with proof of membership R 0.00 42 28 27 97
Season Ticket - adult R 115.00 1

Season Ticket - snr citizen R 59.00 1 1 2
Season Ticket - family R 175.00 1 1
Vehicles R 17.00 252 137 149 538
Powerboats R 44.00 57 24 24 105
Powerboat annual ticket R 390.00 1 1
Sailboats/dinghy/windsurfer — adults R 19.00 2 2
Fishing - Senior Citizen R 13.00 13 5 6 24
Fishermen - Adult R 38.00 138 52 95 285
Fishermen - Children (3-17yrs) R 13.00 28 6 11 45
Fauna Management call out fee (per hour) R 115.00 1 1
Hire of trap (per week) R 220.00 2 2
Commercial activity 1-9 people per day R 110.00 1 1
Commercial activity 10-20 people per day R 270.00 2 1 3

11 INFRASTRUCTURE MAINTENANCE

Various fencing, gates and signage was installed and maintained during this quarter.

12 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

12.1 A boardwalk was constructed by an EPWP team at the Bird Hide Block between the entrance
road and the two bird hides. This work is not complete as there are certain snags that require attention
and completion. The boardwalk will be discussed in the next quarterly report.
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