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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The Table Bay Nature Reserve’s quarterly report circulation has increased to over 1400 people 

receiving copies of the quarterly report and important notices from the Nature Reserve. 

 Tenders for the provision of a professional service provider to conduct a geohydrology study and 

produce a hydrodynamics model were received and evaluated during this quarter. 

 Several wildfires occurred in the Nature Reserve this quarter. 

 The use of the Nature Reserve’s visitor facilities, and income generated from visitors, has reached an 

all time high. 

 A new staff member was added to the Rietvlei Water Area’s visitor control team. Trevor Rieb was 

transferred from the Regional Compliance Management team to the post of Visitor Control Officer. 

 Three nature conservation students that were employed at Table Bay Nature Reserve succeeded in 

meeting all the requirements for being awarded the National Diploma. 

 

2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 The fishing holiday programme, conducted over two weeks during December, once again lured 

many children to the Rietvlei Water Area. This was seen as a successful event, judging by the numbers of fish 

caught, not to mention the excitement experienced by the children. 

The next fishing holiday programme will be conducted during the April holidays of 2015. Below are some 

photographs of the happy faces as they land their catches (see Figures 1-2). 

 

Figure 1. Johan Matthee assisting Vanessa Guhr with her catch. 

 

Figure 2. Aiden Gerber and Noor Ahmed Parker landing a fish. 

 

2.2 A strong increasing trend in the usage of the Nature Reserve continued since 2010. The graphs below 

indicate how the number of visitors tripled, and income collected at the gate doubled in the last four years 

(see Figures 3-4). This is due to implementing extended work rosters and adding additional staff to manage 

access and collection of income. 

 

Figure 3. A tripling of visitor numbers in the last four years. 

 

Figure 4. A doubling in income from visitors in the last four years. 
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3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1 A tender for the provision of a professional service provider to conduct a hydrology and 

geohydrology study and to produce a hydrodynamics model for Rietvlei was advertised during the previous 

quarter. Eight tender offers were received and were evaluated by tender evaluation and bid evaluation 

committees during this quarter.  

A report with a recommendation was written by Bongani Mnisi to be submitted to the Supply Chain 

Management Portfolio Committee early in the new year. It is envisaged that the successful bidder will be 

appointed early in 2015.  

3.2 The Diep Estuary Management Plan requires minor edits and updates in order to align the plan with 

the requirements of the new Estuary Management Protocol.  

Koos Retief attended a National Departmental Workshop during which the details of how to amend Estuary 

Management Plans to align with the New Protocol were clarified. The edits and updates to the document 

will be done early in 2015. 

3.3 A report on the Establishment of Protected Area Advisory Committees (PAACs) for the City of Cape 

Town’s 16 Nature Reserves was submitted to the Energy, Environmental and Spatial Planning’s Portfolio 

Committee on 05/11/2014.  

The Committee approved the process to establish these advisory committees, and this will be advertised as 

part of a public participation process in 2015. 

3.4 Below image is an extract from the City’s Ecosystem Status mapping of 2011. The colour codes 

indicate the levels of threat experienced by the respective vegetation types in the Milnerton Area and in 

Table Bay Nature Reserve (see Figure 5). 

 

Figure 5. Ecosystem Status of natural remnants in the Milnerton Area (as per 2011). 
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4 FLORA 

4.1 Terrestrial invasive alien vegetation clearing 

was focused in the Diep River Section, Milnerton 

Ridge Section, Rietvlei along the R27, Milnerton 

Racecourse and the Milnerton Lagoon adjacent to 

the Golf Course. The main target species included 

Port Jacksons, Manatoka’s, Aloes, Palm trees, 

emergent weeds, kikuyu grass and various other 

garden plants such as Yuccas (see Figures 7-8).  

This work was undertaken by Field Rangers and 

Expanded Public Works teams based at the Nature 

Reserve, and utilising transport provided by the 

Nature Reserve. 

4.2 Aquatic weed removal was focused in the 

Milnerton Canal near Milnerton Ridge. The target 

species was Water Hyacinth.  

This work was undertaken by Expanded Public Works 

team based at the Nature Reserve, and utilising 

transport provided by the Nature Reserve.  

All invasive vegetation clearing work is reported on a 

monthly basis to the Invasive Species Unit at 

Westlake Conservation Centre. Annual work-load 

assessments will be done in 2015 to determine staff 

and budgetary requirements for invasive alien 

vegetation clearing in the new year. 

Neighbours and visitors are requested to contact the 

Nature Reserve office if they become aware of alien 

plants in the Nature Reserve. 

 

Figure 6. The indigenous bulb Ornithogalum thyrsoides 
(Chincherinchee) with a partly developed flower stalk. 

 

Figure 7. Example of an alien Wild Tobacco (Nicotiana glauca) plant, 
which is native to South America, that was removed. 

 

Figure 8. Several Yucca plants, native to the Americas, that were 
removed from the Milnerton Ridge boundary in the Nature Reserve. 

 

4.3 The mowing of vegetation in the Nature Reserve that was historically done with tractors and “bossie-

kappers” has been discontinued many years ago. “Bossie-kapper” machines were used to mow as much of 

the vegetation down as low as possible, and as far into the wetland as the machines could go. This 

however caused massive destruction to the biodiversity and wildlife. The City of Cape Town however 

decided to proclaim the natural areas around Rietvlei as a Nature Reserve, which means it cannot be 

managed as an urban park anymore. Legislation prohibits anyone from destroying any vegetation in a 

Nature Reserve. The only areas where any vegetation may be removed, notwithstanding other legislation, 

are where firebreaks are required for legal purposes to prevent fires from spreading onto nearby properties. 
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5 FAUNA 

5.1  An integrated bird census was conducted on 

17/10/2014. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve team and volunteers and covered 11 survey 

sections (see Figures 9-11 for details). 

The water birds numbered a total of 2,392 birds 

comprising of 36 species. This is 615 more birds than 

in the same quarter of the previous year.  

These included 22 Great crested grebe, 2 Little 

grebe, 91 White pelican, 93 Whitebreasted 

cormorant, 14 Reed cormorant, 18 African darter, 24 

Grey heron, 11 Purple heron, 12 Little egret, 7 

Yellowbilled egret, 10 Sacred ibis, 11 Glossy ibis, 1 

Hadeda ibis, 2 African spoonbill, 225 Greater 

flamingo, 302 Egyptian goose, 152 Yellowbilled duck, 

17 Cape teal, 26 Redbilled teal, 33 Cape shoveller, 2 

African marsh harrier, 11 Common moorhen, 730 

Redknobbed coot, 43 Blacksmith lapwing, 1 Pied 

avocet, 4 Blackwinged stilt, 23 Kelp gull, 447 

Hartlaub's gull, 2 Caspian tern, 6 Swift tern, 12 

Sandwich tern, 3 Whiskered tern, 3 Pied kingfisher, 1 

Malachite kingfisher, 24 Cape wagtail, and 7 Mallard 

hybrids. 

Additional species sightings included Spotted 

thickknee, Greyheaded gull, Large grey mongoose. 

Cape white-eye, Karoo Prinia, Whitethroated 

swallow, Cape canary, Pied crow, Southern Red 

bishop, Klaas's cuckoo, Yellow-billed kite, Common 

waxbill, Bokmakierie, and Pintailed whydah. 

Any keen birders who want to participate on the 

bird censuses are welcome to volunteer their time 

between 09:00 and 12:00 on the predetermined 

dates. The next bird censuses will take place on 16 

January, 17 April, 17 July, and 16 October 2015. 

Please call the office to confirm.  

 

Figure 9. African Darter with a piece of string stuck inside its beak 
(photo: Riana Deysel). 

 

Figure 10. Pie chart of bird groups recorded during the bird census. 

 

Figure 11. Pie chart of the numbers of birds per survey section. 
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5.2 Various fauna sightings were made during this quarter. See some Figures 12-16 below: 

 

Figure 12. An Angulate tortoise. 

 

Figure 13. A nest with Egyptian goose eggs. 

 

Figure 14. A Mole snake curled up next to a tree in a parking area. 

 

Figure 15. Koos Retief removing a Mole snake from a parking area. 

 

Figure 16. An SPCA Wildlife Unit officer relocating a Mole snake. 
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5.3 Wildlife photography at the Rietvlei wetlands often captures wonderful sights in nature. Frieda 

Prinsloo graciously agreed that some of her photographs may appear in this report (see Figures 17-19). 

 

Figure 17. Caspian Tern with a fish caught from Rietvlei (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 18. Cape Shoveler with a dozen ducklings (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 19. Cape Dwarf Chameleon (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 

  



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 OCTOBER TO 31 DECEMBER 2014 8 

 

6 SOIL 

Soil Erosion is being monitored on an ongoing basis in the Nature Reserve. Due to the fact that the Nature 

Reserve is primarily low-lying, very little soil erosion takes place. No soil or erosion management work was 

conducted during this quarter. 

 

7 WATER 

7.1  Rainfall records at Table Bay Nature Reserve are recorded from two locations (Rietvlei Water Area 

and Milnerton Racecourse) onto a central database. 

Below Figure 20 indicates the rainfall records from Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse for the year of 2014, 

plotted over the average rainfall pattern for the Nature Reserve since 2000. Despite high rainfall earlier in the 

year, measurements went below the average towards the end of the year. Only 27,5mm fell in Rietvlei and 

33mm in Milnerton Racecourse during this quarter. 

Figure 21, however indicates that the accumulation curve of the total annual rainfall at Rietvlei and 

Milnerton Racecourse during 2014 is well above the average rainfall accumulation curve for the Nature 

Reserve. This means that much water still remains in the wetland system during summer, which is also evident 

from high numbers of wading birds (such as flamingos) that still persist in the seasonal pans. 

 

Figure 20. Monthly records plotted over the average. 

 

Figure 21. Rainfall accumulation plotted over average accumulation. 

 

Figure 22. Total annual rainfall pattern since 2001. 

  

0

50

100

150

200

250

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Average Rietvlei Racecourse

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Average Rietvlei Racecourse

0.0

100.0

200.0

300.0

400.0

500.0

600.0

700.0

800.0

900.0

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Rietvlei Milnerton Racecourse



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 OCTOBER TO 31 DECEMBER 2014 9 

 

8 FIRE 

8.1 Firebreaks were maintained at the Fynbos Corridor at Stepney Road, the Table View Boundary, the 

Heron Water’s Complex boundary, as well as along Pentz Drive between SANCCOB and the Table View 

Soccer Club. 

8.2 Several wildfires occurred in the nature reserve, including at the following sections:  

 1 fire in the Milnerton Lagoon Section; 

 1 fire in the Rietvlei Section near the Blaauwberg Road Bridge; and 

 17 fires in the Diep River Section (of which 2 were in the Fynbos Corridor, 2 along the railway line, 2 

near the Killarney Race Track, 1 near the Container Terminal, and 10 between Gie Road and the 

railway line). 

These fires have all been mapped and this data will be used to update the vegetation age map. All the 

burnt areas are also cleared of all litter after a fire. 

Below is an example of a mapped fire boundary from a fire that occurred at the Wave’s Edge Wetland on 

28/09/2014, during the previous quarter (see Figure 23-24). 

 

Figure 23. A mapped fire boundary from a fire that occurred at Wave's Edge Wetland on 28/09/2014. 

 

Figure 24. One of the numerous fires that occurred in the Diep River this quarter. 
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9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION 

9.1  Stakeholder Engagement 

 Table Bay NR staff attended no less than 23 official meetings with stakeholders; 

 The reserve facilities were used to benefit no less than 523 people over 22 event days; and 

 Environmental education and outreach benefited no less than 392 people over 15 event days. 

 The Nature Reserve was visited by 3,849 visitors in this quarter, bringing in R71,586 in income. 

9.1.1  Internal Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 14 internal meetings during this quarter: 

 01/10/2014: Designing new quarterly report templates for Branch (Tygerberg NR); 

 06/10/2014: Induction meeting for NQF5 conservation learnership candidates (NCC offices); 

 10/10/2014: Technical evaluation of tenders for geohydrology study at Rietvlei; 

 14/10/2014: Second technical evaluation of tenders for geohydrology study for Rietvlei; 

 31/10/2014: North Region Management meeting; 

 07/11/2014: Branch Entertainment Day; 

 21/11/2014: Site meeting about reservation of Erf19624, Brooklyn, for a power substation; 

 28/11/2014: North Region Health & Safety meeting; 

 28/11/2014: North Region Management meeting; 

 04/12/2014: Branch Management meeting (Witzands Aquifer NR); 

 08/12/2014: Discussion on draft recreational water use by-law (Maitland HO); 

 09/12/2014: Bid Evaluation Committee meeting for geohydrology study for Rietvlei (Civic Centre); 

 11/12/2014: City’s environmental policy review discussion (Milnerton Civic Centre); and 

 12/12/2014: Staff year-end function. 

9.1.2  External Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than nine external meetings during this quarter: 

 09/10/2014: Rietvlei Management Working Group; 

 09/10/2014: Blaauwberg Development Area Environmental Liaison Committee; 

 10/10/2014: Zoarvlei Management Advisory Committee; 

 15/10/2014: Site meeting with Milnerton Riding Club about lease renewal application; 

 30-31/10/2014: Estuary Management Planning review workshop (Waterfront); 

 25-28/11/2014: CPUT Nature Conservation diploma student evaluations; 

 05/12/2014: Zoarvlei Management Advisory Committee; 

 10/12/2014: Site meeting with HENCHEM at Waves’ Edge and Dolphin Beach; and 

 11/12/2014: Rietvlei Management Working Group. 

 

9.2  Partnerships and Benefit to People 

9.2.1  Rietvlei Education Centre Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding visiting school groups, generated about 47 person 

days of benefit to people over three event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

09/10/2014 Rietvlei Management Working Group Meeting 10 

13/11/2014 Friends of Rietvlei Evening talk 25 

20/11/2014 Blaauwberg development Area: ELC Meeting 12 

TOTAL   47 
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9.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma generated 476 person days of benefit to people over 19 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

03/10/2014 Property Management Teambuilding 17 

13–14/10/2014 Invasive Species unit, ERMD Health and Safety Training 16 

17/10/2014 Property Management Workshop 10 

22/10/2014 EPWP working group Health & Safety 19 

3-4/11/2014 EPWP  Environmental Management Training  20 

10/11/2014 Aristea Primary School Biodiversity lesson 122 

13/11/2014 City Parks IERM meeting & workshop 20 

17-18/11/2014 EPWP working group Smart living training (CTEET) 56 

21-22/11/2014 Table View Girl guides Overnight/camp 20 

27/11/2014 Planning & Building Development Mngt District function/award ceremony 40 

28/11/2014 IDP & OPM Department Staff Workshop 26 

05/12/2014 Finance: Treasury Management Team Strategic session 25 

11/12/2014 EPWP working group Snake awareness training 37 

12/12/2014 EPWP working group Year-End function 28 

15/12/2014 Table View SAPS Year-End function 20 

TOTAL   476 

 

9.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach 

Environmental Education and Outreach, including the now famous school holiday programmes, generated 

392 person days of benefit to people over 15 event days.  

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 
PD’S PROGRAMME 

11/10/2014 Somerset West Bird Club 3 12 15 Guided bird walk 

18/10/2014 FoR Family Action Day 8 5 13 Discovery Race 

24/10/2014 Capricorn Primary School 48 0 48 Outreach: Grade 7 Careers Expo 

25/10/2014 New Apostolic Church 0 27 27 Guided walk 

01/11/2014 1st Milnerton Sea Scout Cubs 7 3 10 Bird identification for Bird Badge 

10/11/2014 Aristea Primary 122 5 127 Joined SANCCOB biodiversity 

12/11/2014 St Cyprians School 49 2 51 Joined SANCCOB biodiversity 

21/11/2014 Table View Girl Guides 9 1 10 Overnight/camp 

22/11/2014 Table View Girl Guides 9 1 10 Overnight/camp 

11/12/2014 Holiday group 13 4 17 Fishing holiday programme 

12/12/2014 Holiday group 13 3 16 Fishing holiday programme 

13/12/2014 Holiday group 6 2 8 Fishing holiday programme 

17/12/2014 Holiday group 11 1 12 Fishing holiday programme 

18/12/2014 Holiday group 12 2 14 Fishing holiday programme 

19/12/2014 Holiday group 11 3 14 Fishing holiday programme 

TOTALS  321 71 392 TOTALS   
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9.2.4 Friends of Rietvlei Collaborations 

The Friends of Rietvlei’s “Rietvlei Action Day” was held on 18/10/2014. This event was a collaborative effort 

between the Friends of Rietvlei and the Table Bay Nature Reserve staff. A similar “open day” event is being 

planned for 2015. 

9.2.5 Memorable images from this quarter’s Education and Outreach activities are reproduced below: 

 

Figure 25. Fishing Programme group at the Rietvlei shore. 

 

Figure 26. The biggest catch of the Fishing Programme (4,5kg). 

 

Figure 27. Staff doing career guidance at Capricorn Primary School. 

 

Figure 28. Table View Girl Guides at an overnight camp. 

 

Figure 29. St. Cyprians Primary School learners taking part in a 
miniSass activity. 

 

Figure 30. St. Cyprians Primary School learners taking part in a 
miniSass activity. 
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9.3 Visitors and Income 

9.3.1 Income from visitors at the Rietvlei Water Area during this quarter was R71,586 from 3,849 visitors. This 

is the most income ever recorded in any quarter at Rietvlei, and is over R26,000 more than the previous 

quarter. Below Figures 31-32 indicate the last quarters (October to December) over the last four years. 

 

Figure 31. The last quarter visitor numbers since 2011. 

 

Figure 32. The last quarter income since 2011. 

 

9.3.2 The above-average records for visitors and income throughout 2014 are indicated below: 

 

Figure 33. Visitor records for 2014 plotted over the average. 

 

Figure 34. Income generated in 2014 plotted over the average. 

 

9.3.3 The trend of increased use of the Nature Reserve since 2010 is demonstrated by Figures 35-36 below 

which translates into a tripling in visitor numbers and a doubling in income over the last four years. 

 

Figure 35. Breakdown of visitor trend by quarter. 

 

Figure 36. Breakdown of income tren by quarter. 

 

9.3.4 The Cape Radio Flyers lease renewal application has not been resolved by the Property 

Management Department yet. All objections to the lease renewal have been evaluated and a report, via 

Subcouncil 1, is being drafted to serve before full Council.  It is anticipated to have a formal decision from 

Council on the matter during the first quarter of 2015.  
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10 STAFF 

10.1 The Staff Establishment at Table Bay Nature Reserve was expanded to 14 permanent staff with the 

transfer of Trevor Rieb from the North Region Compliance Management team to the position of Visitor 

Controller at the Rietvei Water Area.  

Trevor also received a special award from the City as a small recognition of his tenacious perseverance in 

his long service history with the City. Trevor continues to serve the City despite experiencing severe adversity 

as a result of an injury he sustained whilst on duty. Below Figures x-x are images of staff that recently joined 

the Reserve.  

10.2 Training of Table Bay Nature Reserve staff amounted to 39 person days of training over 17 training 

event days. The training interventions are listed below: 

 13/10/2014: Koos Retief attend SAP Cost Centre Owner training (Paul Sauer Building) – 1 person day; 

 06-10/10/2014: CPUT Students (3) attend Fynbos Identification Course – 15 person days; 

 22-24/10/2014: Derick Coetzee attend training for Shop Stewards – 1 person day; 

 23-24/10/2014: Clinton Roux and Kyle Kelly attend report writing training – 4 person days; 

 08-09/11/2014: NQF2 Learners (3) attend alien species identification training at Tokai – 6 person days; 

 19-21/11/2014: NQF5 Learners (3) attend Business Communications training – 9 person days; and 

 11/12/2014: NQF5 Learners (3) receive learner support – 3 person days. 

10.3 Three students from the Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) that were employed at 

Table Bay Nature Reserve successfully completely the practical requirements of the National Diploma 

course in Nature Conservation. The three students are Braden Wilkinson, Damon Hope and Stuart van Blerk. 

Koos Retief attended interviews at the CPUT to select new student that will be employed at Blaauwberg 

Nature Reserve and Table Bay Nature Reserve in 2015. The students that have accepted their appointments 

are Daniel Ferrezuelo (Blaauwberg Nature Reserve), Hester Pentz and David Copley (Table Bay Nature 

Reserve).  

10.4  The current NQF2 Learnership will come to an end in the new year. An advertisement for the new 

Learneship intake for 2015 was circulated via various networks. Interviews will be conducted during the next 

quarter, and it is anticipated that three new Learners will be appointed at Table Bay Nature Reserve. 

10.5 General staff matters 

 A Professional Driver’s Permit (PrDP) renewal was issued to Koos Retief. 

 Annual medical screenings were conducted with staff on 01 and 05/12/2014. 

 

Figure 37. Derick Coetzee (Visitor 
Controller). 

 

Figure 38. Trevor Rieb (Visitor Controller). 

 

Figure 39. Fundiswa Sigwayi, Worker. 

  



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 OCTOBER TO 31 DECEMBER 2014 15 

 

11 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

11.1 The draft Recreational Water Use By-law for the City of Cape Town was reviewed internally by the 

managers of the various water areas in the City. A workshop was held to collate all the manager’s inputs. 

The amended document will return to the Public Participation Unit. It is anticipated that the Draft By-law 

may be advertised for public comment in the new year. 

11.2 Removal of displaced peoples’ structures at Diep River and Milnerton Lagoon Sections of the Nature 

Reserve was undertaken during this quarter. Table Bay Nature Reserve staff worked with the Paarden Eiland 

City Improvement District (PECID) as well the City’s Anti-Land Invasion Unit and the Displaced People’s Unit. 

11.3 Illegal vehicle access in the Coastal Zone was reported by residents from Sunset Beach. Steps will be 

taken to improve the barriers that prevent vehicles from accessing onto the dunes (see below Figure 40). 

 

Figure 40. Illegal off-road vehicle access in the coastal zone. 

 

12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT 

The following infrastructure and equipment repairs and maintenance was undertaken during this quarter: 

 Servicing and repairing all vehicles when required; 

 Retro-fitting high sides to the 5 tonne tipper truck in order to carry bigger loads; 

 Repairing broken fencing at the Table View Soccer Club boundary, near Pentz Drive; 

 Repairing damaged sign boards in the Diep River Section at Gie Road; 

 Repairing broken lights and a malfunctioning boom gate at the Rietvlei gate house. 

 Repairing a blocked drain at the Rietvlei public ablution block; 

 Watering trees, trimming lawns and picking up litter around the picnic areas; 

 Large scale litter clean-ups and dumping removal at the Zoarvlei, Diep River, Milnerton Lagoon, and 

Milnerton Ridge Sections; 

 Path maintenance at Milnerton Racecourse and the SANCCOB connection to Rietvlei; 

 Removal of an old disused boardwalk in Milnerton Lagoon; 

 Removal of old fencing at Rietvlei along the R27; and 

 Flattening of jumping ramps made by BMX riders in the nature reserve. 
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 APPENDIX A: MAP OF RESERVE 
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 APPENDIX B: PRESS ARTICLES 
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