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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The Protected Area Advisory Committee had its second meeting and elected Mr Gordon Laing as 

chairman. Two sub-working groups were established to focus on water pollution and aquatic 

invasive species in the Diep River. The sub-working groups have already met and several actions are 

under way to address critical concerns. 

 Water hyacinth removal in the Diep River was conducted by Expanded Public Works Programme 

(EPWP) teams. The teams broke off over the festive season, but will resume in the New Year. 

 A Spring walk was hosted for the Alta du Toit Aftercare Centre at the Milnerton Racecourse Section. 

 A bird census in the Rietvlei wetlands recorded 2,561 birds of 37 species. 

 Camera trap surveys in the Rietvlei Section recorded various species, including nocturnal animals. 

 Fish surveys were conducted in the Rietvlei Water Area and the Milnerton Lagoon. 

 A female Steenbok gave birth to a new lamb. When the female was translocated to Rietvlei from 

the Parklands / Sunningdale area in the previous quarter, it was not known at the time that she was 

pregnant. 

 A Stormwater Maintenance Management Plan is being drawn up by the City of Cape Town for the 

stormwater infrastructure that drains into the Diep Estuary. The lower catchment areas of the estuary 

have largely been urbanised with residential, commercial and industrial properties, which all 

contribute large amounts of polluted stormwater. This stormwater drains into wetland environment 

and ultimately flows out to sea via the Milnerton Lagoon. 

 A wildfire started in Rietvlei near SANCCOB during the Guy Fawkes celebrations due to a stray 

Chinese lantern that fell in the Nature Reserve. 

 Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 22 officials meetings in the course of business. 

 Meeting facilities at Rietvlei benefited 998 people. 

 Environmental education benefited 128 people. 

 The Rietvlei Open Day on 14/11/2015 gathered almost a 1,000 people to Rietvlei on one day. 

 Income from visitors at Rietvlei was the highest ever recorded. 

 Nature Reserve staff underwent 125 person days of training over 52 training event days. 

 The Cape Peninsula of University of Technology’s two work-integrated learning students (Hester Pentz 

and David Copley) both passed their final assessments and will graduate with their National 

Diplomas in Nature Conservation in the New Year. 

 Law enforcement actions focused on removing domestic dogs and illegal cattle that grazed in the 

Diep River Section. Illegal structures and overnight camps were also removed, as well as illegal 

private walkways in the Nature Reserve. 

 The site of the Cape Radio Flyers was cleared of all disused infrastructure. A final determination on 

the club’s application for a renewed lease has not yet been decided by Council yet. 

 The Milnerton Aquatic Club launched a refurbished jetty and helped the Nature Reserve to remove 

the old Council jetty for repairs. 

 

2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 HIGHLIGHT: The Rietvlei Open Day on 14/11/2015, the first of its kind at Rietvlei, gathered almost a 

thousand visitors through the gates on one day. It was the first time that all the role-players in the Nature 

Reserve worked together to host an open day. The event was marketed by Pink Drive in collaboration with 

the Table Bay Nature Reserve, Milnerton Aquatic Club, Friends of Rietvlei and SANCCOB. 

2.2 CHALLENGE: The irresponsible discharge of marine distress flares, Chinese lanterns and fireworks, in 

areas where this is not allowed, is one of the biggest challenges during the festive season. Too many wildfires 

have started as a result, causing huge losses. Emergency services spend large amounts of taxpayer money 

to manage these fires. It is time to take action to prosecute offenders before more property or lives are lost. 
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3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1  The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its second 

meeting on 8/10/2015. The meeting was attended by 25 representatives from 18 organisations (see below): 

External members and civil society 

 Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve 

 Dolphin Beach Body Corporate 

 Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area 

 Friends of Rietvlei 

 Heron Waters and Villa du Cap 

 Milnerton Aquatic Club 

 Milnerton Canoe Club 

 Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers Association 

 Paardeneiland City Improvement District 

 Sunset Beach Homeowners Association 

 Woodbridge Island Body Corporate 

 SANCCOB 

Council of the City of Cape Town 

 Subcouncil 1 

 Subcouncil 15 

Line Departments of the City of Cape Town 

 Biodiversity Management Branch 

 City Parks Operations: Northern District 

 Environmental and Heritage Management  

Guests  

 Milnerton Central Residents Association  

 

Some of the items on the agenda included: 

 Feedback on matters arising from the previous meeting by Mr Koos Retief; 

 Electing a chairman; 

 Quarterly report feedback by Mr Koos Retief; 

 The Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve presented by Mr Ryno Pienaar; 

 The proposed Rietvlei Open Day on 14 November 2015 by Mr Cornelius Visagie;  

 Shore line stabilization proposal at Milnerton Aquatic Club by Mr William Gravett; and 

 Application by Milnerton Central Residents Association to join the Advisory Committee. 

The members elected Mr Gordon Laing (representative of the Milnerton Canoe Club) as the chairman of 

the Advisory Committee. The committee also accepted the membership application of the Milnerton 

Central Residents Association.  

The chairman established two new sub-working groups to support the Advisory Committee. The one sub-

working group will focus on water quality issues in the Diep River, and the other will focus on combaing the 

spread of aquatic invasive vegetation.  

Both these groups met during this quarter and some actions are already being implemented. The sub-

working groups must report back and bring recommendations to subsequent meetings of the Advisory 

Committee. 

3.2 The draft Recreational Water Area By-law has been completed by South Regional Manager Dalton 

Gibbs. It is expected that the document will be tabled at the City Council’s Energy, Environmental and 

Spatial Planning Portfolio Committee early in the New Year. Thereafter it is planned to advertise to by-law for 

public comment and input. 

The public participation process will facilitate input from any interested and affected stakeholders. The draft 

may have to be revised or amended, depending on the comments received. Once all the comments have 

been acknowledged, and appropriate revisions were done, the final by-law will be tabled at the Mayoral 

Committee and Full Council for approval. 

The new by-law, once gazetted, would allow more flexibility in the management of recreational water 

areas in the City. This will be achieved by involving advisory committees in the decision-making regarding 

the recreational uses of particular water areas. 

They key issues that need to be addressed at the Rietvlei Water Area include a possible amendment of the 

maximum allowable power boat length, in order to reflect changes in the ski-boat sector. Another provision 

is required for youth (under 16) to be able to undergo training in the power boat division.  

Currently the maximum allowable power boat length at Rietvlei is 5,48 meters, and no under-16s are 

allowed to operate any power boat at Rietvlei.  

South African Maritime Safety (SAMSA) regulatoins however do allow under-16s to participate in powerboat 

training where accredited service providers offer the training programmes.  



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 OCTOBER TO 31 DECEMBER 2015 4 

 

4 FLORA 

4.1 Alien invasive species management during this quarter was focussed on the following: 

 Water Hyacinth removal in the Diep River and Milnerton Lagoon, undertaken by Expanded Public 

Works Programme (EPWP) teams;  

 Cut and herbicide treatment of Blue Gum trees in the Diep River Section, north of the railway bridge; 

 Follow-up clearing of previously cleared areas such as the Rietvlei Section, Coastal Section, and 

Milnerton Racecourse. 

4.2 A Spring walk was hosted at the Milnerton 

Racecourse for the Alta du Toit Aftercare Centre on 

3/10/2015. The walk was guided by Site Manager 

Landi Louw and Student Hester Pentz (see Figure 2). 

The 2016 Spring Walk will be advertised shortly. 

 

Figure 1. Limonium equisetinum at the seasonal pans of the Rietvlei 
Section. 

 

Figure 2. Student Hester Pentz (middle bottom) with he Alta du Toit 
After Care Centre group at the Spring walk. 

 

 

Figure 3. A floral landscape at the Milnerton Raccecourse Section. 
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5 FAUNA 

5.1  An integrated bird census was conducted on 16/10/2015. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve team and a volunteer, covering 11 surveys sections. The water birds numbered a total of 2,561 birds 

comprising of 37 species (see Figures 4-6 for details). 

 17 species with single-figure counts accounted 

for 2,7% of the water birds, including: 1 Purple 

heron, 1 Cape teal, 1 Southern pochard, 1 

African fish eagle, 1 Three-banded plover, 1 

Greenshank, 2 Water thicknee, 3 Redbilled teal, 3 

African black oystercatcher, 4 Blackheaded 

heron, 4 Pied avocet, 7 Little egret, 7 Caspian 

tern, 8 Hadeda ibis, 8 Common moorhen, 9 Little 

grebe, and 9 African spoonbill. 

 15 species with double-figure counts accounted 

for 19,1% of the water birds, including: 10 

Yellowbilled egret, 11 Mallard hybrid, 12 Sacred 

ibis, 13 Glossy ibis, 13 Cape wagtail, 15 Great 

crested grebe, 19 Grey heron, 23 Reed 

cormorant, 27 Blackwinged stilt, 30 Blacksmith 

lapwing, 44 Yellowbilled duck, 49 Cape shoveller, 

55 African darter, 81 White pelican and 86 Kelp 

gull.  

 5 species with triple-figure counts accounted for 

78,2% of the water birds, including 111 

Whitebreasted cormorant, 150 Egyptian goose, 

347 Greater flamingo, 446 Hartlaub's gull and 949 

Redknobbed coot. 

 Additional species included European starling, 

Redwing starling, Levaillant's cisticola, Yellow 

bishop, Karoo Prinia, Pied crow, Red bishop, 

Pintailed whydah, Black shouldered kite, Cape 

spurfowl and Helmeted guineafowl. 

 

Figure 4. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts. 

 

Figure 5. Relative contribution of birds from the survey sections. 

 

Figure 6. Relative contribution from the various groups of birds. 
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5.2 Camera trap surveys were done in the Rietvlei Section during this quarter. Some of the wildlife 

trapped by the cameras include Cape grysbok, Large grey mongoose and Black-headed heron. Camera 

trapping is becoming increasingly popular as a means of recording research and monitoring data. The data 

was collected by the students Hester Pentz and David Pickering-Copley. The results will be analyzed by 

monitoring & evaluation coordinator Leighan Mossop. 

 

Figure 7. Two Cape grysbok in the night time. 

 

Figure 8. Large grey mongoose in the daytime. 

 

Figure 9. A Cape grysbok in the night time. 

 

Figure 10. A male Cape grysbok in daytime. 

 

Figure 11. Black-headed heron in daytime. 

 

Figure 12. A Cape grysbok in the night time. 
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5.3 Fish surveys were conducted at the Rietvlei Water Area and the Milerton Lagoon on 12-13/10/2015. 

Marine research technician Corné Erasmus from the Department of Agriculture, Foresrty and Fisheries’s 

(DAFF) Fisheries Branch assisted in the surveys. 

5.4 A female Steenbok that was translocated to the Rietvlei Section during the previous quarter 

revealed that she was pregnant during the translocation. A lamb was  born during this quarter. Several 

photographers captured images of the Steenbok ewe and lamb togeher (see Figures 13-14 below). One 

image that was captureand was published in the local media (see Appendix B: Press Articles). 

 

Figure 13. The Steenbok lamb. 

 

Figure 14. The Steenbok ewe. 

 

5.5 A water mongoose was killed by a vehicle 

on the R27 next to the Rietvlei Section on 23/12/2015. 

The Nature Reserve staff collected the carcass 

which will be preseved for scientific and education 

purposes. The skin can be cured and used by a 

taxidermist to display the animal. 

We want to urge motorists to observe the R27’s 

speed limit of 70 km/h next to Rietvlei, and be 

vigilant for animals that might be crossing the roads. 

5.6 An adult female Cape Grysbok was 

captured in the Parklands area on a construction 

site and released in the Milnerton Racecourse on 

27/11/2015. 

Cape Grysbok antelope are known for moving 

throuh built-up areas, and browsing in gardens and 

landscapig.  

When Grysbok are in danger it is best to contact the 

Nature Reserve to help relocate these animals. 

 

Figure 15. Water mongoose road kill. 

 

Figure 16. Rescued female Cape Grysbok being translocated. 

  



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 OCTOBER TO 31 DECEMBER 2015 8 

 

5.7 A domestic dog was found in the Rietvlei 

Section after it apparently escape from an unknown 

private residence near the Nature Reserve. 

The dog was chasing birds and antelope, and might 

have killed one of them if it was not captured very 

quickly by the Nature Reserve staff. 

The dog was taken to a local veterinarian hospital 

where it was scanned and returned to the owner. 

Dog owners must ensure that their pets cannot 

escape from their properties into protected areas. 

Failure to keep a dog under control may result in 

criminal charges if the dog bites another person. 

Even though the Nature Reserve staff do their best to 

capture domestic animals and return them to their 

owners, we cannot be held responsible for the 

ultimate fate of these pets. 

 

Figure 17. A domestic dog that was captured in Rietvlei and taken to 
a local vet. 

 

5.8 Other indigenous animal sightings by staff and wildlife photographers include a Dideric cuckoo, a 

Cape clawless otter, an African fish eagle, and two African snipes (see below Figures 18-21).  

We encourage responsible wildlife photography in the Nature Reserve and would showcase people’s 

picture contributions in future versions of this report. 

 

Figure 18. Dideric cuckoo in Milnerton Racecourse Section. 

 

Figure 19. Cape clawless otter in Rietvlei (photo by Jan and Frieda 
Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 20. African fish eagle at Rietvlei (photo by Jan and Frieda 
Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 21. African snipe at Rietvlei (photo by Jan and Frieda 
Prinsloo). 
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6 SOIL 

Nothing to report. 

7 WATER 

7.1 Stormwater Maintenance Management Plans 

are being drawn up for various estuaries by the City 

of Cape Town. The Rietvlei Wetlands and Milnerton 

Lagoon form part of the Diep Estuary. 

A series of site visits took place on 02/12/2015 to 

inform the process and to obtain images of some of 

the important infrastructure that require 

maintenance.  

Figure 22 across indicates a stormwater outfall near 

Milnerton High School that drains the Joe Slovo and 

Phoenix areas into the Milnerton Lagoon.  

This outfall is particularly polluted. The image shows a 

litter grid which seems ineffective at stopping all the 

litter and needs to be cleaned more regularly.  

 

Figure 22. Site visit at a stormwater outfall into the Milnerton 
Lagoon, near the Milnerton High School. 

Water pollution is one of the biggest impacts in the Table Bay Nature Reserve, and very little can be done to 

alleviate this once the pollution has entered into the wetlands. 

 

Figure 23. Much of the Table Bay Nature Reserve is mapped as wetland. 
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8 FIRE 

8.1 Firebreak maintenance was undertaken at the Table View boundary and at Dolphin Beach Hotel. 

8.2 A wildfire started on the evening of Guy 

Fawkes (5/11/2015) in the Rietvlei wetlands between 

the R27 and Pentz Drive, Table View.  

SANCCOB’s seabird rehabilitation centre was in 

immediate danger from the fire, and steps were 

taken to protect the building as well as the staff and 

birds in the facility. 

The Biodiversity Area Manager assisted the Fire 

Department to identify access points at SANCCOB 

from Pentz Drive as well as locations of fire hydrants. 

The objective was to save the lives of the occupants 

in the SANCCOB facility and to protect the building. 

Due to the inaccessibility of the reed beds, it was 

impossible to send fire fighting teams into the 

wetland at night. Vehicles are unable to drive in the 

marshy area. A strategy was devised to allow the fire 

to burn through the reed beds and to extinguish it 

when it reached the R27 and Pentz Drive. 

On 6/11/2015 SANCCOB evacuated the birds, for 

fear that smoke could adversely affect the birds.  

The Fire Department extinguished the fire later in the 

day with no loss of life or damage to property.  

The Area Manager mapped the 34 hectare fire 

boundary on 9/11/2015, and follow-up cleaning and 

alien plant removal took place thereafter. 

 

Figure 24. The boundary of the Guy Fawkes fire of 5 and 6 
November 2015 covered more than 34 hectares. 

A Chinese lantern allegedly landed in the reeds and started the fire. The reed bed lies south-east of the 

Blouberg Beachfront where fireworks and Chinese lanterns were being launched during Guy Fawkes 

celebrations. A north-northwesterly wind presumably pushed the burning lantern directly towards Rietvlei.  

The irresponsible discharge of flammable instruments such as marine distress signals and Chinese  lanterns is 

an offence. Offenders may be prosecuted and held liable for damages and the costs of fighting a fire. 

Several articles were published in the local press lamenting the impacts of fire works on animals and the 

natural environment (see Figure 25 below and Appendix B: Press Articles). 

 

Figure 25. An emotional headline in a local newspaper. 
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9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION 

9.1  Stakeholder Engagement 

9.1.1 Internal Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 9 official internal meetings during this quarter: 

 09/10/2015: North Region Health & Safety Committee and Management Meetings; 

 06/11/2015: Biodiversity Management Branch annual team building day; 

 12/11/2015: Counselling of the NQF level 2 Nature Conservation learners; 

 12/11/2015: North Region Management Meeting; 

 13/11/2015: Diep River Maintenance Management Planning meeting; 

 03/12/2015: Biodiversity Management Branch meeting; and 

 08/12/2015: North Region Health & Safety Committee and Management Meetings. 

9.1.2  External Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 13 official external meetings during this quarter: 

 02/10/2015: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee and site meeting at 

Milnerton Racecourse footpath; 

 08/10/2015: Table Bay Nature Reserve Advisory Committee; 

 15/10/2015: Blaauwberg Development Area Environmental Liaison Committee; 

 20/10/2015: Site meeting with Kobus Botha at Dolphin Beach; 

 21/10/2015: Quotation site meeting with HENCHEM at Waves’ Edge and Dolphin Beach; 

 21/10/2015: Department of Environmental Affairs & Development Planning regarding the operation 

of the Diep Estuary Management Forum; 

 27/10/2015: Cape Town Environmental Education Trust (CTEET) Annual General Meeting; 

 29/10/2015: Caroline Marx regarding water quality sub-working group; 

 30/10/2015: Tegan Bartram and associates regarding riverine invasive plants sub-working group; 

 09/11/2015: Planning meeting for the Rietvlei Open Day; 

 10/11/2015: Site meeting with Andre Hawarden about riverine invasive plants; 

 10/11/2015: Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers’ Association Annual General Meeting; and 

 19/11/2015: Friends of Rietvlei evening meeting; 

 

9.2  Benefit to People 

9.2.1  Rietvlei Education Centre Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding visiting school groups, generated about 277 person 

days of benefit to people over 14 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

15/10/2015 
Blaauwberg Development Area 

Environmental Liaison Committee 
Regular Meeting 12 

29/10/2015 Biodiversity Management Branch Biodiversity Network (Bionet) meeting 10 

14/11/2015 Friends of Rietvlei Marketing at Rietvlei Open Day 50 

16-20/11/2015 NQF 5 Conservation Learnership Training and support 65 

19/11/2015 Friends of Rietvlei Evening meeting 30 

23-24/11/2015 NQF 5 Conservation Learnership Training and support 26 

04-06/12/2015 2nd Bergvliet Scouts and Cubs Overnight environmental education program 84 

TOTAL 277 
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9.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma generated 721 person days of benefit to people over 32 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

05-08/10/2015 NQF 5 Conservation Learnership Training and support 48 

08/10/2015 Table Bay Nature Reserve Advisory Committee Quarterly meeting 25 

12-13/10/2015 NQF 5 Conservation Learnership Training and support 24 

20-21/10/2015 Environmental Resource Management Smart Driver training 45 

27-30/10/2015 Biodiversity Management Branch Fire crew leader training 62 

30-31/10/2015 Table View Brownies 
Overnight environmental 

education program 
22 

18/11/2015 Green Jobs Unit Invasive Species: North Forum 84 

20/11/2015 Western Cape Environmental Education Forum Quarterly meeting 18 

23/11/2015 NQF 2 Conservation Learnership Assessment and examinations 25 

24-26/11/2015 Cape Peninsula University of Technology  
Nature Conservation student 

interviews and evaluations 
86 

27/11/2015 Planning and Building Development Management GIS meeting 20 

30/11-

04/12/2015 

Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Environmental Management 

Inspectorate training 
150 

04-06/12/2015 2nd Bergvliet Scouts and Cubs  
Overnight environmental 

education program 
84 

08/12/2015 Biodiversity Management: North Region  Monthly meeting 13 

11/12/2015 Human Settlements Department Year-end function 15 

TOTAL 721 

 

9.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach 

Environmental Education and Outreach generated 128 person days of benefit to people over seven event 

days (see Figures 26-27 below). 

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 

PERSON-

DAYS 
PROGRAMME 

13/10/2015 Amathemba 9 3 12 
Introduction to Rietvlei and 

guided walk 

30/10/2015 Table View Brownies 8 3 11 
Introduction to Rietvlei, plant ID & 

nocturnal animals and sounds 

31/10/2015 Table View Brownies 8 3 11 Teambuilding, Bird ID, arts & craft 

21/11/2015 Milnerton Scouts and Cubs 7 3 10 Introduction to fishing & miniSass  

04/12/2015 2nd Bergvliet scouts and cubs 11 5 16 
Overnight environmental 

education programme  

05/12/2015 2nd Bergvliet scouts and cubs 29 6 35 
Overnight environmental 

education programme  

06/12/2015 2nd Bergvliet scouts and cubs 21 12 33 
Overnight environmental 

education programme 

TOTALS  93 35 128 TOTALS   
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Figure 26. An overnight scout camp at Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 27. Children having fun at Rietvlei while learning about nature. 
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9.3 Visitors and Income 

9.3.1 The Rietvlei Open Day was hosted on 14/11/2015 and gathered almost a 1,000 visitors to the Nature 

Reserve. The event was marketed by Pink Drive in collaboration with the Table Bay Nature Reserve, 

Milnerton Aquatic Club, Friends of Rietvlei and SANCCOB. Each partner used the day to offer various 

activities and to market their respective organisations. Entrance fees were waivered on this day.  

9.3.2  Income from visitors at the Rietvlei Water Area during this quarter was the highest ever recorded. The 

month of December also recorded the highest income for a single month at Rietvlei. This quarter saw a total 

of 6,329 visitors that generated R89,478 income.  

Figure 28 indicates the growing trend in recorded visitors entering the Rietvlei Water Area. Figure 29 

indicates the monthly income of 2015 at the Rietvlei entrance, compared to the average income for each 

month. Figure 30 indicates the growing trend in income received from the Rietvlei entrance since 2010. 

 

Figure 28. Recorded visitors per year. 

 

Figure 29. Monthly income from 2015 plotted over average income. 

 

Figure 30. Monthly income since 2010, stacked per year. 
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10 STAFF 

10.1  Training of permanent and temporary staff at the Table Bay Nature Reserve amounted to no less 

than 125 person days over 52 training event days, including the following interventions: 

Date(s) Course 
Number of 

days x 

Number of 

learners = 

Person 

days 

01-02/10/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Occupation Health & Safety Legislation 2 3 6 

05-08/10/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Occupation Health & Safety Legislation 4 3 12 

05/10/2015 Microsoft Word training 1 1 1 

06/10/2015 Microsoft Excel training 1 1 1 

07/10/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Time Management 1 3 3 

12-13/10/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Learner Support 2 3 6 

26-29/10/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Specialist Incident Investigation  4 3 12 

27-28/10/2015 Fire crew leader training 2 4 8 

02-03/11/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Learner Support 2 3 6 

04-06/11/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Dreaded Diseases Handling 3 3 9 

16-20/11/2015 Field ranger training 5 2 10 

16-20/11/2015 Environmental Management Inspectorate training 5 1 5 

16-18/11/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Systems Approach 3 3 9 

19-20/11/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Problem Solving 2 3 6 

23-24/11/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Learner Support 2 3 6 

30/11-04/12/2015 Environmental Management Inspectorate training 5 1 5 

23-24/11/2015 First Aid Training 2 1 2 

07-10/12/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Dreaded Diseases Handling 4 3 12 

14-15/12/2015 NQF 5 Learnerships: Learner Support 2 3 6 

 TOTALS 52  125 

  

 The Nature Conservation Work-Integrated Learning students from the Cape Peninsula University of 

Technology (CPUT), Hester Pentz and David Pickering-Copley, were based at the Table Bay Nature 

Reserve during 2015. The students submitted their portfolios of evidence to the CPUT at the end of 

October and underwent evaluations and interviews in the last week of November. Both students 

successfully passed the Work-Integrated Learning programme and will graduate with the National 

Diploma in Nature Conservation in the New Year. We congratulate David and Hester and wish them 

well for their future in nature conservation. 

 Hester Pentz was also accepted into the B.Tech degree course in Nature Conservation at the Nelson 

Mandela Metropolitan University (NMMU) for 2016. The course is offered full-time over a single year 

and is hosted at the NMMU’s George Campus at Saasveld. If Hester passes this course, she would 

convert her National Diploma to a B.Tech degree. 

 The Medical Aid Schemes’ Freedom of Association was offered to staff at a general meeting on 

30/10/2015. Permanent staff have an opportunity every year to change their medical aid provider. 

 Annual medical surveillance of the Table Bay Nature Reserve staff was undertaken on 03/11 and 

05/11/2015. The City of Cape Town monitors the health, hearing, and lung capacity of staff that work 

in the field or are exposed to noise, fires, and other sources of pollution. 

 The Area Manager of Table Bay Nature Reserve, Koos Retief, acted as Area Manager for the 

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during the absence of Jacques Kuyler, as well as North Regional 

Manager during the absence of Bongani Mnisi from 21-31/12/2015. 

 A year-end function was held for staff in the afternoon on 11/12/2015. 
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11 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

11.1 About 60 cattle were found illegally grazing in the Diep River Section. The cattle were removed by 

Nature Reserve staff and returned to the owner in Du Noon. The Law Enforcement Department was notified. 

11.2 Illegal structures were removed from the Fynbos Corridor and Diep River Sections (on 08/10/2015) 

and the Zoarvlei Section (on 15/10/2015). The City’s Displaced People’s Unit, Anti-Land Invasion, Law 

Enforcement Deparment, Social Development Department, Milnerton SAPS, and the Paardeneiland City 

Improvement District (PECID) were all involved in the removals at the Zoarvlei Section. 

11.3 Three illegal footpaths and walkways were removed by Nature Reserve staff from the Coastal 

Section adjacent to Sunset Beach (see before and after images in Figures 31-32 below). It is hoped that the 

vegetation will naturally recover in these disturbed areas.  

Residents must familiarize themsevles with the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) and other 

Acts such as the Integrated Coastal Management Act. It is each citizen’s obligation to comply with the law 

and residents should be aware that it is illegal to cut footpaths, build walkways or extend gardens over the 

coastal protected zone, or on Council property, or in any protected area. People who commit these 

offences could face criminal prosecution, with possible prison sentences, or fines or both.   

 

Figure 31. Illegal footpath. 

 

Figure 32. Footpath removed. 

 

11.4 Several reports of illegal overnight camping in vehicles at the Coastal Section along Sunset Beach 

were  received (see Figures 33-34 below). These cases were reported to the City of Cape Town’s Law 

Enforcement Department based in Big Bay. According to Section 2(3) of the City of Cape Town’s by-law 

relating to Streets, Public Places and the Prevention of Noise Nuisances, it is unlawfull to overnight in a public 

area, consume alcohol, and to urinate or defecate in public areas other than in a toilet. 

Residents can report cases of illegal overnight camping to Law Enforcement at Big Bay at 021 554 8000. 

 

Figure 33. Illegal camping in a motor-home. 

 

Figure 34. Illegal camping in a vehicle with a rooftop tent. 

  

http://www.capetown.gov.za/en/ByLaws/Promulgated%20bylaws/Streets%20Public%20Places%20and%20the%20Prevention%20of%20Noise%20Nuisances%20By-law.pdf
http://www.capetown.gov.za/en/ByLaws/Promulgated%20bylaws/Streets%20Public%20Places%20and%20the%20Prevention%20of%20Noise%20Nuisances%20By-law.pdf
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12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT 

12.1 Key infrastructure maintenance activities during this quarter included: 

 Footpath maintenance at the Milnerton Racource Section (northern block); 

 Replacement of access control chains and booms at Heron Waters Complex, Diep River Section 

and Zoarvlei Section; and 

 Replacement of damaged or removed edging bollards at the Rietvlei fishing sites. 

12.2 Condemned items that were written off during this quarter included 

 A STIHL FS450 brush-cutter (beyond economical repair); 

 A FALCON 25/90R Bossie kapper (beyond economical repair); and 

 Four steel jerry cans (fair wear and tear). 

12.3 The site of the old Cape Radio Flyers Club at 

Rietvlei was cleared of all disused materials, except 

for a stockpile of asbestos-containing roof sheets 

and the remaining tarmac runways.  

The asbestos-containing materials must be handled 

by a legally registered asbestos handling contractor 

and will be disposed of separately. 

The Cape Radio Flyers made an application to the 

City of Cape Town to re-hire the area for flying after 

their lease expired on 31/05/2014. 

The application was opposed by the Area Manager, 

but the City of Cape Town Council is yet to make a 

final decision on their lease application. 

The intention is to completely restore the old site to 

natural habitat as it falls within the Nature Reserve. 

 

Figure 35. All disused materials removed from the old CRF site. 

12.4 The Milnerton Aquatic Club (MAC) launched their refurbished jetty at the Rietvlei Water Area on 

14/10/2015. The MAC paid for the refurbishment of their jetty as well as the crane truck that was hired to 

launch it onto the water. The MAC also allowed the crane truck to remove the older Council jetty that is in 

need of refurbishment. 

The Nature Reserve agreed to pay for the refurbishment of the Council jetty and will hire a crane truck to 

launch it once the refurbishment is complete. New timber is being ordered for the Council jetty. 

 

Figure 36. The Milnerton Aquatic Club's new jetty being launched 
with the help of a crane truck hired by the Club. 

 

Figure 37. One of the two portions of the Nature Reserve's old 
Council jetty being taken out of the water for repairs. 
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 APPENDIX A: MAP OF RESERVE 
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