CITY OF CAPE TOWN
ISIXEKO SASEKAPA
STAD KAAPSTAD

ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT & SPATIAL PLANNING
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Koos Retief
Biodiversity Area Manager: Milnerton

T: 021 444 0315 E: jacobusj.retief@capetown.gov.za

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE

QUARTERLY REPORT
APRIL = JUNE 2015

CONTENTS Pg.
1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ..o 2
2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES ......ooocerrrereereeereeens 3
3 CONSERVATION PLANNING ......corereer. 4
4 FLORA oo 5
5 FAUNA oo 5
6 SOIL oo 8
7 WATER oooooeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeseees e 9
8 FIRE oo seees e 9
9  PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION .......coovee.cn. 10
LE TV O 13
11 LAW ENFORCEMENT ..o 13
12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT..........veeeemnne.... 14
APPENDIX A: MAP OF RESERVE...........occsmeerreeee. 15
APPENDIX B: PRESS ARTICLES........vvoeeeerrere 16

— s - e
able Bay Nature Reserve!
S A R e e

For the Nature Reserve webpage, click the link or type www.capetown.gov.za/tablebaynr in your browser.
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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

¢ The study of the Rietvlei hydrology and geohydrology has started to collect data;

The landing strip of the Cape Radio Flyers at Rietvlei remains unused pending Council’s final decision
on the lease application;

Protected Area Reviews were conducted for all North Region nature reserves;

The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve was established;
A dead Caracal (Rooikat) was found on the R27 adjacent to Rietvlei;

A very rare African Jacana and a Gymnogene (African Harrier-Hawk) were seen in Rietvlei;
Cape Grysbok animals were exchanged between Milnerton Racecourse and Atlantic Beach;
A Cape Grysbok, and other birds and animails, were killed by dogs in the Nature Reserve.

A water-bird census counted 2,313 birds of 34 different species;

Despite higher rainfall in June, overall rainfall in 2015 is still very low;

A prescribed ecological burn was successfully done in the Zoarvlei Section;

Education and outreach benefited over 441 people

Visitor usage and income at Rietvlei continues to rise;

Three NQF level 2 Learnership candidates graduated; and

Displaced people continued to put pressure on the Natfure Reserve.
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Figure 1. Two African fish eagles photographed at Rietvlei by Jan and Frieda Prinsloo.



p HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES

2.1 Highlight: A study of the Rietvlei hydrology and geohydrology and the compilation of a
hydrodynamics model are being undertaken by a research team from the University of Stellenbosch.

The start of the project involved the installation of certain hardware for the purposes of data collection from
the environment, which includes water level loggers and an electronic weather station.

A digital elevation model (DEM) was used to create a study area for the modelling work (see Figure 2
below). This study will run over two years while gathering environmental data.
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Figure 2. A 3D view of the study area obtained from the digital elevation model (DEM).

2.2 Challenge: The Cape Radio Flyers’ application for a new lease at Rietvlei remains unresolved. During
the 19/03/2015 meeting of Subcouncil 1, a decision on the matter was not made. Discussion of the
application was deferred to a future meeting. Only once Subcouncil has made a recommendation can the
application go to the Immovable Property Adjudication Committee of Full Council.

In the meantime, the Cape Radio Flyers amended their application which was re-circulated for comment
by Property Management on 21/05/2015. It therefore appears that an amended application is due to
appear before the Subcouncil. The Environmental Resource Management Department and the Biodiversity
Management Branch do not support this proposed lease of a portion of the Nature Reserve.

Presently the landing strip has not been used since 31/05/2014, pending the final decision from Full Council
on the club’s future at Rietvlei. This Department’s intention is to restore the site of the landing strip back o
natfural vegetation and to re-integrate it info the nature reserve.

Figure 3. Is it a bird, or is it a plane...?



3 CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1

These include Table Bay, Blaauwberg, Tygerberg, and Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserves.

3.2

The Director also approved various internal departments in the City to aftend the PAAC, including:

The Executive Mayor also approved the following ward councillors to attend the PAAC:

Protected Areas Reviews of the North Region’s nature reserves were conducted on 2-3/06/2015.

The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for the Table Bay Nature Reserve was established
during this quarter. Eighteen interested parties were successful in their applications, and were advised of the
outcome in writing. These eighteen members are listed below:

Member

Brooklyn & Ysterplaat Residents Association
Cape Bird Club

Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve
CapeNature

Department of Water and Sanitation
Dolphin Beach Body Corporate

Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area
Friends of Rietvlei

Heron Waters and Villa du Cap

Milnerton Aquatic Club

Milnerton Canoe Club

Milnerton Golf Club

Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers Association
Nick Helme Botanical Surveys
Paardeneiland City Improvement District
Sunset Beach Homeowners Association
Western Province Freshwater Angling Association
Woodbridge Island Body Corporate

Line Departments of the City of Cape Town

City Parks Operations: Northern District
Environmental and Heritage Management
Environmental and Heritage Management
Wastewater Treatement: Operations (North)
Water Services: Reticulation

Rivers, Stormwater & Catchment Management
Rivers, Stormwater & Catchment Management
Sport and Recreation: District Management 1

Subcouncil

Subcouncil 1
Subcouncil 15

Nominated delegate

Mr Rudi Wolter

Dr Doug Harebottle
Mr Martin Halvorsen
Ms Yzelle Brockman
Ms Thandi Mmachaka
Mr Jacobus Botha

Mr Roy Fuller-Gee

Ms Fern Whitehead
Ms Tegan Bertram

Ms Pat Downing

Mr Gordon Laing

Mr Craig Helstrip

Mr Rolf Spaeth

Mr Nick Helme

Ms Patricia Tallant

Mr Peter Andrianatos
Mr Raymond Stebbing
Mrs Ruth Ward-Cox

Representative

Mrs Pauline McConney
Ms Harriet Clift

Ms Patricia Titmuss

Mr Werner Rossle

Mr Brian Thomson

Mrs Candice Haskins
Mr Ben de Wet

Miss Ne-Ray Serfontein

Councillor

Councillor Dr Joy McCarthy
Councillor Bernadette le Roux

This PAAC will meet on a quarterly basis for three years, after which the City may advertise for interested
and affected parties to re-apply for membership. The PAAC is intended to facilitate a participative

approach and to allow representation of stakeholder interests. The objectives of the PAAC are:

V.

V.

Facilitate constructive interaction between the nature reserve and surrounding communities;

Promote communication and conflict management between the nature

surrounding communities;

reserve and

Facilitate engagement on strategic issues of mutual concern to the nafure reserve and

surrounding communities;

Develop strategic partnerships with stakeholders; and
Promote implementation of approved management plans relating to the nature reserve.



4 FLORA

4.1 Terrestrial invasive species management was conducted in the Nature Reserve at the Milnerton
Ridge Section, the Bird Hide Block, Coastal Section, the Milnerton Lagoon Section, the Diep River Section,
and the Fynbos Corridor. This consisted mostly of Port Jackson follow-up clearing.

4.2 Water hyacinth removal was conducted by manual clearing teams in the Diep River (at Heron
Waters and Villa Du Cap), as well as at Milnerton Ridge canal and the Milnerton Lagoon during this quarter.
This work is funded by the City's Expanded Public Works Programme and is still ongoing.

5.1 Erratum: The previous report mentioned a sighting of an Egg-eater, but the photograph that was
inserted was of a juvenile Mole snake. The correct picture of the Egg-eater is in Figure 5 below.

Figure 4. Juvenile mole snake. Figure 5. Egg-eater.

5.2 A bird ring recovery was made at Rietvlei from a bird carcass found on the Rietvlei shore line on
14/05/2015. The ring number was reported to SAFRING at the Animal Demography Unit of the University of
Stellenbosch.

SAFRING then confirmed that the ring was from a rehabilitated Swift Tern that was rescued from the
Waterfront and treated at SANCCOB (near Rietvlei) two weeks prior to being found dead af Rietvlei. The
rehabilitated bird was released at Robben Island but for some reason flew back to Rietvlei, where it died a
few hundred meters from SANCCOB.

Any person who recovers a bird ring can report the ring number to the respective ringing authority
indicated on the outside of the ring. SAFRING's website is at http://safring.adu.org.za/.

53 A Caracal (Rooikat) carcass was seen at the R27 between Rietvlei and the Dolphin Beach Hotel on
29/05/2015. Staff set out to recover the carcass to preserve the skin for educational purposes. The carcass
was however already removed by someone without nofifying the Nature Reserve.

Deborah Winterton, from the Urban Caracal Project, collected some remaining skin material from the scene
and this will be used for research on genetics, disease and poison exposure in Caracals. The Urban Caracal
Project’s website is at www.urbancaracal.org.

We discourage private collection of wild animal carcasses for various reasons. Dead animals may transfer
diseases to people, and legislation may require permits to be in possession of wild animal parts.

We recommend that people report wild animal carcasses to a nature conservation authority, but never try
to remove them without permission.


http://safring.adu.org.za/
http://www.urbancaracal.org/

5.4. A very rare African Jacana was seen at
Rietvlei by various bird watchers during this quarter.
According to SASOL Birds, the African Jacana is a
common resident and nomad at wetlands with
floating vegetation, especially water lilies.

The African Jacana is however very rare at Rietvlei.

Jan and Frieda Prinsloo graciously allowed the
photograph of Rietvlei's African Jacana (Figure 6
opposite) to be reproduced in this report.

5.5 A juvenile Gymnogene (African Harrier-
Hawk) was seen at Rietvlei on 11/06/2015 by Jan
and Frieda Prinsloo.

According to SASOL Birds, the African Harrier-Hawk is
a fairly common resident in woodland, forests, and
more open, scrubby habitafs.

This bird is however not regularly seen at Rietvlei and
is therefore and exceptional sighting.

Jan and Frieda Prinsloo graciously allowed the
photograph of Rietvlei's Gymnogene (Figure 7
opposite) to be reproduced in this report.

5.6 The remains of a barnacle was discovered at
the Rietvlei shoreline on 15/05/2015.

Mr Aiden Biccard from Anchor Environmental
Consultants confirmed that this barnacle was a
Coronula diadema, which is known for attaching to
Southern Right and Humpback whales.

It is not known how old this specimen is or how it
came to Rietvlei (see Figure 8 opposite).

Mr Biccard compiled an academic thesis on these
types of organisms, and one of his entries in the
thesis refers to the Coronula diadema barnacle.

5.7 A Cape Grysbok exchange between
Milnerton Racecourse Section and the Aflantic
Beach Golf Estate in Melkbos took place on 13-
14/04/2015. The Nature Reserve staff, assisted by
CTEET staff and about 30 students, learners and
volunteers, conducted the capture and relocation
programme (see Figure 9 opposite).

One female and one male were captfured from
Milnerton Racecourse and relocated to Aflantic
Beach, while two other males from the Atlantic
Beach were relocated to the Milnerton Racecourse.

All the animals were micro-chipped by the City's
veterinarian for future identification during similar
management interventions. The aim of the project
was to manage animal numbers and genetic
diversity at the Minerton Racecourse. This
management block is isolated from other larger
grysbok populations, and therefore it is necessary to
remove closely related animals fo prevent
inbreeding.

Figure 8. A Coronula diadema barnacle.

Figure 9. The release of a Cape Grysbok at Atlantic Beach.




5.8 Dogs have killed several animals in the Nature Reserve during this quarter, including a Cape grysbok
at the Milnerton Racecourse Section, as well as birds and small mammails in the Rietvlei Section.

Some dog owners in Table View, Milnerton Ridge, Sunset Beach and Royal Ascot let their dogs run off their
leashes intfo the Nature Reserve. Several bird watchers have seen dogs hunting for birds on the Rietvlei
seasonal pans during the dry season in April and May, when dogs are able to walk all the way into the
wetlands from Table View and Milnerton Ridge. Some streets such as Sandpiper Crescent, Stilt Avenue,
Pentz Drive, Grebe Road, Porcupine Way, Sprigg Road, and Milnerton Drive are used by dog owners to gain
access for their dogs to the Nature Reserve.

The dunes in the Nature Reserve’s Coastal Section between Sunset Beach and Dolphin Beach have virtually
been stripped of antelope due to dogs being allowed to run freely.

In Royal Ascot, dog owners have been seen lifting their dogs over a fence to let them run free in the
Milnerton Racecourse Section. Dogs have also been seen entering this section from the Milnerton Horse
Stables along Koeberg Road, which is adjacent to the Nature Reserve. Some of these dogs are owned by
people who work at the Milnerton Horse Stables.

The below pictures may be disturbing, but they illustrate the brutallity of dogs in a nature reserve. Most dog
owners, that have been apprehended, claim that “their dogs will never kill any animails,” but the evidence
clearly suggests otherwise (see Figures 10-13 below).

Dog owners must note that only areas that are demarcated as “free-running zones” may be used to run
dogs off leashes. If this happens anywhere else, it is a criminal offence.

Figure 10. A Cape grysbok that was mauled to death by a dog in the Figure 11. The hind-quarters of the killed antelope were the dog bite
Milnerton Racecourse Section. marks were found.

Figure 12. This dog from 32 Sandpiper Crescent was left to its own Figure 13. This dog was photographed at the Milnerton Horse
devices while its owners were away on holiday, and was found Stables from where it was seen going into the Milnerton Racecourse

killing small mammals in the Nature Reserve for food. Section to hunt.
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5.9 An integrated bird census was conducted on 17/04/2015. The census was done by the Nature
Reserve team and staff from other nature reserves and covered 11 survey sections (see Figures 14-16 for
details). The water birds numbered a total of 2,313 birds comprising 34 species. These included:

e 1 Glossy ibis, 1 Purple swamphen, 1 Three-banded 37
plover, 1 Pied kingfisher, 1 Malachite kingfisher, 2 2%
Hadeda ibis, 3 Blackheaded heron, 3 African
spoonbill, 4 Purple heron, 4 Yellowbilled egret, 4
Cape teal, 5 African black oystercatcher, and 7
Mallard hybrid, that together only made up 1,6%;

e 14 Great crested grebe, 17 Little grebe, 17 Little
egret, 23 Sacred ibis, 25 Cape shoveller, 25 Cape
wagtail, 27 Grey heron, 32 African darter, 36 Swift
tern, 43 Common moorhen, 53 Spurwinged
goose, 61 Whitebreasted cormorant, and 72
Reed cormorant, that together only made up
19.2%; and

¢ 110 Greater flamingo, 129 Blacksmith lapwing,
156 White pelican, 202 Kelp gull, 232 Yellowbilled
duck, 272 Hartlaub's gull, 344 Egyptian goose,

and 386 Redknobbed coot, that together made | 13 species with single-figure counts
up the other 79,2% of the survey. 1 13 species with double-figure counts
e Additional species observed included: Pied crow, 1 8 species with triple-figure counts

Yellow-billed kite, Common waxbill, Guineafowl,
Fiscal shrike, Cape bulbul, Masked weaver, Rock
kestrel, Black-shouldered kite, African jacanag,

Orange-throated longclaw, and Cape spurfowl. Figure 14. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts.
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Figure 15. Relative contribution of birds from the survey sections. Figure 16. Relative contribution from the various groups of birds.

Any keen birders who want to participate in the bird censuses are welcome to volunteer their time between
09:00 and 12:00 on the predetermined dates. The next bird censuses will take place on 17 July and 16
October 2015. Please call the office at 021 444 0315 to confirm.

Nothing to report.
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7 WATER

7.1 Water samples were taken by Scientific Services at 15 sampling points in the Rietvlei system on
28/04/2015, 26/05/2015, and 30/06/2015. The reports from these samples are received on a monthly basis.

7.2 Rainfall records af Table Bay Nature Reserve are recorded from two locations (Rietvlei Water Area
and Milnerton Racecourse).

Figure 17 below indicates the rainfall records from Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse for 2015 to date,
plotted over the average rainfall pattern for the Nature Reserve since 2000. Only January and June
recorded above-average rainfall, with all the other months recording well below average.

Figure 18 below indicates that the cumulative total of rainfall this year is still well below the average annual
accumulation curve of rainfall at Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse.

100 600

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

M Average W Rietvlei [ Racecourse I Average e Rietvlei Racecourse

Figure 17. Monthly records plotted over the average. Figure 18. Rainfall accumulation plotted over average accumulation.

8.1 A prescribed ecological burn was
conducted in a portion of reed beds in the Zoarvlei
Section of Table Bay Nafure Reserve on 21/04/2015.

Dalton Gibbs and Jacques Kuyler were sector
bosses, and the various crews from Helderberg,
Witzands, Blaauwberg, and False Bay Nature
Reserves assisted the Table Bay Nature Reserve.

8.2 Table Bay staff also assisted with brush pile
burning at Franco Three Fountains (stewardship
conservation area) on 07/05/2015, and Klein
Dassenberg on 1/06/2015. See Figures 19-21.

Figure 19. The portion of the Zoarvlei Section that was burned.

¥ -

Figure 20. Prescribed ecological burn at Zoarvlei Section. Figure 21. Brush pile burning at Franco Three Fountains.




9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION

9.1 Stakeholder Engagement
9.1.1 Internal Meetings

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 11 internal meetings during this quarter:

15/04/2015: Discussion regarding Cape Radio Flyers with Kobus Coetzer at Property Management;
23/04/2015: North Region management meeting;

23/04/2015: Disciplinary tribunal;

24/04/2015: Discussion group on Protected Area Advisory Committee;

21/05/2015: Business Improvement update and feedback;

28/05/2015: Branch management meeting;

2-3/06/2015: North Region Protected Area Reviews;

05/06/2015: North Region Health & Safety meeting;

05/06/2015: North Region management meeting; and

26/06/2015: North Region management meeting.

9.1.2 External Meetings

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 13 external meetings during this quarter:

01/04/2015: Site inspection with research team for the hydrology and geohydrology study;
16/04/2015: Blaauwberg Development Area Environmental Licison Committee;

24/04/2015: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee;

07/05/2015: Site inspection with research team for the hydrology and geohydrology study;
07/05/2015: Friends of Rietvlei Annual General Meeting;

08/05/2015: Milnerton Aquatic Club regarding plans for the containers in the boat parking area;
29/05/2015: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee;

29/05/2015: 2014 NQF2 Nature Conservation Cerfificate Ceremony;

04/06/2015: Dr Radloff from Cape Peninsula University of Technology about student progress;
09/06/2015: Christine Rabie from Ecosense about Milnerfon Racecourse track re-alignment;
18/06/2015: Louise Matschke about NQF 5 learners;

19/06/2015: Rolf Spaeth & Wouter Groenewald about security measures along Milnerton Ridge; and
26/06/2015: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee.

9.2 Partnerships and Benefit to People

Various volunteers from SANParks, UNISA, CPUT, and the public took part in management and monitoring
projects during this quarter. Below Figures 22-23 indicate some of the volunteers in action. Elzette Krynauw
and Landi Louw supervised the volunteers in the field.

Figure 22. Landi Louw with SANParks volunteers. Figure 23. Landi Louw with various volunteers in the field.




A Universal Access Tourism listing was done for Table Bay Nature Reserve on the Cape Town Universal
Access Tourism webpage. This a register of tourism destinations with information about access options for
people with special needs. The listing can be seen at hitp://ctuat.co.za/listing/table-bay-nature-reserve/

9.2.1

Rietvlei Education Centre Usage

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding visiting school groups, generated about 69 person
days of benefit to people over five event days.

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS
16/04/2015 Blaauwberg development area ELC Meeting 12
23/04/2015 NQF level 5 CTEET learners Training 13
30/04/2015 NCC Environmental Services Learnership training 12
7/05/2015 Friends of Rietvlei AGM 20
18/04/2015 Blaauwberg development area ELC Meeting 12

TOTAL 69
9.2.2 Rietvlei Boma Usage

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma generated 491 person days of benefit to people over 18 event days.

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS
8-10/04/2015 NCC Environmental Services Learnership training 30
20-22/04/2015 | NQF Level 5 CTEET learners 39
23/04/2015 North Region managers Regional meeting 13
24/04/2015 Training 13
30/04/2015 NQF Level 5 CTEET learners Training 13
8/05/2015 Computer training 13
9/05/2015 iﬁ}r{l-éiﬂ:;%ore - Juanita Snake handiing course 24
21/05/2015 BMB staff Bl meeting 65
27/05/2015 Atlantis Electrical (Mr. | Prince) Teambuilding and maintenance planning 15
1-4/06/2015 52

NQF Level 5 CTEET learners Stats fraining and learner support
8-9/06/2015 26
11/06/2015 24
12/06/2015 Daniels Contracting Basic firefighting — DEA EPWP programme 31
15/06/2015 15
17-19/06/2015 | Department of Environmental Affairs | Training 42
25/06/2015 ERMD Environmental Training 30
26/06/2015 IDP & OPM Department Departmental workshop 26
27/06/2015 PgTHeoIThCore - Juanita Snake handling course 20
Aitkenhead
TOTAL 491



http://ctuat.co.za/listing/table-bay-nature-reserve/

9.2.3 Environmental Education and Outreach

Environmental Education and Outreach, including the now famous school holiday programmes, generated
441 person days of benefit to people over eleven event days (see Figures 24-25 below).

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS TEACHER | PERSON- PROGRAMME
+ADULTS | DAYS

8-9/04/2015 | Holiday group 20 13 33 Fishing programme

9/04/2015 Cape Jewish Senior association 0 10 10 Talk on Table Bay Nature
Reserve and other reserves

10/04/2015 | Holiday group 10 6 16 Fishing programme

29/04/2015 | Nerina primary 70 2 72 Joined SANCCOB programme

21/05/2015 | Kunterbunt Kidz Kindergarten 18 4 22 Birds and footprints

22/05/2015 | Windermere Primary school 97 3 100

22/06/2015 | Wolraad Woltemade Primary school 88 3 36

23/06/2015 | Bosmansdam Primary school 44 1 45 SB(i:or%igle;rsiTy [PTEETEMITIE Eif

24/06/2015 | Wolraad Woltemade Primary School 32 1 33

25/06/2015 | Bosmandsdam Primary School 72 2 74

TOTALS 396 45 a4 TOTALS

Figure 24. The April holiday fishing programme. Figure 25. The April holiday fishing programme.

9.3 Visitors and Income

9.3.1 Income from visitors at the R 160,000

Rietvlei Water Area during this R 140,000
quarter was R58,049.50 from 3,246 ' mJUN
visitors. R 120,000
R 100,000 " MAY
Figure 26 indicates the income R 80,000 mAPR
from the first half of the year to '
date, compared fto the same R 60,000 " MAR
months from previous five years. R 40,000 FFEB
R 20,000 BAN

Despite the winter season decline,
the overall trend stfill indicates
strong growth in income
generated from visitors at Rietvlei.

R-
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Figure 26. Income to date, compared to corresponding months from previous years.



10 STAFF

10.1  Training of staff at the Table Bay Nafure Reserve amounted to no less than 75 person days over 26
event days, including the following:

8-10/04/2015: Project Plan Training (9 person days)

14-15/04/2015: NQFS5 learnership Induction (6 person days)

20-22/04/2015: NQF5 learners’ course on Communication (9 person days);
23-24/04/2015: NQF5 learners’ course on Time Management (6 person days);
11-14/05/2015: NQFS5 learners’ course on Project Management (12 person days);
27/05/2015: Mentorship training workshop (2 person days);

1-4/06/2015: NQF5 learners’ course on Statistics (12 person days);

9-10/06/2015: Fynbos Plant Identification (4 person days);

22-26/06/2015: NQFS5 learners’ course on Biophysical Environments (15 person days);

10.2 Three NQF level 2 Nature Guardianship learners, that completed their courses during the previous
quarter, attended a graduation ceremony at False Bay Nature Reserve on 29/05/2015. The graduates are
Viwe Maposa, Ntombesithathu Mathontsi, and Pamella Mrebe. They are now studying at NQF level 5.

11 LAW ENFORCEMENT

11.1  Several displaced people were removed from the Coastal Section and from under various bridges in
the Milneton Lagoon Section. Figures 27-30 illustrate their living conditions. All these people have files
opened at Social Development, but they are either unable or unwilling to re-integrate into society.

Figure 27. Displaced person in the Coastal Section. Figure 28. Displaced person in the Coastal Section.

Figure 29. lllegal occupation under the Wooden Bridge. Figure 30. Displaced person in the Coastal Section.




12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT

A complete asset verification was conducted according to the asset register;

All vehicles and equipment were licenced and serviced a the prescribed intervals;.

New signs indicating the water zonation and the opening and closing times were constructed;

A post box was put up for the Nature Reserve at 10 Sandpiper Crescent, Table View 7441;

Old and disused fencing material was removed from around Rietvlei and on the seasonal pans

The repairs to the boardwalk at the Sunset Hide was completed; and

A 50 meter section of the R27 fence line at Rietvlei was destroyed as a result of a motor-vehicle
accident. A police case of damage to property was made, and an insurance claim was filed.

BLE BAY NATURE RESERVE
TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE Rietvlel Section

Rietviel Recreational Water Area

OPENING HOURS:
07:

'
Al pusie

Figure 31. Sign indicating the water use zonation. Figure 32. Sign indicating the patterns of use and operating times.
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Figure 33. The post box at 10 Sandpiper Crescent. Figure 34. Boardwalk repairs under way.
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APPENDIX B: PRESS ARTICLES

Join the fight to save nature, and ourselves

Alien clearing and litter clean ups were part
of an “eve-opening” experience for Julia
Hollander.

Julia volunteered to assist the Biodiversi-
ty Management staff at Table Bay Nature
Reserve at Rietvlei during her December va-
cation

Now in the second year of her three-year
Nature Conservation Course at CPUT, Julia
said she always felt strongly about injustice
and as a pupil at Elkanah House she saw Al
Gore’s movie An Inconvenient Truth. This
made her aware of the injustice to our plan-
et, but also to poor people who suffer the ef-
fects of climate change disproportionately
to their environmental footprint.

As a Grade 9 pupil, she’d had her first
hands-on experience of tackling an environ-

mental issue as one of a group of pupils who
volunteering on an Alien Invasive Hack in
the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. Sound like
fighting aliens from outer space? No, these
aliens are invasive exotic plants, Notably in
this case, Port Jacksons (Acacia Saligna),
introduced from Australia to stabilise the
drifting sands of the Cape Flats.

Julia and friends took turns hacking back
the plants and spraying them with an ap-
proved herbicide. “We covered a line of
about 30 metres, over three hours on a Sat-
urday in winter. Very worthwhile!"

Apart from the satisfaction of physically
contributing to conservation, Julia found
the experience fun. That practically-fo-
cussed action morning was sufficient to get
Julia volunteering on subsequent occa-

1 att
"Tnﬁi\ U

sions, mainly at Table Bay Nature Reserve.

Holiday volunteering now over, and back
at her studies, Julia knows that she's made
the right study course selection.

“The time spent at Rietvlei opened my
eyes to how much work there is to do to en-
lighten us all to our impact on the environ-
ment. We need to recognise that what we do
to our environment ultimately impacts us.
We tend to take our environment for grant-
ed. We forget that we need nature for our
own survival,” she says,

» If you're a high schoo! student or young visitor to
Cape Town who is interested In the environment,
you're Invited to join the first of this season's alien
invasive hacks in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve on
Saturday 18 April. For more info, email Heinz Geiger
on hnzgeiger@gmall.com or call on 073 225 3174,

Oversight for protected areas

MONIQUE DUVAL
£ @monique_duval

The formation of committees to oversee pro-
tected areas across Cape Town has been ta-
bled, with reports sent to several subcoun-
cils calling for councillors to be nominated.

The report covers 17 nature reserves and
natural environments across the city, in-
cluding Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, Table
Bay Nature Reserve and Witzands Acquifer
Nature Reserve,

According to the report, Protected Area
Advisory Committees (PAAC) facilitate a
participative approach in the management
of protected areas and represent all stake-
holders. The committees’ objectives will be
to facilitate interaction between manage-
ment of these areas and the surrounding

communities and to develop strategic part-
nerships.

They will be statuary bodies under the
National Environment Management Act
serving as a communication channel and
assisting with the implementation of man-

‘agement plans.

The PAAC constitution was finalised in
November and public participation for
nominations closed in March. The commit-
tees will consist of communities, council-
lors, ward communities and user groups.
They may also include other affected and in-
terested parties such as academic and re-
search institutions, nature-based recrea-
tion bodies and tourism stakeholders.

Committee members will serve a three-
year term after which their membership
will be reviewed and the City can either re-

new or terminate their membership or re-
quest new nominations.

The PAAC will have a maximum of 20
members and a minimum of six.

The report recommends two councillors
be nominated to serve on the committees
which fall in their respective subcouncil.

According to the resolutions for subcoun-
cil 15, councillors Bernadette le Roux and
Patrick Chapple will serve on the commit-
tee for Table Bay Nature Reserve, along
with councillor Joy McCarthy and subcoun-
cil chairperson Heather Brenner.

For the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve com-
mittee councillor Nora Grose and Dirk Smit
were nominated.

In addition, subcouncil 1 nominated
councillors Cynthia Clayton and Barbara
Rass to serve on the Witzands committee.



Explore
City’s
nature
reserves

he City of Cape Town’s nature re-

serves will be hosting several fun-

filled holiday programmes through-
out the month of July.

According to a statement, these pro-
grammes will be offered at the Tygerberg,
Durbanville, Blaauwberg and Table Bay
Nature Reserves during the school holi-
days. Parents are urged to book a spot for
their children now to avoid disappoint-
ment.

The City’s Mayco member for energy, en-
vironmental and spatial planning, Johan
van der Merwe says these programmes
prove to be very popular among younger
residents.

“This ‘is very encouraging as these
learners are our future partners in the crea-
tion of a more sustainable city. It is essen-
tial for us to find innovative ways to nur-
ture a love and understanding for our
unique natural environment among the
youth, and to educate them about how they
are able to contribute to the future of their
natural surroundings,” he says.

@ The Tygerberg and Durbanville nature
reserves will be hosting two different holi-
day programmes during the upcoming July
holidays, on Wednesday 1 and Thursday 2
July from 09:00 to 12:00 aimed at children
between the ages of six and nine years old.

These programmes will be held simulta-
neously at each reserve, teaching children
about the different kinds of tortoises and
birds, as well as highlighting their impor-
tance in nature,

Each programme is divided into two ses-
sions. The first session will be conducted
in Afrikaans and the second will be in
English. This will give children the oppor-
tunity to attend both programmes and al-
ternate between the two nature reserves.

@ Shortly thereafter, the Tygerberg Na-
ture Reserve will host a Nature Calls pro-
gramme for adventurers between the ages
of 10 and 13. This programme will run for
two days on Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 July
between 09:00 and 12:00.

Bookings for the Tygerberg and Durban-
ville Nature Reserve programmes close on
Friday 26 June.

® There’s also a chance to explore na-
ture’s coastal life at the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve with an educational programme
which starts on Tuesday 7 July. Children
will have an opportunity to learn more
about the different shells found on the
beach, the dunes and the invasive alien
plants surrounding the nature reserve. The
week ends with a hike to the top of the hill
to enjoy the lovely scenic views of Cape
Town. ;

® The programme continues from Mon-
day 13 to Thursday 16 July at Table Bay Na-
ture Reserve, with reptiles being the main
theme. Not only will children learn about
the differences between snakes and skinks,
but they will have the opportunity to ex-
plore the Milnerton Racecourse in search
of chameleons to learn more about them.

Musical skills will be tested on Wednes-
day 15 July when the children will make
some “noise for nature”.

This will be followed by the last pro-
gramme of the week in which they will be
taught the differences between tortoises,
turtles and terrapins.

Activities at the Table Bay and Blaauw-
berg Nature Reserves start at 09:00 and end
at approximately 13:00 daily.

The programme will be aimed at children
between the ages of 8 and 12 years old. Book-
ings for the Blaauwberg and Table Bay Na-
ture Reserves programmes close on Thurs-
day 2 July.

» For more information about the Durbanville and
Tygerberg Nature Reserves holiday programmes or

- to make a booking, contact Lizelle van der Merwe

at tygerbergnaturereserve.intern@cape-
town.gov.za or call 021 444 9263. For the Blaauw-
berg and Table Bay Nature Reserves holiday pro-
grammes or to make a booking, contact Elzette
Krynauw at elzette krynauw@capetown.gov.za



Holiday fun for kids at nature reserves

ATHINAMAY

e City of Cape Town will
host educational hobiday pro-
grammes  for

beaween the ages of eight and 12
the Blammwbery and Table Bay
nature reserves over the July school
holidays,

On Tuesday July 7, children will
bcahletnexpin{ccmnl life ar the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and
learn more about the different
shells found on the beach and
dunes, and also find out about the
invistve aben plants surrounding
the nature reserve. At the end of
the week they will hike 1o the top of
the hill 1w enjoy the lovely scenk
views of Cape Town.

The e will continue

progrumm
from Monday 19 1o Thursday July -

16 at Table Bay Namre Reserve,
with a reptile themed course. Here
children will be able to learn about
e e o
an: the of w

explore the bmnmpmtnl’
mt:) mWmekom

n uly 15 children
will be making “a ,,‘LL for nawwe”
at the Table Bay Nature Reserve
where their musical skills will be
tested, and this will be followed by
the last programme of the week,
which will teach the differences
bck:tvm tortoises, turtles and terr-
p

W Children in Dunoon enjoy some of the City planned activitios hosted

at community facilities.

doorstep,” said Johan van der
Menwe, the Clty's mayoral commis-
tee member for eneryy, emviron.
mental and spatial ng, .
Activities at the Table Bay and
Blasuwberg Nature Reserves will
start at 9am and end aroand Ipm

poctry, druma, concerts, indige
nous games, coltucl dances, fitness
trakning, mlent shows and s and
crafts.

Outdoor programmes include,
five-aside soccer, minknettsill, bas-
kelball cricket, hm‘kcy lcam-u»

daily, Bookings for the Biasuwberg
Nature Reserves
programmes close on Thursday
July 2.
The Gity’s Libeary and Informa-
ton Services Department and the
Recreation and  Amenities
sector have also teamed up to host
2 range ol activities 3t many of the

i pie
ing. mgnb. BMX, spon agannst
come, excursions, Ixz walks, fun
runs, jumping castes, Gee-painting,
trampolines, touch rugby and varl.
Ous recreational actividies and fam-
Hy fun festvals,

Libeary activities will focus on
arts and crafts, storytelling, puppet

W Children can play stimulating mind games during the holiday at

community facilities

~ For a list of activities at Dunoon
Community Centre, contact
Yonclani Msido on 063 010 5014 or
Mzingisi Vutula on 084 352 1992,
For the Joe Slovo Sport and Recre:
ation Centre, contact Simcelibe
Mukcaula on 021 551 4146,

The Recreation Officer, Amebia
Botha, can also be contacted on
(021 444 7300 for uwvmn Ty n-

ing in Blouber VF
Dunocon, Table Edgcmcad
Richwooxl, Bothasig and Milnerton

arca. And for more information
about the Blaauwberg and Table

child.

® Bluuwberg Namre Resene
will host a free hack and hike event
on Thursday ’uly 9. for children
aged eyght 10

® Table Bay Nature Reserve,
Rietvlei section will host a Legles
lzards event on Monday ]l‘u),\' 13,
Entryis R6 a child aged eight 1o 12

® Tuble Bay Nature Reserve,
Milnerton Racecourse section will
host a free, “chameleon comme-
tion” event on Tuesday July 14, for
chi:dtjn between the ages of cight
and 12,

“Itis essential for us o find inno-
\mh\- WS 1O nurture a Jove and
i for our unigque nat- - during
ural environment among the Iy
wouth, and 1w educate them about  hos
ow they are able 0 conuibute
the future of their natural sure
roundings — especially the mature
reserves located right on thewr

City's comumunity facilities 1o keep

children's minds and bodies active

the winter holidays.

oor
at noon Community

Centre and Joe Slovo Sport and

Recreavon Centre. On the pro-

ﬁmmm board games,
;:-':pring. Karate, pool,

programmes will be

,gymuay  and  Jocation

shows, DVD screenings, gamnes and
skills programumes,

Residents can visit the City's
Libeary and' Indormation Services
welbsite for the dewmiled Fist of

lanned activities at thelr Jocal
aries and also find their contact

www capeiown.gov.za/library.

Bay Nature Reserves,
Eleue
lulmﬁcapclmm;mua

details at

* CONACE
Keyvnauw at elzette k-

_meqmummxhag

L J Hlaaumrg Nawwre Reserve
will host & comstal dune hike on
Wednesday July 8, for children
aged ejght 1o 12. Enuy is R6 a

® Table Buy Natwre Reserve, will
host an enviro-school of cvent
on Wednesday July 15, for children
aged eight 10 12 years,

® Table Bay Nature Reserve,
Riceviel section will host & Trinssic
mio event, costing R6 a child on®
Thursday July 16, for dnildrengrd |
clght o 12, ]

Zoarvlei’s beauty under threat

MONIQUE DUVAL
{7 #moniquo_duval

rooklyn residents have raised the
la.{am:l about the condition of Zoarv-

i.
They claim the viei, which provides a
picturesguo view of Table Mountain, is be-
ing plagued by dumplng. iegal squatters,

fires, g and problematic

perties.

The issue was raised at a recent mesting
held by the Brooklyn, Ysterplaat and Rug-
by Residents' Association (BYRRA).

TygerBurger joined BYRRA members on
A walk oftho viel last week where various
issues were raised.

BYRRA chalrperson Rudi Wolter ex-
plains many Brooklyn residents have
ratsed concerns about the condition of the
viei which the association has taken up
with the City of Cape Town. He highlights
the litter and says it has a negative impact
an the viel environment.

He reports with the construction of a My-
CiTistation in Paarden Island, a footbridge
over the viel was built for residents, This
bridge, he explains, forms an integral link
for residents to access the MyCITi buses
but has fallen victim to petty thieves and
vandals,

“When this bridge was built it was so
beautiful. There were Hittle lights which 1it
it up and residents could safely cross it to
access the MyCITI statlon. But sadly,
thieves and vandals have broken and sto-
len various items when they realised parts
of the bridge were made from metal These
wooden rallings are new," he says,

From the bridge, waste can be seen
strown across the viel and people can be
seen walking into the thick vegetation.

Asked where these poople were going,
Wolter explains the viel is home o many
displaced people who seek shelter in the
thick vegetation.

The members then walk along the soccer
fisld to o gate which leads off Festival
Street. Here more litter, consisting of
mainly domestic waste can be seen. “This

Is nothing, walt untll we go around those

She leads the group to & row of houses
where loud shouting can be heard, Another
member explaing these houses are occu-

pied by various people. During the forma-
tion ouhe unicity, she says these proper-
ties were “lost”.

Notorious residents
She claims they are owned by the City
and says the occupants have no formal
lease. Members say the residents of the
properties are notorlous for anti-social be
haviour and dumping. When the group ar-
rive at the back of these homes, the stench
of excrement fills the air. This, they ex-
plain ls & result of no sewerage services at
and say o« dump their
waste in the vegetation near the viel,
According to the City's zoning map,
while the properties are clearly residential
properties, they are zoned as public open

'l'hc Cny‘s map also shows noe erf num-
bers for these properties.

The City could not confirm whether or
not they own these properties.

As night falls, the glow from vartoas

fires can be seen. A man and a woman hud-
dle near a fire made in o drum and appear
to be cooking.
Wolter says there have been several fires
in the viel and residents have expressed
concern about the difficulty experienced
by frefightors to access the area, He high-
lights the vandalism of benches and says
the viel Is not used by the communtty for
recreational activities,

“It's beent an issue for & while and we
would like to engage with the City about
what their vision for the viei is,

“It has the potential to be a great space
where fam{lies can come and plenic and en-
joy the natural environment. However in
115 current condition, nobody can enjoy it,”

he concludes,

TygerBurger sent several questions to
the City regarding the vlei, fires, dumping,
ownership of the properties and squatters,
but at the time of going to print, the City's
media office could not

According to ward councillor Berna-
dette Le Roux the problems relating to
squatters are being dealt with.

She explains that a list of everyone lv-
Ing in the vegetation at the viel was drawn
up but as people moved In an out of the ar-
eq, it was difficult to keep tabs on them.
Commanting on the bridge, she says the
City spent a considerable amount of money
and she was discouraged to see the theft.

“The bridge is a concern and I remember
there were issues with it being used by mo-
torbikes. It was an upliftment project and
it was damaged by people who don't core.
It's important for people to report dumping
when they witness it. This is the only way

we can take action”



nvasive plants in the City of Cape Town
will now be destmyed by their natural
enemies.

Some 80 000 bugs reared by the Invasive
Species Unit’s Insect Mass Rearing Facili-
ty will soon be released city wide to curb
invasive plants,

“I am incredibly pleased with the grow-
ing success of this initiative which has
made use of innovative approaches to cre-
ate a more sustainable future. Pro-
grammes to mitigate against the ecological
and other damage believed to be caused by
invasive plants, which can spread aggres-
sively, are an important facet of a more sus-
tainable tomorrow. This exciting facility,
which offers inclusive job creation for peo-
ple with special needs, has been focusing
on insects to control prickly pear and dev-
astating infestations of invasive aquatic

such as water lettuce, parrot's
reatlm-, water hyacinth and Kariba weed,
which are considered the worst weeds in
South Africa,” said the City's mayco mem-
ber for energy, environmental and spatial
planning, Johan van der Merwe,

Blological control

To date, five employees have reared over
80 000 insects, which have been released
since operations begun at the facility.

A well-known biocontrol agent, the coch-
ineal insect was reared and later released
on the invasive drooping prickly pear
(Opuntia monacantha), with much suc-
cess, says Van der Merwe.

The plant on which the insect was re-
leased was destroyed within six months.

This scale insect from the dactylopiidae
family is used widely across the dry East-
ern and Northern Cape to control prickly
pear (Opuntia spp.) invasions on farms.

The cochineal insect thrives on the mois-
ture and nutrients of prickly pear.

“Treating prickly pear with cochineal
biocontrol is a vastly superior method to

keep aliens at bay

The cochineal insect

removing the plant manually, which is dif-
ficult and dangerous for City workers as
it has thorns. Another problem with
the manual removal of prickly pears is that
bits of the plant, especially the cladode,
will drop to the ground and grow. The risk
of unintended introduction of prickly pear
plants is eliminated when using the biolog-
ical control cochineal insect,” he said. -

input

The Cape Town Biological Control Pro-
gramme is a between the De-
partment of Environmental Affairs and
Rhodes University's Department of Ento-
mology, led by Professor Martin Hill

Rhodes University is an international
leader in the field of biological control and
guides the City on rearing and releasing
insects to control selected invasive plants.

Last year, the City's btological control
team was trained by experts from Rhodes
University.

“Biological control is increasingly be-
coming & cost-effective method of control
in the war against infestations of invasive
plants,” he adds.

The City's Invasive Specles Unit plans to
increase the awareness of the application
of biological control by working with
schools.

“Theaim is toshow learners how biocon-
trol insects are reared for release, thereby
creating awareness about this exciting
part of invasive plant management.

The school outreach programmes will
not only raise awareness, but will also pro-
vide learners with the opportunity to see
first-hand how these highly specialised in-
sects are reared,” he says.

Tracking and controlling invasive ’hltch hlker crows

Environmental Resource Management is now
able to track the movements of the invasive
Indian house crow between the harbour and
the central city thanks to a partnership between
the City's Invasive Species Unit (1SU) and the
Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA), which
has given the City access to the harbour.

Over the past six years, the City, in partner-
ship with the National Department of Environ-
mental Affairs, has worked to control the Indian
house crow population and to prevent the es:
tablishment of new roosts.

Since the start of the Indian house crow con-
trol programme in December 2009, the popula-
tion has been reduced to less than 500 birds,
They are regarded as one of the world's 100 most
damaging invasive species and arrived in South
Africa in the early 1980s.

House crows are "hitch-hikers", travelling by
ship from their native range of India, Pakistan

and Burma to countries where they do not natu-
rally occur, such as South Africa,

The ability to monitor the birds at the har-
bour gives the Indian house crow team a better
chance of detecting them as they enter.

Indian house crows are aggressive, oppor-
tunistic feeders and compete with indigenous
birds and damage agricultural crops. They also
pose a health hazard to humans, as they are
carriers of enteric (intestinal) diseases.

Indian house crows should not be confused
with indigenous Cape crows or pied crows, the
latter of which are common in many suburbs of
Cape Town. The indigenous pied crows are the
only crows with a white breast, while the Cape
crow is black and is larger than the invasive In
dian house crow.

e Al sightings of house crows, together with

GPS coordinates, can be reported to

www.ispot.org.za.

Friend or crow? The indigenous pied crow
(top) should not be confused with the invasive
and destructive Indian house crow (bottom).
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Concerns over the derelict wooden bridge across Milnerton Lagoon have been raised.

History to be bridged

MONIQUE DUVAL
O @monique_duval

unding to restore the century-old
bridge across Milnerton Lagoon has
been secured.

This was revealed by City mayco member
for transport Brett Herron amid questions
about future plans for the historic walkway,

Last week TygerBurger joined resident
Agi Orfanos on a walk of the bridge where
broken railings, dumping and broken
barbed wire stained the view of the pictur-
esque lagoon.

Orfanos says residents should feel proud
having a national heritage site in their com-
munity, but the derelict state of the bridge
left much to be desired.

“It is part of our history and I believe it
should be restored and maintained. People
used to walk here but not anymore,” he

says.

Orfanos said the bridge is just over 100
years old and was originally built to con-
nect Woodbridge island to the rest of Mil-
nerton.

Herron explained the bridge was built in
1901 during the South African War by the
Fortress Company of the Royval Engineers
in order to gain military access to the island
which subsequently become Known as
Woodbridge Island.

He says the bridge was closed to pedestri-
an and vehicular traffic in 1990 and was re-
opened to pedestrian traffic again in 1995
after some repairs to the bridge had been
carried out.

“The bridge was closed again to all traffic
in 2007 and has remained closed since then.
All closures have been for safety reasons as
a result of the ongoing deterioration of the
timber elements.”

PHOTO: MONIQUE DUVAL

Orfanos said use of the pedestrian bridge
dwindled after the construction of a con-
crete bridge which is also used by vehicles,

“The bridge is one of the main things you
see when driving along West Coast Road. It
provides a great view of Table Mountain
and Milnerton Lagoon. It should be restored
and made user friendly so locals and tour-
ists can enjoy it,” he says.During the walk,
Orfanos highlights the broken railings and
dumping. Herron says the City has received
reports of displaced people using the bridge
structure as an overnight shelter, as well as
littering and fishing from the bridge and the
project team will consider how best to man-
age these issues.

“The deterioration of the handrails is
largely as a result of the weathering of the
timber elements, although some degree of
vandalism of the weakened structure can-
not be ruled out,” Herron says,
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W Helena Sousa

.| tookthis picture
M of acloud

| extravaganza in
the sky over
Milnerton last
Wednesday

-afternoan, May
27.The sky was
patterned with
small, rounded
puffs of
clrrocumulus
clowds, that
usually indicate
cold weather is
on the way.
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B Huge plumes of black smoke rose as reeds burned in Zoarvlei
wetlands behind the Italian Club in Rugby, on Wednesday April 21.
The fire burned for about two hours.

Outstanding: Jessica Kavonic (left) and
Karen Merrett shared the "Most
Qutstanding Intern" award of 2014.

Top interns of 2014

After a 12-month internship, 36 students
graduated from the City's urban sustain-

ability internship programme, which cele-

brates its 10th anniversary this year.

The programme has produced excep-
tional young professionals over the past
decade, and more than 50 of the 282
participants have been employed by the
City after their internships.

At this year's awards ceremony, seven
outstanding interns were honoured.
Jessica Kavonic and Karen Merrett shared
the “Most Outstanding Intern" award.

Shannon Newman, Liza Volkwyn,
Sarah Chippendale, Chamelle Dunn and
Sibongiseni Nyangiwe received certifi-
cates of high commendation for their
excellent work and contributions.

Talk on birds’
pollination role

The Friends of Rietvlei will be having
their AGM and an evening talk on 7
May.

The AGM will be followed by a
short introduction by Bongani Mnisi
(nature conservation manager with
the City of Cape Town) to a documen-
tary on long-billed pollinators in fyn-
bos vegetation.

This topic raises the question of
how certain fynbos plants would ma-
nage without these pollinators and
how “stepping stones” of bird- friend-
ly vegetation could assist them in mo-
ving around urban environments.

The event will be at the Rietvlei En-

vironmental Education Centre in the
Table Bay Nature Reserve at 19:30 for
20:00. Non-members are welcome.
» Contact Pauline on 083 255 2537 or Pat
on 083 701 4318 for further information, or
checktheeventsdlaryatwwwfﬂendsofrlet-
vieicoza. g



